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HIS EXCELLENCY 

DON RICARDO WALL, 

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE. 

T O 

HIS MOST CATHOLIC MAJESTY; 
LIEUTENANT-GE^^ERAL 

OF 1* H E 

ARMIES OF SPAIN; 
COMMENDARY OF PENAUZENDfe 

IN THE 

ORDER OF §T. JAGO, &c 

AND HERETOFORE 

AMBASSADOR AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 

AT THE 

^OUJIT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

SIR, 

TH £ permiflion I obtained to infcribe the 
following tranflation of Don Quixote to 
your Excellency, while you refided in this Capi- 
tal, affords me a double pleafure } as it not only 

A a j^ives 



DED I C A T ION. 

gives me an opportunity of expreffing that pro- 
'found refpeft and veneration with which I con- 
template your Excellency's charafter; but alfo im- 
plies your approbation^ wJiich canndt fail to 'influence 
the public in behalf of the performance. I havt 
the honour to be, 

5 I R, 

Your Excellencies 

< 

Moll obedient 



3iOB3eD, Feb. 17, 
J75S* 



Bumble Servant, 



T. SMOLLETT. 



THE 



LIFE 



O F 



CERVA NTES. 



M' 



IGUEL dc Cervantes Saavedra was at once 
die glory and reproach of Spain 5 for if his ad- 
mirable genius and heroic fpirit conduced to the ho- 
nour of his country, the diftrefs and obfcurity which 
attended his old age, as effeftually redounded to her 
difg-race. Had he lived amidft Gothic darkncfs and 
barbarity, where no records were ufed, and letters 
altogether unknown, we might have expefted to de- 
rive from tradition, a number of particulars relating^ 
to the family and fortutie of a man fo remarkably 
admired even in his oWn timci But one would ima- 
gine pains had, been taken to throw a veil of oblivion 
over the pcrfonal Concerns of this excellent autlior. 
No inquiry hath, as yet, been able to afcertain the 

Elace of 'his nativity j and although in his works he 
as declared himfelf a gentleman by birth, no houfe 
has hitherto laid claim to fuch an illuflrious de« 
fcendant. 

One * amhor fays he was born at Efquivias 5 but 
offers no argument in fupport of his affertion : and 

-~~^ — .... ■ . . .. _. — - ■ , , _ 

* Thomas Tam»f de Vargas* 

Vol, I. ' - a , pro- 



11 The life of CERVANTES. 

probably the coiyeflture was founded upon the enco- 
miums which Cervantes himfelf bellows on that 
place, to which he gives the epithet of Renowned, 
Jn his preface to Perfiles and Sigifmunda. Others 
affirm he firft drew breath in Lucena, grounding 
their opinion upon a vague tradition, which there 
prevails : and a ♦ third fet take it for granted that 
lie was a native of Seville, becaufe there are families 
in that city known by the^namjs of Cervantes and 
Saavedra ; and our author mentions his having, in 
his early youth, feen plays afted by Lope Rueda^ 
who was a Sevilian. Thefe, indeed, are prefump- 
tions that deferve fome regard, though far from imply- 
ing; certain information, they fcarce even amount to 
probable conjefture^ nay, thefe very circumftances 
"Seem to difprove the fuppofition : for, had he been 
4i£tually defcended from thofe families, they would in 
all likelihood have preferyed fome memorials of his 
birth, which Don Nicholas Antonio would have re- 
corded, in fpeaking of his fellow-citizen. All thefe 
pretenfions are now generally fet afide in favour of 
Madrid, which claims the honour of having pro- 
duced Cervantes, and builds her title on an expref- 
fion * in his voyage to ParnafTus, which, in my opi- 
nion^ is altogether equivocal and inconclufive. 

In the midft of fuch undecided contention, if I 
may be allowed to hazard a conjefture, I would fup- 
pofe that there was fomethjng myfterious in his ex- 
tra£^ion, which he had no inclination to explain, and 
that his family had domeftic reafons for maintaining 
the like referve. Without admitting fome fuch mo- 
tive, we can hardly account for his filence on a fub- 
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t He defcribes his departure from Madrid in thefe words^ ^ Oat 
^ 817 country and myfelf I £0 !*' 
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The life of CERVANTES, in 

jeft that would have afforded him an opportunity to 
indulge that felf-refpcd: which he fo honeitly dif- 
plays in the courfe of his writings. Unlefs we con- 
clude that he was inftigated to renounce all connec- 
tion with his kindred and allies, by fome contemp- 
tuous flight, mortifying repulfe, or real injury he had 
fuftained ; a fuppofition which, I own, is hot at ^1 
improbable, confidering the jealous fenfibility of the 
Spaniards in general, and the warmth of refentment 
peculiar to our author, which glows through his pro- 
dufkions, unreftrained by all the fejirs of poverty, and: 
all the maxims of old age and experience. 

Whatever may have been the pUce of his nativity^ 
we gather from the preface to his novels, that he 
was born in the year 1549: and his writings declare* 
that his education was by no mean$ neglected i for 
over and above a natural fund of humour and in- 
vention, he appears to. have ppflefTed a valuable flock 
of acquired knowledge : we find him intimately ac- 
quainted with the Latin claflics, well read in the h!- 
ftory of nations, verfed in die philofophy, Thetoric, 
and divinity of the fchools, tindlured with aftrology. 
and geography, converfant with the bell Italian au- 
thors, and perfeftly mailer of his own Caililian larir 
guage. His genius, which was too delicate and vo- 
latile to engage in the feverer ftudies, dire^ed his. 
attention to the produdiions of tafle and polite li- 
terature, which, while they amufed his fancy^ cnlarg-^ 
ed, augmented, and improved his ideas, and taught 
him to fet proper bounds to the excurfions of his ima- 
gination. 

Thus qualified, he could not fail to make perti-* 
nent obfervatidns in his commerce with mankind : 
the peculiarities of charafler cauld not efcape his 
penetration \ whatever he faw became familiar to 

a 2 his 
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ir The LIFE OF CERVANTES- 

his jtidgment and underftanding ; and every {bene 
he exhibits j is a juft, well drawn. diara&eriilic pic-, 
ture of human life* 

How he exercifed thefe talents in his youthi and 
in what manner the firft years of his manhood were 
employed^ we are. not able to explain, becaufe hi (lory 
and tradition are altogether filent on the fi}bje<fi; 
unlefs we admit the authority of one * author, who 
fey 8, he was fccretary to the Duke of Alva, without 
alkdging any one fa^ or argument in fupport of his 
aifertion. Had he aflually enjoyed a poll of fuch 
importance, we fhould not, in all probability, have 
wanted materials to fuppjy this chafm in his life ; nor 
ftould we find him afterwards in the ftation of a 
cbxhmon foldier. 

Others imagine that he ferved as a volunteer ia 
iPhmders, where he was raifed to the rank of en-. 
£gn in the company commanded by Don Diego de 
Urfoinaj grounding this belief on the fuppofition 
that the hiitory of the captive related in the firft part 
o£ Don Quixote, is a literal detail of his own adven- 
tures. But this notion is reje&ed by thofe who con- 
fider that Cervamtes would hardly, have contented 
kimfelf with the humble appellation of foldier, which, 
io fpeaking of himfelf, he conftantly aflumes, had he 
ever appeared in any fuperior ftation of a military 
chara£ber. In a word we have very little informa- 
tion touching the tranfaflions of his life but what' 
he himfelf is pleafed to give through the courfe of 
his writings ; and from this we learn that, he was 
chamberlain to cardinal Aquaviva in Rome, and fol- 
lowed the profeffioin of a foldiex foY feme years, in 
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The life of CERVANTES. ▼ 

tfce army commanded by Marco Antonio Colona ♦, 
who tvas, by Pope Pius V. appointed general of the 
ecclefiaftical forces employed againft the Turks, and 
received ^e- confecrated ftandard from the hands of 
kis holinefs, in the church of St. Peter. 

Under this celebrated captain, Cervantes embarked 
in the Chriftian fleet commanded by Don John of 
Auftria who obtained over ibe Turks the glorious 
Viftory of Lepanto, where our author loft his left 
'hand by the ttiot of an arquebus. This mutilation, 
which redounded fo much to his honour, he has 
taken care to record on divers occafions : and, indeed, 
it Is vety natural to fuppofe his imagination would 

• d'well upon fuch.an adventure, as the favourite inci- 
dent of his life. I wiih he had told us what recom- 
pense he received for his fervices, and what confola- 
tion he enjoyed for the lofs of his limb, which muft 
have efFeJxually difqualified him for the office of a 
common ibldier, and reduced him to the neceflity of 

' cxercifing fome other employment. 

Perhaps it was at this period he entered intothe 

• fervice of cardinal Aquaviva, to whofe prote£tion. he 
v/as entitled by his gallantry and misfortune ; and 
now in all likelihood, he had leifure and opportunity 
to profccute his favourite ftudies, to cultivate the 
mufe, and render himfelf confpicuous by the^ pro*- 
duftions of his genius, which was known and ad- 
mired by feveral authors of diftindion even before 
his captivity ; for Louis Galvez de Montalvo^ in his 
poem prefixed to Galatea, fays, the world lamented 
his misfortunes in tears, and the mufe exprefled a 

• widow's grief at his abfence. I will even venture to 
•fuppofe, that, in this interval, his fituation was foch 
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VI The LlFE of CEJIVANTES. 

as enabled him to raife an independent fortune ; for 
we find him afterwards relieving the wants of his 
fellow captives in Barbary, with fuch liberality as 
denoted the affluence of his own circum(lance&; and, 
in his voyage to ParnafTus, which was pubftfhed in 
his old age, Apollo upbraids him with want of ceco- 
nomy, and reminds him of his haying, once made 
Ais own fof tune, which in the fequel he Squandered 
away. 

I make no doubt but this was the.mpft fortunate 
period of Saavedra's life, during which he reformed 
land improved the Spanifli theatre, and u(hered into 
the world a number of dramatic performanoes which 
were a£ied with univ^rfal applaufe. He * tells us, 
• that he had feen plays afted by the great Lope de 
Rueda, who was a native of Seville, and originally a 
gold-beater: when this genius firft appeared, tlie 
Spaniflx drama was in its infancy ! one large fack or 
.bag contained all tlie furniture and drefs of the 
theatre^, confi fling of four flieepfkin jackets with the 
wool on, trimmed with gilt leather j four beards 
«nd peHwigs, and the fame number of paftoral crooks. 
.The piece was ho other than a dialogue or eclogue 
.between two or three fwains, and a fhepherdefs> 
» feafcaied with comic interludes, or rather low buf- 
foonery, eidiibited in the charadiers of a black* 
amoor, a bravo, a fool, and a Bifcayan. The ftage 
itfelf was compofed of a few boards, raifed about 
: three feet from the ground, upon four benches, or 
forms. There was no other fcenery than a blanket 
or horfe*cloth ilretched acrofs, behind which the 
:muficians fung old ballads unaccompanied by any 
,fort of inftrument. Lope de Rueda not only com-< 
pofed theatrical piecesj but alfo a£led in every cha- 
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rafter with great reputation j in which he was fuc- 
ceeded by Naharro, a Toledan, who improved and 
augmented the decorations^ brought the mufic front 
behind the blanket, and placed it forwards to the au- 

- diehce, deprived the aftors of their counterfeit beards, 
without which no man's part had been hitherto per* 
formed, invented machines, cloud s> thunder, and 
Ifghtening, and introduced challenges and combats 
with incredible fuccefs : but ftill the drama was rude, 
unpofi(hed and irregular ; and the fable, though di* 

. Vided into five afts, was almoft altogether deftitute of 
manners, propriety, and invention* 

From this uncultivated ftate of ignorance: amf 
batbarity, Cervantes raifed the Spanifh theatre to 
dignity ^nd efteem, by enriching his dramatic- pro- 
du£tions with moral fentimehts, regularity of plan^ 
and propriety of chara£ter j together with the graces 

*of poetry, and the beauties of imagination. He 
publifhed thirty pieces, which were reprefented at 

, Madrid with univerfal applaufe 'y fo^ that he may be 
juftly deemed the patriarch of the SpaniQi drama |, 
and, in this particular, revered above Lope de Vega* 
himfelf, who did not appear until he had left o£F 
writing for the ftage. 

In the year 1574, he was- unfortunately ta|en by 
a Barbary c^fair, and conveyed to Algiers, where he 
was fold to a Moor, and! remained a flave for the 
fpace of five years and a', half : during which he ex— * 
hibited repeated proofs of the moft enterprifing ge— 
' nius and heroic generofi'ty. Though we know not 
on what occafion he fell into the hands of the Bar- 
barians, he himfelf gives us to underiland,. m the 
ftory of tbe-GaptiFe, that he refided at Algiers in: 
the reign o£ Hafian Aga, a ruffian renegado) whofe- 
cruelty he defcribes in thefe t^rms : *^ &. was every 

a 4 day 



vlii The LIFE of CERVANTES. 

day hanging one, impaling another, maiming a third, 
upon fuch flight occaCons, frequently without any 
caufe aCTigned, that tlie Turks thcmfclves owned he 
a£i:ed thus but of mere wantonnefs and barbarity, as . 
"being naturally of a favage difpofition, and an in- 
veterate enemy to the old human race. The pcr- 
fon who ufed the greateft freedoms with him, was 
one Saavedra, a Spanifh foldier, who, though he did 
many things which thofe people will not Toon for- 
get, in attempting to regain his liberty, he never 
gave him one blow, nor ordered him once to be chaf- 
tifed, nor even chid him with one hafty word ; and 
yet the kaft of all his pranks was fufficient, as we 
thought, to bring him to the flake j nay, he himfelf 
was more than once afraid of being impaled alive. 
If time could permit, I could here recount fomc of 
that foldier's ^ftions, which, perhaps, might enter- 
tain and furprife you more than the relation* of n\y 
own ftory.'* ^ 

Thus Cervantes afcertains the time of his own 
' ikvery, delineates, with great €xaftnefs, the cha- 
rafter of ^that inhuman tyrant, who is recorded in 
hiftory as a monfter of cruelty and avarice ; and 
proves to demonftration, that his own ftory was 
^uite different from that which the captive related 
of himfelf. Saavedra's adventures at Algiers were 
truly furprifing ; and though we cannot favour thfe 
public with a fubftantial detail of every incident, we 
have found means to learn fuch particulars of his con- 
duft, ajs cannot fail to refleft an additionaljuftrc on 
a charadler which has been long the objeft of ad- 
miration. 

We are informed by a refpeftable hiflorian *, who 
was his fellow flave, and an eye-witnefs of the tranf- 

v. 

« — i 

* V' Diego da Haedo« 

a£tion, 
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afkiony that Don Miguel de Cervantes, a gallant^ 
tntcYptiKng Spaniih cavalier, who, though he never 
wanted money, could not obtain hi& releafc without 

? raying an exorUtant tanfon>, contrived 9 fchema 
oir fetting himfelf free, together with fourteen un* 
happy gentlemen of his own country, who were all 
in the like circumftances of thraldom under different 
patrons. His firft ftep was to redeem one Viana, » 
bold Maydrcan mariner, in whom he could confide, 
and with whorti he fent letters to the governor of that 
tlland, defiring in the name of himfelf and the other 
gentlemen captives, that he would fend over a bri- 
gantine under the. diredion of Viana, who had un» 
deftaken, at an appointed time,, to touch -upon- a 
certain part of the coaft, where he ihould find them 
reatiy to embark., Irt confequence of this agreement,, 
Aey withdrew themfelves from their refpctiive maf-^ 
ters, and privately repaired to a garden near the 
Tea-fide, belonging to a renegado Greek, whofe name 
was Al-Caid Haffan 5 where they were concealed: in 
a cave, and carefully fcreenedfrom the knowledge 
of the owner, by his gardener who was achriftian 
captive, Viina punAuailly performed hia promife,, 
and returned in a veflel, with which he was fup-i- 
plied by the governor of Mayorca ; but fome Moors 
chancing to pafs, juft as he anchored at the appointed 
place, the coaft was inftantly alarmed,, and he found 
himfelf obliged to relinquifh the enterprife.. Mean- 
•while, the captives being ignorant of this, accident 
•remained in the cavern, which they never quitted 
except in the night, and were maintained by the li.- 
berality of Cervantes5 for the fpaee of feven months, 
during which the neceflaries of life were brought ta 
them'by a Spanifti flave, known by the appeflation 
of El I)orador or The Gilder. No wonder that their 
hope and patience began to faO, and their corifti** 
ftutiona to he ail"e£ted by the dampnefs^of the pl^ce,. 
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and the grief of their difappointment, which Doth 
Miguel endeavoured to alleviate hj the cxercife of hi& 
realon> good humour, an.d humanity; till, at laft, 
their purveyor turned traitor, and, allured by the 
hope of receiving a confiideraUe rews»:d$ difcovex^d 
the whole affair to Haffan Baflia. This tyrant,^tranf- 
ported with joy at the information, immediately or- 
* dered the guardian Bafba, with a body of armed men, 
to follow the perfidious wretch, wha conduced them 
to the cave, where they feized thofc unhappy fugi- 
tives, together with their faithful gardener, and 
forthwith carried the whole number to the public 
bagnio, except Cervantes, touching whofe perfon 
they had received particular directions from Haflan, 
who knew hid charadier, and had been long defirous 
of pofleffing fuch a notable flave. At prefent, how- 
ever, his intention was to perfuade Don Miguel tq 
accufe Oliver, one of the rathers of the redemption, 
then at Algiers, as an accomplice in the fcheme they 
had pto)e^d, that he might on this pretence, ex- 
tort from the friar, by way of compofition, the 
£reateft part of the money which had been colle£):ed 
for th^ ranfom of chriflian flaves* Accordingly he 
endeavoured to inveigle Saavedra with artful promi?- 
ks^ and to intimidate him with dreadful threats 
ajad imprecations, into the confefBon or impeachment 
oft which he wanted to lay hold : but that generous 
Spaniard, with a refolution peculiar to himfelf, re- 
jefted all his offers,, and defpifing the terrors of hi* 
menaces, pcrfifted in affirming tliat he had no affo^ 
ciate in the plan of their efcape, w)iich was purely^ 
the refult of' his own refie£tion. 

After having in vain tampered with his integrity 
in repeated trials that lafted for feveral days, he rc- 
flored him and his companions to their refpedlivc 
patrons,.- not withftanding the remonftrances of AJr 

' Caid 
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Caid Haflatiy. ownes of the garden in whieh they KadE 
been apprehended, who probably with a. view to ma» 
ni£dt his own. innocence, ftrenuouily exhorted, the* 
Bafha to inili£l the mofl: exemplary punifhment on« 
the ofienders,, and aftnally put hfs own gardener to- 
death. Cervantes had to often fignalized his genius^, 
courage, and a£livity,. that Haflan refolved txy make 
him his own,, and purchafed him from his maftet for* 
five hundred ducats y then be was heard to fay,^ 
^ While I hold that maimed Spaniard in fafe cuftody^ 
my veilels,, flaves, and even my whole city are fep 
eure/' For he had not only concerted a number o£ 
ichemes for the deliverance of his fellow captives^ 
but his defigQS. had even, aipired to the conquell of 
Algiers, and he^ was at foux di&rent times on. the 
point of being impaled, hooked, or burned alrve*. 
Any fingle attempt of that kind would have been^ 
deemed a capital offence, under the mildeft gpvern'- 
ment that ever fubfifled among the Moors ; but there: 
was fomething, in the charai6&r or perfonal deport-^ 
ment of Cervantes,, which commanded rcfpeft. from? 
barbarity itfelf ; for we find that Haflan Baiha treateili 
him' wkh incredible lenity,: and his redemption waa> 
afterwards efFe£led by the interceflioa. of a trinita-^ 
tian father,^ for a thoufand ducats *.. . 



*^ To this adVentiBV, he dottbtlef6». alludes^ in the ftory of the 
captive; who fays, that when he and his fcUow flaves were dclibc»> 
xating about. ranf*mfaig.oneol their nnmber,. who iMouldgo to Va*^- 
lencia.ind Majorca, and prociue a veiTel with which he might re** ■ 
turn and fetch off the ireil, the renegadoj who was of their' cdun-^ 
cil, oppofed the fcheme, obferving, that thofe -wha are oxkc dcli^'- 
ycrtd, feldom think of perforniing the promifes they have made in. 
oaptivxty :- as a-confirmatton of tKe truth of wfiat- hs all^dged/ he 
Itoiefly recounted a cafe which had lately happened to fome chriftiaoh 
gentlemen, attended with the fb-aageA circumflances ever known;, 
even in thofe pasts, where the mod uncckoinaon and^orprifing ovcat** 
oc€«is.aljnoft every day*. 
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From this account of his behaviour in Bartary, it 
appears that he afted a far more iimportant part than 
that of a poor mutilated foldier : he is dignified with 
the appellation of Don Miguel de Cervantes, and re- 
prefented as a cavalier whofe affluent foj^tunc ena- 
'bled him to gratify the benevolence and liberality of 
liis difpofition. We muft therefore take it for 
granted that he acquired this wealth after the battle 
•of Lepanto, where he furely woifld not have fought 
as a private foldier, could he have commanded 
either money or intereft to procure a more confpi* 
cuous ftation in the fervice. Be that as it will,, his 
conduft at Algiers rcfle£l:s honour upon his country, 
and while we applaud him as an author, we ought 
to revere him as a man; nor will his modefty be 
lefs the objeft of our admiration, if yrc conCder that 
he has, upon this occafion, neglcfted the fairefl: op- 
portunity a man could poiHbly enjoy, of difplaying 
his own charafter to the greateft advantage, and in- 
tlulging that fclf-camplacency which is fo natural to 
the human heart. ' 

As he returned to his own country 'with thofe 
' principles by which he had been diftinguifhed in hia 
exile, and an heart entendered and exercifed in fym- 
pathizing with his fellow creatures in diftrefs ; we 
may fuppofe he could not advert to the leflbns of 
ceconomy, which a warm imagination feldom or 
never retains ; but that his heart glowed with all 
the onthufiafm of friendftiip, and that his bounty 
extended to every ob]e6i of compaffion which fell 
within his view. 

Notwithftanding all the ihafts of ridicule which 
he hath fo fuccefsfully levelled againft the abfurdities 
of the Spanifli ron;iance, we can plainly perceive,, 
irom his own writingSj tliat he himfeif had a turn 

for 
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•for chivalry: his life was a chain of extrao^dinaiy 
adventures, his temper was altogether heroic> and 
all his aftions were, without doubt^ itiiluenced by 
themoft romantic notions of honour. 

• 

Spain has produced a greater number of thefe cha-^ 
TdfterS) than we meet with upon record in any othet 
nadon : and whether fuch {insularity be the efPed cf 
natural or moral caufes, or of both combined, I ihall 
not pretend to determine. Let us only affirm^ that 
this difpofition is not confined to any particular peo-^ 
«ple or period of time : even in our own country, and 
in thefe degenerate days^ we fometimes find indivi* 
duals whom nature feems to have intended for mem- 
bers of thofe ideal focieties which never did, and 
perhaps never can exift but in imagination ; and. 
jwho remind us of the charafters defcribed by Homer 
«nd Plutarch, as patriots facrificing their lives for 
their country, and heroes encountering danger, not 
with indifference and contempt, but with all the 
capture and impetuofity of a paffionate ^dmirer. 

If we confider Cervantes as a man infpired by fuch 
fentiments> and aiOiuated by fuch motives ;. and at 
the fame time, from his known fenfibility and natu^ 
ral complexion, Tuppofe him to have been addifted 
to pleafure and the amufements of gallantry *, we 
cannot be furprifed to find his finances, in a little 
time exhaufted and the face of his affairs totally re- 
verfed. It was probably in the decline of his for* 
tune, that he refolved to re-appear in the character 
of an author^ and (land candidate for the public fa- 
vour, which would be a certain refource in the day 
©f trouble : he, therefore, compofed his Galatea iiv 
fix books, which was publifhed in the year 1584^ 
dedicated to Afcanio Colonna, at that time abbot 
of St. Sophia ; and afterwards Cardinal of the holy 
crofs of Jerufalem.. 

The 
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The rich vein of invention, the tendernefs of palV 
Son, the delicacy of iientiment, the power and purity 
of didiion, difplayed in this perfonnance, arc cele- 
hrated by Don Louis de Vargas Manrique^in a coxn?- 
mendatory forinet, which is a- very elegant and ho- 
iioltrabte teftimony of our author's fuccefs. Never-^ 
thelefs, the produ(^ion*has been cenfured ^or the irre^ 

fnlarity of its ftile, the incorreftnefs of its verft- 
cation>. and the multiplicity of its incidents^ which 
encumber and perplex the principal narration ^ and, 
ever and above thefe obje6lions, the defign i$ not 
brought to a concluHon, fo' that the plan appeals 
meagre and defedilve* He himfelf pleads guilty t<y 
feme part of the charge, in the fentence pronounced 
by- the curate, in the- firft part of Don Quixote, whc^ 
when the barber takes up the Galatea of Miguel de 
Cervantes ; " That fame Cervantes,, fkys he^ has 
been an intimate friend of mine thefe many years^. 
and is, to my certain knowledge, more converfant 
with misfortunes than with poetry. There is a good 
vein of invention in his book, which propo&s (bme*- 
thing, though it concludes nothing. We muft wait 
fot'thefecond part which he promifes, and then, per-^ 
ha^s, hts aa&endment may deferv.e a. full pardon^ 
which is now denied*"' 

Whether the fuccefs of Galatea? encouraged our 
author to obl%e the world with fome of thofe the- 
atrical pieces,, whkh we have already mentioned as 
tiie firft regular productions of die Spaniih: drama, or 
the whole number of thefe was written and aded be- 
fiore his captivity,, I have not been able to determine ;. 
but in all probabilityy his. firft efiays of that kind 
were exhibited in the interval between the battle o£ 
Lepanto and the commencement of his flavcry, and 
the reft publilbed after his redemption*. 

Uole& 
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Unkfs we fuppofe him to have been employed at 
Madrid in this manner for his fubfiftence, we muii 
pafs over two and twenty years, which afford us no 
particular information touching the life of Saavedra ;» 
though, in that period, he married Donna Catalina de 
Salazar, difEpated the remains of his fortune, expe-p^ 
itenced the ingratitude o-f thofe he had befriended ia 
his profperity, and, after having fuftained a feries of 
xnortifications and diftrefs, was committed to prifoik 
in confequence of the debts he had contrafled. 

• 

In- this difmal fituation he compofed that pcr*^ 
formance which is the delight and admiration of all- 
Europe;. I mean, the firft part of Don Quixote^ 
which he wrote, wijth a view ta ridicule and dncredit 
thofe abiiird romances, filled with the moft naufeous 
improbability and unnatural extravagance, which 
kad debauched the tafte of mankind, and were in* 
deed a difgrace to common fe»fe and reafon. Not thai 
Cervantes had any intention to^ combat the fpirit of 
knight-errantry, fo prevalent among the Spaniards i 
on the contrary,.! am perfuaded he would have been 
the firft man in the nation^, to ftand up^ for the ho- 
nour and defence of chivalry, which, when re ft rained 
within due bounds, was an excellent inftitution, tfcat 
infpired the nadft. heroic fentiments of courage and 
patriotifm, and on many ocicafions conduced to the 
peace and fafcty of the commonwealth* In the cha- 
xa£ter of Don Quixote,, he exhibits a good under^ 
ftanding perverted by reading romantic ftorie% 
which had no foundation in nature or in faft. His 
intelle£ks are not fuppofed to have been damaged by 
the perufal of authentic hiftories, whichu recount the 
exploits of knights and heroes who really exifted ; 
but his madnefs feems to have flowed from his cre- 
dulity, and a certain wildnefs of imagination which 
was captivated by the marvellous reprefentation q£ 

dwarfs^ 
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dwarfs, giants*, necroniaticcirs, and ether preternatu- . 
tai extravagance. From thefe legends he formed hif> 
whole plan of conduct ^ and though npthtng can be 
more rtdiculous than the terms upon which he is de- 
fcribed to have commenced knight-errant, at a time 
when the regulations of focicty had rendered the pro- 
fef&on unneceflary, and indeed illegal ; the critcrioa 
of his frenzy confifts in that ftrange faculty of mif- 
taking and confounding the moft familiar obje£ts 
with the fantaftical illufions which thofe romances 
had ^gendered in his fancy. So that our author did 
riot enter the lifts againft the memory of the real 
. fubftantial chivalry, which he heild in veneration 9^ 
but with defign to expel an hideous phantom that 
poflefled the brains of the people, waging perpetual 
War with true genius and invention. 

' The fiiccefs of this undertaking muft have exceeded 
his moft fanguine hopes. Don Quixtrte no fooncr 
made his appearance, than the old romances vanifhed 
like mift before the fun. The ridicule was fo ftrik- 
hig, that even the warmeft admirers of Amadis and 
his pofterity feemed to awake from a dream, an4 
fefleded with amazement' upon their former infatu- 
ation. Every difpaffionate reader was charmed with 
the humorous charafters of the Icnight and fquire> 
who ftrait became the favourites af his fancy j he 
was delighted with the variety of entertaining inci- 
dents, and confidered the author's good fenfe and 
purity of ftile with admiration and applaufe* 

'He informs us, by the mouth of the bachelor 
Sampfon Carrafco, that evrn before the publication 
of the fecond part, twelve thoufand copies of the firft 
were already in print, befides a new imprefiion then 
working off at Antwerp. ** The very children, fays 
he, haadie it, boys read it, men underftaad, an<t 

old 
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' m\A people applaudldie performance. It is no fooner 
laid down by on A than another takes it upy fome 
ftruggling, and fome entreating for a fight of it : in 
fine, this hiftorjr is the moft delightful and leaft pre- 
judicial entertainment that ever was feen ; for in 
the whole book there is not the leaft (hadow of a 
diihonourable word) nor one thought unworthy of a 
good catholic/' 

Nor w«8 this applatife confined to the kingdoms 
and territories of Spain. The fame of Don Quixote 
dt^ufed itfelf through all the civilized countries of 
Europe 5 and the work was fo much admired in 
France, that fome gentlemen, who attended the 
French ambafTador to Madrid, in a converfation with 
the licentiate Marques Torres, chaplain to the arch- . 
bifliop of Toltfdo, cxpreflcd their furprife that Ccr- 
vanlies was not maintained from the public treafUry, 
as the honour and pride of the Spanifti nation.— 
Nay this work, which was firft publiftied at Madrid 
in the year 1605, had the good fortune to extort the 
aMrobition of royalty itfelf: Philip III. (landing in 
a balcony of his palace and furvcying the adjacent 
country, perceived a ftudent on th^ bank of the Man-* 

- zanares, reading a book, and every now and then 

- 'ftrikrng'his forehead and burfting dut into loud fitSi 
of laughter. His majefty having obferved his emo- 
tions for fome time; *^That ftudent, faid he, is 
either mad, or reading Don Quixote." Some of the 
courtiers In attendance, had the'curiofityHo go out 
and enquire, and a£lually found the fcholar engaged 
in the adventures of our Manchegan. 

As the book was dedicated to the duke de^ Bejar^ 

wc may naturally fuppofe that nobleman, either by 

his purfe or intereft, obtained the author's difcharge 

* from prifon ; far he congratulates himfelf upon the 

pro-* 
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proteftion of fuch a patron, in certain verfcs prefixed 
to the book, and fuppofed to be written l)y Utganda 
the unknown. He afterwards attrafted the notice of 
the count de Lemos, who feems to have been his 
chief apd favourite benef aftor ; and even enjoyed a 
fmall {hare of the countenance of the cardinal arch- 
bifliop of Toledo : fo that w^ cannot, with any pro- 
bability, efpoufe the opinion of thofe who behc^ve his 
Don Quixote was intended as a fa tire upon the admi- 
niftration of that nobleman. Nor is there the leaft 
plaufible reafon for thinking his aim was to ridicule 
the conduft of Charles V. whofo name he never 
mentions without expreffions of the utmoft reve^rence 
and regard. Indeed, his own indigence was a more 

- fevere fatire than any thing he could have invented 
againft the miniftry of Philip HI. for though their pro* 
teftion kept him from ftarving, it did not exempt 
him from the difficulties and. mortifications of want i 

, and no man of tafte and humanity can refie£i upon 
his chara£^er and circumftances, without being (hock- 
ed at the barbarous indifference of his patrons. What 
he obtained was not the offering of liberality and tafte,, 
but the fcanted alms of comjAiffion i he was not re* 
^e£ted as a genius, but reliieved a&abeggarw 

One would hardly imagine that an author could 
languifh iiv the (hade of poverty and contempt, while 
.his works afforded entertainment and delight to whole 
' nations, and even fovereigns were found in the num- 
ber of his admirers : but Cervantes had the misforj 
tuiie to write in the reign of a prince whofe difpo- 
fition was forciid> and wnofe taleuts,, naturally mean, 
had received no manner of cultivation ; fo that his 
head was altogether untin£lured with, fcience, ;ind 
his heart an utter ftranger to the virtues of benefi- 
cence. Nor did the liberal arts derivt the leaft cn-^ 
counigexaent from his miniftry, which, was. ever weak 

and 



The life of CEJIVANTES x]x 

and wavering. The duke de Lerma feems to have 

been a proud, irrefolute, ihallow-brained politkiaQ, 

whofe whole attention was employed in prcferving 

the good graces of his matter ; thougn notwithftanding 

all his enorts, he ftill flu£luated betwen favour and 

difgrace, and at laft was fain to flielter himfelf under 

. the hat of a cardinal. As fbr th^ count de Lemos, 

who had fome fhare in the adminiftration^ he afie£l- 

ed to patronize men of genius, though he had hardly 

penetration enough to diilinguifh merit ; and the 

little tafte he poflefled was fo much warped by vanity 

and felf conceit, that there was no other avenue to 

.his friendfhip but the road of adulation and pane* 

,gyriq j we need not, therefore, wonder that his 

. bounty was fo fparingly beflowed upon Cerv*ntes> 

whofe confcious worth and fpirit would not fuffer 

him tp.pradice fuch fervillty of proftratipn.. 

. . I^ftther than ftoop fo far beneath the dignity of his 
own charafter, he refolved to endure the fevered 

* ilings of fortune, and for a feries of years wreftlcd 
with unconceivable vexation and diftrefs. Even in 

. this low fituation, he was not exempted from the HI 
offices of thofe who envied his talents and his fame» 
The bad writers vilified his genius, and cenfured his 
morals ; they conftriied I>on Quixote into an imper-^ 
tinent libel, and endeavoured to depreciate his exem- 
plary novels, which were publiflied at Madrid, in 
the year 16+3.- This performance is fuch as might 
be expefted from the invention and elegance of Cer- 
vantes, and was accordingly approved by the beft 
judges of his time. Indeed, it muft have been a 
great confolation to him, in the midft of his misfpr«^ 
tunes, to fee himfelf celebrated by the choiceft wits 
of Spain 5 and, among the reft, by the renowned 
Lope de Vega, prince of the Spanifli theatre, whdi 
both during the life and after the death of our smi^ 
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-fchor, mentioned him in the moft refpeftful terms 
of * admiration. 

But, of all the infufts t6 which he was expofed 
from the malevolence of mankind, nothing provoked 
him fo much, as the outrage he fuftained from the 
infolence and knavery oiF an author who, while he 
was preparing the fccond part of Don Quixote for 
the prefs, in the year 1614, publifhed a-peifbrmance,' 
intituled. The fecond Volume of the fage Hidalgo 
Don Quixote de la Mancha, containing his third 
fally, compofed by the licentiate Alonzo Fernandez 
de Avellanda, a native of Tordefillas ; dedicated to 
the alcaides, regidors, and gentlemen of the noble 
town of Argamafilla, the happy country of Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, This impoftor, not con- 
tented with having robbed Cervantes of bis plan, 
and, as fome people believe, of a good part of his 
copy, attacked him perfonally in his preface, in the 
moft virMent manner, accufing him of envy, malice^ 
peeviflinefs, and rancour ; reproaching him with his 
poverty, and taxing him with having abufed his co- 
tentporary writers, particularly Lope de Vega, under 
the ihadow of whofe reputation this fpurious writer 
takes ftielter, pretending to have been lafhed, toge- 
ther with that great genius, in fome of our author's 
critical refleftions* 

In fpitc of the difguife he aflumed, Cervantes diC- 
covered him to be an Arragonian ; and in all^ proba- 
bility knew his real name, whicK howevier, he did 
not think proper to tranfmit to pofterity; and his 
filence in this particular was the refult either of dif- 
cretion, or cpntempt. If he was a perfon of confe- 
quence, as fome people fuppofe, it was uudoubtedly 



* Laurel de Apollo Selra 8. 

«*TVident 



The life oe CERVANTES. xxi 

prudent in Cervantes to pretend ignoxance of his true 
name and quality ; becaufe, utider the fliadow of 
that pretence, he could the more fecurely chaftife him 
for his dullnefs, fcurrillity, and prefumption : but if 
he knew him to be a man of no chara£ier or eftima- 
tion in life, he ought to have deemed him altogether 
unworthy of his refentment ; for his produdion was 
fuch as could not poflibly prejudice our authof's inte- 
reft or reputation. It is altogether void of invention 
;ind propriety : the characters of Don Quixote and 
Sancho are flattened into the moft infipid abfurdity ^ 
the adventures are uneiitertaining and improbable; 
and tlie ftile barbarous^ fwoln, and pedantic. 

Howfoever Gaavedra's fortune might have been af- 
fcfted by this fraudulent anticipation; I am perfuaded, 
ffom the coifideration of his magnanimity, that he 
would have iooked upon the attempt with filent dif- 
dain, had the fiftitious Avellaneda abftained from 
perfonal abufe, : but finding himfelf foinjurioufly up- 
braided with c times which his foul abhorred, he gave 
a loofe ^o his indignation and ridicule, which appear- 
through the preface and fecond part of Don Quixote, 
in a variety of aimadverfions equally witty and 
fcvcxe. Indeed, the genuine continuation, which 
was publiQied in the year 1615, convinced the world 
that no other perfon could complete the plan of the 
original projeftor. It was received with univerfal 
joy and approbation : and in very little time tranf- 
lated into the languages of Italy, France, England, 
and other countries, where though the knight ap- 
peared to. difadvantagCj he was treated as a noble 
ftraiiger of fuperlative merit and diftinftion. ^ 

. In. the year after the publication of his novels^ 
Ce^antes uih.eredinto the world a poem, called, A 
Voyage to. Parnaflus^ dedics^ttsd. tfO, Don Rodf igo de 

Tapia, 
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Tapia, knight of St. Jago. This performance is an 
ironiclc fatire on the Spaniih poets of his time^ writ- 
ten in imitationof Caefar Caporali, who lafhed his con- 
temporaries of Italy^ under the fame title ; though Sa- 
avedra feems to have had alfo another fcope : namely, 
to complain of the little regard that was paid to 
his own age and talents. Thofe who will not allow- 
this piece to be an excellent poem, cannot help 
owning that it abounds with wit and manly fatire ; 
and that nothing could be a more keen reproach 
upon the tafte and patronage of the times, than tlie 
dialogue that pafTes between him and Apollo ; to* 
whom, after having made a bold, yet juft recapitu- 
l;ition of his own fuccefs in writing, he pathetically 
complains that he was- denied a feat among his bre- 
thren ; and takes occafion to obferve, that rewafds 
were not beftowed according to merit, but in confe-v 
quence of intereft and favour. 

He has, upon other occafions, made fevere remarks 
upon the fcarcity of patrons among the nobility of 
Spain, and even aimed the (hafts of his fatire at the 
throne itfelf. In his dedication of th« fecond part of 
Don Quixote, to the count de J^emos, he proceeds 
in this ironicle drain : ** But no perfon exprefles a 
greater defire of feeing my Don Quixote, Uian the 
mighty emperor of China, who, about a month ago, 
fent me a letter by an exprefs, defiring, or rather 
befeeching, me to fupply him with a copy of that per- 
formance, as he intended to build and endow a col- 
lege for teacbing^ the Spanifli language from my booky 
and was refolved to make me re&or or principal 
teacher." I a&ed if his majefty had fent me any- 
thing towards defraying the charges j and when he 
anfwered in the negative, ** Why then, friend, faid I, 
you may return to China as foon'^as you pleafe ; for 
my own part, I am not in a ftate of health to under- 
take 
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take fach a long journey ; befides, I am not only 
weak in body, but ilili weaker in purfe, and fo I am 
the Emperor's moft humble fervant. In (hort, em- 
peror for emperor, and monarch for monarch, to 
take one with the other, and fet the hare's head 
againft the goofe giblets, there is the noble count de^ 
Lemos, at Naples, who, without any r«£):orihipSi 
fupportSj protects, and favours me to my heart's con* 
tent/* 

This facetious paragraph certainly alludes to fome, 
unfubftantial promife he had received from the court. 
At the fame time I cannot help obferving that his 
gratitude and acknowledgment to the count de Le- 
mos, feem to have greatly exceeded the obligation : 
for, at this very time, while he is extolling his geiie- 
xofity, he gives us to underftand that his circum- 
ftances were extremely indigent. 

At the very time of this dedication, the poverty of 
Cervantes had increafed to fuch a degree of diflrefs, 
that he was fain to fell eight plays, and as many in- 
terludes, to Juan Villaroel, becaufe he had neither 
means nor credit for printing them at his own ex- 
pence. Thefe /theatrical pieces, which were publifhed 
at Madrid in fStic year 1 615, though counted inferior to 
many productions of Lope de V ega, have, neverthe- 
kfs, merit enough to perfuade the difcerning reader 
that they would have fucceeded in the reprefentatioii ; 
but he was no favourite with the players, who have 
always arrogated'tothcmfelves the prerogative ot 
judging and. rejecting the productions of the drama :' 
and,. as they forebore to offer, he difdained to folicit 
their acceptance. The truth is, he confidered aCtors 
as the fervants of the public, who, though intitled to a 
certain degree of favour and encouragement for the 
entertainment the^ afforded, ought ever to demean 

thnv- 
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themfelves with modefty and refpeft far their bcnc- 
faftors ; and he had often profefled himfelf an enemy, 
to the felf-fufficiency, infolence, and outrageous be- 
haviour of the king's company, fome of whom had 
been guilty of the moft flagrant crimes, and even 
committed murder with, impunity. 

It is fometknes in the power of the moft incpnfi- 
derable wretch to mortify a charafter of the highcft 
dignity. Cervantes, notwithftanding his x^ontempt 
of fuch petty critics, could not help feeling the petu- 
lance of a puny player, who prefumed to depreciate 
the talents of this venerable father of the ftage. 
" Some years * ago, fays he, I had recourfe again to 
my old amufement, and, on the fuppofition that the 
times was not altered fince my name was in fome 
eftimation, I -compofed a few pieces for the ftage ; 
but found no birds in laft year's nefts : my meanings 
is, I could find no player who would alk for my per- 
formances, though the whole company knew they were 
finiihed ; fo that I threw them afide, and condemned 
them to perpetiial filence. About this time, a cer- 
tain bookfeller told me he would have purchafed my 
plays, had he not been prevented by an aftor, wha 
fold that from my profe much might be cxpeftcd, 
but nothing from my verfe. I confefs, I was not a. 
little chagrined at hearing this declaration ; and faid= 
to myfelf, either I am quite altered or the times are 
greatly improved, contrary to common obfervation, 
by which the paft is always preferred to the prefent. 
I revifcd my comedies, together with fome interludes 
which had lain fome time in a corner, and I did not 
think them fo wretched, but that they might appeal 
from the muddy brain of this player, to the clearer 
perception of other aftors lefs fcrupulous and mote 

• In his preface to hit plijrt, 

judicious 
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jndtclous-*— Being quite out of huiiKHir» I |>«tTted' 
with the copy to a bookfeller, who oflfered mc a 
tolerable price; I took his money, without giving 
mjfelf any farther trouble about the aflors, and 
he printed them as you fee. I could wiih they were 
the beft in the world, or, at leaft poflefled ot fome 
merit. Gentle reader, thou wilt foon fee how they 
are, and if thou canft find any thing to thy liking, 
and afterwards (hould happen to neet with my back- 
biting ador, defire him, for mct, to take care and. 
mend himfetf; for I offend no man: as for the 
plays, thou mayeft tell him, they contain no glaring: 
nonfenfe, no palpable abfurdities." 

The fource of this indifference towards Cervantes 
we can eafily explain, bjr obfervmg that Lope de' 
Vega had, by this time, engrofled me theatre, and 
the favour, of the public, to fuch a degree as enfured, 
fuccefs to all his performances ; fo that the players, 
would not run any riik of mifcarriagei in exhibiting 
the produfbions of an old neglef^ed veteran, who, 
had neither Inclination nor ability to fupport his 
theatrical pieces by dint of intereft and cabal. Far 
from being able to raife fa£lions in his favour, he 
could hardly fubflft in the moft parfimonious man« 
Tier, and in all probability would have a£bually liar* 
ved, had not the charity of the count de Lemps en* 
abled him barely to breathe. 

The laft work he finiflied was a novel, intituled. 
The Troubles of Perfiles and Sigifmunda, which, 
however, he did not live to fee in print. This child 
of his old age he mentions * in the warrmed terms of 
paternal affcdion, preferring it to. all the reft of 
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Iris produftions ; a compliment which every authw 
pays to the youngefl offspring of his genius; for* 
V'hatever fentence the world may pronounce, every- 
man thinks he daily improves in experience and un- 
derftanding •, and that in refufing the pre-eminence 
to his laft effort, he would fairly own the decay and 
degeneracy of his own talents. 

We muft not fctowever Impute the encomiums, 
'which Cervantes beftows upon his laft performance to 
this fond partiality alone ; bccaufe the book has in- 
dubitable merit, and as he himfelf fays, may pre- 
fume to vie with the celebrated romance of Heliodo- 
Tus * in elegance of diftion, entertaining incidents, 
a^nd fecundity of invention. Before this novel favj?^the 
Kght our aethoT "was {<azed with a dropfy, which 
gradually conveyed him to his grave ; and nothing 
-<!ouId:give a more advantageous idea of his charadler 
than the fortitude and good humour which he ap- 
pears to have maintained to the laft moment of his. 
life, overwhelmed as he was with mifery, old age, 
and an incurable diftempcr. The preface and dedi- 
cation of his Perfiles and Sigiftnundacontain a journal 
of his laft ftage, by which we arei^nabled to guefs at 
the precife time of his deceafe. ** Loving reader," 
faid he, "us two of my friends and myfelf were com- 
ing from the famous town of Efquivias — ^famous, I 
fay, on a thoufand accounts j firft, for its illuftrious 
families, atul, fecondly, for its more illuftrious wines, 
&:c. -I heard fomebody galloping after us, with in- 
tent as I ^imagined, to join our company; and, in-- 
deed, he foon^uftified my conjefture, by calling out 
to us to ride more foftly. We accordingly waited 
for this ftrangsr, who, riding up * to us upon a flic 
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afs, appeared to be a grey ftudent-, for he was 
cioathed in grey, with country bufkins fuch as pea- 
fants wear to defend their legs in harveft time, round 
toed fhoes, a fword provided, as it happened, with a * 
tolerable chape, a ftarched band, and an even num- 
ber of three thread bredes ; for the truth is, he had 
but two", and, as his band would every now and . 
then fhift to one fide, he took incredible pains to 
adjuft it again.'* "Gentlemen," faid he, **you arc 
going, belike, to folici^t fome poll or penfion at court: 
bis eminence of Toledo muft be there, to be fure, 
or the king at leaft, by. your making fuch hade. In 
gbod faith I could hardly overtake you, though my af« 
hath been more than once applauded for a tolerable 
ambler." To Ithis addrcfs one of my companions 
replied, " We are obliged to fet on at a good rate, 
to keep up with that there mettlefome nag, belong- 
ing to Signor Miguel de Cervantes." Scarce had the 
ftudent heard my name, when fpringing from the back 
of his afs, whrle his pannel fell one way, and his 
wallet another, he ran towards me, and . taking 
hold of my ftirrup, ^* Aye, aye," cried he, ^^ this is 
tHe found cripple 1 the renowned, the merry writer ^ 
in a word, the darling of the mufes!" In order- 
to make fome return to thefe high compliments, t 
threw my arms about his neck, fo that he loft bis 
b^nd by the eagernefs ♦my embraces, and told him . 
that he was miftaken, like many of my well-wifh- 
ers. " r am,, indeed,- Cervantes," faid I, " but not 
the darling of the mufes, or in aijy ftiape deferving 
of thofe encomiums you have beftowed ; be pleafed, 
therefore, good fignor, to remount your beaft, and ' 
let us travel together like friends the reft of the way.'* 
The courteous ftudent -took my adviccj and as we 
'pgged on foftly together, the converfation happening 
to turn on the fubjeft of my illnefs, the ftranger foon 
pronounced my doom, by affiiring mc that my dif- 
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ten\i)icr wa§ a dropfy> vJhich all the water of th^ ocean, 
although it were npt fait, would never be able to 
qyiench. "Therefore fignor Cervantes/' ^dded the 
ft'^dent, ^ yoju muftf totally abftain from drink, but 
do not forget to eat heartily ; and this regiinen will 
ici'efl: ypur recovery without phyfiq*" "I. have re^- 
calved the fame advice from other people," anfwered 
ly " but I cannot help drinking, as if I had been bora 
to do.npthinff elfe but drink. 'My life is drawing to 
a,period, ana -by the daily journal of my pulfe, which, 
1 find, will have finifhed its courfe by. next Sunday, 
at fartheft, I.fl)all alfo have fiuifhed my career j fo 
tliat you com? in the very nick of time to be ac- 
quainted with mc, though I IbaU have no opportunity 
of (hewing how mwch.I'am obliged tojou for your 
good will. By th^s time he haof reached the Tole- 
do bridge, where finding we muifl: part, I embrace4, 
my ftu^ent once more, and he. having returned the 
c6mp|liment with great cordiality, fpurred up his 
b^aft, and left me as ill. difppfed on my horfe as he 
\^as ill mounted on his afs; although my pen itched 
tq be writing foin^ humorous defcription of his equi- 
page : buit, adiew my. merry, friend^ all; for I aa|, 
going to. die, and I hppe to meet you a.gain in the 
other world,.as h^py as heart can wiflu" 

A^tpx. this adventure, wh|||^ he fo pleafantly re- 
lates, nay, even in his lafl moments, he di£lated z, 
xxipij; affefltiojiate dedics^tion to his paljon, the count 
df, Lemos, who was. at that, time, pfefid^^t of the 
fupreme cpuncil. in Italy. Hp begins facetioufly 
with a quotatJGin from an old ballad, then proceeds. 
to telj his excellency, that he had received extreme; 
u,n<Sfci6n,. and was oi^ the brinlt, qf . eterpity $ yet he 
Mjifhed he CQuldj live. to. fee thecount's return, and 
even to finilh the "Wrecks of the Garden, and the 
fecbnd.pa^rt of G^^U^^ in whi^h h^ hs|4 xnf^.fon^ 
progrei?. 

This 
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Tilts dedication was dated April 19, 161 7, and in 
all probability the author died the very next day, 
9S the ceremony of the un£iion is never performed 
until the patient is fuppofed to be in extremity ; cer- 
tain it is, he did not long furvivc this period ; for 
in September, a licence was granted to Donna Cata- 
lina de Salaza, widow of Miguel de Cervantes Saa- 
^edra, to print the Troubles of Perfiles and Sigif- 
munda, a northern hiftory, which wa# accordingly 
publifl^ed at Madrid^ and afteiwards tranflated into 
Italianv 

Thud have I collefbed and related all the material 
ciTCumftances mentioned by hiilory and tradition, 
concerning the life of Cervantes, which I fhall con- 
clude with the portrait of his perfon, drawn by his 
own pen, in the preface to his novels. His vifage 
was (harp and aquiline, his hair of a chefnut colour, 
his forehead fmooth and high, his nofe hookifh or 
hawki(b, his eye brifk and cheerful, his mouth little, 
his beard originally of a golden hue, his upper lip 
furniihed with large muftachios, his complexion fair, 
his ftature of the middling fize: and he tells us, 
moreover, that he was thick in the fhoulders, and 
not very light of foot. 

In a word, Cervantes whether confidered as ^ 
writer or a man, will be found worthy of univerfal 
approbation and efteem; as we cannot help applaud- 
ing that fortitude and courage which no difficulty 
could difturb, and no danger difmayj while wc 
admire that delightful dream of humour and in- 
vention, which flowed fo plenteous and fo pure, 
furmounting all the mounds of malice and advei- 
fity, 
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'T^HE tranffator'is aim-, m this undertaking, was 
^ to maintain that ludicrous folemnity and felf- 
importance by which the inimlcable Cervantes has- 
diftinguilhed the charafter of I>on Quixote, without 
raifing him to the infipid rank of a dry philofopher, 
or debafing him^ to the melancholy circumftances. 
and unentertaining caprice of an ordinary madman ; 
and* to preferve the native humour of Sancho Panza 
from degenerating into a mere proverbial phlegm, or 
afFefted buflFoonery. 

He has endeavoured to retain the fpirit and ideas, 
without fervilely adhering to the literal expreflioii 
©f the original ; from which, however he has not 
fo far deviated, as to deftroy that formality of idiom 
fo peculiar to the Spaniards, and fo elTential to the 
eharadlcr of the work* 

The fatire and propriety of many alluffons, whfch 
had been loft in the change of cuftom and lapfe of 
time, are rcftored in explanatory notes ; and the 
whole is condu£led with that care and circumfpec* 
tion, which ought to be exerted by every author, 
who in attempting to improve upon a taik already 
performed, fubje£t» himfelf to the n:u)ft invidioua 
comparifont 
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PREFACE 

TO T H E 

READER. 

TDLE reader, without an 6ath thou mayeft be- 
'*' lieve, that I wifli this book, as the child of my 
underftanding, were the mod beautiful, fprightly, 
and difcreet produftion that ever was conceived. 
But it was not in my power to contravene the 6r- 
der of Qature, in confequenice of wliich, every crea- 
ture procreates its own refemblance : what therefore 
could be engendered in my barren, ill-cultivated 
> genius, but a dry meagre ofFspring, wayward, caprl- 
ciousy and full of whimfical notions peculiar to mj 
own hnagination, as if produced in a priibn, which 
is the feat of inconvenience, and the habitation of 
evcrydifmal* found. Quiet folitude, pleafant fields, 
ierene 'weather, purling ftreams, and tranquillity of 
mind, contribute fo much to the fecundity even of 
•the mod barren genius, that it will bring forth pro- 
^^Hcms fo fair as to awaken the admiration and de-^ 
'Ught of mankind. 

-A man who is To finfortttnate as to have an ugly 
nchildy deftitute of etttj graceand faTOurable cndow- 
*inent, nmy*bc fo hood*winked by paternal tendcrnefe, 
^at he cannot perceive his defcds ; but on the con- 
trary, looks upon every blemlfli as a beauty, and re- 
counts to kts friends every inftance of his folly as -a 
iampleof his "^rit : butfl, who, though feemingly the 
parent, am no other than the ftepfather of Doiv 
/Quixote, will not fail with the ftream of cuftom,nor^. 
like fome others, fiipplicate thee, gentle reader, with 
the tears in my eyes, tovpardon or conceal the &nks 
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which thou mayefl fpy in this produftion. TBott 
art neither its father nor kinfman ; haft thy own 
Foul in thy own body, and a will as free as the fineft v 
thou a¥t in thyownhoufe, of which I hold thee as^ 
abfolute maftcr as the king of his revenue ! and thou 

•knoweft the' common faying, "Under my cloak the 
king is a joke." Thefe coiifi derations free and ex- 

.' empt thee from all manner of reftnunt and' obliga- 

• tion ; fo that thou mayeft fully and frankly declare^ 

- thy opinion of this hiftory, without fear cf calumny 
' for tliy cenfure, and without hope of reqompenfe 

for thy approbation. 
' ' I wifhed only to prefcnt thee with the perfornv- 

• ance, clean, neat, and naked, without the ornament 
'of a preface, and unincumbered with an innum&* 

rable catalogue of fuch fonnets, epigrams, and com-^ 
mendatory verfes, as are generally prefixed to the 

' produ£lions of the prefent age ; for I can afTure thee» 
that although the compofition of the book hath coft 
me fome trouble, I have found more difficulty in 

•writiiig this pre£ac«,, which is now under thy infpec- 

- tion : divers and fimdry times did I feize tke* pen, 
and as often laid it afide, for want of knowing what 

'to fay;- and during this uneafy ft ate of fufpenfe, 

• while I was one day ruminating on the fubjed, with 
the paper before me, the quill behind my ear, my 
elbow fixed on the table, and my check leaning on 

• my hand ; a friend of mine who pofTeffes a great 
*fund of humour and an excellent underftanding^ 
: fuddenly entered the apartment, and finding me in 

this mufing pofture, aflced the caufe of my being fo 
. contemplative ? As I had no^occafion to conceal the 

• nature of my perplexity,. I told him I was ftudying a 
preface for tne hiftory o£ Don Quixote.;. a taik which 
I found fo difficult, that I was refolved to defift, and 
even fupprefs the adventures of fuch a noble cavalier ; 
for you may very eafily fuppofe how much I muft be 

.xonipunded at the animadverfion of that ancient law^ 
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. j;iver the vulgar, when it fliall fee me, after Co many 
years that I have flept in filence and in oblivion, pro- 
' duce, in my old age, a performance as dry as a rufli, 
barren of invention, meagre in ftile, beggarly m con- 
ceit, and utterly deftitute of wit and erudition; 
without quotation in the margin, or annotations at 
the end j as we fee in otlier books, let them be never 
fo fabulous and profane : indeed they are generally 
{o fluffed with apotliegms from Ariilotle, Plato, and 
the whole body of philofophers, that they excite tlic 
admiration of the readers, who look upon fuch au- 
thors as men of. unbounded knowledge, elo^*|encc, 
. and erudition. When they bring a citation from the 
. holy Scripture, one would take them for fo t many 
St. Thoipas's and other dolors of the church ; here- 
. in obfi^rving fuch ingenious decorum, that in one line 
- they will reprefent a frantic lover, and in the very 
. next begin with a godly fermon, from which the 
chriilian readers, and even the hearers, receive 
. much comfort and edification. Now, my bookmuft 
.appear without all thefe advantages ; for I can neither 
.quote in the margin, nor note in the end : nor do I 
,know what authors I have imitated, that I may> like 
the reft of my brethren^ prefix them to the work in 
. alphabetical order, beginning with Ariftotle, and 
ending in Xenophon, Zoilus^ or Zeuxis, though 
one was a backbiter, and the other a painter. My 
.hiftory muft likewife be pubUfhed without poems at 
the beginning at leaft, without fonnets written by 
•dukes^ marquijSes, counts, bi(hops> ladies, and ce- 
lebrated poets : although^ ihould I make the demand, 
I know two or three good-natured friends who 
, would oblige me with fuch verfes as ihould not be 
equalled by the moft famous poetry in Spain. 

In a word, my good friend, laid I, fignor Don 
Quixote fhall be buried in the archives of la Mancha, 
until Hteaven ihall provide fome perfon to adorn him 
with thofe decorations he feems. to want -, fov I find 
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"tnyfclf attogether unequal to the taflt, Aroiigli Inftif* 
•iqicncy ami want of learning; and becaufe I am na- 
turally too bafltful and inAc/kUt to go in queft of 
•authors to hjivhit I myfeif can &y as vrell xi^ithout 
their affiftance. Hence arofemy thoughtfulnefs ami 
meditation, which you will not wonder at, liOW th«t 
you hareheird the caufe. My friend havitig iiftenexl 
attentively to my f cmonftrance, iap{>ed his fotchead 
with the pahn of his band, and burfting into a loutd 
4augh : "Foi^e -Odd! bw>thcT, faid he, ^I am noiJlr 
*iindecpJveri of iln^^rror,, in whieh I hate litbd dutiilg 
the i^kofle term of our acquaftitance ^ 'for I always 
looked upon you as a perfon of prudence and difcrc- 
»tion ; but now, Tfee, ybu arc as fer from that cha- 
*ra£ter as hdaven h diltant frorh the earth. What*? 
u it poffible that fiich a trifling inconvenience, ib ^^ 
*fi!y remeiied, ihould have power to huortlfy and: pet- 
!plex a genius like yours, brought to Aich maturity,, 
-and fo well calculated to demolifli and Atrmount much 
^greater difficulties ? in good faith this does not pro-^ 
xeed from M^nt of abllility, but from exceffive indo- 
llcnce, that impedes the escrcife of feafohr If y^^ 
VbuW be Convinced of ttetrdth Of whiti^lte%*,. 
qjive me tbe'hcariiig,^'ahdinnhc twfakiiiig of tin ey«, 
^all your difficulties (h^l vatitflv ^^ ^ temadt^be ^tt^ 
dfcribed for all thofe defers whiih, you fti j, J>iirp*at 
your ^nderftanding, und diter^you from aiiiertng 'to* 
the light your'hiftbry of Ac fenown^ftd D<»i:Qtttx6i5&,, 
the luminary and foic mirror of fcnij^t-etranttyl" 
-Hearing this rfechiration, Idefifed be uwmld fell me 
In whdt ntenner he propofedto fill'ifp'thclf^M^^liy 
•of my appifeHenfibn, -to diffttfe iight>> and re^fieis fe 
-erder the Aaosof my oobftifion; nitd'he i^JJlte*> 
" Your firft 6bje<aiO«,;ita!iicly, tSie wacntof fbhflKtu, 
'CfHgrams, and dontmfcndatbr^y vcrfes from perfcrnfe of 
rank ind igitiyhy, 'may bte obvimed, Wjr yourisfiklfa^ 
the trouble 'tO' toi^npote jtbi'jm yourfelf, 'and thfen yoit 
%nay chriften Aeki by a'tiy ±tttft youc^U thfidk 'prts 
i^ tQ choofe> fathering them upon Preftor John of 
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the Indies, or the emperor of Trcbifoiidt who> I am 
well informed, were, very f»mou$ poets : and even 
fliould this intelligence be untrue, and a few pedants 
and bachelors of arts Ihould bapkrbite ^d grumble 
at your condud, yen need not value them three far-, 
things ; for, although they convi£k you of a lie, they 
cannot cut off the hand that wrote it *•» 

With regard to the pra£lice of quoting in the 
margin,- fuch bQo|c& and authors as have fumiflied 
you with fentences.and fayings for the embelUfhment, 
of your hiftory, you have nothing to do, but to fea- 
foo the work with fome Latin maxima which your 
own memory will fuggeft, or a little induftry in 
fearqhing, eaply obtain ; for e:icample, in treating of 
freedom and- cs^pjtivity, you m^j. fj^y, " Non bene pro 
toto. libertag venditur auro :" and quote Horace, or 
whom you ple^fe, in the margin. If the power of. 
death happens to be your fubje^i you have at hand, 
<< Pallidar mors aequo pulfat pede. pauperum tabernas 
regumqpe turres.'* And in expatiating upon the 
Ipve and friendfhip which God commands us to en- 
tertain even for our enemies, you may have recourfe 
to the holy Scripture, tho;Ugh you fhould have never 
fp little curiofity, and fay in tne very words of God 
himfclf, "Ego autem dico vobis, diligite inimicos 
veftros." In explaining the nsiture of malevolence, 
you may again extra£): from the Gofpel, '* De corde 
exeunt cogitationes mala^." And the inftabiUty of 
fjriends may be apfly illuftrated by this diftich of Cato, 
** Done^c eris felex, multps numerabis amicos ; tem- 
p^oxa fi fuerint nubilla, folu§ eris." By thefe, and- 
o|herfuch fcrape^of Latii), you may pafs for an able 
g^^mmarian ; a c])ara<£ter of no fmall honour and ad- 
vi^nt^ge in thefe days. And as to the. annotations at' 
the end of the book, you may fafely furnifli them in 
this manper : when you. ch«i)ce to write about giants, 
be fufe to mention Qoliath, and this name alone 
whic^ cpfts ypu notliiiigt wiU affprd a grand annota-v 

* AUading to the loft of hit haftd in the battle of Lepanto. 
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tron, couAed in 'thefe words: The giant Golias, ' 
or Goliat,^ was a Phiiiftine, whom the fliepherd Da- 
vid flew with a ftone from a fling, in the valley of 
Terebinthus, as it is writteh in fuch a chapter of tlic 
book of Kings.'' 

If you have a mind to difplay your erudition and 
knowledge of cofmography, take an opportunity to ' 
introduce the river Tagus into your hiftory, and this 
will fupply you with another famous annotation, thus' 
exprefled : *^ The river Tagus, fo called from a king 
of Spain, takes it rife in fuch a place, and is lofl: in 
the fea, after having kifled the walls of the famous 
city of Lifbon •, and isfaid to have golden fands, &c.** 
If you treat of robbers, I will relate the ftory of 
Cacus, which I have by rote. If of harlots, the 
bi(hop of Mondoneda will lend you a Lamia, a Lais,- 
and a Flora, and fuch a note will greatly redound to 
your credit. When you write of cruelty, Ovid will 
furrender his Medea. When you mention wizzards' 
a-nd enchanters, you will find a Calypfo in Homer, 
arnd a Circe in Virgil. If you have occafion to fpeak 
of valiant Captains, Julius C«far ftands ready drawn 
in his own Commentaries ; and from Plutarch you 
may extraft a thoufand Alexanders. If your theme 
be love, and you have but two ounces of the Tufcan 
tongue, you will light upon Leon Hebreo, who will 
fill up the meafure of your defire : and if you do not' 
choofe to travel into foreign countries, you have at 
home Fonfeca's tVeatife, On the love of God, in 
which all that you, or the moft ingenious critic can 
defire, is fully decyphered and difcufled. In a word, 
there is nothing more to be done, than to procure a * 
number of thefe names, and hint at their particular 
ftories in your text ; and leave to me the tafk of mak- 
ing annotations and quotations, with which Til en- 
gage, on pain of death, to fill up all the margins, 
befides four whole fheets at the end of the book, 
tet us now proceed to the citation of authors fo 
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'fpequent *in other books, and fo little ufed in your 
performance ; the remedy is obvious and eafy : take 
the trouble to find a book that quotes the whole, 
tribe ajpl^beticall-y, as you obferved from Alpha to 
Omega, and transfer>them into your book j and though 
the abfurdity fhouH appear never fo glaring, as there 
is no neceffity for ufing *fuch names, it w^ill fignify 
nothing. Nay, perhaps, fome reader will be weak 
enough to believe you have aftually availed yourfelf 
of all thofe authors, in the fimple and fmcere hiftory. 
you have compofed ; and if fuch a large catalogue of 
writers fliould anfwer no other purpofe, it may Terve' 
at firft fight to give fome authority to the production : 
iior will any perfon take the trouble to examine, 
-whether you have or have not .followed thofe origi- 
nals, bccaufe he can reap no benefit from his labour. ' 
But if I am not miftaken, your book needs none of 
thofe embellifliments in which you fay it is defeftive ; 
for it is one continued fatire upon books of chivalry , 
a fubje£i which Ariftotle never invefligated, St. Bafil 
never mentioned, and Cicero, never explained. The 
punctuality of truths and the obfervationa of aftro-' 
logy, fall not within the fabulous relation of our ad- 
ventures ; to the defcription of which, neither the 
proportions of geometry, nor -the confirmation of 
xhetorical arguments, arc of the leaft i^nportance ; 
nor hath it any connection with preaching, or ming- 
ling dinlfie truths with human imignation ; a mix- 
ture M^hich no chriftlan's fancy fliould conceive. It 
only feeks to avail itfeJf of imitation, and the more 
perfedl this is, the more entertaining the book will 
be : now, as your fole aim in writing, is to invalidate 
the authority, and ridicule the abfurdity of thofe 
books of chivalry, which have, as it were, fafcinated * 
the eyes and judgment of the world, and in particu- 
lar of the vulgar, you have no occafion to go a beg- ' 
ging maxims from philofophers, exortations froni 
holy wtit, fables from poets, fpceches from orators, 
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or miracles from faints ; your bu Griefs is, with plain 
fignificant, well chofcn an(i elegant words, to render 
your periods fonorous, and 'your ftile entertaining ; 
to give fpirit and expreffion to all your defcriptions, 
and communicate your ideas without obfcurity and 
cpnfufion. You muft endeavour to write in fuch a 
manner as to convert melancholy into mirth, increafe 
good humour, entertain the ignorant, excite the ad- 
miration of the learned, efcape the contempt of gra- 
vity, and attraft applaufe from perfons of ingenuity 
and tafte. Finally, let your aim be levelled againft 
that ill-founded bulwark of idle books of chivalry, 
abhorred by many, but applauded by more, which 
if you can batter down, ypu will have atchieved no 
inconCderable exploit." 

I liftened to my friend's advice in profound (ilence) 
and his remarks made fuch impreffion upon my mind, 
that I admitted them without hefitation or difpute, 
and , refolved that they fliould appear inftead of a 
preface. Thou wilt, therefore, gentle reader, per- 
ceive his difcretion, and my good luck in finding 
fuch a counfellor in fuch an emergency ; nor wilt 
thou he forry to receive, thus genuine and undif- 
guifed, the hiftory of the renowned Don Quixote de 
la Mancha, who, in the opinion of all the people 
that live in the diilrift.of JVIontiel, was the moft vir- 
tuous and valiant knight who had appeared for many 
y^ars in that neighbourhood. I fliall not pi€lbnd to 
inhance the merit of having introduced thee to fuch 
a famous and honourable cavalier j but I expeck 
thanks for having made thee acquainted with Sancho 
Panza in whom I think are united all the fquirifli 
graces which we find fcattered through the whole 
tribe of vain books written on the fubjedt of chivalry^ 
So, praying that God will give thee health, wiAout 
forgetting fiich an humble creature as me, I bid thee 

heartily farewel. 

7 THE 
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CHAP. L 

. Of ihe Quality and amttfoaients of the renowned 
DON QUIXOTE de la Mancha. 

IN a certain ccnmer of la Mancha, the name of which 
I do not dhufe to remember, there lately lived one 
of thofe country gentlemen^ ^ho adorn their.halls With 
a nifty laiice and Tvcdrm-eaten target, and ride forA 
oh the Ikeleton of a borfe, to courfe with a fort of a 
ftarved greyhound, i 

Three^fourths of his incGttie were fcarce fufficient 
to afford a diih of hodge-podge, in which the mutton 
bore * no proportion to the beef, for dinner ; a plate 
6{ falmagundy commonly at fupper f j gripes and 

m I fc *»-Mfc.^i^ l ii . I »H i I I ■—■i^JMM. ■■■■^11. Ill i t ■ I ■ I I mmm^^^^»mmmu^^. 

* Mutton in Spain is counted gfeatly preferable to beef. 
\ SJIjiicoh, which is the word in the original, is no other thau 
cold beef fliced, aBd cateo with oil, vinegar, suui pepper. 

Vol. L B . . grum- 
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•grumblings* on Saturdays^ lentils on Fridays, and 
the addition of a pigeon or fome fuch thing on the 
Lord's-day. The remaining part of his revenue was 
confumed in the purchafe of a fine black fuit, with 
velvet breeches and flippers of the fame,. for holy-days y 
and a coat of home-fpun, which he wore, in honour 
•of his country, during the reft of the week. 

He maintained a female houfekeeper turned of for- 
ty, a liiece of about half that age, and a trufty young 

* .Gripes and grumblings, in Spanilh Duelt y ^iiehrantas ; the true 
meaning of which the former tranflators have been at great pains to 
inveftigate, as the importance of the fubjedl (no doubt) required. 
But their labours have, unhappily, ended in notliing elfe but conjec- 
tures, which, for the entertainment and inftru&ion of our readrrs, 
we beg leave to repeat. One interprets the phrafe into coUops and 
fggs, « being" faith he, ** a very forry dilh." In this deci&on, 
kowever, he is contradided by another commentator, who aiSrms, 
« it is a mefs too good to mortify withal ;'* neither can this virtuofo 
agree with a late editor, who tranilaccs the paiTage in queftion into 
an amlet ; but takes occafiou to'fall out with Boyer forhis defcriptioni 
of that diih, which he mod fagaciouily underftauds to be a ** bacon 
froize," or rather fryze, from its being fried, from frit in French ; 
and concludes with this judicious query, <* after all thefe learned 
difquifitions, who knows but the author means a ^iih of nichils ?" 
If .this was his meaning indeed, Turcly we may venture to conclude^ 
that failing was very expenflve in la Mancha ; for the author men- 
tions the' Dueiet y ^ebrantos among thofe articles that confumed 
three-fourths ef the knight's income. 

Having confidered tliis momentous affair with all the deliberation 
•t dtiierves, we in our turn prcfent the reader with cucumbers, greens,, 
or peafe-porridge, as the fruit of our induftrious rcfearches ; being 
thereunto determined by the literal fignification of the text, which 
is not '' grumblings and groanings,** as tlie lail-mentioned ingenious 
annpuatol^ feems to think, but rather pains and breakings ; and evi- 
dently points at fuch eatables as generate and expel wind ; qiudities 
(cs every body knows) eminently inherent in thofe vegetables we 
have mentioned as our hero's Saturday's rcpalL 

fellow^ 
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fellow, fit for fielcl and market^ who could turn his 
hand to uny thing, either to faddle the horfe or han- 
dle 'the hough*. 

. Our fquire, who bordered upon fifty, was of a tough 
. C6nftitution, extremely meagre, and hard featured^ 
an early rifer, and in point of exercife, another Nim- 
rod !• He is faid to have gone by the name of Quix- 
ada, or Quefada (for in this particular, the authors, 
who mention that circumftance,difagree),[though,from 
the moft probable conjeftures, we may conchide, that 
he was called by the fignificant name of Quixada J i 
but this is of fmall importance to the hiftory, in the 
^ourfe of which it will be fufficient if we fwcrvc not 
a tittle from the truth. 

• Be it known, therefore, that this faid honeft gcn- 
tleipan, at his leifure hours, which engrofled the great- 
eft part of the year, addi£led himfclf to the reading 
of books of chivalry, which he perufed with fuch rap- 
ture and application, that he not only forgot the plea- 
fures of the chace, but alfo utterly negle£led the ma- 
nagement of his eftate : nay, to fuch a pafs did his cu- 
riofity and madnefs in this particular drive him, that 
he fold many good acres of Terra Firma, to purchafe 
books of knight-errantrv, with which he furniflied his 
library to the utmoft oi his power ; but none of them 
plea fed him fo much as thpfe that were written by the 
famous Feliciano de Silva, whom he adrpired as the 
pearl of all authors, for the brilliancy of hi3 profe, and. 
the beautiful perplexity of his expreflion. , How was 
he tranfported, when he read thofe amorous complaints, 
and doughty challenges, that fo often occur in,hi$ works ! 
** The reafon of the unreafonable ufage my reafon 



* Podi/dera WtciiWy fignlfies a pnining-hook. 
f In the original, a loyer of hunting. 

4 r^ixadat lignifics jaw^y of which our knight had an extraordinary 
proviflon. 

B 2 has 
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has tntt with, To unfeafonis my i^fon, that I hare 
reafon to complain of your beauty :" ami how did he 
. enjoy the following flower ' of cpmpofkion ! *f The 
. high heairen of ybuir divinity, which "^Ith ftaf s divine- 
ly fortifies your beauty, and renders you meifit^otta 
of that merit, which by your highnefs is merited." 

Irhe "jpoor gentlemati Iqft his iehfes in poring, over, 
»nd attempting to difcover, the meaning of thefe and 
6ther fuch thapfodiefs, which Ariftotle himfelf Would 
Hot be able to unravel, were he to rife from tfee dead 
. fct, that purpofe only. He could not ^mprehehd the 
probability of thofe direful woutids, given and receiv- 
. . ed 'by Don B^llianis, whofe face, and whole carcafe, 
muft have remained quite covered with marks atid 
fears, ^ven allowing *hriti to have been cur^d by the 
moft expert furgeons of the afge in which he lived^• 

He, notwithltanding, bellowed great commenda- 
tions on the author, Sjt^ho cofncludes his %ook with the 
ptomife of finifhiilg that interminable ativenture 5 and 
was ixiort than drtce tncKned to feize the quill, With 
a view of petfdrming ^;phat was left undone ; nay, he 
tvould have aiftiially accompirflied the affeir, and pub- 
tifii^d it adcdnlingly, Irad hot reflections of greater 
hiorilent employed his inhfagination, and diverted him 
from the eieciition of that dcfign. 

DiVei^ and obftinate wcte the difptrtes he maintain* 
ed agiiinft the parfon of the parifh (a man of fomc 
leat^ing, who had ta^en his degrees at Siguenza *), 
6n that puzzling qucftion, whether Palmerin of Eng- 
land, or Amadls de Gaul, was the moft illuftrious 
. knight-errant ? But matter Nicholas, who afted as 
bai'ber to the village, affirmed, that none of them 
equalled the Knight of the Sun^ or indeed could be 
compared to him in any degree, except Don Galaor> 



'^ Siguernux, a icmr^ ihuated on the brinks f£he Heoares, in New 
Caftile, in which there is a Imall lUUYcriitT. 

brother 
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brother of Amadia de Qaul ; foi: !?!& (Ufpofition vf^s 
adapted. tQ all emct^encies; he waf neither fuch a pre- 
tik, nor {\^h a puling coxcomb as bis brother fao4 
in point of valpur his( equal at leaft. 

So e^g^er aod entangled was bur Hidalgo * in thi$ 
kind of hiftory, that he woiild ditch read from m0rn- 
ning to nights and from mght to morning again, withr 
out interruption ; till at laft, the moifiure of his braii^ 
bt^ing quite ci(haui}ed with indefatigable watching. <U)d 
ftudy, he fairly loft his wits : all Uut he bad read of ' 
quarrels, euchan|n>ents, battles, challenges, wounds^ 
tortures, ai3iQro.us complaints; aipid other improbablei 
conceits, taofcfuU ppfleflipn of his fancy 5 ^d he be^ 
lieved all thofe roma,ntiQ exploits fo implicitly, that, 
in his opinion, tl^ holy fcripture was i?ipt more true. 
He obferved that; Cid Ruydiaa wa^ an excellent Hnight 5^ 
but not equalto the Lord of the flaming-i'fword, who, 
vith one back-ftroke h^d cut two fierce and monftrouj; 
giants through the ip.iddle,.. He had ilill a better 
ophiion of Berna^rdp, ^l Carpio, who, at the battle of 
Roncevalies, put the enchanted Orlando f to death 
^y the fame ipeans that Hercules ufed, when h« 
Wrangled the earth-born Anteus, Neither was he fi- 
J^n^ ia the praife of Morgan te> who, though of that 
gigantic rape which is noted for infolence and inei- 
YiUty, was pi^rfe^ly j^ffable and well bred. But his; 
^hief fi^youn^ was Reynaldo of Montal.bani wlioin he 
hugely adipD\red fox ^i^. prowefs, in f^ilying from hi^ 
^afUe^^o rob ^r^eUers^ and aboye all things^ for his 



^' Hiditigt has muf b tke fame applicatiotn in Spmn as Sqoic^ ill Bn£«» 
'9Qd; though it Uteuiljr figniiies the fon «f iom^pthiug, ift C9!Dtr«L« 
wftittiftion to thofc wh« are the fons of nothing. 

t Orlando, the fuppofcd nephew of Charleniagnc, aild poetital 
hero of B^iardQ a^ A»P^ 9 f*i4 1^ te^ ^cn wjvulpcra^lc in aU 
B^«. of hi« bo^j, except the f(pl^ ^1 ^i« fe^t, i|i}h^Ii be t^ere^ore 
took care to fecure with double plates of ajmour.. 

B 3 dexterity 
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dexterity in ftealing that idol of the impoftor Maho- 
met, T^^hich, according to the hiftory, was of folid 
gold. ' For an opportunity of pummelling the traitor 
* Galalon, he wotild willingly have given his houfe- 
kecper, body and foul, nay and his niece into the bar- 
gain. In lliort, his underftanding being quite pervert- 
ed, he was feized with the ftrangeft whim that ever 
entered the brain of a madman. This Was no other 
^ than a full perfuafion, that it was higlxly expedient 
and neceflary, not only for his own honour, but alfo 
for the good of the public, that he ihoUld profefs 
knight-errantry, and ride through the world- in arms 
to feek adventures, and conform in all points to the 
practice of thofe itinerant heroes whofe exploits he 
had read ; redreding all manner of grievances, and 
courting all occafions of expofing himfelf to fuch dan- 
gers, as in the event would entitle him to everlafting 
renown. This poor lunatic looked upbn himfelf al- 
ready as good as feated, by his own fingle valour, on 
the throne of T*tebifond ; and intoxicated with thefe 
agreeable vapours of his unaccountable folly, refolved 
to put his defign in practice forthwith. '" 

In the firft place, he cleaned an old fuit of armour, 
which had belonged to fome of his^ anceftors, and 
which he found in his garret, where it had lain for 
&veral ages, quite covered over with mouldinefs and 
ruft 5 but hating fcoured and put it to rights, as well 
as he could, he perceived, that inftead of a complete 
helmet, there was only a (imple head-piece without a 
beaver. This unlucky defeft; however, his induftry 
fupplied by a vizor, which he made of pafte-board, 
and fixed lb artificially to the morrion, that it looked 
like an entire helmet. True it is, that in order to try 



* Galalon is faid to haTC betrayed Charlemagne's army aft Ronce- 
▼alles, where it \Tas roughly hsmdrcd by the Moors, in his retreat 
from Spaia. 

if 
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if it \^$ ftrong enough to rifk his jaws in, he un(heath- 
ed hisfword, andbeftowed upon it two hearty ftrokes, 
the firft of which, in a twinkling, undid his whole 
weefc*s labour. He did not at all approve of the fa- 
cility with which he hewed it in pieces ; and therefore,^ 
to fecurehimfelf from any fuch danger for the future, 
went to work anew. He faced it with a. plate of iron,, 
in fuch a manner, as that he remained fatisfled of its 
ftrength, without putting it to a fecohd trial, and look- 
ed upon it a3 a mod finiihed piece of armour. 

He next vifited his horfe, which (though he had: 
more corners than a ♦ rial, being as lean as Gonela'sj^ 
that *^ tantum pellis ct ofla fuit'*) neverdiclefs, in his* 
eye, appeared infinitely preferable to Alexander's Bu- 
cephalus, or the Cid's Babieca. Four days he confum- 
ed, in inventing a n^rae for tliis remarkable fteed ;; 
fuggefling to himfelf what an impropriety it would be, 
if an horfe of his qualities, belonging to fuch a renown- 
ed knight, fhould gowithout fome founding and figni- 
ficant appellation : he therefore refolved to accomnic- 
ctate him with one that fliould not only declare hia 
paft, but alfo his prefent capacity ; for he thought it 
but reafonable, that fince his mafter had altered his 
condition, he (hould alfo change his horfe^s name, 
and inveft him with fome fublime and foiiorous ep - 
thet, fuitable to the new order and employment he 
pYofefled : accordingly, after haying chofen, rejefted,, 
'amended, tortured, and revolved a world of names in 
his imagination, he fixed upon Rozinante f ; an ap- 



i^j>. 



* This 18^ joke upon the kmg:ht*8 fleed, which was fo meagre 
ttiat hii bbne« ihick out like the corners of a Spaniih rta^i a coin of' 
fery irregular ihape, not unlike the figure in geometry raBed 7V<»- 

' f Roxinanie impb'es that which "^as form^Iy an ordinary horfe,^ 
though, tht dnte fetms to have heen intended hy theknight as a hadge^ 
of diftin Aion, by which- hejwas ranked ^^« all other liorics. 

B 4 pellationi 
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pellationi, in Ws, opinion^ lofty, fonprcus^ 20x3 ex- 
preffive not only of his foxmei:> hut lijce^irife 0/ bis pre- 
fent fituation, which entltledv him tor t]he prrfercncc 
over all other horfes under the fun* Having thus de- 
nominated hi&horfe, fo much to his ownratis&iftipn,,h< 
, was defiroua of doing himfielf the like juftie«^ ^nd af- 
ter eight days ftuidy,. a£liially affumed 3ve title of Doa 
Quixote : from wiJeixce, ae hath been objfetyed*, thct 
^^uthojTS of this authentic Wftory concluded* that hi4' 
former name muft have Beeii Quis^ado^ a^id not Que- 
feda, a^ others^ qre pleafed to afhrm. Biit recoUefltirig 
that the. valiant Amadi^^, not fati%fi.ed wii^h th^t 6*mple, 
:}^peUation,, idded ta it that of kh country,. J^d in^ 
prder to dignify the plajce of his; najti;vlt:yi caJUed hicri- 
felf Amadis de Gaul j he refolved> like a,Mrorthy knight,^ 
to follow fuch an illaftrious example, and affume the 
name of Don Quixote de la Mancha ; which, in his 
opinion,, fully expreffed his g^^r^tion, and at the; 
fame time reflected infinite honour on his fortunate 
country. 

Accordingly, his armour being fcoured^ his beaiver 
fitted to his. head-piece, hi& fteed arcoflampdated witlx 
a. name> and bis. own dignij^ed with thefe additionsji 
he xefici^ed., tii^t. nothing elfe wa» wwting» but 9 la^^ 
dy to i^pire hinx with Ipye v for a. knighXf ^rmpJ: with- 
W a mulreik would be like a Uee d^fti^uto of leatvci^ 
and fi:uit, or a bpdy without a fqul. " Xf> faid he,, for 
my fins, qk rather foe nxy, honquiv I ihauld e^^a^e 
with, (ome. giant,, ^n adventure^ common La krughl-eri 
rantry, and overthrow him in the field, by cleav- 
ing him in twain, or in Utort di&rm and fttbdtie hif» t 
wM. iX not h« highly prpp^i; th^A I fcpuWt ha^^c.^ mif- 
tcefet to wbiQm, I n^y fend my ^^onquened foe, wh^, 
cowing; intp. the jr^fence of tKje. (?harmii^ Iwj^ wili 
fall upon his knees, and fay, in an humble and ijiibT. 
9BftT# ten* : ^^ Imrompwiabl^ p^iftaeii% I vi^ th^ ^ant , 
Ca««a)i<imbjKQ^ k»rdt o£ tfat: ift»wl of MaliadsaAi^ who^ 
beinjg vaaquiftul itk iogfe coBiIvit by tk« iAOAacibi^ 

kxiigbt 



by him to 0Tel|ii|t ^^yfelf h^oTC your beauty, tts^t | 
m^y b€) difpoie4 of ^eonlfis^ tp the pl^fure of jrour' 
highnefs ?" Rpw did th^ hif^rt of oiuf vorthy Imight 
dsMicQ with joy^ wh^H hf; YLn^r^d (hi9 »d4re& -^ and 
flill mor^i vh« h^ fow4 ^ M? worthy 9i hi« ^^ 
fc<aiw I Tbi§^ Acy iiy» v»^ ?n Mte> bMxwW|. (Poun-- 
<ry weflc^i c^^Uf^ Aldonz^i Lpr^ncn, vh« bK4 in th^ 
lieigh^vihQo4> «ud vritb whf^R^ be h94 fmpdctly be^i^ 
in lov^ ; tl^oivg^ bf 9^1 atrcoont^^ ih^ f^ever k^cit^ WX 

fane. heir(Bl£ ^ }^^ft c^woen* ^tbont tl^ nm^t. Hor 
C lo^ed upon I* QO^ iii|aU6e4» i^ ^ re^£k^, U> 1^ 
the qnqm «| hin k^JniutvDna Si atnt p^tti^g biii inv^«<^ 
tt^ ?g9n tQ ij^ |;»c]i^ Idt % mm^. i\^tikovUt Vear 

f^ipc ^.^y witb h^it o^9» 9a4 at th^ hm time ^••^ 

<;wi^ ai Briwief% inr l^^f «^ %wJity» he 4f^eKmiac4 tc^ 
c?41 he? I>i^i<yf9 4i^ TqMe^ te: being a native of 

ifeat plgi^^i i^ mi»(?» i«hi$i Qi^niqp^ mdAf^caJj, roitvanti^^ 
^iid e:iFpT$i§v<^ U^^ ^e rt^ whkh iMf^ Iwl 9pprQ;xi»U4 

CHAP. ff. 

Of the ^ge DoK (2KjTXOTE*3 firft f;^ ftom his own 

. habitation.. 

'TpHESE jnrepaTations being made, he ccnfi hq 
•* longer reflft the deftre of executhig his defign ^ 
refle£ting with impatience on the injury his delaf bc-^ 
cafioned in the world, where there waa abimdanre of 
grievances to be redrefl^d, wrongs to be reQlfied> er-»- 
rors to be ^mended, abu&s tp be reformed* and do\*bt$ 
to be removed ; he therefore, without comwinicat-r 
ing Ijis intention to any body, or bcur^ feen by ;| liv- 
ing ibul^ one morning before day* in the fcgriphir^g 
month of July, put on hi^ armQur* m.QUnted. Rq?a- 
x^uite> buckled his ill-coRt;rived helmet, braced his. 
target^ feized hia lance^ and through the back door 

B s at 
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of his yard, fallied into the fields, in a rapture of joyv 
occafionedby thi$eafy and fuccefsful beginning of his 
admirable undertaking : but fcarce was he clear of the 
village, when he was aflaulted by fuch a terrible ob- 

{'eftion, as had well-nigh induced our hero to abandon 
lis enterprize direftly : for he recoUefted that he had 
never been knighted ; and therefore, according to the 
laws of chivalry, he neither could nor ought to enter 
the lifts with any antagonift of that degree 5 hay^ even 
granting he had received that mark of diftindlion, it 
was hrs duty to wear white armour, like a new knight^ 
without any device on his {hield, until fiich time as 
his valour mould entitle him to that honour *^ 

Thefe cogitations made him waver a littfe in his 

!)lan 5 but his madnefs prevailing over every other c6ft- 
ideration, fuggefted, that he might be duobed by the 
firft perfon he fhould meet, after the example of many 
others who had faBbn upon the fame expecKent; as 
hehadreadihthofe mifchievous bobks which had dif- 
ordered his imagination f; With refped to the white 
ajmour, he propofed, with the firft opportunity, to- 
fcour his own, until it ftould be fairer than ermine r 
and having fi^tisfied his confcience in this manner, he 
Durfued his defign, wkhout following any other-road 
than that which his hprfe w^ pleafed to choofe ; be- 
ing perfuaded, that in fo doing, he manifefted the 
true fpirit gf adventure^ Thus proceeded our flam^ 
ing adventurer,^ while he uttered the following foli- 
loquy :.■ 



i*»i 



* According to the. ancient mles of:cbivalry,jio man was intitled' 
to the rank and degree ot knighthood^, until he had been in aSnal 
battle, and taken a prlfoner with hi» own hand; 

f -It waaxommoa fo^ one knight to dob another. Francu I. lung 
•f France, was knighted, at his own deiire, by the chevaCer Bayard^ 
wko was looked upon as the flower ofcluvalry, 

«Doubt>*^ 
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**' Doubtlefs, m future ages, when the true hlfto* 
ry of my famed exploits ihall come to light, the fage 
author, when he recounts my firft and early fally, will.- 
exprefs himfelf in this manner: *^ Scarce had ruddy 
Phoebus, o'er this wide and fpacious earth, difplayedi 
•the golden threads of his refulgent hair ; and fcarce 
'4lie little painted warblers with their forky tongues^, 
in foft, mellifluous harmony, had hailed the approach. 
.of rofy-wing*d Aurora, who ftealing from her jealous, 
jhufband's couch, through the balconies and aerial gates^ 
ef -Mancha's bright horizon, ftood confefled to won»^ 
dering mortals ; when lo I the illuftrious knight Don* 
Quixote de la Mancha, upfpringing from the lazy 
down, befirode fam'd Rozlnante .his unriyal'd fleed ^; 
and through Montiel's ancient, well-known field (which 
was really the cafe) purfued his way." Then he added, 
** O fortunate age !. O happy times ! in which (hall 
be made public my incomparable atchievements, wor-- 
thy to be engraved in brafs, on. marble fculptured,. 
and in painting ihewn, as great examples to futurity V. 
and O ! thou, fage enchanter, whatfoever thoumay'Ifc: 
be, doomed to- record the wondrous ftory ! forget not,* 
I befeech thee, my trufty Rozinante, the firm com- 
panion o£ my various fate !'^ Then making a fudden: 
tranfition,, he exclaimed as if he bad be^. actually ia? 
love, " O Dulcinea, fovereign princefs of this cap- 
tive hearty, what dire affli£tion haft thou ni^ade me fuf-^ 
fer, thus haniihed fr6m thy prefence wjth reproach, » 
znd fettered by thy rigorous command, not to appear • 
again, before thy beautious face f. Deign,;: prineei^rto» 
remember this thy faithful flayc,, who. now endures ^ 
fuch mifery for love of thee !" Thefe and other fuch. 
thapfodics he ftrung together j imitaliiig,^ as muclra«; 
in him lay, the ftyk of. thofe ridiculous books >vhich. 
he had read;,and- jogged along,., in fpite of' the fua 
.which beamfcd upon him fo intesfely iot, that /urely ' 
his brains,, if any had reinained,.wottld have Jbeen fried 

£6/ m 
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in bis frun : tbatvhok day cKd he tvaire}> without en-» 
countering anv thing worHi meatfoi^ng } ^ eircui^^ 
ita^ice th^t grieyed him foFely^ £pv he had expected 
lo find fbmc bb|e£k Qn v^hich Ke eoiiki. tfj ih» proweft 
of his valijint arm *• 

Some avjdiQTs f^y hi$ firflr adventtii«^ was that ef the 
afs of Lapicc ; but Qthers affirm, that the^ Windhnilte 
ad the maidenhead, of hti vabur r all that I can aver 
oC the matter, in confequence of wha^ I found Keeord-^ 
ed in thq annals of la Mancha, is, that-having travel* 
led the whole day^ his horfe and he^ about twilight^ 
foujnd themfeJhres exceffively wearied^ and half dead 
D^hh hunger ; and d^at loojdng around fbr, feme e^le 
QT (heeprcot, in whjch he might allay the eraivifigs of 
!nature, by repofe and refreQiment $ be decried, not 
far from the road, an inn, uKrhiph he looked upon a^ 
the ftar that would guide him to the poreh, if not the 
palace, of hi$ redemption : in this hope, he pot fywrs. 
to his horfe, and juft in the twiKght reached the gate^ 
where, at. that timev there happened to be two kdiee^ 
<?f the game, who, being on th^ir journey to Seville^ 
with the carriers, had ch^ced tor take up tfieir night'a 
lodging in this placc% 

As our hcTQ^ imaguiatioti conrerted whatfberer 
he faw, heard, or confider^d,. into fon^thing of 
which he had read in book$ of chivalry v he no iaoner ' 
perceived the inny than hi$ fauncy reprefented it as a 
Kately caftle with its fomF.iAwer^ and pinnacles of 
(hining filver, acQonxodated wkk a draw-bridge^ deep 
inoat, and all other conveniencies th^t ^e defcribed 
as belonging to buildinigs of that kixid; 

* He might h,vre^ imitated the young knight dcfci^ihed in Petce- 
Ji^reft, ^ho havin^brcfi dubbed b> kisg Alozandef, r^^ }nt;e a wood^ 
tfid attacked the trees with fuch ftiry and addrefs, that the kin|f aadt 
la» whole court was convinged pf hit proweft and dcaterhy* 

When 
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Wken he tmis 'vrithin si fin^I difta9ee of thi9r^]% 
-vduch to him ktjmi % ^aiftlf, h^ d^M^ br^^ ^4 
ftopt Roaiii»ftta» iahop^ tha^l fome d^rar-f w^mU nf^ 
pe9F upoa thef b^9ale^tl9^ , ^M fig9i£y hi« ^mva) by 
foand of trumpet: but as this cttejaiqi^f yras. uqi ^ 
perfojraed fo fooa aft ho. e^rpc^J^d, 9b4 1^1$ f^ed ex-' 
prefied great eagemcfs (q bie m t^ ftable i hc^ rodi^ 
up to the gate» and obferving the WtHf^a wmf h^ 
hefbrojnentianed^ oaiftook them for t^p b€;%^fujl 
inliden^ or agre^le ladies, enjoyipig th^ C9^ 
bree^^ at the caftle-gate*. At tha^ xnAmt a fvv^er 
herdf wkti in a field £urd hy> waft tendiiisig a di^^e of 
hogs (untk kane be U fippken}) chavced to blow hi^ 
hosiv ia order to ooUe^his fcattered fubjeiis: iniw 
mediaMdy liks ksdghlfs expedaytiw ^a^ iiUfilkd^ sind 
coacludiiag tbair vow the dwatf hsid gWeh ihe fignal 
0f hi» approach, he rode towards tfa^ ioa wi^ infir 
idee fatisfa&ioa. The ladie^ do faoAcr peji^eived 
(ttdi a ftrange figure^ armed with, twice mi target^ ' 
than tJKev were feized with coafteniatioii^ 2^. ti» 
^flBf^hted. to the gate; but Don^Qgbote) giieiBn^ 
their terror hy> their flight, lifted, up hid pafto-I^MKarS 
vizor, and difcovettng his xneagre ka^knm: jaw^ be-f 
^neaoed with du£b, addrefled ^h»m thusi with gentlf 
voice and courteour demeanour : ^^. Fl]|' mir noti. kdiea^ 
por di^ead th^ kaft ^irQot'; £qi it hebfigs n»t t^ the 
order of luogh^ood, which 1 prqfcfa, ta injure ^ny 
aortaV nuiea kfs £vxh high'4)am damfl^ as y^j^r ap^ 
peara^Ge declared yon to. hsJ* - 

The wenckssv wha ft^xed at him wijtix alt theif 
Guiiofity^ in «9der to difcaver his; face, which thi^ 
ftrry bcaveii cooiceaied^ hearing theotfelvet ilyled 
iDEiQHr^BOJtir Di^MSELS^, aa epithet fo foreign tQ theif 
tU3o&iPion, could contain themCelvfis no kinger, bu| 
Durft out into fuch a fit of laughing, that Don Quixote, 
being offended, rebuked tnem in thefe words: 
** Kothing ia mote cenuueii^dhk iabeautff ul women 

than 
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<han modefty ; atwl nothing more . ridiculous lSi2n 
laughter por ceeding from a flight caufe : but this { 
mention not as a reproach, by wnich I may incur yout 
indignation ; on the contrary, my intention is only to 
do you fervice." 

■! 1 hi^ addrefs, which was wholly unintelligible to 
the ladies, together with the ludicrous appearance of 
hiitt who pronounced it, increafcd their mirth, which 
kindled the knight's anger, and he began to wax 
wrotbj when luckily the landlord interpofed. This 
innkeeper, who, by reafon of hi^ unwieldly belly, was 
of a pacific difpofition, no fooner beheld the prepof- 
terous figure of our hero, equipped with fuch ill- 
fuited accoutrements as his bridle, latice, target, and 
Corilet compofed, than he was feized with an incli* 
nation to join the nymphs in their unfeafonable mer* 
riment 5 but being juftly afraid of incenfing the owne» 
of fuch unaccountable furniture, he refolvedto'be<>> 
have civilly, and accordingly accofted him in thefe 
words^ " iSir knight, if your worfliip wants lodgings 
you may be accommodated in this inn with every 
thing in great abundance except S'bed; for at pre- 
fcnt we have not 6ne unengaged." Don Q^ote 
perceiving the humility of the governor of the caftlej 
for fuch he fuppofed the landlord to be, anfweredj 
*' For me, fignor Caftellano, any thing will fuffice; 
my drefs is armour, battles my repofe, &c.**' Mine 
hoit imagining that he called him Caftellano*, be-» 
caufe he looked like a hypocritical rogue ; though in^ 
deed he was an Andahinan, born^on the coaftof St. 
Lucar, as great a thief asCacus, and more mi&hievous 
than a collegian or page§ replied with a fneer, ** If 
that be the cafe, I fuppofe your worfhip's couch* is no. 
ether than the flinty rock, and your, fleep i>erpetual. 
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waking ; fb that you may alight with the comfortable 
afiuraitce^ that you will find in this manfion, con- 
tinual opportunities of defying fleep, not only for 
one mghtjbut for a whole year, if you pl^afe to try 
the experiment." With thefe words, he laid hold of 
of the ftirrup of Don- Quixote, who difmounting 
with infinite pain and diSiculty,. occafioned by his 
having traveUed aU day long without any refpe{hmeni^ 
bad the landlord take fpecial care of hisfteed; for, 
he obferved, » better piece of horfe^fleih iiad sever 
broke bread;. 

- The innkeeper, tho** with all his penetration he: 
could not difcem any: qualities. i& Rozinantefuffi-* 
eient to juilify one half of what was^faid in his praife^ 
led him civilly into the ftable, and^ having done the 
honours of tite place, returned to receive the com- 
mands of his other gtseft, whom, he found in the 
hands of the high-bom damfels, who having by this; 
time reconciled themfelves to him, were bufied in 
taking ofiVhis armour : they had already difencum- 
bered him of his back and breail-plates, but could 
fall upon no method of difengaging his head and> 
neck from his ill-contrived helmet and gorget, which 
were faft tied with green ribbons,, the goraian knots 
of which no human hands could loofe ^ and he would^ 
by no means, allow theni- to be cut v. fo that he re- 
mained all night armed from the* throat upwards^, 
s^d afforded as odd ^id comical a? ipeQside as evev 
was fcen>. While thefe kind harridans^ whom he- 

. fiippofed: 



* This circumftance of the ladies difarxning the knight, is eza6lly: 
conformible to the piBtSUcc of chivalry?:' tho* hifr refufing to lay 
^de his helmet is- no great argument of his courtefy or attachment 
to the laws^and cuftoms of his profeilioQ ; for, among. knights, it was 
looked upon at an ixv4iip.ciiiihkJnark.ol,r£f££d« ta appear without 

the 
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fuppofed ta bo the conff^UeSi lady and dau^^, wjrr 
emplqyed in this hof^iUahle offiee, he faid to'them 
with a fmilc of inconceivable plbafarc^ "Never wa» ' 
i:aightfo honoured by the fervice of ladies as Don 
Quixote when he foft uflicaKd himfelf intp;thc woAd% 
lacfies tninifteTed ui\to him, iand princefles took charge 
of his Rozinante. O Rpzinante ! (for that, fair 
ladies, is: the name of my ileed, iand Don Quixote 
de ]a Mancha the appellation of his naafter) not that 
I intended to have difclofed myfetf uh^il ike deeds^ 
atchieved in your fervice fliould have made m& known ^ 
kut^ in CH^dcr to accoi^amQdaKte'my prefent Etuatton to 
that venerable comance of Sar Lancelot, I anaohHged 
to difeover my name a little piematureiy \ yet the ' 
time will come, when your higisnefiesfhall commsindf 
and I will ofaeir^ and the valour of this avm lefkify 
the defire I fed of being your flavc.**^^ 

The charmers whoni nature never defignod to ex-^^ 
pofe to fuch eittmordinany compliments, ai^^red 
not a fyUable, hut afked if he chofe to have any thin^ 
for fuppe^ I To which khad queftioh Don Quixote 
xeplied^* that from the information of his bow^, Jbe 
believed nothing eatable eould come amifs. As it 
was unluckily a meagre day, ^he inn afforded n» 
pther fare than fome bundles of that (iih which is 
eailed Abadexo in Caftile, Haccalao in Andalufia^ 
Cuxadi^h) in fome parts of Spain, and Truehnela ia 
others : ib that they enquired if his worfhi^ could eat 
Truchuelai for these wae no other fiih to be- had. 
** A number of troutlings, anfwered the knight, will 
pleafe me as much as one trout : for, in my opinion^ 

tkc hclput in cWtrckf and in t^ pcefence of ladleai W reQieifcable 
perlbnages; an^adeed, in thofeisvtitinies, (liiswas confidered asa. 
fieceifary ^lask and p^vof of peaeea^^ iuteotien ; hoice we deri^'ft 
tho okftoxa of uiMiidriag tht b«ad ia £dtttatiMU 

tight 
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agKt Cngle riate are equivalent to. one piece of eight ; 
be(lde3) thofe troutlinss mzy be as much prefciable 
to trouts,. as veal is to beef, or Iamb to mutton* : be 
that as it will, let the fifh be immediatly produced j 
for the toil and burthen of arms are not to be borne 
withot fatisfying the cravings of th^ flomach." A 
table being therefore covered at the inn door, for the 
b^efit of^ A% eoolair, mine hoft brought out a eut of 
Baccalao, wret^iedJy watered,- an<l viilainouily cook* 
ed, with a loaf as black and greafy as his gueft's own 
armour : bttt his- -manner* of eating afforded iniimte 
fubj^^ for n»irth: f<)r his head being inclQfed in* his 
helmet, and the beaver li&ed up, hi« own hands 
could be of no ibrvice in reaching the food to his 
mouth: 9n4 therb£ore one of tlie ladies undertook to 
perform that office j but they found it impoffible to 
convey drink in the fame manner ; and our hero mut^ 
have made aA uncomfortable meal, if the landlord 
had not bored a cane, and putting one end of it in 
his mouth poured fome wine into the other ; an ope- 
ration he endured with patience, rather than fuffep the' 
ribbons of his helmet to be^eftroyeii. 

While they wer^s thus ei»ploycd a fow-gclder hjjp- 
pened to arrive at the inn, andt winding th$ee or fouif 
fekfts with his- horn^ confirmed i>on Quixote in hia^ 
opinion, th^' he fat in fome facr^d vaftle, entertai^r^ 
€d with in.uiie during his repaft, which, confiding o£ 
deJkate tfoutling and; bread of the fineft four, was 
iisrved up, not hy a brace of harlots, and a thelvifti^ 
mnkeeper, but by the hh hands of two bea^tifu) 
ladies, and the coi^rteous governor of the place 
This conceii juftified his undertaking, and renaered 
Mm v^ry h^ppy* in the fuccefs of his 6rft fallv ^ bufr 
he was mortified, when he recoUeftcd that ne was 

^ 19 t|ic origins^ qv kid to lie«>goat« 
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^ript as yet kniglited : fcedaufe he tHou^t that he conH 
hot lawfully atchieve'smy adventures without having 

been firft inveftcd Willi' that honourable order. 

* ■ •, _ -. - . . »,^. -• . ' . 

G . H A JP. III. 

The diverting ex^i^slicnt Don .Quixote fiJlsupow 

in order to be knighted. . 



H 



Arafled by this reflexion, he abridged his forry 
meal, and called for the landlord, with whom 
having (hut himfelf up in the liable, he fell upon his 
kneesi and addrefled the fuppofed eonftable in thefe 
words.: " Never will I arife from this fuppliant pof- 
ture, thrice valiant knight, until your courtefy fhall 
grant the boon I mean to beg ; a boon> that will not 
only redound to your particular praife> but alfo to 
the ineftimable benefit of m?mkind in general *»'* 
The innkeeper hearing fuch difcourfe proceed- from 
the mouth of his gueft who kneeled before him, was 
aftoniihcdj and gazed at our hcro^. without know- 
ing what to fay or do : at length, howeverj he in- 
treated him to rife; but this requeft was .abfolutely 
refufed, until he afliired him that his booii fhould be 
granted^ *^ Sigijor," faid Don Quixote, "I could 
expeft no lefs from the courtefy of your magnificence,; 
I will now therefore tell you, that the boon which I 
have begged, and obtained from your generofity, isy. 
^at you will,* to-morrow morning, vouchfafe to con- 
fer upon me the order of knighthood. ; This night 
will I watch my arms in the chapel of your caftle ; 
that the morning, as I faid, may fulfil my eager de- 



* • This' requefi was a little premature, itiafmach as thepfa^ice 
of chivalry did npt authorife the fuppliant to aflc a boon of his god^ 
&ther, until he was dubbed, and thea he had a right to demand it. 

firqi 
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fire, and enable me, as I ought, to traverfc the four 
corners of the world, in feafch of adventures for tlie 
relief of the diftrqfled, according to the duty and 
office of chivr.lry, and of thofe knights-errant, in imi- 
tation of whom my genius is ftrongly ad<]i£led to 
fuch atchievements." ' 

The landlord, who, as we have already obferve4f 
Was a fort o»f a wag, and had froni the beginning 
fufpefted that his. lodge's bram was none of the 
founded, having heard hiiri to an end, no longer en- 
tertained any doubts about the matter j imd, in order 
to regale himfelf and the feft 6f his guefts with a difh 
of mirth, refolved to huifiitiiur Him in liis extravagance. 
With this view, he toldliimy that Jiothing could be 
more juft and reafon^ble than his requ eft, his con- 
ceptions being eictremely wetrfuited,* and natural to 
fuch a peerlefs knight as his Coitimandip^ prefence 
and gallant demeanour dcmdnftrated him to be ; that 
he himfelf had, in his youth exercifed the honourable 
profeflion of errantry, ftrolling from place to place 
in queft of adventures, in the.courfe of which he did 
hot fail to vi(xt the fuburbs of Malaga, the ifles of 
Riarah, the booths of Seville, the market-place of 
Segovia, the olive-garden of Valencia, the little 
tower of Grenada, the bay of St. Lucar, the fpout 
of * Cordova, the publick-houfes of Toledo, and many 
Other places in which he had exercifed the daxtenty 
of his hands as well, as the lightnefs of his heels, 
doing infinite n^ifchief, courting widows withoht num- 
ber, debauching damfels,, ruining heirs, and, in fliortj^ 
making himfelf known at the bar of every tribunal in 
Spain : tliat, at length, he had retired to the caftle. 



• Literally the colt of Cordova, becaufc the water guflies out of a 
fountain, refembling 4n horfe's mowtb. Thefc are places of refort 
■frequented by thieves andfliarper$* 

where 
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where he lived onjxis own inea^s, tog^lhei: with.thjoi4P 
of other peopi? ; accoinmodating knight»*erran.t of 
every, qualify a,nd degtee, folely on account; of tJjQ 
a/Feftion he bore to them, and to the coin which they 
Parted with in return for hi$ hpfyitality. He mprcT 
over informed him, tliat tlierc wais no chacpel in the 
caftle at prefent^ wheic he could watch hi§ ajcmoiir, 
it having h?en demoHfl\ed in prder to, bie rebwiltj h\^% 
thatj in cafe of neceflity,, ^3 he very weJl fenew,. hir 
might choofe anothei: placo > that the cp^rt-yaard of 
the caftk would very weU ferye the purpofe> wh^r^, 
when ihe knighi; fhould have watched all night,^ hie 
the hoft, would in the ;iioj:ning> with. Go^ §. per- 
miilioii, perform all the other ceremonies required^ 
and create him npt only a, knight, l^ut fuQh a ope a$, 
Ihould not have his fellow in the whole univt rf^t 

He then, afked, if he carried any pioney abpjL^t witl^ 
him, and the knight i^eplled* that h^.ha.d not a fouft % 
for he had never read in the hiftory pf k^i^ht$ er-» 
rant, that they had ever troubled themfelves with any 
(uch incumbrance. The innkeepex a.flured' him that 
he was very much miftakeh ; foi:, that though np. 
fuch circymftjvnce v.ras to he found in thofe hiftori^S;^ 
tjie iiuthe^s h«iving thought U fu|>^rflttpujs to ngentioii 
thing6 thiit were fo plainly xx^ceff^ry-as money ancl 
^le^n fcirtSj^ it w?s not to .$e Ofpppfed thatt their he- 
roes traxelUd without fuppli(e§ of bpthi fee mkht,^ 
therefore,, take it for gtantedand uncontrpvertibl^,^ 
that aU thofc knights, whofe anions i^re fp voluji;iinis 
oufly r^^orded, never rode without their p-Ui^fes well- 
lined in cafes of en^ergency * i not forgetting to carry a^ 

ft3Cl| 



* Here ^elajo^lord waamore felfifh than Qbfervant of thecoftojns 
of chivaby; for kojghtswere adlually exempted from all expcnca 
whatever; except when cjama^et were awi^r^t^cl afainft th^m in % 

court 
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ftock of litittij with a frtiatl box of ointment to cure the 
ttrounds they might receive in the coutfe of their ad- 
ventures; for it was not tb be imagined, that any 
other "relief ttras to be had every time they /hould 
have occafion to fight, and be wounded in fields and 
deferts 5 u'nlefs they were befriended by fome fage 
enchanter, who would aflift them, by tranfporting 
thfotigh the air, in a cloUd, fome damfel, or dwarr, 
trith a cordial of fuch virtue, that one drop of it 
would inftantly cure them of their bruifes and wounds, 
and make them aS found as if no fuch mifchance had 
happened : but the knights of former ages, who had 
ho .fuch afliftance to depend upon, laid it down as a 
conftanf maxim, to order their fquires to provide 
thcmfelves with money anS other neceflaries, fuch as 
ointment and lint for immediate application : and 
when the knight happened to be without a fquire, 
which was veYy feldom the Cafe, be himfelf kept 
them in very fmall bags, that hung fcarce perceptible 
at his horre's rump, as if it wfcre a freafure of much 
greater importance. Though indeed, except upon 
fuch an ocCafion, that of carrying bags was not much 
for the honour of knight-errantry ; for which reafon, 
he advifed Don Quixote, and now that he was on the 
brink of being his godfon, he might command him, 
never thenceforward to travel without money, and 
thofe other indifpenfible necefTariesi with which he 
fhould provide hiftifelf as foon as poffible ; and then 
he would, when he leaft thought of it, find his ac- 
count in having made fudh provifion. 



i«Ma 



court of jufticc; and in that cafe they paid for their rank. This 
they looked upon as a niark cf their prchemincnce; in cimfequence 
of which, at thefiege of Dtn U Roy^m the ytUr 14 1 t, each knight 
was ordered to carry eight fafctiies, 'while the fc^uirc was quit for half 
tlie number. \ 

The 
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The knight promifed ta follow his ^dvice with alt 
deference and punftuality ^ and thereupon received 
orders to watch his armour in a large court on one 
fide of the inn, where, having gatliered the fcveral 
pieces on a heap, he placed them in a ciftern that be- 
longed to the well ; then bracing on his target and 
gralping his lance, he walked with courteous demea- 
nour backward and forward before the ciftern, be-, 
ginning this knightly exercife as foon as it was dark *. 
The roguifh landlord having informed every lodger 
in his houfe of our hero's frenzy, the watching o^ 
his armour, and his expectation of being dubbed a 
knight ; they were aftoniflied at fuch a peculiar ftrain 
of madnefs, and going out to obferve him ,at a dif- 
tance, beheld him with filent gefture fometimes ftalk- 
ing along, fometimes leaning on his fpear, with his 
eyes fixed upon his armour, for a confiderable fpace 
of time. Though it was now night, the moon (hone 
with fuch fplendour as might even vie with the fource 
from which (he derived her brightnefs ; fo that every 
motion of our noviciate was diftinftly perceived by 
all prefent. At this inftant, a carrier, who lodged in 
the inn, took it in his head to water his mules, and 
it being necelTary for this purpofe to clear the ciffern, 
he went to lift off Don Quixote's armour; when a loud 
voice accofted him in thefe words : ** O thou ! who- 
foever thou art, bold and infolent knight, who pre- 
fumeft to touch the armour of the moft valiant errant 
that ever girded himfelf with cold iron, confider yrhat 
thou art about to attempt, and touch it not, uulefs 



*_ This cuftom of watching armour in church or chapel, was a re- 
ligious 4uty impofed upon knights, who ufed to confume the whole 
night m prayer to feme faint, whorh they chofe as tlicir patron ; and 
this exercife of devotion was performed on the night preceding the 
faid faint's day. The fame ceremony was obietved by thofe wh9 
were £cuttnccd to the combat p. oof. 

8 . thou 
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diou art defirous of yielding thy life as the price of 
thy temerity." 

The carrier far from regarding thefe threats, which 
had he regarded his own carcafe he would not have 
defpifed, laid hold on the facred depofit, and threw 
it piecemeal into the yard with all his might. Don 
Quixote no fooner beneld this profanation, than liftr 
ing up his eyes to heaven, and addreffing himfelf, in 
all likelihood, to his mlilrefs Dulcinea, he faid; 
** Grant me thy affiftance, dear lady of my heart t 
in this infult offered to thy lowly yaffal, and let me 
not be deprived of thy favourable proteftion in this 
my firft perilous atchievcment." Having uttered this, 
and fome other ejaculations, he quitted his target, 
and raifing his lance with both hands, beftowed it 
with fuch good will upon the carrier's head, that he 
fell proftrate on the ground, fo effeftually mauled, 
that, had the blow been repeated, there would have 
been no occafion to call a furgeon. This exploit be- 
ing performed, he replaced his armour, and returned 
to his walk, which, he continued with his formex 
compofure. 

It was not long before another "carrier, not know- 
ing what had happened to his companion, who ftill 
lay without fenfe or motion, arrived, with the fame 
intention of watering his mules, and went ftraight 
up to the ciftcrn, in order to remove the armour ; 
when Don Quixote, without fpeaking a fyllable, or 
aiking leave of any living foul, once more quitted 
his target, and lifting up his lance, made another ex- 
periment of its hardnels upon the pate of the fecond 
carrier, which failed in the application, giving M'ay 
in four different places.. At the noife of this encoun- 
ter, every body in the houfe, innkeeper and all, came 
running to the field, at fight of whom Don Quixote, 
fnatching up his target and drawing his fword, pro- 
nounced alou^, ^^ O lady ! of tranfcendent beauty^ 

the 
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the force and Vigour of my enfeebled heart ! now, if 
ever, is the time for thee to turn thy princely eyes 
bn this thy Caitiff kinght, who is on die eve of fo 
niighty an a4venture." So faying, he feemed to have 
acquited fuch couf age, that had he been aflaulted by- 
all the carriers in the univerfe, he would not have re- 
treated one ftep, ' 

The companions of the wounded, feeing how their 
ifriends had been handled, began, at a diftance, to 
difcharge a fhower df ftones upon the knight, who, 
as well ias he could, fheltered hiihfelf under his ihield, 
hot daring to leave the ciftem, left fome mifchance 
fliould happen to his armour. The innkeeper called 
aloud, entreating them to leave off, for, as he ha^ 
told them before, the man being mad, would be ac- 
iSjuitted on account of his lunacy, even tho' he fhould . 
but every foul of them to death. At i5ie faftie time 
Uon Quixote, in a voice louder ftill, upbraided fhem 
as cowardly traitors, and called the conftable of th6 
caftle a worthfefs and bafe-bom knight, for allowing 
. his 'gueft to be tteated in fiich an inhofpitable man- 
ner ; fwearing, that if he had received the honour 
of ktiighthood, he would make him repent his dif- 
courteous behaviour. ** But as for you, faid he, ye 
Vile, ill mahhei'ed fcum, ye are beneaA my notice. 
Difcharge, approach, conle forward, and annoy hie as 
much as you can, you (hall fooh fee what reward you 
will receive for your infolent extravagance." Thefe 
words, delivered in a bold and refoliite tone, ftruck 
terror into the hearts of the aflailants, who, partly 
for this menace, and partly on account of the land- 
lord's perfuafion, gave over their attack j while he, on 
his fide, allowed the wounded lo retire, and returned 
fo his watch, with his former eafe and tranquillity. 

Thefe pranks of tiie knight were not at all to the 
liking of the landlord, who rcfolved to abridge the 
Ceremony, and beftow this uAiucky otder of ktiight- 
hood 
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hood immediately, before any other mffcMef ffiould 
happen. Approaching him therefore, he difctaimed 
the infolence with which his gucft had'been treated bjL 
thofe fancy plebeians, without his knowledge or con- 
fent ; and obferved that they had been juftly chaftifed 
for dieir impudence : that, as he had told him be- 
fore, there was no chapel in the caftle, nor indeed^ 
for what was to be ddhe, was it at all necef&ry ) iio« 
thing of the ceremony nOw remaining unperformed^ 
except the cuff on the nedk, and the thwack^ op the 
fliQulders, as they are prefcribed in the ceremonial of 
the order ; and that this part might be executed iti 
the middle of a field : he alTured him aHb, that' he 
had punftually complied whh every thing that regard- 
ed the watching at his armour, which might have 
been finifhedin two hours, though he had already re-* 
mained double the time on that duty.' Don Quixot<5 
believing every fyllable that he fpoke, faid, he was 
ready to obey him in all things, and befought him 
to coachidethe matter as foon as pdflible: for, iti 
cafeheihould be attacked again, after having beett 
knighted, he would not leave afoul alive in the cafttej 
except thofe whom he ihould fpare at his requeft. 

The conftable, alarmed at this declaration, imme-i 
diately brought out his day-book, in which he kept 
an account of the barley "and ftrawthat-was expended 
for the ufe of the carriers, and atretlded by a boy with 
ii candle's end in his hand; together with the twd 
ladies before mentioned, canie to the place whcr<; 
Don Quixote ftodd : tliin ordering him to kneel be- 
fore him, mumbled in his mJinual, iiJ if he had been 
p'uttinjf'up-fomevepy devout petition ; in the midft of 
which he lifted up his hand, and gave him an hearty 
thump on the neck; then with the flat of his own 
fvv)ord, beftovred an handfome application acrofs his 
fltetildersj n^tittcring all the time between his teeth, 
as if he had been employed 4n foifte fervent ejacula* 
- V«L. L e tion- 
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!fion *. • Tliis article being fulfilled, he commanded 
©ae of the ladies to gird on his fword, an office flie 
performed with great dexterity and difcretion, of 
tirhich. there was no fmall need to reftrain her laughter 
at each particular of this ftrange ceremony : but the 
eSt£ks they had already feen of the knight's difpofi- 
tion, kept their mirth cffeftually under the rein. 

When this good lady had girded on his fword, 
^^ Heaven preferve your worfliip ! adventurous knight, 
faid flie, and make you fortunate in all your encoun- 
ters.** Don Quixote then begged to know her name, 
that he might thenceforward underftand to whom he 
was obliged for the favour he had received at her 
hands, and to whom he might afcribe fome part of 
the -honour he (hould acquire by the valour of his in- 
vincible arm. She anfwered lyitli great humility,. that 
her name was Tobofa, daughter of an honeft botcher 
in Toledo 5 who lived in one of the flails of Sancho 
Minaya : that (he (hould always be at his fervice, and 
acknowledge him for her lord and mailer. The 

i night profeffed himfelf extremely obliged to her for 
er love 5 and begged (he would, for the future, dig- 
faify'Jier name by calling herfelf Donna Tobofa. This 
requeft (he promifed faithfully to comply with; and 
a dialogue of the fame kind pafTed between him and 
the other lady who buckled on his fpur : when he 
a{ked her name, {he told him it was MolUnera ; and 
that her father was an honourable miller of Ante- 
quera. Don Quixote entreated her alfo, to enn9ble 
heiF name 'with the fame title of Donna, loaded her 
with thanks, and made a tender of his fervice. Thefe 
bithertQ unfeen ceremonies being difpatched, as it 



*t The flap on the Ihoulders and the box on the ear helng be^ 
Ibowcd, the godfather pronounced, " In the name of God, St. Michael, 
Mid St. George, I dub thee knight : be worthy, bold, and ioyaL" 

were 
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were with poft-haftc, Don Quixote, impatient to fee 
himfelf on hotfeback, in queff of adventures, faddled 
and mounted Rozinante forthwith, and embracing his 
hoft, uttered (iich a ftrange rhapfody of thanks for his 
having dubbed him knight, that it is impbflible to rc^ 
hearfe the compliment. . The landlord, in order to 
get rid of him the fooner, anfwered in terms no lefs 
eloquent, though fomething more laconic, and let him 
march off in happy hour, without demanding on« 
farthing for his lodging. 

C H A P. IV. 

Of what befel our knight, when he fallied from tke 

inn. 

TT was early in the morning when Don Qufxotc 
-* fallied from the inn, fo well fatisfied, fo fprightly 
attd fo glad to fee himfelf inveftcd with tlie orck:r of 
knighthood^ that the very girths of his horfe vibrated 
\rith joy: but, remembering his landBrd*s advice, 
with regard to the neceffaries he ought to carry dong 
with him, in particular the money and clean Ihirts^ 
he refolved tor^rcturn to his own houfe, and furnifli 
himfelf not only with thcfe, but Jfo with a fquire. 
For this office he fixed, in his own mind,, upon a poor 
ploughman who lived in his neighbourhood, maintain- 
ing a family of children by his labour v ^ perfon in' 
all refpe&s qualified for the lower fcrvices or tliivalry* * 
With this view he fteered his courfe homeward ; and ' 
Rozinante, as if he had gueffed the knight's inten- 
tion, began to move with fuch alacrity and nimble^ . 
nefs, that his hoofs fcarce feemed fb touch the ' 
ground. 

. He had not travelled far, when from the thicke^ * 
pan of a wood that grew oh his right hand, his eat 
WAS laluted with Ihrill repeated cries, which iCeemed 
to ifiue from the mouth of feme creature in grievous 



Thc;A,TCI«lVEMENTS of 

<liftrpfs, . Vtp. foon^r 4iA -^uj: hero IwSir thi^ - kment-^, 
^tiop^ th^jii he. ejRcIairPicd, " He^yen. be prajfed. for- 
thp fKy^^Ux. wiih which it .ao.w ludulges mcf, in, ^ving 
IJ^o aO'^opMxtiiijdty'fefo.w of fulfiljjirig. the. duties of 
my p^oJeffipni aiifi reaping . the fruit of mv laudable 
ioieptipq! Th^fc: cries dSibtlefs^jirQceied /row fome 
iwUer^blc mafcj, QU fcmalCi. wbp ft^nd^ ia need of my, 
ippiodiaite aiAaMpJTojteiflioja.:" Th^aturning^Rozi-' 
xisipjte^ h^. rpdQ. tpwairi^.thc pjlacf wheuce the conv.. 
plaint feemed to come, and having entered the wood 
a few paces, he found a mare tied to one oak, and a 
lad about fifteen, nak^d from the waift upwards, made 
faft to Another. T3iis wgs he who foreamed fo pi- 
teoufly, and indeed not without reafon i for a fturdy 
gjBu^a^ w^9 emplpye4 in^ making ^^yplkations to hla 
carcafe with a leathern ftiap, accompanying each 
ftripe with a word of reproof and advice. Above all 
llaj^^, la]^ng*ufon bf(n ftrong injun£lioHs, te ixUf 
iji^ tongue k&f an4.hi$ eye9 more : the young fellow 
replied, with gr«ati fervency, ** I will never do fo 
m^if^f OMV^^er, f(y l|^:m<^ God! Iwoa't do b any 
more,' but,; for. the fv^ufef t«k^ more care, ai^ ufe 
i»Qr« 4i%9tph/' .4, 

Do9 Qo^iS: oH^^xvifkg M^«lb> paSed, prqnoitnced 
,jtt4iWi^gr^t;indignsiydan; ^^ Difoourteous km^htj 
it ill becjpi^es thee, to attack one. who cannot demid. 
hAQ^UF : motu^l thy .fte^ coAnch thy lance, ^far there 
^^^a^ually.a lancokanuig agaiuft the tree to which. 
^ xx^G wjfc tied) ax|d I will naiakethoeieuiibleof the 
eofviwfic^ of.tpe ^fbiQQ^ in. which though art now^iiv- 

E\gfd," . I'hjS/pe^faiit feeii^gdmftcysige %ui!e, buo- 
^ in arip^ovir,, aj^^hirandjftiitig a hace oreii his head^ 
H:a$. mort^liyj^rajda and. witJbi gTe%t; hwunilit^ replied : 
^*.Sif knifi^ I9 lad whom. I am chssMCiagi is^my owa . 
lervant, hired to keep a flock of (beep, which feed in, 
thefe fields ^ but he is fo. niegliigeiil^ that everr day I 
lojk, qm 0$ the nuii^er^. ai»l«b^iifi^.I poniihivinEi for « 
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ftts carcleflhefs, or ktiaVCry, he fays fli^t I fcbufge hira 
t>ut of avarice, rather than pay him his wajges ; thOughy 
upon my tonfciencTe, and ;!s 1 (hall a^fwer to God, 
lie telk a lie." ^* HoV ! a lie, befdre ttie, bafe caitif, 
^cricd Don Quiiote^ by the fun 'that 'eftlighte:ns thijr 
globe, I haVe a good mind to thfuH this lance through 
thy body f .pay the ybting Irian his Va^es fttah, ^iti.- 
t>ut reply, br, by the^jpower that tuleb us, 1 Vdl fintih 
and annihilate thee in dn inllailt f tmbixid liim there* 
^ore withour hefitation.*' , , 

The coiinttymanhu\ig his liead, and Vithbut fpealc- 
ing a fyllaCble, United his man ; \t'ho,. being aflced by 
the knight, lidxv 'much rhbHey Was *dUc Coliim, faid his 
tnafter bWed hihi for Ave'e ^^uaneVs at 'the tatfe XiS {\ 
tials a mbnth. His fleliverer hiivJftg caft it Up, found 
'that the tvhole sfftibulited to fixty-three rials, and or- 
'deredth^ pefafant to idiiburfe them iiiftantry, unlefs'hfe 
)iad a xni^nd toperifeundferhisiiands. The affrigKtv.'A 
farmer affirth'ed, by thfe grieyous fiiuatioh in wfeich 
ht w^8j and the cam he had already taken, though^by 
the bye, he bad talcen no oath at all, th^ the. fu^ did 
Hot amount to To much ; fqr that he tras to difcoum 
and allbw for three pair of fhoes he had received, [ind 
a rial for two bleedings Vhile he was fick, , " Grant- 
ing that to be true, replied iDon C^ixote, tlie fhbci 
>nd the bleeding (hall ftand for the ftripes you ^avfe 
given him without caufe; for, if lie has wore pUt 
the leather o{ the fhoes thgt you paid for, you havfc 
made as free with the leather of . his carcaie ; and if 
the barber let out his blood when he w-as fick, yott 
have blooded 4iim when he was well; he therefore 
Hands acquitted of thefe debts.'* " The misfortjarie, 
Sir knight, fai4 the peafant, is this 5 I have not coin 
about me J but if Andrew will go honie tomy houTe, 
I will pay him honeftly in ready money." " Go with 
you, cried the lad, the devil fetch m© if I do'Pno, no, 
nfiatter, I muft not think of that ; were I to go heme 

C3 witii 
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with him alone, he would flay me like another Sf. 
Bartholomew.** " He won*t do fo, replied the knight, 
but (hew more regard to my commands \ and if he 
will fwear to me by the laws of that order of knight- 
hood whi^h he has received, that he will pay you your 
wages, I will fet him free and warrant the payment.** 
*^ Lord, how your worfhip talks ! faid the boy j thi$ 
mailer of mine is nb gentleman, nor has he received 
any order of knighthood, but is known by the name 
of rich John Haldudo, and lives in the neighbourhood 
of Quintanar.'* " No matter, replied Don Quixote, 
there may be knights among the Haldudos, efpeciaUy 
as every one is die fon of his own works.** ** True, 
faid Adrew ^ but what works is my mafter the fon of, 
iince he refufes to pay me for my labour, and the 
fweat of my brows ?** " I don*t refufe, hbneft Andrew^ 
anfwered the peafant ; thou wilt do me a pleafure in 
going home, with me ; and I fwear by all the honourg 
of knighthood in the univerfe, that I will pay thee thy 
wages, as I laid before, in ready money ; nay, you 
fltall have it perfumed into the bargain.** ** Thank 
^ou for your perfumes, faid the knight, pay him in 
lawful coin, and I (hall be fatisiied ; and be fure you 
fnlfil the oath you have tak<jn ; for by the fame ob- 
ligation, I fwear, that in cafe you fail, I will return 
to chaftxfe you, and ferret you out, even though you 
Ihould be more concealed than a lizard. If you would 
underftand who it is that lays fuch commands upon 
you, that you may find yourfelf under a neceffity of 

rerforming them with reverence and awe, know, that 
am the valiant Don Quixote de la Mancha, the re* 
dreflcr of wrongs, and icourge of injuftice : fo farc-^ 
Well, remember not to belie your promife and oath, 
on pain of the penalty prefcrihed.** With thefe 
word^, lie clapped fpurs to Rozinahte, and w^s out of 
fight in a moment. 

The 
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The countryman followed him with hfe eyes, tiU 
he faw him quite clear of the wood 5 then ttirriing;ta. 
Andrew, faid, " Come hither, child, I muft pay what 
I owe you, according to the orders of that rcdrefler 
of wrongs. '* ** And adad, fard. Andrew, you had 
beft not negle£l the orders of that worthy knightj^ 
who (bleffings on his heart !) is equally valiant and 
upright ; for odds bobs, if you do not pay me, h^ 
will return and be as good as his word/* " In faith, 
I am of the fame opinion, replied the peafant ; but^ 
out of my infinite regard for you, I am defirous of 
increafi^g the debt, that the payment may be dou- , 
bled." §0 faying, he laid hold of his arm, and tying 
him again to the tree, flogged him fo feverely, that 
he had like to have died on the fpot. ** Now is the 
time, Mr. Andrew, faid flie executioner, to call upon 
the rcdrefler of grievances, who will find it difficult 
to redrefs this, which by the bye I am loth to finiflu 
being very much inclined to juftify your fear of hein^ 
flayed alive.'' At length, however, he unbound, and 
kft him at liberty to nnd out his judges who was to 
execute the fentence he had pronounced* Andrew 
fneaked ofl-^, not extremely well fatisfied; on the 
contrary, vowing to go in quell of the valiant Don 
Quixote de !a ^ncha, and inform him punf^ually ef 
everything that had happened, an account which would 
certainly induce him to pay the countryman fevenfold. 
In fpite of this confolation, however, he departed 
blubbering with pain, while Jxi^ mafter remained 
weeping with laughter. And thus was the grievance 
redrefled by the valiant Don Quixote, who, tranfport- 
V cd with the fuccefs, and thenappy and fublime be- 
ginning which he imagined his chivalry had been fa- 
voured with, jogged on towards his own village, with 
infinite felf-latisfaftion, pronouncing with a low 
voice ; •* O Dulcinea del Tobofo, faireft aniong the 
fair ! well may'ft thou be counted the moft fortunate 
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l>eauty upon earth, feeing it is thy fate to, keep in 
JuhjeiSlioii^ and wholly reigned to thy will and plea- 
(ur«, fuch a daripg and renowned knight as Don 
Qjiixote de la Maneha now is, and always will rc^ 
fjiain ! he ,who, as all the world knowsj but yefler- 
iday received the honour of knighdiood, and Jias 
ilris day redreffed the greateft wrong. and grievance 
jthat eveir injuftice hatched and cruelty committed 1 
To-day he wrcfted the laih from the hand of the 
mercUefs enemy, who fo unjuftly fcourged the body 
iof that tender infant!" Having uttered this excla- 
mation, he ibund himfelf in a road that divided into 
|pur paths, and ftrait his imagination fuggcfted thofe 
icjr^ft sirays that were wont to perplex knights-errant 
in their e.boiue; in imitation of whom, he paufcd a 
little, and after mature deliberation, threw tlie reins 
on Ro^iaante's neck, leaving the decifion to him, 
who following his firil intention, took the path that 
Jed d(i^eft^y to his b.wn .ftabJe. 

Having :t;^i:£ikd aboAit "twQ miles farrier,, pan 
'Quixojtc\^i!^cfe4 ^ nujiiabcr of pqqple,. who, asvra* 
.^JterWMrds J^uown, were fijc noer^hants of Toledo, 
^oing ^to. 'huy filks at Mur.cia, and who travelled 
with umbrellas, attended by four.ftrvants on horfe- 
i^ck, and three mule-drivers, on foot. Don Quixote 
pq fooner perceived them at a diftance, tjian heima^ 
jgined them to be fome' new adventure 5 and, in order 
%Q imitate, as much as in him jay, thofe fcenes he had 
read, in his hooks of chivaky, be thojaght thjs was an 
pccafioa exprefsly* ordained fpr him to execiite.his 
pi^rpofed atchievement. 

He therefore, with pliant and refolikte deport- 
pei^t, feated himfelf firnaly in his ftirrups^ crafpcd 
]his lance, braced on bis tai;get, and porting himfelC 
in the middle of the road, waited tlie arrival of thofe 
JknightB-errant, for fuch he judged them to be- When 
titft^ were hear e«ou^ to hear hi^nij he pronounr* 

ced 



eed in a load and aitc^rit.tontV^^ Let the irliole 
imivcrfe ceafe to move, if the "whde mniverfe refufies 
to confefs, that there is not in the ^ole uhiyerfe a 
more fieautiful damfei than the peetlefs Duldnea 
del Tobofo, the high and mighty «iipre& tf La 
Mancha.'* 

The merchants hearing this declaration, and fee- 
ing the ftrange figure from which it proceeded, -were 
alarmed ^t botlv and halting immediately, at a dif* 
tance reconnoitred the tnadnefs of the author. Cu-^ 
rious, however, to know the meanihg of thatcbn^^ 
felllon which he exa^ed, one of them, who was a fort 
of a wag, though at the lame time a man of prudience 
and difcretioin, accofted him thus: *\ Sir knight, as 
we have not the honour to know who ^liis worthy 
lady is, be fo good as to prodfieie her i and If we find 
her fo beautiful as ypu proclaim her to be, we wilt 
gladly, and without any fort of reward, conftfs the 
truth, according to your defire*'* " If I proiiUce 
her, replied Don Quixote, what is the mighty merit 
of your ' confefiing luch a notcMcioas truth r The Inw 
portance of my demand cosififta in. your believing, 
acknowledging, affirming tEpoir oat'h, and defe^iiing 
her beauty before ybn^fate feen it. And thi^ ye ftiau 
4o, ye infoknt and unc^li race, or engage with me. 
m battk forthwith. Com^ on theti. One by one^ 
according to the laws of chivalry, or all together^ 
as the treacherous euftoita is^among futh lirretches aS 
you ; here I expeft vou with full hope and oonfi<i 
dence in the juiHce oi my caufe.^ ** Sir Ifciilghtj re^ 
^lied the merchant, I humbly beg, in the n^me^i att* 
Aefe princes here prefent^ t^t your wof&ip'^iiifi^ 
oblige us to burden our confcfences, by gr9ftig' teitt^ 
mohy to a thing that we hafe nei&ei iesn norheardi^ 
efpeciallyas it tend« to the pf^dSee €#f the queftttiS^ 
and princeiTes of Akarrta fsnd £ftrteiii(hita : btit, ^ff 
y^ur woirifaV will be frkafod to^btw. u^wjp fitrt^of 4 
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pi&ure of this lady, thougli be it no bigger than 2 grtiin 
of wheat, fo as we can judge the clue by the thread, 
we Mrill be fatisfied with this fample, and you fliali be 
obeyed to your heart's content : for I believe we ate 
.already fo prepoflefled in her favour, that though the 
portrait fhould reprefcnt her fqulnting with one eye, 
and. diftilling vermilion and brimftoi^e with the other, 
we will, notwithftanding, in compliance to your 
worihip, fay what you defire in her favour." " Her 
eyes, infamous wretch! replied Don Quixote in a 
rage, diftil not fuch produ^ions, but teem with am- 
ber and rich perfume : neither is there any defed: in 
her fight, or in her body, which is more ftraight than 
a Guadarrama-fpindle : but you (hall fufier for the 
licentious blafphenw you have uttered againft the un- 
paralleled beautiv of my fovereign miftrefs." So fay- 
ing he couched nis lancci and attacked the fpokefman 
with fuch rage and fury, that had not Rozinante 
luckily ftumhled and fallen in the midft of his career, 
the merchant -would have had no caufe to rejoice in 
his raflmefs j but when the unhappy fteed feU to the 
ground, the rider, was thrown over his head, and 
pitched at a good diftance upon the field, where he 
found aU his endeavours to get up again inefieftual^ 
fo much was he encumbered with his lance, target, 
helmet and fpurs> together with the weight of his an- 
cient armour. • ' 

While he thus ftruggled, but in vain, to rife» 
k bellowed forth, " Fly not, ye cowardly crew, 
tarry a little, ye bafe caitifs ; not through any fault 
o£ my own, but of my horfe, anv I thus difcomfited/* 
Pne. of the mule-drivers, who feems not to have been 
of a very milky difpofition, could not bear this arrcK 
gant language pf the poor overthrown knight, with- 
out making a reply upon his ribs. Going up to him 
therefore^ he laid hold on his lance,^ and breaking i^ 
hegan to.^refli him (bjeverely, tbat^ m fpite of . the 

refiftance 
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refiftante of his armoiir» he was almoft b^ten into 
mummy; and though the fellow's mafter called to hinv 
to forbear, he was fo incenfed, that he could not 
leave off the game, until he had exhaufted the wfaole^ 
of his choler. Gathering the other pieces of the. 
lance, he reduced .them all to (liivers, one after ' 
another, . on the miferable carcafe of the Don, who» 
Qotwithftanding this dorm of bl^ws which defcended 
on him, never clofed his mouth, but continued threa* 
tening heaven and eartli, and thofe banditti, for fuch 
he took the merchants to be. 

The driver was tired at length of his exercife, and 
t his mafters purfued their journey^ carrying with them 
fufficient food for converfation about this poor bat* 
tered knight, who no fooner found himfelf alone, than 
he made another eflbrt to rife : but if he found this 
defign impra&icable when he was fafe and fouRc^y> 
much lefs could he accpmplifh it now thathq was dif- 
abled, and as it were wrought into a pafte. He did 
not, however, look upon himfelf as tinhappy, becaufe 
this misfortune was, in his opinion^ peculiar to-, 
knights-errant > and that he was not able to rife on , 
account of the innumerable bruifes he had receive^,, 
he afcribed entirely to the fault of his horfe. \ 

i 
C H A P. V. 

In which tke ftory of our knight's misfortune h 

continued. 

■pINDING it therefore impoflible to move, he was 
^ fain to have recoiirfe to his ufual remedy, which 
was, to amufe his imagination with fome pailages c£ 
the books he had read ; and hie madnefe immediately 
recalled to his memory that of Valdovinos and the 
marquis of MantUa, wnen Carloto left him wounded 
oa the mountain ; a piece of hiftory that every hoj <■ 
* * C 6 Inowf, 
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incmS| Ast eveiy young man is acquaint^4 witb^ 
and wWch is celebrated, nay Hiore, believed by old 
ftge itfetf^ diough it be as apociyphdl as the miracles 
of Mahomet j neverthelefs, it occurred to him, as an 
occafion exprefly adapted to his prefent Situation • 
Therefore, with marks of extreme affliAion, he be- 
^an to roll about upon the ground, and widi Ta lan- 
guid voice, exclaim, in the words of the wounded 
foight of the wood, 

Where art thou, lady of my heart, 

^Regardiefs of my mifery ? 
Thou little know*ft thy lover's fmart^ 

Or fsuthlefs art, and falfe, pardie ! 

. In this manner he went on repeating the romance. 
ujiHl he came to thefe lines : 

O noble prince of Mantuan plains. 
My carnal kinfman, and my lord ! 

Before he could repeat the whole couplet, a peafant 
yi!/ho was a neighbour of his ov/n, and lived in the 
fame village, chanced to pafs, in his way from the 
mill where he had been '♦-itli a load of wheat. This* 
honeit cduntryman feeing a man lying ft retch- 
ed upon the ground, came up, and alked him 
who he was, and the reafon of his lamenting fo pi- 
tcjifufly? Don Quixote' doufctiefs belie vert that this 
was his uncle the marquis oft Mantua, and made no> 
other* reply l)ut the continuation of his romance, in 
which hi gave an account of his owh misfortune, oc— 
c^fioned by the ^ amour betwixt his wife and the em- 
pi^or*^ fon, exa£^ly as it is related in the book. The 
peafimt) aftouiihed at fuch a rhapfody, took off his^ 
beaver, which had been beaten to pieces by the mule- 
drjiver, and wiping hi& faee^ which was covered with 
4i^ immfiiuKtlY knew the unforuutate kni^t* 
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^ Sj^or Quixada,*' faid he, (fcr fo he was calkd 
before he had loA his (en&s,. and- was traofislbriael 
£roin a fober country-gentleman into a knight-er* 
faoit) '^ who has left your worffiip in fuch a woeful 
cofldttion ?" But he, without minding the queftioa 
that was pttt to htm, proceeded as before, widi hi» 
romance \ which the honeft man perceiving, went ta 
work, and took off his back and breaft pisrtes, to fee 
if he had received any wound, but he could perceive 
neither blood, nor icar upon his body. He then, 
raifi^ him upon his, legs, and with infinite difficulty 
mounted him upon his own beaft, which appeared. 
to him a (afer carriage than the knight's fteed. 

Having gathered up his armour, even to the iplin* 
ters of the lance, he tied tliem upon Rozinante, and. 
taking hold of the reins^ together with the halter of 
Kis o\hi Afs, jogged on towards the village, not a 
little concerned to hear the mad exclamations of Don 
Quixote, who did not find himfelf extremely eafy ^ 
for he was fo battered and bruifed, that he could 
not fit upright upon the beaft, but from time to» 
time vented fuch difmal groans, as obliged the peafant 
to afk again what was tin: matter with him ? Indeed 
one would have thought) diat the devil had aOided. 
his memory in fupplying him with tales accommo*- 
dftted to the circumftances of his own f.luation ; for 
at jtfiat inftant, forgetting Valdovinos, he recoUedei 
die ftory of Abindar-r^z, the Moor, whom Rodrigb^ 
de Narvaez, governor of Antequera, took prifgner,, 
m4 carried into captivity to the plac^ of liis refi- 
ftence : k that when the' countryman repeated hi& 
4efire of knowing where he had been, and what wa^- 
the matter with him, he anfweied to the pui^ofe ; 
say, indeed in the very words ufed by the captive 
Abencevraje to the faid Rodrigo> de Narvaez> as may 
he fecn in ^ EKana pf George Monte-major, which 
ht had Kad» and fo well ^4^ ted for hi6r^urft^f<^ 

that 
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that the countryman hearing fuch a compofitiaa of 
follyy wiflied them both at the devil* 

It was then he difcovered that his neighbour was. 
mad ; and therefore made all the hafte he could to 
the village, that he might be the fooner rid of his 
uneafine^ at the unaccountable haraneue of Don 
Quixote, who had no fooney firtifhed mis exclama- 
tion, than he accofled his conduftor in thefe words r 
" Know then, valiant Don Rodrigo de Narvaez,; 
that this fame beautiful Xarifa, whom I have men- 
tioned, is no other than the fair Dulcinea del Tobo- 
fc, • for whom I have performed, lindettake, and will 
atchieve the moft renowiied exploits that ever wcre^ 
tnre, or will be feen on earth/' To this addrefs the 
countryman replied with great finaplicity : " How 
your worfliip talks ! As I am a (inner, I am neither 
Don Rodrigo de Narvaez, nor the marquis of ^an- 
tua, but Pedro Alonzo, your neighbour : nor is your 
worr.iip either Valdovinos, t)r Abindarez, but the 
worthy gentleman, fignor Quixada." " I know very 
well who I am replied Don Quixote ; and that it is 
pollible for me to be not only thofe whom I have 
mentioned, but alfo the whole twelve peers of 
France, and even the nine worthies, feeing that my 
alchievements will excel, not only thofe of each of 
them fingly, hut even the exploits of them all join^ 
together/' . , . 

• Difcourfing in this manner, they arrived at the vil- 
lage about twilight y but the peafant (laid tUl it was ' 
quite dark| that the poor rib-roafted knight might* 
not be feen in fuch a woeful condition. Then he eon^ • 
diifted Don Quixote to his own houfe, which was 
all in confufion. When he arrived, the curatCy'and 
the barber of the village, two of his beft friends and ' 
companions, were prefent, and his houfekceper was 
jttft faying with a woeful countenance, " Mr. lioenti- * 
ate Pero rtrez" {tliatwas the turAt«'^naniey)''-'£^xne t 

mli* 
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« 

mUforUme muft certainlj hzve happened to mj 
mailer * ; for fix days> both he and his horfe, toge- 
ther with the target, lance, and armour have been 
miffing ; as I am a (inner,, it is juft come into my head, 
and it is certainly as true as that every one is bom tq 
die, thofe helliih books of knight-errantry, which he 
ufed to read with fo much pleafure, have turned hi^ 
|>rain; for now I remember to have heard him fay 
|o himfelf more than once, that he longed to be a 
knight-errant, and ftroU about in queft of adventures* 
May the devil and Barrabas lay hold of fuch legends, 
which have perverted one of the founded underftand- 
ings in all La Mancha !'* 

Tq this remark the niece aflcnted, faying, '* More- 
over, you muft know, Mr. Nicolas," this Avas the 
name of the barber,, ^^ my uncle would frequently^ 
after having been reading in. thefe profane books of 
mifadventures, for two whole days and niglits toge- 
ther, ftart up, throw the book upon the ground^ 
and drawing his fword, fence with .the walls, till he 
was quite fatigued, then affirm, that he had killed? 
four giants as big as fteeples, and fwear that the fweat 
of his brows, occaGon^d by this violent exercife,. 
was the blood of the wounds he had received in bat- 
tle : then lie would drink off a large pitcher of coia 
water,, and remain quiet and refrefhed, faying, that 
the water was a moft precious beverage, with which 
he was fupplied by the fage Ifquife, a mighty en- 
chanter and friend of his : but I take the whole blame 
to myfelf, for not having informed your worfhip of 
my dear uncle's extravagancies, that fome remedy 
might have been applied, before they had proceeded 
to fuch excefs; and that you might have burnt 



• The au&or fcenw to have committed a faiall ovcrfight in this 
]»aragraph ; for the knight had not been gone ahoYe two days and 
eve night, which he fpent in watching his armour* 

aU 
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. ftfl thofe excommunicated books, which deferve ^xhit 
lire as much as if they were crammed vridi he- 

tefy-" 

' •* I am of the fame opinibn faid the curate, and tf- 
fttre you, before another day fliall pafs",, they (hall un- 
dergo a fevere tri^l, and be condenmcd to the flames, 
that they may not induce other readers to follow the 
£ime path, which I am afraid my good friend has 
taken. Every fyllaWe of this converfation wa« 
6verheaird by Don Quixote and his guide, which laft 
had now no longer any doubt about his neighbour'* 
infirmity, ind therefore pronounced with a loud voice, 
•^. Open your gates to the valiant Valdovinos, and the 
great marquis of Mantua, who comes home wounded 
From the field, together with the Moor Abindarrex, 
who drags in captivity the valiant Kodrigo dc Narvacz, 
"governor of Antaquera/* 

Alarmed at thelc words, they came all to the door» 
ind perceiving who it was, the barber and curate 
went to receiire their friend, and the women ran ta 
embrace their mafter and kinfman, who tKcaigh he 
had not as yet alighted, for indee^^t was not in his 
power, proclaimed aloud, ** Let the wjiolc world 
take notice, that the wounds I have received were 
owing to the fault of my horfe alone ; carry mc there- 
fore to bed, and fend if poffiblc, for the fage * Ur- 
^anda, to fearch and cure them. ** See now, in an. 
evil hour,'* cried the houfekeeper,^ hearing tliefe- 

' . . . 

* The name ot a good-oatuccd tnchantrefs m Amadis de Gaul. 
During the age of knight-errantrjr, it wa« ufual for ladles to ftudy 
ihe art of Airgery, ill order to drcjSi the vroundt of thoia knights 
who were theit fervants. One of the heromes of Ptrceforeft fays to 
Korgal, " Fair nephew, methlcks your arm is not at eaic." «* In! 
fcith, dear lady, anfwered Norgal, you are in the rjght ; and '* I 
be&tck you to r4te it under your care.*' Then flie called h6r dattgh- 
t^ Helen, who edtettained kcr coufin yfjth gooA dKSir, abd-aft^^ 
t^Bfds n;dttced.h^ arm* which was diHocated. 
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words, ** if I did not truly forctel of what leg my 
mailer was lame ? Your worfhip. flialL underftand, in 
good time, tlrat without the aiitilance of that fame 
Urganda, we know how to cure the hurts you have 
teceivcdj and' curfcd, 'I ' fay, n^y, a htmdred and z 
hiindTed times curfed be tliote (>o6ks of chivalry, which 
have fo difordered your honour's brahi !" Having 
carried him to his bed, they began to fearch for his 
wounds, but could find none : and he told them that 
his whole body was one continued btuife, occa- 
■fibned by the fall of his horfe Rozinante, durmghis 
^ngagtment with fen of the moft mfolcnt and outr^- 
^cous giants that ever ftppea^M upb^ thi'face of tbt 
Hearth* *• Ah,- hah ! cried the Curatb, have we .got 
•giants too'in the dancei Now bi' thefarth t>f itiyfutic- 
^ion, I will reduce therti aHto aflies bcfdrt tg*morro^ 
night:'* ' ^ ' ^ ' 

• A ihoufatid nueftions did Aey afk trf this krngh^ 
'-who -made nb -other 'aofwcis but-ttefircdthcm tol3rii)g 
tern fome food, ffHd4eave-hrmto'his rcpbfe,'whifch in- 
deed was what he*had ittot^ dccafion for. They c6m* 
^ied with his Tequdff, atid the curate informed him* 
felf at' large, of the manner in which he had been 
found by the cbuntryitiaii, who gave him fall fatif- 
faftion in that particular, and repeated all the'non*^ 
fenfe he had utteted when he firft found him ; as ^t\l 
"as what he afterwards ipoke in ^theiir ' way home* 
This information confirmed the licentiate in nis refo-^ 
iution, which was executed nejrt day;' wh^n *he 
trouglit his friend mailer Nicolas the' Iktber ah^g 
^ith him to Don Quixote's ftoufti • ' - '^ 



# 
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Of tlie diverting and minute fcrutiny performed hj 
the curate and the barber, in the library of Our fa* 
. gacious hero. 

'IXTHILE the knight was afleep, his friends canu^ 
. ^^ and demanded of his niece the key of die do* 
fet, in which thofe books, the authors of his misfov- 
tune, were kept, and flie delivering it with great chear- 
fulnefs, they went into it in a body, houfekeeper and 
j^U, and found upwards of an hundred volumes ^eat 
and fmall, extremely well bound ; which were no foo- 
ter perceived, by me govemante, than fhe ran out 
with great e^gernefs, and immediately returned with 
a porringer of hdY water, and a fprig of hvfop, fayiiig : 
*' Here, mafter licentiate, pray take ana fprinUe me. 
dofef, left fome one of the many enchanters contained 
in thefe books fliould exercife his art upon us, a8~a 
punifhment for our burning and banifliing them from 
the face of the earth." 

The licentiate, fmilirig at the old houfekeeper*s Cm* 
plicity, defired the barber to hand hina the books one 
oy one, that he might fee of what fubjei^s they treated, 
becaufe they might poflibly find fome that did not de* 
ferve to be purged by fire. ** There is not one of 
thpm, replied the niece, which deferves the leaft mer- 
cy, for they arc all full of mifchief and deceit. You 
had better, therefore, throw them out of the window 
into the court-yard, and there fet fire to them in a 
heap : or let them be carried into the back-yard, where 
the bonfire may be made, and the fmoke will offend 
nobody. The houfekeeper afiented tp this propofal^ 
fo eager were they both to deftroy thofe innocents ; 
but the curate would by no means encourage iuch bar- 
barity, without reading firft, if poffible, the title- 
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The .firft that mafter Nicholas delivered, into his 
hand, were the four volumes of Amadis de Gaul- 
•• There is, faid the good man, fomcthing myfteriotlB 
in this circumftance ; for, as I have heard, that was 
the firft book of chivalry printed in Spain, from which 
all the reft have derived their origin and plan ; and 
therefore, in my opinion, we ought to condemn him 
to die fire, without hefitation, as the lawgiver of fuch 
a pernicious fe£k." " By no means, cried the barber, 
for I have alfo heard, thiat this is the beft book of th« 
kind, that was ever compofed ; and therefore ought to 
be pardoned, as an original and model *in its way.^ 
^^ Right^ faid the curate, and for that reafon he ihall 
be fpared for the prefent. Let us fee that author, 
mrho ftands next to him.** *• This, fays the barber, 
contains the atchlevements of Efplandian, the lawful 
fbn of Amadis de Gaul.** ^' Truly then, faid the ctt-** 
rate, the virtues of the father (hall not ava|I the fon : 
here, miftrefs houfekeeper, open that window, and 
tofs him into the yard, where he ihall ferve as a foun« 
dation for the bonfire we intend to make.'* 

This u(k the houfekeeper performed with infinite 
fatisfaflion, and the worthy Efplandian took his flight 
into the yard, to wait in patience for the fire, with 
which he was threatened. ** Proceed,** cried the cu- 
rate. ** This, that comes next, faid the barber, is 
Amadis of Greece ; and I believe all the authors on 
this fhelf are of the fame family.'* " To the yard then 
with albtrf them, replied the curate ; for, rather than 
not bum queen Pintiquinieftra, and the ihepherd Da-* 
, rinel with his eclogues, together with the unmtelligible 
and bedevilled difcourfes of his author, I would even 
confume the father who begat me, fhould he appear 
in the figure of a knight errant." ** I am of your 
opinion," faid the barber. " And I,'* cried the niece. 
" Since that is the cafe, faid the houfekeeper, to the 
yard with them immediately." Accorduigty they de- 
livered 
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Uvcred a number into her hands, and (he, out of tiKn- 
dernefa for. tjie ftair-cafe, feat them all out of the 
.window^ , 

" Who may that tun4ike author be ?'* faid the cu- 
rgte. " This here/* anfwercd the barber, " is Don 

' Plivante de Laura." *y The vefy fame, replied the 
.purate, who .coix>pofed the Garden of Floweris, and 
truly it IS h^xd ta detenjiine, which of his two books 
i« the moft true, or rather which of them is lead falfe ; 
idl that I know is, that he fliall go to the pile for his 
arrogance and folly," *^ He that follows, fays the 
barber, is Florifmartc of Hircania." " What, Sig* 
)}pr^Fiorifmarte ? veplied the curate : in faith then nt 
piuft prepare for his fate, potwithftanding his futpri*^ 
fing birdiyaiid mighty adventures, and the unparalleled 
JftiSFnefs and, fterility of his ftile, Down "with him^ 
midfefs houfekeeper, and take this'oth^r alc^ig with 
you »lfo." " With all my heart, dear fir," replied 

: the govemante^ who executed |iis Coshinadds with 
v^ft alacrity. . 

<* fie that comes next, feid the barber> is the knight 
JPlatit." " That is an old book, faid tlie clergymtm ; 
but as J can find nothing in him that deferves me leaft 

* tcgardj he muft e'en keep the reft colnpany," He 
was accordingly doomisd to the flames, without farther 
queftion. . The nea^t. book they opened ^^as entitledj 
The Knight of the Crofs, which the curate having 
read ; " The ignorance of this author,, faid ht, might 

. be pardQned,.on account of his holy title 5 hut, accor- 
ding to the proverb, the devil Ikulks behind the crofs> 
and therefore let him defcend into the fire." Maftcr 
Nicholas taking up another, book, found It Ay as the 
Mirror of Chivalry. " Oh, ho ! cried the curate, I 
have the honour to know, his worfhip ; away 'with 
Stgnor Rinaldo de Mont-alban, with his friends and 
companions^ who were greater thieves. than Ca«rus> 

noit 
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iftot fbrgettinft the twelve pecw, together with Turj>in»; 
their candtd niftorian. Thowgh truly, in my opinion, 
their punifliment ought not to exceed perpetual banifh- 
ment, beeaUfe they contain fome part of the inventioit 
of the renowned Matteo Boyardo, on which was wea«i> 
ved the ingemotts web of the chriftian poet Ludbvico 
ArioftO) to whom» (hould Ifind him here fpeaking in 
any other laiiraage than his own, I would pay no re- 
gard; but, it he talks In his own idiom, I will pkce 
him on myliead, in token of refpe^.'* I have got 
him at home, faid the barber, in Italian, but I don't 
underftand that language/' ** Nor is it neceflary you 
ihould, replied the curate ; and here let us pray hea* 
Y6Ato forgive the captain, who has impovtrifficd him 
fa much, by tranflating him into Spanifli, and making 
him a Ca{tiliai|« And indeed the fame thing will 
happen to all thofe who pretend to tranilatc books of 
poetry into a foreign' language; for, in fpite of all, 
their care and abtlfi^j^^ they will fipd it impoffible to 
gi^FC the tranflation the fam# energy which is found in 
the original* In ihort, I Sentence this book, and all 
d&ofe which we (hall find treating of French matters, 
to be thrown and depofttecl ip^ a dry well, until we can 
<leternfine at- more leifure what' fate thcyrmift undcr- 
1^, except Bernardo del Carpto, and another called 
Roncefvalles, which, if they fall into my hands, (hall 
pafs into thofe of the houfekeeper, ami. thence into 
the fire, without any mitigation/' 

This wa» approved of as an equitable decifion, and 
accordmgly confirmed by the barber j who knew the 
curate to be fucb*« good chriftian, and fo much a 
friend to truth, that he- would not be guilty of an equi- 
vocation for the whole univerfe. The next volume 
he opened wai Pilmerin d'Oliva ; and hard by hin:i 
ftood a]!M>ther called Palmerin of England, whicn was 
no fooner perceived by tte licentiate^ than he cried^ 
** Let. that' O&va behewnrin pieces j- and buxnedib, 
t as 
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as not fo much as a cinder of hi^ fliall remain ; 
iyixi let the Englifli Palmerin be defended, and pre- 
{erved as an eftimable jewel, and fuch another eaf- 
ket be made for him as that which Alexander found 
among the fpoils of DariuS; and deftined as a csrfe 
for die works of Homer. That book, neighbour, is 
venerable for two reafons : firft, becaufe, it is in itfelf 
excellent; and fecondly, becaufe it is faid to have 
been compofed by an ingenious king of Portugal. 
All the adventures of the caflle -of M iraguarda are 
incomparable, and contrived with infinite art; the 
language perfpicuous and elegant, and the chara£lers 
Supported with great propriety of feiitiment and de^ 
corum. I propofe, mr, Nicolas, faving your better 
judgment, to exempt this book and Amadis de Gaul 
from the flames, and let all the reft.perifh, without 
farther enquiry.'* 

** Pardon me, neighbour, replied the barber, I 
liiave here got in my hand the renowned Don Bellia* 
nis.^ " Even he, anfwefed the priefl, with the fe- 
Gond, third, and fourth parts, (lands very much in; 
need of a little rhubarb to purge his exceffive choler,: 
and ought to be pruned of that whole caiUe of fame, 
and other more important impertinepcies. For Mrhich 
reafon, let the fentence be changed into tranfpor*- 
tation, and, acccording as he reforms, he ihall be 
treated with lenity and juftice. In the mean time, 
friend Nicolas, keep him fafe in your houfe, out of 
flie reach of every reader/* " With ail my foul !** 
anfwered the barber ; and without giving themfelves' 
the trouble of reading any more lilies, th^y ordered 
the hpufekeeper to difmifs all the large books into the . 
yard. - 

This direftion wis not given, to a p^rfon who was 
cither doating or deaf, but to one who was. much 
more inclined to perform that oS\ct thaxt to compofe 
the krgeft and.fineft web that ever was ifcn^ Taking 

> upi 
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up, therefore, feven or eight at a time, fiie heaved 
them out of tlie window with incredible difpatch* 
While file was thus endeavouring to lift a good many 
together, one of them chanced to fall at the feet of 
the barber, who being feized with an inclination of 
Icnowing the contents, found, upon examination r. 
that it was called the hiftory of the famous knightl 
Tirante the White. " Heaven be praifed ! cried tha 
cur^ite aloud, that we have difcovered Tirante the 
White in tliis place ; pray give it me, neighbour ; 
for in this book I reckon I have found a treafure of 
fatisfadlion, and a rich mine of amufement." " Here 
is the famous Godamercy * of Mont-alban, and his 
brother Thomas of Mont-alban, and the knight Fon- 
feca, as alfo an account of the battle fought be- 
tween Alano and the valiant Detriante, together 
with the witticifms of . the young lady, Joy of my 
life, with the amorous ftratagems of the widow Quiet, 
and her highnefs the emprefs, who was enamoured 
of her fquire Hippolito. I do afliire you, upon my 
word, Mr. Nicolas, that,^ in point of ftyle, this is the 
beft book that ever was written. Here the knights 
eat, fleep, and die in their beds, after having made 
their wills, with many circumftances that are want- 
ing in other books of the fame kind. Notwithftand- 
ing, the author who compofed it certainly deferved 
to be fent to the gallies for life, for having fpent his 
time in writing fo much nonfenfe. Take and read 
him at home, and you fliall find what I fayjs true.**. 
" Very like, replied the barber j what fiiall we do 
with thefe finall bopks that remain ?" 

" Thefe, faid the curate, cannot be books of chi- 
valry, but muft be poems.'' Accordingly, opening 
one, he found it was the Diana of George de Monte- 



• la the original Qulriclyibn, firoia the two Greek worda w^m 
€hmayif, fignifying^ Lord have mercy. 
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mt^or, and taking it for granted that all the reft wttt 
<rf th« fame kind, faid,. " Thefe hooks do not de- 
fcrve to be burnt with the reft ; for they neither arc, 
nor ever will be guilty of fo much mifcnief, as thofe 
pf chiralry have done; being books pf entertain- 
ment, and no wap prejtidicial to religion.** " Pray, 
fir, faid the niece, be fo good as to order thefe to be 
burnt With the reft j for my uncle will no fooncr be 
cured of his knight-errantry, than by reading thefe 
he will turn fliepherd, and wander about the groves 
and meadows piping and fingitrg 5 nay, what is worfe, 
perhaps turn poet, which they fay is an infef^ious 
and incurable diftemper." ** The young woman 
is in the right, faid the curate, and. therefore it 
won't be-amifs to remove this temptation and ftum- 
Wing block out of our friend's way. iSince we have 
therefore b^un with the Diana of Monte-major, I 
am of opinion, 'that we (hould not burn him, but 
only expunge what relates to the fage Felicia, and the 
inchanted water, together with all the larger poems, 
and leave to him, a God's name, aH the profe, and 
the honour of being the ringleader of the writers of 
thatclafs.'* 

' ** This that follows, faid the barber, is called Di- 
ana the fecoml of Safmantino, andt this other that 
Bears the fame name, is written by Gil P6l6." ** Let 
Saimantino^ replied the curate, inereafe the number 
6f riiofe that are already condenmed to the yard } 
but let Gil Polo be preferved as carefully as if it waa 
the produ^ion of Apollo' himfelf. Proceed, friend 
Nicolas, and let us difpatch, far it grows late." 
^'/Thts here book, faid'thc barber, opening the next> 
te called the ten books of the Fortune of Love, the 
p¥odii4^ion of Antonio Lofrafco, a Sardinian poet." 
" By my holy orders* .cried the curate^ Cnce Phceb^uft 
vas Apollo, the mufes the daughters, of Jove, and 
berda^-deii|^^4n pc^ry, there never was fuch a 
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pkafaht and oomicail jperfonnance cottipofed, as du 
which is die beft and moft orijpnal c£ the kind, which 
ever £iw the light : and he who has not fead it majr 
afiare himfelfy diat he has never fead an j thiM of 
tafte : reach it me, neighbour ; it Avts me mOKc 
pleafure to have mmd diisi than if I had received^, 
c^Sbck of Florence filk. 

Accordingly he bud it caMfeUj by, wtdi infinite 
pleafure, and the baiber proceec^d in his taflc, faying^ ' 
*< Thofe that come next are the Shepherd of Iberiat 
the Nymphs of Henares, and the Undeceptions of' 
Jcaloufy." ^ Then diere is no more to do, faid die 
prieft, Dut to deliver diem over t6 the fecular arm of 
tbe houfekeeper, and do litot a& me, why I elfe we 
fhall never have done.'' ** Here comes the Shep- 
herd of Fiiida/' <* He is no ihepherd, cried the curatCi * 
but a very elegant courtier, and therefore preferve 
him as i precious jewel*" Then the barber laid hold 
of a very large volume, which was endded the Trea- 
fure of Poetry. ^* If there was not fo much of him 
he woiUd be morb eileemed, faid the licendate $ diat 
book ought to be weeded and cleared of certaiii 
moannefies, which have crept into the midft of its 
excellencies: take care of it, for the' author is my 
friend, and deferves r^ard for fome other more ke^ 
roic and elevated works, which he has compofed.^ 
*' And this, continued the barber, is a coUedioh 
of fongs, by Lopez Maldonado^" ^f That author* 
is my very good friend alfo, replied the curate^ and 
iiis x)wn verfes otut t)f his o\i^ mouth' are the admi- 
ration, of every body : for he chants them widi fo 
fweet a voice, that the hearers are enchanted. His 
eclogues are indeed a little diffiife, but there can- 
not -be too much of a good thing. Let them bs' 
preferved among the ele^ ; but, pray what book 
is that next to it i^ When the barber toM bim it 
was the Gable of Miguel deCervaates^ << thas liinis 
Cervaatjbs, faid he« has be«6 an intimate ftiend of. 
Vou L ly liijie 
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jnjine (JbpC^ many yesitft*. and is to. my ceriain knb«v- 
l^ge mpre ^onv^iTant with miafoaU:unes than poetry. 
Tj^^: it; % sopd vein of invention in his book^ 
v^hich Jropotes fometbiiig, thanglv it Qonchides. no- 
t^iog* we muft W^^ for. the fecond part^. which he 
pic$9()i^ a^^ 1^^. p^l^s his amendment ,may 
deferve a full pardon, which is. now> denied^: until' 
tl^t bappens) let hinoi be clofe confined in your 

". ,\S[idi all my hea^t, replied the barber ; but here 
cQ9ie ^ree more tdgether^ the Araueana of Don 
Alppzo dc Ercilla, the Aufbriadai of Juan Ruib Ju- , 
T^ de Co^<lova|^ and the Monferrato of Chnftoval 
deyiruf s, a 'Sfalentian poet." " Th^fe three books, 
•faid; thea?u,r^e> are t^e beft epic p<:>ems in the Caili- 
lij^P language, and n^ay be compared with the moft 
T^i^wned performarvcea^ of Italy. Let them be kept 
«} tj^ in<ftiniabJe pledgee of Spanifli poetry/' The 
curate, grew, tired of e^^amining more books, and 
wotild have condwmed all the reft, jcontents un- 
kiK}\rn» if the bafber had not .already opened another, 
w:hich was called ^e Tears of Angelica. /> I ihould 
h^yp (bed tea^s for my:T2|(hiiefs« faid the curate, hear* 
ii^ thQ name, if I hsul ordered that book to be burn- 
^dc,^ fgriu ^Ai^thor was one of the moft celebrated po- 
ets,; n^t only of Spain but of the whole worlds and« 
ii) paiticuljir,. ex^rem<ply tuccefsful in tsanQating fome 
^ the ]^Q)tei$iy)rphofi^s of Ovid*'' • 

c H A P- vn- 

llic. fccond fally of pur worfliy knight Don Quixqtji 

* de la Mancna. 

, .. . • 

WHILE: they .were bufied in this manner, Don 
CtuiWte began to cry aloud: *' This way, 
this ^y^ • ye .Valiant Jcnights, now is the time to (hew 
the itr4iigth of your invixicible' arms, that the cour- 
tieislBuy^not carry off die honour of the touma- 
J .;. \ ' mcnt." 
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«icnt.'** The fcrutiny of the books that remained 
was deferted by the curate and barber, who haftened 
to the author, of this noify exclamation, and it is be- 
Sfcyed, that all were committed to the flame$, unfecn, 
^^nheard, not even excepting the Carolea, and Lyon 
of Spain, together with the exploits of the emperor, 
compofed by Don Luis d^Avila, which were, doubt- 
icfs, among thofe committed to the fire, though per- 
haps, had the curate feen them, they would not hayc 
undergone fo fevere a fentence. 

When they arrived in Don Quixote^s chamber, 
they^ found him on the floor, proceeding with his 
xhapfody, and fencing with the walls, as broad awake 
as if he 'had never felt the influence of fleep. Laying 
hold' on him, by force they rcconveyed him to his bed, 
where, after having refted a little, he returned to his . 
ravings, and addrefled himfelf to the curate in'thcfe 
Words : ^* Certainly, my Jord archbifliop Turpin, ' 
we, who arc called the twelve peers of Franctf, will be 
greatly difgraced, if we allow the court knights to 
^n the vi&ory in this tournament, after we, the ad-r 
Tcnturers, hav« gained the prize in the three preceding • 
days." " Give yourfelf no trouble about that confi- 
deration, my M'orthy. friend, faid. the curate ; for 
Providence may turn the fcale,. and what is loft to-* 
•day may he retrieved tcyMprrow. In the mean time 
have a reverend care of your healthy fot you feem to 
be exceflivcly fatigued* if not wounded grievoufly/' 
^' I am not wounded, replied the knight*; but, that' 
I am battered and bruifed; there is no nianner of 
doubt : for the baftard Don Orlando has mauled me 
to munimy, with the trunk of a^ oak ; and all out of 
mere envy, becaufe he faw that I alone Wtthftood 
his valour. But may I no longer deferve the nan»e of 
Reynaldos de Mont-alban, if when I rife from this 
bed, I do not repay him In his own coin, in fpite of 
all hU enchantments. Mean while -"bring rae fomc 
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food) whidi is what I chiefly want at pfefent, and 
let me alone to take vengeance for the injury I have 
received-'* 

In compliance with his defire they brought him 
fomething ito eat, and left him again to his repofe, 
not wichout admiration of his madnefs and extrava- 
gance. That very night the houfekeeper fet fire to^ 
and confumed, no^dnly all the books that were in the 
yard, but alfo every one (he could find in the houfc ; 
and no doubt many were burned, which deferved to 
have been kept as perpetual archives. But this their 
deftiny, and the lazinefs of the inquifitors, would 
not allow i fo that in them was fulfilled the old pro- 
verb, a faint may fometimes fuffer for a (inner* Ano- 
ther rexnedy, which the curate and barber prefcribed 
for the diftemper of their friend was, to alter and 
block up the clofet where his books had been kept ; 
that upon his getting tm, he ihould not find them, 
alud the caufe oeing taken away, the efFed might 
ceafe ; and that, upon his enquiry, they fhould tell 
him an enchanter had carried them on, clofet and 
all : this refolution was executed with all imaginable 
difpatch, .during the two days that Don Quixote kept 
liis bed. 

The firft thing he did when he got up, was to go 
and vifit his books, and npt finding the apartment 
where he had left it, he went from one corner of the 
houfe to the other in queft of his ftudy. Coming to 
the pbce where the door ftood, he endeavoured) but 
in vain, to get in, and caft his eyes al} around, with- 
out uttering one (yilable : but after he had fpent 
fome time in this (ort of examination, he enquired 
of hi» houfekeeper whereabouts he might find his 
book'dolet. She, being well inftru£ied, readily an- 
fwered, '* What clofet, or what nothing b your wor- 
ihip. in fearch of ? There are neither books nor clofet 
in xhis houfe s for the devil himfclf has run away. 

witii 
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^th both/' ^ It was not the devil, cried the niece, 
but an enchanter that conveyed himfelf hither in a 
cloud, one night after your worihip's departure, and 
alighting from a dragon on which he was mounted, 
entered the clofet, vmere I know not what he did, 
but having ftaid a very little while, he came flyings 
through the roof, leaving the whole houfe full of fmoke# 
And when we went to lee what he had done, we could 
neither find books nor clofet: only the houfekeeper 
and I can very well remember, that when the old 
wicked conjuror went away, he cried in a loud voice, 
that for the hatred he bore to the mailer of thofe 
books and clofet, he had done that mifchief, which 
would afterwards appear: he faid alfo, that his name 
was the fage Munaton.** " You mean Frefton," 
faid Don C^ixote. *• I do not know, anfwered the 
houfekeeper, whether it was Frefton, or Friton ; but 
this I am certaiii of, that his name ended in ton." 
^ The cafe then is plain, faid the knight, that fame 
fage enchanter is one of my greateft enemies ; wha 
biars me a grudge, becaufe he knows, by the myftery 
of his art^ that the time will come, when I Ihali fight 
and vanquilh in fingle battle a certain knight, whom 
b^ favours, in fpite of all he can do to prevent my fuc- 
cefs : and for this reafon, he endeavours to give me 
every mortification in his powers but let me tell htm 
he won't find it an eafy matter to contradift, or evade 
what heaven has decreed.** ''Who ever doubted 
that ? faid the niece i but what bufinefs have you, 
dear uncle, with thefe quarrels ? Would it not be bet* 
ler to live in peace at home, than to ftray up and down 
tke world in fearch of fuperfine bread, without con«» 
fiderine that many a one goes out for wo6l, and 
comes nome quite fhom.'' M My dear niece, replied 
Don Quixote, you. are altogether out of your 
reckoning. Before I be (bom, I will pull and pluck. 

B 3 off 
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ofF the beards of all thofe who pretend to touch a 
fingle hair of my muftacho." 

The two women did not choofe to make any far- 
ther anfwer, becaufe they perceived that his choler 
was very much inflamed... After this .tranfa£iiott^ 
however, he ftaid at home fifteen days in great tran- 
quillity, without giving the leaft fign or inclination 
to repeat his folly 5 during which time many infi- 
nitely diverting convcrfations paffed between him 
and his friends, the curate and the tarber : . whereiii 
he obferyed that the world was in w^ant of nothing' 
fo much" as of knights- errant, and that in him this 
honourable order was revived. The clergymen fome*- 
times contradifted him, aijd fometimes aiSentcd to 
what he faid, becaufe, Viithbut this artfyl conduSt^ ,hQ 
would have had no chance of bringing him to rcafon« 

About this time too, the knight tampered with a- 
jjcafant in the' neightoyrhood, a very honed fellowj. • 
if a poor man may ceferve that title, but'one whq 
had a very fmj\ll quantity of br;iii^ .in, his IkuU. In 
;^/^vt, he ffiid. ib UiJ^cJ>,, ufed fo many. .avi4i4iaw^ tit- 
perfuade, and promifedhim iuc** mountjiins pf wealthy *' 
firai Viiis poor -iimpkton determined to. follow,, asd. 
ferve him in quality of fquire. Among othor thtngaf. 
that he might be difpofed to engage chearfully^ 
the knight told him, that an adventure might one 
day happen, in which he Ihould win fome ijfland in 
the twinkling of an* eye, and appoint him governOf 
of bis conqueft* Intoxicated with thefe, and odior^ 
fttch 'ptomifes, Sancho Panza ffo was the country-^ ' 
x&an called) deferted his wife and children,; and lifted 
himfelf as hk neighbour's fquire. 

Thus far fuccefsful, Don Quixote took meafures 
£Drfupplying'hi«ifielf with money, and what by fell-« 
ing one thing, mortgaging another, and making a^ 
great many very bad bargains,^ he rai&d a tolerabljot 

' fum.. 
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fuin; • At tiie ftttie ti»ie tiocoftimodating' hknfetf i^ify 
a target, vAich h6 botrowed rf a f riemi, and patch- 
ing up the remains of hts vizor as well £ts he co'tilt, 
lie advertifed his (quire S^ii^ho of tKe dfty ail^iidiir 
In which hercfohred to fet out, that he ^ight pto^ 
vide himfelf with thofe things whicfh he thought nioft 
neceflary ifor the occafion: above all things,* chai^ 
ing hiro to purchafe a wallet. Sanicho ]Vfortiifcd to 
obey his orders, and. moreover fafd he was refc^vei 
to carry along with him an excellent aft which hb 
jhad, as he was ]K>t^ ditfigned by nature td^^av^l ffdr 
on foot. . • - > 

With regard to the afs, Bon C^iSjOte ^emurr^ % 
fittle, endeavouring t& recolleft foAie knight-erraift 
who had entertained a fquire mounted on ari afs^ , 
but as no fuch inftance occtnrred to bis mejAofy, ht 
was rieverthelefs determined to allow it on this occa*- " 
iion, on a fuppofition that he (hould be able to ^c^ 
commodate him with a more howoufr^le c^irriage; ' 
by difmounting the firft difcolirtewwritnight fee ihouKt 
-meer with. He alfo laid in A flrore of Kn^n, apA 
•very thing elie in his powcr^ conformable to the 
advice of the innkeeper* » 

Every thing being thus fettled'and" fulfilled, Paiiz^ •' * 
without taking leave of his children and wife ; and 
Don Quixote, without bidding adieu to his niece and 
hou&keeper, fallicd forth from the village one night* 
unpcrceivcd by any living foul, and travelled fo hard j 
that before dawn they found themi^elves fectire from 
all fearch, if any ludi had been made : Sfemcho ParizSt 
Journeying upon his,ais like a venerable patriaVch^ 
with his wallet and leathern bottle, longing ext?emelt \. 
to fee himfelf fettled in the government of that iilartu 
which was promifed to him by his mdft«r» /^w 

The knight happened to take the> famejouti^^ iiiSt 
follow the fame road in wiiich he travelled at his &xlt 
&lly through the field of Monticl, over which hcrib'ir 
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]pd4ed irith much lefs paUi than formerlj^ becaufe it 
was now eariy in the morning, the rays of the fun 
;weie more oblique, confequently he was lefs difturbed 
hf the heat* It was hereabouts that Sancho firft 
opened his mouth, feying to his mafter, ''Sir kn^ht- 
fenrant, I hope^bur wor£ip will not foi^et diat wnc- 
ifland which you have promifed me, and which I 
warrant myfelf able to govern, let it be as great as 
k will*" To this remonftrance Dcm Quixote repiied, 
^ Tou muft know friend Sancho Panza, that it was 
aa eftabUihed cuftom among the ancient knights- 
errant, to inveft their fquires with the government 
of fiKh illands and kingdoms as they had laid under 
their fub|e£tion i and I am firmly refolved, that fuch 
• grateful pra£tice (hall never fail in me, who, on 
the contrary, mean to improve it by my ^enerofity : 
for they fometimes, nay generallY> waited. until their 
iqnires turned grey-haired, and tnen after they were 
worn out with fervice, and had endured many dti^ 
.mal days and doleful nights, beftowed upon them 
the title of count, or marquis at leaft, of fome val- 
ley or province, more or lefs ; but if heaven fpares 
thy life and mine, before fix days be at an cndj I 
inay chance to acquire fuch a kingdom as fiiall have 
others depending up6n it, as if exprefsl v dcfigned for 
thee, to be crowned fovereign in one ot them. And 
thou oughteft not to be furprifed, that fuch inii- 
dents and accidents happen to knights-erSrant, by 
means never before known or conceived, as will 
enable me ^en to exceed my promife/' ^^ In that 
eaie, replied Sancho Panza, if I fliould ever become 
s king, b]r any of thofe miracles which your wor- 
llup mentions^ my duck Juana Gutierez would alfo 
be a queen, and each of my daiigbters an infanta/' 
^ Certainly, faid the knight} who doubts that ?'f 
i* That do I, faid the fquire ; for certain I am, that 
though it were to rain kingdoms upon the earth, not 

one 
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one of them would fet feemljr on the head of Marf 
* Gutierez ; Tour worfhip muft know, fhe is nofr 
woitfa a farthing for a queen : (he might do indeed 
for a countefs with the blefling of God, and good- 
aiffiftance.'* ** Recommend the matter to Providence^ 
repiied Don Quixote^ which will beftow upon tfaes 
what will be beft adapted to thy capacity ^ but lef 
]iot Ay fqul be fo.far debafed, as to content itfdf 
with any thing lefs than a viceroyahy.** ** That t 
will not, anfwered Sancho^ efpecially as I have a^ 
powerful matter in your worfhip, whp will load me 
with as much preferment as I caa conveniently bcar..*^' 

CHAP. VIIL 

Of the happy fuaeefs of the valiant Don Quixot^r 
and the. dreadful and inconceivable adventure of 
the wind-mills, with other incidents worthy to be. 
secorded by the moft able hiftorian*. 

r - 

IN the midft of this their convJerfiition, dley difco^ 
vered thirty or fony mnd-mills all together on the 
plain, which tiie knight no fooner perceived, than he 
fiiid to his fquire, ^ Chance has conduced our affairs 
even better than we could either wifh or hope for; 
Ibok thercj friend Sancho, and behold thirty or fortjf 
mitrageous giants, with whom I intend to engage in 
battle, and put every foul of them to death, fo that 
we may begin^to enrich ourfelves with their fpoits ; for 
it is a meritorious warfare,^ and ferviceable bodi to 
God and man, to^exttrpate Aich«a> wicked race from 
die face of the earth*** " Whatgiant?j do you mean ?f' 
fiud Sancho Panza in amaze* *^Thoic you fee yon* 
der,-- replied his mailer, with vail extended arms ;, 
fi>me of which- are- two* leagues long.**' **1 would. 

VHow comet X^iot t<rbc rdftiddenly mctamorphbfed imp Mary f 
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your worfhip would take notice, replied Sancho, that 
thofe you fee yonder are no giants, but wind-mills ^ 
and what feem arms to you, are fails, which being 
turned with the wind, make the mill-ftone work." 
•* It fecms very plain, faid the knijght, that yx)u arc 
but a novice in adventures \ thefel affirm to be giants^ 
and if thou art afifaid, get out of the reach of danger; 
aitd put up thy prayers for mi?,* while I join with- 
them in . fierce and unequal coihbat." 3© faying, he. 
put fpurs to his fteed Rozinante, without paying the 
leaft regard to the Cries of his fquire Sancho,.whoaf* 
fured him, that thofe he was going to attack were no 
giants, but innocent wind-mills: but hewas'fo much 
polTefled with the opinion that they were giants, that' 
he neither heard the advice ef the £quire Sancho, nor 
would ufe the intelligence of his own eyes, though he.^ 
was very near them : on the contrary, when he 
approached them, he called aloud : ^'•Fly not, ye 
bafe and cowavdly mifcreants,, for he is but a fingle 
knight who now attacks you.** At that inffant, a, 
breeze of wind fpringing up, the great fails began 
to turn 5 which being perceived by Don Quixote^ 
** Though you wield, faid he, more arms than ever be- 
lo iged to the giant Briareus, I will make yoii pay for 
your infolence." So faying, and heartily recom- 
mending hinifelf to liis lady Dulcinea, whom he im- 
plored to' fuccour him in this emergency, bracing on 
his tairget, 'and'fetting his larice in the reftj he put 
h'u Rozinante- to fulF fpeed, and aflaulting- the 
neareft wind-mill, tbruft it into one of the fails, which 
was drove about 'by the -wind with fo much fury^ 
that thelanee wa^ fhlvered to pieces, and bpth knight 
and fteed whirled aloft-, and overthrown in very bad 
plight upon the plain. 

Sancho Panza rode as faft as the afs could carry 
hin to his affiftance ; and when'he came up, found 
hi n unable to ftir, by reafon of die bruifes which he 

and 
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Aid Rozinance hdd feGelved;. ''< Lord liave mercy 
upon us ! faid the fqttire,'dt(l not I tell your worfhip 
to coniider i^ell \rhat you Vficxe about ? Did 'not I a£«»^ 
fure you> they were na odber than wind-mills ? In^ 
deed nobody could iniftake them for any thing elfe^ 
but one who has wind^miils in his own head !'^ ^^Pri« 
thee, hold thy peace, friend Sanchof replied' Don 
Quixote 5 the afiairs of war areyjnore than any thing,* 
fubjed to change. How much more fo, as I beltevei 
nay,, am certain, that the fage Frefton^ who ilole my 
dofet and books^ -has converted thofe giants into 
mills, in order to rob me of the honour of their over»' 
throw ; fuch is the enmity ke bears me ; but in the 
end,, all his treacherous art^ wiU but little avail againft 
the vigour of my fword." "God's will be done !** 
replied Sancho Panza, who helped him toirifc^and 
mount Rozinante that was alm6(l disjointed. 

While they converfed together upoh^what hadhap*** 
jiened, tliey followed the road that, leads to the pais 
0f Lapice; for in that,v which was a^ great thorough*- 
f;kre, as Don Quix6te obferved, it was impofllble Jbut" 
they muft meet with many and divera adventures. A$' 
he jogged along, a good deal concerned for the lofs*^ 
of his lance, he fata to hi&fquire, " I remember toi 
have read of a Spsfnifh. knight, called Diego Perez de 
Vargos, who,' having broke his fword in battle, tore 
off a mighty branch or bough from an oak, ^ With 
which he performed fuch wonders, and felled fa many^ 
Moors, that he retained the hanie of Manchuca^ or 
the feller, and all his defcendants frooarthat>day.fbr«* ^' 
ward, have gone by the nameof'VairgoSrand Maw^ ^ 
chuca.^ This circumihuice I mention %o thee, becau(^ji 
from the firftA aih or oak that I meet with,. lisim.re^ - < 
folved to rend as large and (lout a boUgh as th^ " j 
with which I expe£l, and intend to perfordi fucli ex^ ' ^ 

ploits, as thou (halt think thyfelf extremely happj 
Hi- being though); worthy to lEee^ and give t€&imbnf 

D* 6 tc^v 
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to feats, odierwiie incfcdiUe.'' ''By Gdd's htlfp 
fays Sancho^ I believe that every thing wiU happen 
as your worfhip fajs» but pray, fir, fit a little more 
- upright % for you teem to lean ftrangely to (me fide, 
whioi muft proceed from the bruifes you recejiyed 
in your fall. ''Thou art in- the rignt, anfw^red 
Don Quixote ; and if I do not complain of the pain^ 
it is becaufe knights-errant are not permitted to 
complain of any wound they receive, even though their 
bowels fhould come out of their bodies." " If that 
be the cafe, I have nothing to reply, faid Sancho» 
but God knows, I ihouldbe glad your worihip 
would complain whei^ any diing gives you pain: 
this I know, that, for-my own part, £e finalleft prick 
in the world would make me complain, if that law 
of not complaining does not reach to die fquires as 
well as the knu^hts/' D<hi Quixote could not help 
imiling at the fimpHcity of his fcittire, to wh«m he 
gave permiifion to complain as much and as often 
as he pleafed, whether he had caufe or no ; for, as ' 
yet^ he had read nothing to the contrary in the hif* 
toryof knight-errantry. 

Then Ssmcho obferving; that it w;as~^niier time^ 
his matter told him, that foy the pre^nt lie had no^ 
occafion for foodt but dial he> his {!|u«re, might go 
< to vi^Wab. when he pleafed* Wkh this permiffionii 
SaMitho adjufted himielf as well as h^ could upon his 
j^^Mi taking out the psiyvifion with which he had 
^lliffid his "wallet^ he dropped behind his mailer a 
goodr wavy aiM kept his jaws a-going as he jogged 
IslDng, lifjB9|]K\be Mitle ux his lM;ad> bom time to 
^iiflM^jH^lb tfmch fatisfa£Hen, that the moft pam-« 

rdi vimner of Mahgei might have envied bift. 

he traivdkd in this manner, repeating bis 
a^rseable draughts* he never thought of tjke.promift 
Urtiiii^ h]$ maftei had made to him9.,nor orafidered it 

afti 
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as a toil, but rather as ji diverfioii» to go in qneft of 
ad?^Eitures, how dangerous Ibever they might be : m 
fine^ diat nigfit they pafled under a tuft of trees^ 
from one of which Don Quixote tore a withered 
branch to ferVe inftead of a lance ; and fitted to it 
the iron head he had taken from that which was 
broken : all night long the knight clofed not an eye» 
but mufed upon his ladT Dulcinca, in order to ac- 
commodate himfelf to wnat he had read of thofe er* 
rants who had pafied many fleepkfs nighty in woods 
and defertSy entertaining memfelYCs with the remem* 
brance of dieir miftreffcs. 

This was not the cafe with Sancho Panza, whofe 
belly being weU replenifhed, and that not with plan* 
tain water, made but one nap of the whole nighty 
and even then, would not have waked, unlefs his 
snafter had called to himy notwithilanding the fun- 
beams that played upon his face, and the iingtng of 
the birds, which in great numbers, and joyous me«^ 
lody, faluted the approach of the new day- Ths 
firft thing he did when he got up was to vifit his bot"» 
tie, which finding confiderably more lank than it was 
the n^ht before, he was grievouily affli£i:ed>. bccaufe 
in the road that they purfued, he had no< hopes of 
being able in a little time to fupply its defe£t« Don 
Quixote refufing to breakfaft, becaufe, as we have 
ahready faid, he regaled himfelf with tlK favoury re- 
membrance of his miftrefs, they purfued their jour- 
ifcy towards the pafs, which after three days travel- 
Kng, thqr difcovered* ^ Her^ cried Don Quixote^ 
here, brother Sancho Paaza,^ we fhall*be. able to dip 
our hands up to the elbows^ in what is called adven- 
ture ; but tsdce notice, although thou, feeil me befet 
with the mod extreme danger^thou.muiiby no means 
even fo much as lay thy hand upon thy fword, with 
defign to defend me, unleis I am aflaulted by vulgar 
imdlow-bom antagoniftS|. in which oafe thou mayeft 

com# 
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come to my affiftance; but if diey are knights, th()tr 
art by m^meana permitted or iicenfed,^ by the laws of- 
chivalry, to give me the Icaft iiiccour,- until' thou thy- 
felf haft received the honour of knighthood *.*'>* As 
for that matter, replied Saneho, your worihip fhall 
be obeyed to a tittle, for I am a very peaceable'man^ / 
and not at all fond of meddling with riots and quarrels-- 
True, indeed, in the defence of my own perfon, I 
ihall not. pay much legavd to the (aid laws, feeing 
every one that is aggrieved is permitted to defend 
himfelf by all the laws of God and man*" ♦* I fay 
nothing to the contrary, replied Don Quixote, but inr 
the affair of ailifting me againft knights, thou muft. 
keep thy natural impetuofity und6r the rein." ** That- 
will I, anfwered Sancho, 'and Jceep your honour's 
command as ftri£bly, as I keep the Lord's day.'' 

While they were- engaged in this converfationf 
liiere appeared before tliem two Benedi£btne mo^kd 
Inounted upon dromedaries,^ for their mules were not^ 
much lefs with tlieir travelling fpefbacles, and um- 
brellas ; after them came acoach, accompanied by four- 
er five people on horfeback, and two mule-drivers onN 
foot. In this carriage, it was afterwards known, a 
Bifcayan lady was travelling to Seville to her huihand^. 
who was bound to the Indies with a rich cargo. 

Don Quixote no fooner perceived the fryars (whcr* 
thougb they travelled the fame road^, were not df hcf^ 



* HtFe Dob Quixote feems to have been too fenipulous : for tlipugh^ 
no fquire was permitted t« engage with a kaight On horfeback, yet 
they were allowed, and ercn enjoined to a(M their mafters when they 
were tmhorfcd or in danffci', by moiMtlng thenvon freih fteeds, fup*- 
plying them with arms, and wardipg oiT the blows that were aimed 
at them. Davy Pam> at the battle of.Agincourt, loft hk- life in 
defending Henry V. of England, and St. Sevcrin met witfi the ianM 
fate in war^ii^g off the bjows that w^re aimc^at Francis I. of JTnuM^v - 
in thfi battle of PaTia, 

company)^ 
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company) than he faid to his fquire, *^M Zzm not 
very much miftaken^ thio will be the moft famous 
adventure that ever was known v, for thofe black ap« 
paritiohs on the road muft doubtlefs^ be enchanters^ . 
who are carrying off in that coaeh^ fome princef# 
they have ftolen ; and there is a npcefiiiy.Jor my ex« 
erting my whole power, in redreffing her wrongs/*' 
** This will be worfe tlian the wind-mills,, cried oan* 
cho ; for the love of God ! fir, confider that thefe 
are BcnediSine fry ars, and thpfe who are in the coacli 
can be no other than common ti-avellers. Mind what 
I fay, and. confider what you do, and let not the de- 
vil deceive you." ** i have told thee already, Sanchc^ 
replied'J>bn Quixote, that with regard to adventures^^ 
diou art utterly ignorant : what I fay is true^, and in 
a moment thOu (halt be- convinced.'* 

So faying, he rode forward, and placed himlelf in 
the middle of the highway through which the fryars. 
were to'pafsjn and when he thought them near enough- 
to hear what he faid, he pronounced in a loud voice^^ 
** Monfttous and diabolical race ! furrehder, this in- 
ftant, thofe high-born. princeiTes, whom* you carry 
•captives in that coach r or prepare to receive imme- 
diate death, as a jufl.puni{hment for your mifdeeds.'* 
The fryars imjrnediately *ftopped ihort, aftonifhed as 
much at the figure as at the difcourfe of Don Qiuxote.: 
to which they replied, **• Sir knight^ we are nei- 
ther diabolical nor monftrous,. but innocent monks 
©f the order of St. Benedi<3:, ^lio are. going this way 
about our own affairs j. neither do we know of pny 
princeFes that are catricd captives in that coach."^ 
•* Thefe fawning fpeeches, fdd*Don Quixote, fhall 
net impofe upon me,.who know toa well what a trea- 
.cherous pack ye are i'' and without waiting for any 
other reply, he" put fpurs to Rozinante, and couch- 
ing his lance,, attacked the firft fryar.*with fuch fury 
aiid ref^lutioo, tk^t H be had not throv^ himfelf 
' * from 
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from his muk, he would have come to die ground 
extremely ill-hanclkd, not without fome defpdrate 
wound) nay, perhaps (lone dead* The fecond monk^ 
who faw how his companion had been treated, clap* 
ped fpurs to the flanks of his trufty mule, and flew^ 
through the field even fwifter than the wind* 

Sancho Panza feeing the fryar on the ground, 
leaped from his afs with great agility, and beginning 
to uncafe him with the utmoft dexteritv, two of their 
fervants came up, and afked for wfiat reafon h« 
ftripped their mailer ? The fquire replied, that the 
doaths belonged to him, as the fpoils that Don 
Quixote his lord had won in battle : but the others^ 
who did not underftand raillery, nor know any thing of 
fpoils and battles, feeing Don Quixote at a good di& 
tance, talking with the ladies in the coach, went to 
loggerheads with Sancho, whom theyfoonovertbrew^ 
and without leaving one hair of his beard, mauled 
him fo unmercifully, that he lay ftretched upon the 
ground, without fenfe or motion. Then, with the* 
titmoft difpatch, the fryar mounted, as pale as a flieet,. 
and almoft frightened ^o death, and iio fooner 
found himfelf on horfeback, than he galloped to>^ 
wards his companion, who tarried at a good diftancey. 
to fee the ifiue of this ilrange adventure. However,, 
being joined again, without waiting for the conclu^ 
fion of it, they puzfued their journey, making as« 
many^ croiles as if the devil had been at their backs- 
Don Quixote, in the mean time, as we have al-- 
rea ly obferved, was engaged in converfation with die 
lady in the coach, to whom he exprefled. himfelf in 
this manner : Beautiful lady, you may now difpofe 
of your own perfon according to your pleafure ; for 
the pride of your ravifhcrs lies le^l with the groundi^ 
being overthrown by this my invincible arm ;: and that 
yott may be at no difficulty in underftanding the name 
of your ibliverer,,know. that I am Don Quixote deb* 

Manoha^ 
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Mancha, knight-ernint» adventurer and captive of the 
nnparalleled and beautiful Donna Dulcinea del To*» 
boio : and the only acknowled|ment I expe^ for the 
benefit you have received, is, that vou return to that 
place, and prefenting yourfelf betore my miftrefs^ 
tell her what I have performed in behalf of your li<* 
berty." This whole addrefs of the knight was over* 
heard by a Bifcayan fquire, who accompanied the 
coach, and who, ieeing that he would not allow the 
carriage to pafs forward, but infilled upon their im* 
mediate returning to Tobofo, rode up to Don QuixotCy 
and laying hold of his lance, fpoke to him thus^ 
in bad €aftilian, and worfe. Bifcayan : ** Get thee 
gone, cavalier, go to riie devil, I zay) vor, by the 
God that made her, if thou wilt not let the coach^ 
alone, che will kill the dead, as zure as che was a 
Bifcayan." The knight, underftanding very well 
what he faid^ replied with great coihpofure; ** If 
diou waft a gentleman, as thou art not, I would chaf* 
tife thy infolence and rafhnefs, wretched creature.** 
^ I not a gentleman C' replied the Bifcayan in great 
eholer 5 •* by God in heat^nt thou lieft, as I am a 
ehriflian : if thou wilt throw away thv lance, and 
draw thy fword, che will foon zee whicn be the bet* 
ter man*. Bifcayan by land, gentleman by zea, 
gentleman by devil; and thou lieft, look ye, in thy 
diroat, if tifcou zayeft othcrwife." •* ITiou flialt fee 
that prefently, as Agragis faid," replied Don Quixote, 
who, throwing his lance upon the ground, unffieath- 
ing his fword, and bracing on his target, attacked 
the Bifcayan with full refolution to put him to death f • 

His 



• The literal meaning of the Spaailh k, Thon flialt icon lee who 
it to carry the cat to the water ; or rather, in the corrupted fiUcajaii 
fthrair^The water how foon thou wik ice, that thoucanrieft to the eat. 

f ThU behaviour of Don Quixote was «iadly conformable to the 
mles o£ chivalry ; which, though they hindered akntght£rom fightiof 
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His antagonift, who fawhim i^proach, fam'woiil^ 
Iiave alighted from his mule (which, being pne of 
tlie worft that ever Vas let out for hire, could not 
much '^ be depended upon) j but he icarce had time tO' 
draw his fword ; however, bein^ luckily near, tke 
coach, he fnatched out of it a cufhion, which fenced 
him as a flncld, and then they flew npon ^ach other 
as two mortal enemies. The reft of the people who 
were prefent endeavoured, but. in' varn, to ap|>ear<r 
them I for the Bifcayan fwore, in his uocouth exprcfi 
fions, thao if they did not leave him to fight the bat*- 
tle, he waald certainly murder his miftrefsy atid every 
body who ihould pretend to oppofe it* ThjB lady in? 
tlie coach, furprifed and frightened at what.&e (aw^. 
ordered the coachman to drive a little out of the iXMidy 
to a place from whence ihe could fee at a diftacce this 
rigorous engagement. ' Jn the courfq of which, th^ 
Bifcayan beuowed fuch a huge ftroke upon the iboul-^ 
der of Don Quixote, that a it had not been for tb© 
defence of his buckler, he would have becncl^ft Aown 
tp his girdle. The knight feeling the fhock of fus& 

an uat;enf::cr.nbl: birr, crrirln-ied aloticfj ^ ODul^ 

cinea ! lady of my foul, thou rofe of beauty, Suc- 
cour thy knighty who, for the fatisfaftion of thy ex- 
ceflive goodnefs^ is now involved in this dreadful 
cmeiffency^" To pronounce tbefe words, to raifc his- 
fword, to fecure himfelf with his target, and attack 
the Bifcayan, was the work of one inftant ; for he Was- 
determined to rifk his all upona fmgle ftroke* .Hi$'< 
antagonift, who. faw him advance, and by this time 
was convinced of his courage by his refolutibn, deter-* 
mined to follow his, example 7 and. covering- himfelf 
with h;=8 cufhioui waited -his aflauk, without being. 



in anmraf witb a'f(|ttik«, did^et prevent him from f^mhg>ilttb&^^ion^ 

to an inferior, at fword or target ; aiid every fciuirc 'wfao^was aj— 

SF>ev#4 ^>Adartghtt«-deaMiid>it. * ' 

^. able 
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able to turn his mule cithcT on one fide or the other r 
for fhe was already fo jaded, and fo little accuftomed 
to fuch paftime, that flic would not move qne ftep 
out of the way. ' 

Don Quixote then, as we have faid, advanced 
againft the cautioUB Bifeayaft, , his fword lifted up^ 
with an intention to cleave him through the middle r 
the Btftayan waited his attack in the faftie pofture,. 
being -fluclded with his cufliion^ TWie- frightenAt 
bye-ftanders ftood- aloof, intent upon the fuccefs of 
diofe mighty ftrokes that threatened caoh of the 
combatants; and the lady in the coach,, with the refl: 
of her attendants,, put up a thoufand prayers to hea- 
ven, and vewed an offering .to every image, and 
hoiife of devotion in Spain, provided God would"' 
deliver tie fquire and them? from the immiiicnt dan* 
ger in M^hich ihey were : but tlie misfortune Is, that 
in this very critical inftant, the author of the hif-' 
tory has left this. Ibattle in fufpenoej excufing him- 
fell, that he could find no other account of Don 
^"xo£e';a'.exploits,-i^t jfflat has akeady. fioeir. poi-. 

la?ed. T<f ue. it is, that the fecond author of this 
work could not believe that fuch a curious hiftrfry 
was confTgned' to oblivion \ nor, that there could be 
fuch a fcarcity of curious virtuofi in La Mancha, 
but that fom^ papers relating to this famous knight 
ftotrld be found in their . archives or cabinets : arirf 
therefore, poflciTed of this opiiiion, he did not de- 
fpair of finding the conclufion of this delightful hif- 
tory, which indeed he very pTOvidentially lighted 
Hpon, in the manner which will, be related in the 
fiioadbooV 
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DE LA MANCHA. 



PART I. BOOK 11, 

C H A P. I. 

The coticlttfion a.nd confequence of tlie ftupendoiit 
dbmbat between tlie gallant Bifcayan^ and the 
valiant knight of La Mancha* 

I N^ the firft book of this hiftory we 1^ the va* 
'^ liant Bifcayan and renowned l5on Quixote with 
their gleaming fwords brandifhed aloft, about 
to difoiarge two fuch furious ftrokes, as mu&^ 
(if they had cut flieer) have cleft them both afim- 
der from top to toe, like a couple of pomegranates ; 
and in this dubious and critical conjunSure, the 
delicious hiftory abruptly breaks off, without our 
being informed by the author, where or how that 
which is wanting may be found. 

I was not a little concerned at this difappoiiitment | 
for the pleafure I enjoyed iii the little I had read, was 
changed into diikuft, when I refie£led on the fmall 
profped I had of finding the greater part of this re« 

Uihing 
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lilhing ftoiy, which, in my opinion, was loft ; and 
yet it feemed impo(Iibl,e and contrary to every lau- 
dauble cuftom, that foch an excellent knight fliould 
be unprovided with fome fage to undertaKC the hif- 
tory of his unheard-of exploits ; a convenience which 
none of thofe kni^ts-errant who went in queft of 
adventures evpr wanted, each of them having been 
accommodated with one or two mecromancers, on 
purpofe to record not only his atchievements, but 
even hid moft hidden thoughts and amufcments. 
Surely then fuch a complete errant could not be fo 
uiilucky as to want that, which even Platil, and other 
fuch fecond*rate warriors, enjoyed. 

I could not therefore prevail upon myfelf to be« 
lieve that fuch a fpirited hiftory was left fo lame and 
uniinifhed,- but laid the whole blame on the malig« 
nity of time, which waftes and devours all things, 
and by which, no doubt, this was either confumed 
or concealed : on the other hand, I confidered, that as 
fome books had been found in his library, fo modern 
as the Undeceptions of Jealoufy, together with the 
Nymphs and Shepherds of Henares; his own hiftory 
maft alfo be of a modern date, and the circumftanceSf 
though notcomi^itted to writii^, ft ill frefliin the me- 
mory of his neighbours and townfmen. This confi« 
deration perplexed and inflamed me with the defire 
of knowing the true and genuine account of the life 
and wondeiful exploits of ourSpaniih worthy Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, the fun and mirror of Man- 
chegan chivalry, the firft who, in this our aee, and . 
the& degenerate times, undertook the toil and exer- 
ci£b of errantry and arms^ to redrefs grievances, fup* 
port the widow, and proteA thofe damfels who ftroll 
about With whip and palfrey, from hill to hill^ and 
from dale to dale, on the ftrength of their virginity 
alone J for in times paft, uiSefs fome libidmoua 
clown with hatchet and morrion, or monftrous giant, 

7 forced 
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forced her to his brutal wiflies, a damfel' might Tiavc 
lived fotirfcore years, without ever lyinfg under any 
.other cover than that of Tieaven, and then gone t® 
lier grave as good a maiden as the nriother that bore 
her. I fay, therefore, that for thcfe and na any other 
-cpnfideratipns, our gallant Don Quixete merits in- 
-ceilant and immortal praife ; and even I myfelf may 
claim fome (hare, for my. labour and diligence in 
finding the cQnclufion of thfs agreeable hiftofy^ 
though I am wtll aware, that if I had not been fa- 
voured by fortune, chance, or providence, the world 
would have been deprived of that pleafure and fatif- 
faftion which the attentive reader may enjoy for an 
iipur or two, in perufing what follows t the manner 
^f my finding it I will now recount* 

While I was walking one day on the exchange of' 
Toledo, a boy coming up to a certain mercery offered 
to fell him a bundle of old papers he had in his hand : 
now, as I have always aflrong propenfity to read even 
thofe fcraps that fometimes fly about the ftreets, I 
•was led by this my natural curiofity, to turn over fome 
of the leaves : I found ihem written in Arabic, which 
n6t being able to read, though I knew the characters, I 
iooked &'6\xt for fome Portuguefe Moor who fhould 
Tinderftaptl it ^ and indeed^ though the language had 
been both more elegant and ancient, I might eafily 
have foiind an interpreter. In fhort, I lighted upon 
one, to whom exprefling my defire, and pujiling the 
p^phlet into HRrhands^ Jie opened it in the middle, 
arid after having read a few lines, began to • laugh ; 
w}\^n Lafked the Caufe gf his laughter, he faid it was 
oijcafioned by a whimfical annotation in the margin 
of»thebook. I begged he would tell mc whatit was, 
and he. anfwered, ftill laughing, ** What I find 
written in the margin, is to this purpofe : This fame 
Dujcinea, fo often mentioned in the hiftory, is faid * 
to^iave had the beft hand* at falting pork of any wo- 
man in La Mancha." 

I Not 
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"Not a little fiirprifed at heating Dulcinea del To- 
bofo mentioned, I immediately conjeftured that the 
bundle actually contained the hiftory of Don Quixote : 
pofleHed with this notion, I bad hixn, with great ea- 
gernefd) read the title-pagCj which having perufed, he 
tranflated it extempore Irom Arabic to Spanifh, ia 
thefe words : " The hiftory of Don Quixote de la 
Mancha, written by Cid Hamet Benengcli, an Ara- 
bian author." No fmall difcretion was requifitc to 
diflemble the fatisfa£^ioh I felt, when my ears were 
ialuce!d with the title of thefe papers, which, fnatching 
from the mercer, I immediately bought in the lump 
iorhalf a rial ; though, if the owner had been cunning 
enough to ^ifcover my cagernefs to poflefs them, he • 
might have laid his account with getting twelve times 
the fum* by the bargain. 

1 then retired with my Moor through the cloyfters of 
the cathedral, and defired him to tranllate all thofe 
papers that related to Don Quixote into the Caftilian 
tongue, without addition or diminution, oiFering to * 
pay any thing he fhould charge for his labour : his 
demand wa« limited to two quarters of raifins, and as 
many buihels of wheat, for which he promifed to 
tranllate them with great care, concifenefs, and fide- 
lity : but I, the more to facilitate the bufinefs, with- 
out parting with fuch a rich prize, condiifled him to 
my own houie, where, in little lefs than fix weeks, 
he tmnflated the whole, in the fame manner as (hall 
here be related* ^ ' 

f In the^ firft (hcet was p^ntied to the life the' battle 
betwixit Don Quixote and the Bifcayan, who were re- * 
prefented in the fame pofture as the hiftory has al- 
ready defcribed, their fwords brandifhed aloft, one of 

the antagonifts covered with hi« ftiield, the other with 
his cuifaion*, and the Bifcapn'6 mule fo naturally fet 
forth, that you might have known, her to have been . 
aii hireling, at the diftance of a bow-fliot. Under 

the 
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the feet of her rider was a labels cofitauiiing theCc 
words^ Don Sancho de Azpetia, which was doubtlcis 
his name; and beneath our knight wa$ another, with 
die title of Don Quixote. Rozinante was mod won- 
derfuUy delineated, fo long and raw*boned, fohmk 
and meagre, fo (harp in the back, and confumptive^ 
that one might eafiiy perceive, with what prc^rietf 
and penetration the name of Rozinante had been be- 
ftowed upon him. Hard bj the fteed was Sancho 
Panza, holding his afs by the halter, >at whofe feet 
was a third label, Infcribed Sancho Zancas^ who, ia 
the pi£lure, was reprefented as a perfon of a ihort 
ftature, fwag belly, and long fpindle-flianks : for this 
reafon he ought to be called indifcriminately by the 
names of * ranza and Zancas ; for by both theiie 
firnames is he fometimes mentioned in hiftory. 

There were direr s other minute circumftanccsto be 
obferved, but all of them <rf fmall importance and 
concern to the truth of the hiftory, though indeed no- 
thing that is true can be impertinent: hovrever, if 
any obje&ion can be ftarted to the truth of this, it 
cnn be no other, but that the author was an Arabiany 
of a nation but toomuch addifted to falfehood, though9 
as they are at prefent our enanies, it may be fup- 
pofed, that he has rather failed than exceeded in the 
reprefentation of our hero's exploits : for, in my opi» 
mon, when he had frequently opportunides and calls 
to exercife his pen in the pratfe of fuch an iUuftrious 
knight, he feems to be indultriouily filent on the fub* 
jeA^ a jcircumftance very little to his commendation) 
lor all hiftorians ought to be pundual, candid, and 
difpaffionate, that neither intereft, rancour> fear, or 
affefkion, may miflead them from the road of truth, 
w^e mother is hiftory, that rival of time, that re- 
poiitory of great anions, witnefs of the jpaft, example 



Bmim, i^ CaftiKaiiy ^mfiei Pauock ; tod Zaachas, ^indk* 

and 
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and pattern of the prefent, and oracle of fiiturfc 
ages. In this, I know, will be found whatfocvcr 
can be expefted in the moft pleafant performance ; 
and if any thing feeths imperfeft, I affirm it mufl 
be owing to the ftuk of the infidel its author^ rather 
ihan to any failure of the fubjeft itfelf : in fhort^ 
the fecond book in the trihflation begins thus : 

The flaming fword^ of the two valiant and incenfed 
c©mbatant5> brandifhed in tTie air, fecmed to threaten 
heaven, earth, and hell, fuch was the rage and refo- 
lution of thofe that wielded them : but the firft Wow 
was difcharged by the choleric Bifcayan, who ftruck 
with fuch force and fury, that if the blade had not 
turned by the way, that fingle ftroke would have been 
fuflicieiit to have put an end to this dreadful conflift, 
and all the other adventures of our knight ; btit his 
good geniu^, which preferved him for mightier things, 
turned the fword of his antagonift afide, fo that though 
it fell upon his left (houlder, it did no other damage 
than difarm that whole fide, flicing off, in its paflage, 
the greateft part of his helmet, with half of his ear, 
lArhich fell to the ground with hideous ruin, leaving 
him in a very uncomfortable fituation. Good hea- 
vens 1 where is the man who can worthily exprefs 
the rage arid indignation which entered into the heart 
of our Manchegan, '*^hen he faw himfelf handled in 
this manner ? I ihtti only fay, his fury was fUch, 
that raifing hinrfelf again in his flirrups, and grafp- 
ing his fword with both hands, he difcharged it fo 
full upon the cufliion and head of the Bifcayan, 
which it but ill defended, that, as if a mountain had 
fallen upon him, he began to fpout blood from his^ 
noftrils, mouth, and ears, and feemed ready to fall 
from Ivis mule ; which would certainly have been the 
cafe, if he had not laid hold of the mane : yet, not- 
withftanding this effort, his feet falling out of the 
ilirrups, and his arms quitting their holdj the mule, 
which was frightened at the terrrible ftroke> began to 

Vol. I. £ rua 
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run acrofs the field, and, after a few plunges, came 
with her mailer to the ground* Don Quixote, who 
fat obferving him with great tranquillity, no (boner 
perceived him fall, than leaping from his horfe, he 
ran up to him with great agility, and fettifig the 
point of his fword to his throat, bad him furrender 
on pain of having his hea<!f cut off. The Bifcayan 
was fo confounded by the blow and fall he had luf- 
tained, that he could not anfwer one fyllable ; and as 
Don Quixote was blinded by his rage, he would have 
fared very ill, if the ladies of the coach, who had 
hitherto, in great confternation, b^en fpedators ol 
the battle, had not run to the place where he wasj 
and requefted, with the moil fervent intreaties, that 
his worihip would gra^ them the favour to fparc^ 
the life of their fquire. 

To this petition, the knight replied, with great 
ftatelinefs and gravity, ^' Afluredly, moil beautiful 
ladies, I am very ready to do what you defire, but it 
fliall be upon condition and provifo, that this cava- 
lier promife to go ilrait to Tobofo, and prefent him- 
felf, in my behalf, before the unparalleled Donna 
Dulcinea, that (he may ufe him according to her 

Sood pleafure.** The timorous and difconiolate la- 
ies, without entering into the detail of what Don 
Quixote defired, or enquiring who this Dulcinea 
was, promifed that the fquire ihould obey the 
knight's commands in every thing. •* Upon the 
faith of your word, then, faid Don Quixote, I will 
do him no farther damage, though he has richly Je* 
(crv9d it at my hand/' 
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Of what farther happened between Don Q^olc 

and the Bifcayan. - 

A LL this time SanchoPanza having got up, though 
•^^ very roughly handled by the lacquies of the 
fryars, ftood very attentively beholding the battle of 
hjs mailer Don Q^ixote^. and put up ejaculatory pe- 
titions to heaven, that it M'ould pleafc to grant him 
the victory, and that he might gain by it fome ifland^ 
of which he himfelf might be made governor, in 
confequence of the knight's promife. Seeing there- 
fore the battle ended, and his mailer returning to 
mount Rozinante, he went to hold his ilirrup, and 
before he got up, fell on his knees before him ; then 
laying hold of his hand, and kiiling it, pronounced 
with great fervency, ".Sir Don Quixote, will your 
worifaip be pleafed to beilow on me the government 
of that ifland which you have won in this dreadful, 
combat ; for let it be ever fo great, I find I have/ 
ftrength enough to govern it, as well as any he who 
governs an ifland in this world.** To this rcqifeil Don 
<!iuixote replied; " You muil know, brother San- 
cho, that fuch as thefe are not adventures of iilands, 
but frays that happen in bye -roads, in which there 
is nothing to be got but a broken head, with the lofs 
of an ear : have a little patience, and we ihall meet 
with adventures, which will enable me to make you 
not only a governor, but fomcthing more." Sancho 
• made him many hearty acknowledgements for his 
promife, then killing his hand again, and his coat 
of mail, helped him' to mount Rozinante ; and h^ 
himfelf getting upon his afs, followed his mailer, 
who fet pfF at a rpund pace y and, without bidding 
adieu, or fpeaking one fyllablc to thofc in the coach, 
entered a wood that was in the neighbourhood. 

£ 2 Sancho 
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Sancho followed him as hard a^ his Keaft would 
trot ; bur Rozinantc exerted fuch fpefed, that feeing 
himfelf left behind, he was obliged to call to his maf^ 
fcr to wait for htm. The knight complied with his 
requeft, and checked his horfe until he was overtaken 
l^ his weary fquire^ who, when he approached him, 
** Sir, faid he, mefhinks it would be the wifeft courfe 
for us .to retreat to fome church 5 for as he with whom 
you fought reipains but in a forry condition, *tis 
ddds but they inform the * holy brotherhood of the 
affair, and have us apprehended ; and verily, if they 
do, before we get out of prifon we may chance to 
fwtat for it." " Peace, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, 
where didft thou ever fee or hear, that a knight-ep- 
tant was brought to juftice for the greateft homicides 
he had committed?** " I know nothing of your ho- 
ney-feeds, anfwered 5ancho, nor in my life did I ever 
fee one of them : this only I know, that the holy 
brotherhood commonly looks after thofe who quarrel . 
and fight up and down the country 5 and as to the 
other aflfair, I have no bufifiefs to mtermeddle in it/* 

** Set your heart at eafe then, friend Sancho) re- 
plied Don Quixote, for I will deliver you from the 
hands of the Philiftines, niuch more from the clutches 
of the brotherhood : but tell me, on thy life, haft 
thou ever, feen a more valiant knight than me in any 
country of the known world ? Haft thou ever read m 
ftory of any other who poflelfes, or has poffefled more 
courage in attacking, more breath in preferving, 
more dexterity in wounding, and more agility in 
overthrowing his antagonift r* " The truth is, an- . 
fwered Sancho, I never read a hiftory fince I was 
born ; for indeed I can neither read ijor write ; but 



• Santa Hermandad was a brotherhood orfocicty Inftituted in Spain 
in tinico of confuiion« to iiipprefs rphbcry, and tender trd veiling fafc. 

what 
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what I will make bold to wager upon is, that 'a more 
daring mafter than your worihip I never ferved in the 
days of my life ; and I wifh to God, that your cou- 
rage may not meet widi that reward I haye already 
mentioned. . What I beg of your worfliip at prcfent 
is that you would allow me to drefs that ear, which 
bleeds very much^ for I have got fome lint, and a 
little white ointment in my wallet.'* " Thefe woiild 
have been altogether neediefs, anfwered the knight, 
if I had remembered to make a phial of the balfam of 
Fierabras, one fmgle drop of which would favc abun*- 
dance of time and trouble/' •^ What fort of a phial 
and balfam is that !" faid Sancho Pan^a. "It is a 
balfam, replied Don Quixote, the receipt of which I 
retain in my memory, and he that poffefles the va- 
luable compofxtion needs be in no fear of death, nor 
think of perifliing by any wound whatfoever : and 
dierefore, when I (hall have made it, and delivered it 
into thy keepiiig, thou haft no more to do, when thoa 
fecft me in any combat cut through the middle, a cir- 
cumftance that very often happens, but to (hatch up 
that part of the body which falls to the ground, and> 
before the Uood (hall congeal, fet it upon the other 
half that remains in the faddle, taking cart to join 
them with the utmoft nicety and exaftnefs : then 
making me fwallow a couple of draughts of the 
aforefaid balfam, thou wilt fee me, in a tNvinkling^ 
as whole and as found as an apple.*^ 

" If that be the cafe, faid Sancho Panza, I hence- 
forth renounce the government of that ifland yoia 
promifed me, and defire no other reward for my long 
and faithful fervice,^ but that your worfhip will givd 
me the receipt of that fame moft exceeding liquor ^ 
for I imagine,, that it will fell for two rials aai ounce 
at leaft, and Uiat will be fufficient to make me fpen<l 
the reft of my days in credit and* eafe r but it wilt be 
aeceflary to knowj^ if the compofition be coftly J' •* I 

E J canr 
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can make a gallon of it for lefs than three rials,^' 
replied the knight. ** Sinner that I am ! cried San- 
cho, what hinders your worftiip from teaching mc 
to make it this moment ?*' " Hold thy tongue, friend, 
faid the knight, I intend to teach thee greater fecretr, 
and beftow upon thee more confiderable rewards 
than that; but, iit the mean time, let us drcfs my 
car, which pains me more than I could wiih." 
. The fquire accordingly took out his lint and oint- 
ment-; but when his matter found that his helmet 
was quite demoliihed, he had almott run ttark mad : 
he laid his hand upon his fword, and lifting up his 
hands to heaven, pronounced aloud, " I fwear by 
the Creator of all things, and by all that is written 
in the four holy evangelifts ! to lead the life which the 
great marquis of Mantua led, when he fwore to re- 
venge the death of his coufin Valdovinos ; neither to 
cat food upon a fable, nor enjoy his wife, with many 
other things, which, though I do not remember, I here 
confider as expreiTed, until I fhall have taken full 
vengeance upon him who has done me this injury*. 
Sancho hearing this invocation, ** Sir Don Quixote 
faid he, I hope your worfhip will confider, that if the 
knight (hall accomplifli what he was ordered to do ; 
niimely to prefent himfelf before my lady Dulcinea 
del Tobofo, he will have done his duty, and cer- 



■ * Thcfe ridiculous oaths or Tovrt are not confined to romances 
Vbilip the good duke of Burgundy, at a public luuBquet, vowed to 
Ood, the holy virgin, the peacock, and the ladies, that he would dc* 
cbre war againft the infidels: and a great number of perfons who 
were prefent, lifted themfelves under the fame vow, and incurred 
voluntary penance until ttfliould be accompUfhed. Some fwore they 
would never lie upon a bed, others renounced the ufe of a table-cloth* 
a third fct obliged themfelvcsto faft one particular day in the week, 
a fourth went without one particular piece, of armour, a fifth wore his 
airmmir nightand day, and many confined themfelvcs to fliirts of iack« 
doth and hair. 

uialy 
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tiinly deferves no other puniflimcnt, unlefs he com- 
riiits a new crime." ** Thou haft fpoke very' much 
to the purpofe, and hit the nail on tne head, replied 
Bon Quixote ; therefore I annul my oath, fo far as ' 
it regards my revenge ; tut I make and confirm it 
anew, to lead the life I have mentioned, until fuch 
time as I can take by force as good a helmet as this 
from, fome other knight ; and thou muft not think, ' 
Sancho, that I am now making a fmoke of ftraw ; 
for I know very well whom I imitate in this affair ; 
the fame thing having literally happened about the 
helmet of Mambrino, which coft Sacripante fodear *.'* 
** Sir, fir, replied Sancho, with fome heat, I wifli 
your woHhip would fend to the devilall fuch oaths, 
•which are fo mifchievous to the health, and prejudicial 
to the confcience : for, tell nfe now, if we fhould 
not find in many days a man armed with a helmet, 
what muft we do ? Muft we perform this v6w, in 
fpite of all the rubs and inconveniencies in the way : 
fuch as to lie in one's cloaths, and not to fleep in an 
irfhabited place, with a thoufand other penances con- 
tained in the oath of that old mad marquis of Mantua, 
which your worihip now wants to renew ? Pray, fir, 
confider that there are no arnied people in thefe 
roads, none but carriers and carters, which,* fir from 
-wearing ' helmets themfelves, perhaps never heard of 



* GcofFroi dc Ran9on, having been injured by the count de la 
Marche, fwore by the faints that he would vrear his bufkin likti a 
woman, and never fuflfer Jumfelf to ht ftiavcd, fn the manner of 
chivalry^ until he (hould be revenged. This oath he fcrupulcufly eb* 
lenred, until he faw his adver£ury, with bis wife and thildpen^kneeiixig 
in diftrefs before the king, and imploriog his focgiveneis ; then he 
called for a ftool, adjufted his bvfkin, and was ihaved io prefence ai 
his najefty and all the court. 

The knight's forehead was commonly fhaved, that in cafe he fliouKi 
Jofe his helmet in combat, his antagonift fiiould have no hold.,^ 
which he might be pulled off his horfe. 

E 4 any 
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any fuch thing during the whole courfe of their lives.^ 
*^ There thou art egregioufly miftakcn, replied Don 
v<^ixotQ, for, hefpre' we are two hours in thefe crofs- 
v^aySt we ihall fee armed men more numerous than 
thofe that can^e to Albraca, in order to win Ange- 
lica the fair." " Gn then, and be it fo, faid Sancho, 
apd prayv God we may fucceed,. and that the time may 
come whep we fhallgain that ifland which has coil 
me fo dear, and then I care not how foon I die.** " I 
Ibave already advifed thee, Sancho, faid the knight, 
to g^ive thyfelf no trouble about that afFair^^ for, 
ihould we he difappointed in the expectation of an 
](\and, there is the kingdom' of Denmark^^ or that of 
Sobrediza, which will fuit thee as well as qmcv a 
ri^ig fitted a finger, and ought to give thee more joy, 
b^caufe it is fxtuated on terra firma *, but let us leavo . 
thefe things to the determination of time \ and fee 
if 'thou hafk got any thing in fhy walkt ; for we 
muft go prefently in queft of fonie caftle, where we 
ni^ay procure a night's lodging, andf ingredients . to 
m.ake that fame balfam I mentioned j for, I vow to. 
God, my ear gives me infinite pain." 

^^ I have got here in my bag^, faid Sancho, aa 
onion, a Aice of cheefe, and a few crufts of bread ; 
but thefe are eatables which do not fuit the palate of 
fuch a valiant knight-errant as your worihip.*' ** I|ow^ 
little you underftaiid of the matter ! anfwered Don 
Quixote. Thou muft know, Sancho, that it rs fbr 
the IjLonojur of knights-errant, to abftain whols 
months together from food, wd, when they do eats 
to. be contented with what is next at hand ; thi;^ th/on 
woujdft not havye been ignorant of, hadft thou read fa 
many hif^ories a& I have peru^^ in which, aume^ 
rous as they. are> I have never found any account of 
knights-CKi^ant eating, except occafionally, at (omc 
fumpltuous banquet made on purpofe for them; at 
other times, livmg upon air; and though it muft be 
taken for j;rantedj tjiat they could not altogether live 

without 



DON QJJ.tXOXE. ir 

without eatings or complying vnth the other seeeili- 

ties of nature^ being in eSte€t men as we are ; yet^we^ 

are likewife to confider^ that as the greateft part of 

their Hyes was fpent in travelling through woods and 

deferts, without any cook or caterer^ their ordinary 

<iiet was no other dian fuch ruftic food as thou haft 

now got for our prefent occafions* : therefore, friend 

Sancho, give thyfelf no uneafinefs^ becaufe thou hafi: 

got nothing to gratify the palate, nor feek to unhinge 

or alter the conflitution of things^" ^* I beg your . 

worfhip^s pardon, faid Sancho, for as I can neither 

read nor write, as I have already obfbrved, I may 

have miftaken the rules of your knightly profeflion ^ 

but, from henceforward, I will ftore my bucket with 

all forts of dry fruits for your worflup, who are a^ 

knight ; and for myfelf, who am none, I will provide 

other more volatile and fubftantial food f .** " I do 

not fay, Sanchoj that knights-errant are obliged to 

eat nothing except thefe fruits, but only that their 

xnoft ordinary fuftenance is compofed of tham^and 

feme certain herbs, which they know boiw to gather 

in the fields ; a fpecies of knowledge which I myfelf 

2tn no ftranger to.** ** Surely, an^nrered Sandxo, ir 

is a great comfort to know thofe fan^ herbs ; for ic 

comes into my head^ we ihall one day or another- 

have occafion lo make ufe of the knowledge ^'^ anA 



* We read ii» Perccfbraft^ that there were flat ftonet pUcedat 
certain diftaacet in uninhabited ports- of the cowtttrf, ior the nfe af 
knight^v-erraat, wha baTxngikilled a. roc back, ptefled the blood ovt 
•F it upon MW of tkefe tables,, by the he^ of another fttooth Ooiit^ 
and then ate it with IboM fait and fpiees, which they canritd alen^ 
with thofti for that pvrpoft. This diet is called in the French ro->" 
aiances^ ** Chetxaiu de pceflbt Doatrituedes Htraux.*' 

f • FcIaiSei in- tht original, figmfies any things that fly t wtt^ 
thereforo^ancho may be fUppoied to mean, he tMutipnradiB h^ib^- 
with game or poultry : but the blunder which we have made him 
catamit keas to be mote in charader. 

' E S taking 
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taking out the contents of his wallet, they -eat to« 
gether with great hannony and fatirfa£tion; but, 
being defirous of finding feme place for their night's 
lodging, diey finiihed their humble repaft in a hurry, 
and mounting their beafts, put on at a good rate, in 
order to rea^ fome village before it fliould be dark : 
but tile hope. of gratifying that defire failed them with 
day-Mght, juft when they happened to be near a goat* 
herd's hut, in which they refolved to pafs the night $ 
and in the (ame proportion that Sancho was difguft- 
ed at not being able to reach fome village, his mafter 
was rejoiced at an opportunity of fleeping under the 
cope of heaven, becaufe he looked upon every occca- 
fion of this kind as an z€t of profeffion, that ftrength« 
•ned the proof of his kilight-<rrantry* 
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Of whal happened to Don Quixote, while he re* 
mained with the goatherds. 

1LI£ received a very hearty welcome from the goat- 
^^ herds, and Sancho havingt as well as he could, 
accommodated Rozinante^^ana his afs, was attraded 
by the odour that ifliied from fome pieces of goat's 
fiefli that were boiling in a kettles but though he 
longed very much, at that inftant, to fee if it was 
time to transfer them from the ketde to die belly, he 
diecked his curiofity, btcaufe the landlord took them 
from the fire, and fpreading fome iheep-lkins upon 
the ground, fet out their ruftic table without lofs of 
time ; inviting their two guefts to a ihare of their 
mefs, with manv expreffions of good-will and hoi^i* 
tality. Then thofe who belonged to the cot^ being 
iil^in number, feated themfelves round the (kins, 
firfl^ with their boonfli ceremmyy defired 

Do« 
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Don Quixote to fit down on a trough* which they 
had overturned for that purpofe. 

The knight accepted their offer, and Sancho re-^ 
mained ftandingi to adminifter the cup, which Ivas 
made of horn : but his mailer perceiving him in this^ 
attitude, ^^ That thou mayeil fee» Sancho, faid he, 
the benefit which U concentered in knight-errantry ; 
and how near all thofe who exercife themfelves in 
aoy fort of miniftry belonging to it are to prefer- 
ment and cfleem of the world, I defire thee to fit 
down here by my fide, in company with thefe wor- 
thy people; and that thou may'ft be on an equal 
footing with me, thy natural lord and mafter, eating 
in the £ime dilh, and drinking out of the fame cup 
that I ufe ; for what is fald of love may be obfenred 
of knight-errantry, that it puts all things upon a 
IcveU" 

** I give you a thoufand thanks, faid Sancho ; but 
I pfiuil tell your worihip that, provided I have plienty, 
I can eat as much, nay more to' my fatisfa£lion, 
Handing on my legs, and in my own company, than 
if I was to fit by the fide of an emperor: and, if 
all the truth muu be told, I had much rather dine 
by myfelf in a corner, though it Ihould be upon a 
bit of bread and an onion, without all your niceties 
and ceremonies; than eat turkey'-cocks at another 
^n's table, where I am obliged to chi^ foftly, to 
drink fparingly, to wipe my mouth every minute, to 
abftain from fneezing or coughing, though I ihould 
be ever fp much inclined to either, and from a great 
many other things, which I can fceely do when alcuie : 
therefore, fir mafter of mine, I hope thefe honours 
which your worihip would put upon me, as being the 
ficrvant and abetter of knight-err^^ntry, which to be 
fuic I am^ while I remain m quality of your fquire» 
nu^y be converted into other things of more eafip upd 
advantage to me, than thofe which, thpugh I hold 
them as received in full, I renounce from henceforth 

E 6 ^ for 
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forever, amca/' **Th<»u muft ne^rei^eleft fife thee 
down, (aid bis mafter ; for him diat is humble God 
will' exalt ;" and^ frizing him by the arm^ he pulled 
him down to the feat on which he himfelf fatw 

Tlie goatherds who underft-ood not a word oi all 
this jargon of fquire and knights-arrant, did nothing 
but eat in (ilence> and gaze upon their guefts, who 
with keen appetite, and infinite rellfli, iblaced their 
flonnachs, by fw^owing pi^eces as large as their fifts. 
This fervice of meat being finifhed, they fpread up- 
on their flcins great quantities of acorns, and half a 
cheefe, harder than plafter of Paris: all this time 
the horn was not idle, but went round fo faft, Cpme- 
times full, fometimes empty, like the buckets of a^ 
well, that they foon voided one of the two flE:in6t>f^ 
wine that hung in view. 

Don Quixote having fatisfied his appetite, took 
up an handful of the acorns, and after looking at 
them attentively, delivered himfelf to this, purpofe : 
•* Happy age, and happy days were thofe, to which 
|he aactents gave the name of golden } notlhat goId> 
which in thefe our iron-times is fo much efteejMed, 
was to be acquired without trouble in thait foptui^te 
period V but becaufe pec^e then were^ ignoram^of 
thofe two words MfN£ and thine ; in that iacved 
age all things were in commioii; no man was ne* 
ceffitated, in fearch of his daily foi^, to undergo 
^nj other trouble than that of reaching out his haad> 
and receiving it from the fturdy oak, that liberally tn- 
trited him to pull his fweet ^^d falutary fwAu The 
limpid fowntains and murmuring rilte aiibrded htm 
their favoury and tranfparent waters in magn^cent 
abundatK^ In clefts of rocks and hollow trees, the 
prudent and induftrious bees formed their common- 
wealths, offering without intereft to every hand the* 
fruilAil harveft of ibciv delicious toil. The ftatelp 
cork-trees vokmtanly ftripped themftfves • of dieir 
li^ extended bark^ with whioh men began to cover 

their 
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theicruralf cottages, fiippbfted upon ruftic poles, with ^ 
a view only to defend themfelves from the inclemen- ' 
cies of the weather. All was then peace, aU was har- 
mony, and all was ftiendinip* As yet the ponderous 
coulter of theerooked plough had not prefumed to 
open or vifit the pious entrails of our nril mother, 
who, without con^ptilfion, prefentcd, on every part 
t>i her wide and fertile bofom, every thing that could 
fatisfy^ fuftain, an4 delight her fons, who then pof-« 
fefled her. Th^cn did the fimple and beautiful (hep- 
herde&s rove from hill to hipil, and dale to dale, bare-* 
headed, in their braided locks, without any other 
cloaths than whsvt were neceffary to cover modeftly 
th^t; which modefty commands, and always has com-^ 
infuided to be covered. Neither were their ornaments 
TulK as are uied now-a-days, enhanced in value by 
the Tyrian purple, and the many-ways martyred 
filfc, but coi»pofed of verdant dock-leaves and ivy 
interwove together ; with which they appeared, per* 
h^, wi^h a$ great pomp and contrivance as the 
co^rt-l^tes bf our 4^9 dreifed in all the rare and 
for^igQ: fa(hi(m$. .wUcH idle curiofity has invented* 
Th^Q,^er<> ^hfi 3«ioxou3 di&ates of the foul exprefled ; 
in. Cbnfibl^ finipUcity, juft as they were conceived, 
undi(gl^fed by thjc artificial cloak of fpecious words* 
There Mra^ no fraud, no deceit, no malice intermixed 
with plailn-dealing» truth : juftice then kept within her 
prpper bounds, tmdiAurbed and unbiafled by intereft 
ai^ finvo^j^r, whiich now impait, confound, and perfe* 
cui)^ h^fs fo much : Ilt?«r was> not then centred m the 
arbit^py tK>ib0li of tike jiidge;.f»r, at that time, there 
was n^thf^ G9Mfe nor conteft. I>amfe]'s and decency, 
as. I bave^i^ady Oud^ Mcetit about fingle, and without 
fe^' q£ b^0g ifiJMfed by infolence or luft ; and their 
rui^ whei^ lA.bai^eoed^ wsas the hyxkt of their own 
wgtjsHidipIcaAiXfv. Bul^ nov»-a^days, in this detefta- 
^% ^9^ Q(l^«mu4 iiii^Ciiiic^ thougl^ ihe- was concealed 

and 
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and (hut up in fuch anodier labyrindt as was that of 
Crete j for, even there, the amorous peftilence, with 
the 2eal of mifchievous unporttinity, would enter, 
cither by the help of wings, or by gliding through 
fopic chink or other, and all her barricadoedchaftity 
would go to wreck. For the fecurity of this virtue, 
in procefs of tiipe, when mifchief grew to a greater 
head, the order of knight^rantry was firft Inftitated 
to defend damfels, proteft widows, and fuccour the 
needy and the f atherlefs. This order, brother goat- 
herds, I profefs, and thank you for this kind enter- 
tainment and reception which I and my fquire have 
received at your hands : for though, by the law of 
nature, all mankind are obliged to favour and affift 
kmghts-errant, during the whde coorfe of their 
lives } yet, as you have received and regaled me, be- 
fore you^knew yourfelves to be under that ohliga- 
tion, I thmk It my duty to return my moft fincere 
acknowledgment for yourhofpitality." 

The whole of this tedious harangue, which might 
very well have been fpared, was pronounced by our 
knight, becaufe the atoms they prefented recalled to 
his memory the golden age : therefore he took it in 
his head to make thefe ufelefs refledHons to the goat- 
herds, who, without anfwering one fyilable, liftened 
with fufpenfe and aftonilhment. Sancho was alfo 
filenti but kept his teeth employed upon the acorns, 
and paid many a vifit to the fecond wine-bag, which^ 
that the contents might be cooler, was hiSig upoi^ 
a cork-tree. Don Qjiuotc was lefs tedious inL difc 

*hf .LS^/^^- J T^. ^"^^'^ ^"e ended, one of 
A? goatherds faid. « That your worAip l^ight-er- 

rant, ma]^ be convinced of our readinefs and good- 

I*! ^Jr ^fi," "^ *^^ entertainment in our pSwer. 
you Ihdrhavc the pleafure and fatiafaaion «f hwrin^ 
a fong from one of out companions, who will foon ll 
here, "e is an u!vi«tftan4iiig,.young.ft|]4w,..^»^ 

xnura 
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much in love, who, moreover, can read and write, and 
play upon the rebec *, that it will delight ydu to hear 
him." Scarce had die goatherd pronounced thcfc 
word$, when their ears were faluted with the fouod of 
this inftrument, and prefentiy after appeared the mu- 
fician, wlio was a young fellow of about twenty, or 
twenty-two years of age, and of a very graceful ap- 
pearance. His companions alked him if he had fup-« 
. ped, and he anfwering in the affirmative, one of them, 
who made the offer to the knight^ faid to him, " If 
that be the cafe, Antonio, you will do us the pleafure 
to fing a fong, that this gentleman our guefl: may fee 
t][iere are fome even among thefe woods and mountains 
who underftand mufic. We have already informed 
him of thy uncommon talents, and we defire thou 
wouldft fliew them, in order to juftifv what we have 
faid in thy praife j I therefore eameuly befeech thee 
to fit down and fing the ballad of thy love, compofed 
by thy uncle the curate, which is fo much qom* 
mended in our village." ** With all my heart," re- 
plied the young mah, who, without farther intreaty^ 
fat down upon the trunk of an an ancient oak, and 
tuning his inflrument, began in a ver^ graceful man- 
ner to fing and accompany the following fong. 

L 
XZOU lone, OlaUa, nay adore me; 
* In ipite of all your art I know it. 
Although you never fmile before me^ 
And neither tongue nor eyes avow it. 

For, fure to flight a lover's paffion^ 
So try'd as &at which lives this heart xn^ 

Were but fmall proof of penetration ; 
And that you are no fool is certain. 



* A £on of (mall fiddk of tne piece, with thrte ftriof^ ufcd by 
Ikephercb. 

HI. Some- 
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III. 

Sometimes, indeed, and ^tis amazing, 
Tho* proved by evidence of tvirenty. 

You've plainly (hewn your foul was bra^en^ 
And eke your fnowy bofom flinty. 

IV. 
Yet, in the midft of maiden fliyncfs, 

Affefted fcorn and decent fcoldin^y. 
Kind Hope appeared with proiFer'd fpy-glafe^ 
The border of her robe unfolding* 

V. 

Then balance in the fcales of reafon. 
My love unfhaken and untainted, 
s Unapt to change from truth to treafon. 

By frown*^ impaired, by fmiles augmented. 

VL 

If love be courtefy refin'd. 

And you be civil to profufion. 
That you will to my hopes prove kind. 

Is but a. uatural conclufion. 

yii. 

If gratitude that bread can foften. 
Which bid$ to other arts defiancei 

The fervices Fve rendered often. 

Mult melt your foul to kind compliance* 

VIII. 

For, more than once, had you attended. 
You might have feen me wear on Monday^ 

My beft apparel fcour'd and mended. 
With whicb I wont to hpnour Sunday. . 

IX. 
As love delighta in finery, 

And women, oft are won by tightnefs, 
I've mil endeavour'd in your eye. 
To fliinc the mirrour of politenefs. 

X. That 



v« 
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X. 

**rhat I have danc'd the fwains among; 

To pleafe your pndc what need I mention. 
Or with the c^ck b^gun my fong, 

To wake my fleeping fair's attention. 

XL 

Or that, enamoured of your beauty, 
I've loudly founded forth its praifes ; 

A talk which, though a lover's diity, ' 
The fpite of other women raifcs. 

XII. 

For, once, Terefa of the hill, 

!peneatli all notice would have funk yc, 

" You think Olalia. angel ftlll, 

(Said Ihe) but others fcorn the monkey. 

XIIL 

Thanks to her beads of glittering glafs. 
And her falfe locks m ringlets curling, 

And the falfe colour of her face. 

Which Love himfelf might take for ftcrling 

XIV. 

She lyM, I told her in her throat ; 

And when her kinfmaii kept a racket, 
Tou know I made him change his note, 

And foundly threfliM the booby's jacket^ 

XV. 

Your lovely perfon, not your wealth, 

At firft engag'd my inclination 5 
Nor would I now poflefs, by ftealth. 
The guilty joys of fornication. 

XVI. 

The church has filken ties in {lore. 
Then yield thy neck to Hymen's fetters \ 

Behold, I put my own before. 

And truft the noofe th^t binds our betters. 

XVII. Elfe 



» 
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xvir. 

Elfe^ by each blefled faint I fwcar. 
And heav'n forbid I prove a lyar ! 

Never to quit this dcfert drear, 
Except in form of hooded fryar *, 

Thus ended the goatherd's ditty j and though Don 
Quixote deCred him to ling another, yet Sancho Pan- 
za would by no means give his con fen t, being more 
inclined to take his natural reft t?han to hear bal- 
lads 'y and therefore he faid to his mafter, " Your 
worfhip had better confider vjrhere you are to lodge 
this night 5 for the labour that thefe honeft men un- 
dergo in the day, will not fuffer them to pafs the 
night in finging." ** I under ftand thee, Sancho, re- 

Elied the knight, it^plainly appears that the vifits. thou 
aft made to the wine-bag, demand the confoUtion of 
ileep, rather than that of mufic.'* " They agreed with 



* The reader will perceive that I have endeaTOiired to adapt th© 
▼erfification to the plainncfs and rufticity of the fentiiuents, which 
arc prejferved through the whole of this bjillad ; tliough all the 
other tranflatcrs fberh to have been bent upoa fcttiiig the ptoetry at 
variance with the paftoi'al fimpllcity of the thoughts. For cxa9iple» 
who would «v^r drea;n of a goatherd's addreiTing his mjilrcls in theft 
terms? * . 

With rapture on each charm I dwelli 

And daily fpr<a4 ^^7 beauty's fame ; 
And ilill my tongue thy praife ihalt tell. 

Though envy fwell, or ma^ce blame. 

The original fentiments which this courtly ftanza is defigned f 

tranilatey are literally thefe : 

** I do>'not mention the praifes I have fpoke of your beauty, which, 
though tnie in fa<ft, arc the occaiion ef my being hated by fomc other 



ivomcii." 
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us all very well, bleiled be God;" replied Sancho. 
" I do not deny it, faid the knight, and thou may'ft 
bellow thyfelf in the belt manner thou canft, but it is 
more feemly for thofe of my profeffion to watch than 
to fleep ; it would not be amifs, however, Sancho, to^ 
drefs my ear again ; for it gives me more pain than 
I could wifti." Sancho did as he defired : when one 
of the goatherds perceiving the wound, bad him give 
himfelf no trouble about it, for he would apply a re- 
medy that would heal it iii a trice ; fo faying, he took 
fome leaves of rofemary, which grew in great plenty 
round the hut, and having chewed and mixed them 
with a little fait, applied the poultice to his ear, and 
binding it up carefully, affured him, as it aftually 
happened, that it would need no other plafter. 

C H A P. IV. 

What was related by a goatherd, who chanced to 

come into the hut. 

1 N the mean time, another of the lads, who brought 
-"- them victuals from the village, entering the hut, 
laid, " Do you know what has happened in our town, 
oomrades ?'* When one of them anfwcred, " How 
fiiould we." " Know then, continued he, that the 
famous ftudent Chryfoftom died this morning ; and it 
h murmured about, that his death was occaiioned by 
his love for that devilifh girl Marcella, daughter of 
William the Rich ; flie thiat roves about thefe plains 
in the habit of a fliepherdefs." " For Marcella, 
faid you ?" cried one. ** The fame, anfwered the 
goatherd ; and it is certain, that in his laft will, iie 
ordered himfelf t6 be buried in the field, like a Moor 
(God blefs us !) at the .foot df the rock, hard by the 
cork-tree fpring ; for, die report goes, and they fay, 
he faid fo himfelf, as how the firft time he faw her 
wa^ in that place > and he h^s alfo ordained many 

" othcc 
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Other fuch things, as the clergy fay mull not be ac- 
complilhed, nor is it right they (hould be accom-# 
' plifhed ; for truly they feem quite heathenifli : to all 
which obje£lions his dear friend, Ambrofio the flu- 
dent, -who alfo drefled himfelf like a fhepherd, to keep 
him company, replies,, that he will perform every 
thing, without fail, that Chryfoftom has ordered 5 
and the whole village is in an uproar about it. But 
it is believed that every thing, at laft, will be done 
according to the defire of Ambrofio, and all the reft 
of the fhepherds, his friends ; and that to-morrow he 
will be interred with great pomp in the very fpot I 
have mentioned. I am refolved therefore, as it will 
be a thing well worth feeeing, to go thither without 
fail, even though I thought I (hould not be able to 
return to the village that night." ^* "We will do lb 
too, replied the goatherds, and cafl lots to fee which 
of us muft flay and take care of our flocks^" " You 
j^re in the right, Pedro, faid one, but there will be no 
occafion to ufe that fliift ; for I myfelf will flay and 
take care of the whole, and you muft not impute my 
tarrying to virtue, or the want of curiofity, but to 
the plaguy thorn that ran into my foot the other 
day, and hinders me from walking/' " We are ob- 
liged to thee, however," anfwered redro, whom Don 
Quixt2te defired to tell him who that fame dead (bep« 
- herd and living fii^pherdefs were. 

To this queftion the goatherd replied, all that he 
Icnew of the matter was, that the deceafed was the 
fbn of a rich farrncr, who fived in t|ie neighbourhood 
of a village in thefe mountains f that he had ftudted in 
Salanianca many years, at the end of which he had 
returned to his family with the charjifter of a great 
fcholar : in particular they feid, he was very know- 
ing in the fcience of the ftars, and what pailed be- 
twixt the fun and moon, and the heavens ; for he 
had piun£^ually foretold the clipfe of them both ! 
"The obfcuralicta of thofe two great luminaries, 

■ fai* 
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faid the knight, is called the eclipfe, and not tlic 
x:lipfe, friend.'* But Pedro, ^thout troubling his 
head with thefe trifles, proceeded, faying, " he like- 
wife for^faw when tlie year would be plentiful or fta- 
ril." « You mean fterile," faid Don Quixote, '•Ste- 
rile, or ftaril, replied Pedro, comes all to the fame 
purpofe; and I fay, that his father and his friends 
taking his advice, became very rich •, for they gave 
credit to his words, and followed his counfel in all 
things. When he would fay, this year you muft fow 
barley and no wheat ; here you muft fow carabances, 
but no barley ; next year there will be a good harveft 
of oil 5 but for three years to come there will not be 
a drop." *' That fcience, replied Don Quixote, is 
called aftrology." " I know not how it is called, re- 
plied Pedro •, but th^s I know, that he knew all this,, 
and much more. In fhort, not many months after 
he came from Salamanca, he appeared ^1 of a fud- 
den in (hepherd- weeds, with his woolly jacket^ and 
a flock of flieep, having laid afide the long drefs of a 
ftudent. And he was accompanied by a friend of his 
ill the fame habit, whofe. name was Ambrofio, and 
who had been his fellpw-ftudenf at college. I forgot 
to tell you, that Chryfoilom the defun<9k was fuch a 
great man at compofmg couplets, that he made carols 
for Chriftmas-eve, and plays for the LordVday, 
whifli were reprefented by the young men in our vil- 
lage ; and every body faid, that they were tip-top. 
When the people of the village faw the two fcholars 
fo fuddenly clothed like Ihepherds, they were fur- 
prifed, and could not guefs their reafon for fuch an 
odd change. ^ About that time the father of this 
Chryfoftom dying, he inherited great riches, that 
•were in moveables and in lands, with no fmall num- 
ber of ftieep more or lefs, and a great deal of money : 
of all wiich this young man remained defolate lord 
arrd matter ^ and truly he defervcd it all j for he was 
an excellent companion, very charitable, a great 

friend 
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friend to good folks, and had a moft blefled counte- 
nance. Afterwards it came to be known, that his 
i^afon for changing his garb, was no other than "with 
a view of ftroUing through the woods and deferts after 
that fame (hepherdefs Marcella, whofe name my 
friend mentioned juft now, and with whom the poor 
defun£k Chryfoftom was woundily in love : and I will 
now tell you, for it is necefTary that you fhould know 
who this wench is ; for, mayhap, nay even vnthout a 
mayhap, you never heard of fuch a thing in all the 
days 6( your life, though you be older 'than * St* 
Paul." "Say PauFs," replied Don Quixote, of- 
fended at the goatherd's perverting the words. ** St. 
Paul was no chicken, replied Pedroy and if your wor- 
ihip be refolved to conreft my words every moment, 
'ViFe ihall not have done in a twelvemonth." " I afk 
your pardon, friend, faid the knight ^ I only men- 
tion this, becaufe there is a wide difference between 
the perfon of St. Paul, and a church that goes by hi^ 
name : but, however, you made a very fenfible reply ; 
for, to be fure, the faint lived long before the churqh 
was built : therefore go on with your ftory, and I 
promife not to interrupt you again." 

** Well then, my good mailer, faid the goatherd, 
there lived in bur vilJage a farmer, ftill richer than 
Chryfoftom'« father; his name was William, and 
God gave him, over and above great wealth, a daugh- 
ter, who at her birth- was the death of her mother, 
the moft worthy dame in all the country.' Methinks 
I fee her now with that face of hers,' which feemed 
to have the fun on one fide, and the moon on the 



* In the original Spanifli, the goatherd, inftead of faying as old 
M Sarah, fays, as old as Sarna, which in that lang\iage Cgnifies the 
itch ; but as it i» unpoflible to prcfervc thefe mi flukes in the traoHa- 
tioB« I have: iubftituted another in its room, which I apprtrhend h 
<qii4l|y nUunil and eicprefliver 
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other; (he was an excelient houfewife, and a great 
friend to the poor, for which reafon I helitve her foul 
is enjoying the prefenc^ of God in paradife. Her 
hufband died of grief for the lofs of fo good a wife^ 
leaving his daughter Marcella^ young and rich, to 
the care of an uncle, who has got a living in our 
village. Xhe girl grew up with fo much beauty, 
|hat (he put us in- mind ox her mother, who had a 
, great fliare, and yet it was thought it would be fur* 
paiied by the daughter's. It happened accordingly % 
for when (he came to the a^e of fourteen or (ifteen, 
nobody could behold her widiout bleffing God, for 
having made fo beautiful a creature ; and every body 
almoil grew defperately in love with her. Her uncle 
kept hor up with great c^re ; but, for all that, the 
fame of her exceeding beauty fpread in fuch a man« 
ner, that both for her perfon and her fortune, not 
only the richeft peopje in our. town, but like wife in 
many le<igues about, came to aik her in marriage of 
her uncle, with much importunity and folicitation. 
But he, who, to cive him his due, was a good 
chriftian, although he wanted to difpofe of her as 
foon as (lie came to the age fit for matrimony, would 
not give her away virithout her own confent ; nei- 
ther had he a view in deferring her marriage, to the 
gain and advantage which he might enjoy in ma- 
naging the girl's fortune. And truly I have heard this 
fpoken in more companies than one, very much to 
the praife of the honeit prieft. For I would have 
you kfiowt fir traveller, that in the(e fmall towns 
people intermeddle and grumble about every thing. 
And this you may take for certain, as I know it to be 
fo, that a clergyman muft be exceflively good indeed* 
if he ean oblige his flock to fpeak well of him, efpe- 
ciaUy in country villages.*' " You are certainly in 
i^e right, faid Don Quixote, and pray go on, for 
your ftory is very entertaining, and you, honeft Pe- 
dfo, relate it with a good gr^pe." ** May I never 

want 
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\irant God's grace, faid the {hepherd ; for that is tht 
main chance ; sikI you muft know, moreover, that 
though the uacle pfopofed to his niece, and defcf ib^ 
the food qualities oi each' in particular who afked her 
in marriage, defiring her to give her hand to fome one 
or other, and chufe-for herfclf j flic never would give 
him any other anCwer, but that flie did not chafe to 
marry, For flie was tbo yoting to bear the burden of 
matrimony. On acc^UTlt of thcfe exeufes, which 
feemed to have fome reafonin them, hfcr uncle fdr- 
bore to importune her, and waited till fhe (houldhave 
more years and difcernment to make choipe of her 
own company; for he faid, and to be fure it was well 
faid, that parents fhould never difpofe of their child* 
ren againft their own inclinations. But i>ehold, 
when we lead thought of it, the timotx)Us Marcella 
one day appeared in the habit of a (hepherdefs ; and 
without imparting her de(ign to her uncle, or any 
body in the village, for fear they might have difluaded 
her from it, (he took to the field with her own flock, 
in company of the other damfels of the villag-e. As 
fhe now appeared in public, and her beauty was ex- 
pofed to the eyes of every l>ody, you cannot oon- 
ceive what a number of rich youths^ gentleman, and 
farmers, immediately took the garb of Chryfoftom, 
and went wooing her through the fields. One of 
thefe fuitorS) as you have heard, was the deceafed, 
who, they fay, left off loving to adore her j and you 
muft not think, that becaufe Marcella took to this 
free and unconfined way of living, flie brought the 
leaft difparagement upon her ch^dity and good name | 
on the contrary, fueh is the vigilance with which flic 
guards her honour, that of all thofe who fervc and 
folicit her, not one has boafted, nor indeed can boaft 
with any truth, that (he has given him the fmalleft 
hope of aceomplifhing his defirc ; for though fhe 
neither flies, or avoids the company and converfa- 
tion of the fliepherdsi but treats them in a courteous 
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and friendly manner; whenever any one of. them 
conies to difclofe his intention^ let it be ever fo juft and 
lioly, even marriage ilfelf, (he throws him from her 
like a ftone from a fling, and being of this difpofition, 
does more damage in this country, than if a pefti* 
lence had feized it ; for her affability and beauty al- 
lures all the hearts of thofe that converfe with her to 
ferve and love her, but her coynefs and plain-dealing 
drives them even to the borders of defpair; there- 
fore they know not what to fay, but upbraid her 
with cruelty and ingratitude, and give her a great 
many fuch titks, as plainly (hew the nature of her 
difpofition : and if your worfhip was but to (lay here 
one day, you would hear thefe hills and dales refound 
with the lamentations of her rejeded followers. Not 
far from this place there is a tuft of about a dozen of 
tall beeches, upon every one of which you may read 
engraved the name of Mavcella, and over feme a 
crown cut out in the bark, as if her lover would 
have declared, that Marcella wears, and deferves to 
wear, the crown of.all earthly beauty. Here one (hep- 
herd Hghs, there anoti^r complains ; in one place you 
may hear amorous ditties ; in another the dirges of 
defpaif ; one lover fits mufing thro,ugh all the hours 
of the night, at the foot of {gnie tall afli, or rugge^ 
rock, and there, without haviv^g clofed his weeping' 
eyes, Chrunk up as it were, and entranced in his o\yn 
refledlions, he is found, by the riiin^ fun j a fecond, 
without giving refpite or truce to his fighs, expofed 
to the heat of the moft fultry fummer's fun, lies 
ftretched upon the burning fand, breathing his com- 
plaints to pitying heaven ; and oyer thi» and tliat, 
^nd thefe and thofe, the free, the unconcerned, 
the fair Marcella triumphs. We who are .acquainted 
with her difpofition, wait with impatience to fee the 
end of all this difdain, and long to know what hap- 
py man will tame fdch an unfociable humour, and 
ejijoy fuch exceeding beauty. As every thine that 
vol.. I. F I have 
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I have recounted is true to a tittle, I ihave no reafon 
to doubt the truth of* what our comrades faid con* 
cerning the caufe of Chryfollom's death; and there- 
fore, I advife you, fir, not to fail being to-morrow at 
his burial, which will be well worth feeing; for 
Chryfoftom had a great many friends, and the fpot in 
which he ordered himfelf to ht buried is not more 
ihsin half a league from hence-*' 

<< I will take care to be prefcnt, faid the knight, 
and thank you heartily for the pleafure you hayc 
given me in relating fuch an interefting ftory.'* 
^ Oh! as for that, cried the goatherd, 1 do not 
Itnow one half of what has happened to the lovers of 
Marcella ; but to-morrow, perhaps, we^ may light 
upon fome fhepherd on the road, who is better ac- 
quainted with them. In the mean time you will do 
well to go to fleep under fome cover, for the cold 
night-air may not agree with the hurt your jaws have 
received, though the remedy I have applied is fuch, 
that you have nothing elfe to fear."' 

Sancho Panza, who "sviihed the goatherd's loqua^ 
city at the devil, earneftly i«treated his mafter to go 
to fleep in Pedro*« hut. This requeft the knight com- 
plied with, and fpfnt the greateft part of the night 
in thinking of his lady Dulcinea, in imitation of 
Marcella's lovers ; while Sancho Panza, taking up 
his lodging betwixt Rozinante and his afs, flept 
foundly, not like a difcarded lover, but like one who: 
had been battered and bruifed the day bcfbrc* 

CHAP. V. 

The conclufion of the ftory of the (hepherdeft 
. Marcella, and other incidents. 

SCARCE had Aurora difclofed herfelf through' 
the balconies of the eail, when five of the fix 
goatherds arifing, went to waken Don Quixote, and 

told 
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^Id him, that if he continued in his refolution of 
going to fee the famous funeral of Chiyfoftomi thef 
^ould keep him company. The knight, who dedred 
nothing better, arofe, and commanded Sancho td 
faddle his horfe, and pannel his afs immediately; 
This order was executed with great difpatch, and 
they fet out without lofs of time. They had not tra- 
velled more than a quarter of a league, when, upoTi 
eroding a path, they faw coming lowards them iijtf 
fhepherds, clothed in jackets of black (heep /kin, 
arid crowned with garlands of cyprefs, and bitter* 
bay, each having a club of holly in his hand. Along* 
with them came alfo two gentlemen on faorfeback, 
very well equipped for travel, accompanied by three 
young men on fck)t. 

When they advanced they faluted one another, and 
underftandingi upon inquiry, that they were all bound 
to the place of interment, they joined company, and 
travelled together. One oi the horfemen faid to his 
companion, " Signor Vivaldo, we fliall not have rea- 
fon to grudge our tarrying to fee this famous fune- 
ral, which muft certainly be very extfaordinary, by 
the ilrange account we have received from thefe peow 
pie, of the dead flvepberd, and the murderous fliep- 
herdefs." " I am of the fan>e opinion, anfwered Vi- 
valdo, and would not only tai*ry one day, but even 
four or five, on purpofe to fee it." Don Quixote 
alking what theyiiad heard of Marcella and Cliry- 
foftom, the traveller replied j that, early in the morn- 
ing, they had met with thefe fhepherds, of whom 
enquiring. the caufe of their being clothed iil fuch 
melancholy weeds, they had been informed of the 
coyneCs and beauty of a certain fhepherdefs called 
Marcella, and the haplefs love of many wHo court- 
ed her, together with the death of that fame Chry- 
foftom to whofe funeral they were going. In fliort, 
he recounted every circumftance of what Pedro had 
told Don Quixote before. 

5 ^ S^XPiK Thi« 
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This converfation being ended) another b^an bj. 
Viyaldo's afking Don Quixote, why he travelled thus 
in armour in a peaceable country r To this queftion 
the knight replied, " the exercife of my profeflion 
"Will not permit or allow me to go in any odier man- 
ner Revels, feafting, and repofe were invented by 
cfFeminate courtiers ; but toil, anxiety, and arms are 
fkeculi^r to thofe whom the world calls knights-er- 
isant, of which order I, though unworthy, and the 
leaft, am one." He had no fooner pronounced thefe 
words, than all prefent took him for a madman : but, 
in order to confirm their opinion, and difcover what 
ipecies of madnefs it was, Vivaldo defired to kno3Kr 
what he meant by knights-erranc. " What ! faid Don 
Ouixote, have you never read the annals and hiftory 
cTEnghnd, which treat of the famous exploits of 
Arthur, who, at prefent, in our Caflilian language, is 
called King Artus, and of whom there is .an ancient 
tradition, generally believed all over Great-Britain, 
that he did not die, but was, by the art of inchant- 
ment, metamorphofed into a raven ; and that the 
time will cpme when he fhall return, and recover his 
iceptre and throne : for which reafon it cannot be 
proved, that from that period to this, any Englifh- 
man has killed a raven. In the reign of that excel- 
lent king was inflituted that famous order of chivalry, 
called the Knights of the Round-Table ; and thofe 
amours pun£tualiy happened, which are recounted 
of Don Lancelot of the Lake, with Queen Ginebra, 
by the help and mediation of that fage and venerable 
duenna Quttaniona, from whence that delightful bal- 
lad, {6 much fung in Spain, took its rife : 

For never fure was any knight < 
So fcrv'd by damfel, or by dame. 

As Lancelot, that man of might. 
When he at firft from Britain came. ' 

With. 
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With the reft of that moft relifhing and delicious ac*^ 
count of hid amourS) and valiant exploits.^ From 
that time the order of knight-errantry was extended;, 
as it were, from hand to hand, and fpread through dt-^ 
vers an(| fuhdry parts of the worlds producing, among 
many other worthies celebrated for their atchieve- 
ments, the valiant Amadis de Gaul, with all his fons- 
and nephews, even to the fifth generation ^ the cou- 
rageous Fleximarte of Hircania, the never-enough. 
to be commended Tirante the White, and he whom,, 
in this our age, we have as it were feen, heard, and 
donverfed. with, the invincible and valorous knightr 
Don Belianis of Greece. This^ gentlemen, is what 
I meant by knight-errant ; and luch as I have de- 
fcribed is the order of chivalry, which as I have al- 
ready told you, I, though ar (inner, have profefied, and 
the very fame which thofe knights I mentioned pror 
feiTed, I profefs alfo« On which account I am 
ibund in thefe deferts and folitudes, in queft of adven«- 
tures, fully determined to lift my arm, and expofe 
my perfon to the greateft danger that my deilinj^ 
fliall decree, in behalf of the needy and oppreiled." 

By this declaration, the travellers were convinced) 
that the knight liad loft his wits, and eafily pefceivett 
the fpecies of folly which had taken pofleflion of hU- 
brain, and which ftruck them with the fame furprifc 
that always feized thofe- who became acquainted with, 
our knight. Vivaldo, who was a perfon of difcretion; 
and a great deal of archnefs, in order to travel agree- 
ably the reft of the road which they had to go till 
dtey fiiould come to the place of intierment, wanted 
to give him an opportunity of proceeding in hia^ 
extravagance, and in that view, faid to him: " Sic 
knight-errant, niethinks your worfhip profeffes one 
of the ftrideft orders, upon earth, nay, I will affirms 
mQ|£ ftri£b than that of the Carthuiian friars/' 

** Thfe ocdec of the Carthufians, anfwered Don: 
Quixote, may. be a^-Aiiii^.but,. that it is as beneiiciat 

Fi to. 
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to mankind, I am within a }uiirs1)if^a4tli of-doubt'- 
ing; for to be plain with you, thefoldiet wh^ exe- 
cutes his captain's conunands, is no lefs valuable than 
the captain who gave the orde|» : I mean> that the 
moliks pray to God fbrf heir fdlow-creatiures in peace 
and ftfcty ; but we foldiers and knights put in execu- 
tion that /or which they- pray, by the valour of our 
arms, and the edge of our fwords : living Qn4er aa 
pther cover than the cope of heaven^ fet'up in a man- 
ner as marks for the intc^lerable heat of th^ fun in 
fummer, and the chilling breath of frpfty winter : we 
are therefore God's minifter^, and the arms 1^ which 
he executes his juftice upon earth ! and as the eir- 
cumflances of war, and what has the leail affinity and 
concern with it, cannot be niccomplifhed without 
fweat, anxiety, and fatigue ; it follows, that thofe who 
profefs it, are doubtlefs more fubjeil to toil, than thofe 
who, in reft andfecurity, implore the favour of God 
for pcffons who can do nothing for themfelves r not, 
that I would be thought to fay, or imagine, the con- 
dition of a knight-errant is equal to that of » rccluff 
monk : I Would only infer from what we fuffer, that 
it is without doubt rnore troublefome, more battered,, 
imore fatfmned, more miferable, ragged and touij j 
for the knights-errant of paft times certainly under- 
went numberlefs misfortunes in the courfc of their 
lives : and if fome of them came to be emperors by 
the valour of their arms, confidering the blood ani 
fweat it coft them 5 in faith it was* a dear purchase ;. 
and if thofe who attained fucha fupreme ftation,. 
had been without th^ir Xage enchanters to affift thcm,^ 
they might have been defrauded by th^ir defires, and 
gricvoufly baulked of their eyp'eSations," 
• ** f am very much of your opinibn, anfwcrcd the 
travelljer; but there is one thing among you kn^hts* 
errant that I cannot approve oi, and that is, when 
any great and dangerous adventure occurs,' in which 
-fixa run a manifeit ri& of lafingybur lives, in the in-% 

ftaot 
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ftint of an engagement, yoo never think of rccom- 
ciehding your fouls to God, as eveijv' chwflian ought 
to do on fuch occaGons; butj on the contrary, put 
up your petitions to your rftiftrefles, with .as piuch 
fervour and devotion as if they were joujr deities ; a 
circumftance which, in my opinion, (meUs itrong of 
pagani&n." " Sir, replied Don Quixote, that prac* 
tice muft in no degree be altered; and w:oe be to that 
Jcnight-errant-who fhould do otherwife ; for, accord- 
ing to the practice and cuftom of chivalry^ every 
knight, when he is upon the point of atclileviitg 
fome great feat, muft call up the idea of his miftrefs, 
and turning his eyes upon her with all thegentlenefs 
of love, implore, as.it were, by his look^^ her favour 
and protcifllon in the doubtful dilenima iui' wjfuch Ive 
is j»boutto involve himfelf : nay, even tlipugh nobody 
(hould hear hioi, he is oWieed to mutter between liU 
teeth ^n ejaculation, by which he heartily and con- 
fidently recommends himfelf to her good wifhe*: 
Itnd of this prai£lice we have innumerable example^ 
in hiftory : but I would not have you think, that 
we tre to forbear reco!nniei»d*!i«; onrfclve* to God 
allb ; there will |)e time and opportunity enough for 
■tiwi daty» iirtfae ctmrfe of 'ai£tio«i" 

" But, nererthdefs, faid the traveller, I have iliU 
one fcrupie remainingj which is, that I have oftea 
read of a difpute betvveen two knights, wtiich pro- 
eeeding to rage,^ from one word to another, they h^ve 
turned about their fteeds, to gain ground for a good 
career ; and then, without any more ceremony, re* 
'turned to the encounter' at full gallop, recommend-<> 
ing themfelyes to their miftreifes by the way; and 
the common ifiueof fiich an engagement is, that one 
of them is thrown down by his horfe's crupper, fluck - 
through and through with his adverfary's lance, while 
the o&er, with diiieulty, avoids a fall bj; laying hold of 
his horfe's mane: now, I cannot comprehend how 
tbe d^Klmaa could have time to recommend himfelf 
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to God, in the courfe of fo fudden an attack ; furely^ 
it woukl have been better for his foul, if, inftead of 
the words he littered in his careeri he had put up a 
petition to heaven^ according to the duty and obli- 
gation of every Chriilian ; elpeeially, as I take it for 
granted that every knight-errant has not a miftrefs ; 
for, all of them cannot be in love." **^ That's im*- 
poflible, aufwered Don Quixote. I affirm, that there 
never could be a knight-errant without a miftrefs ^ 
for to be in love is as natural and peculiar to them, 
as the ftars are to the heavens. I am very certain 
that you never read an hiftory that gives an. account 
of a knight-errant without an amotir s for he that has 
never been in love, would not be held as a legitimate 
member, but fome adulterate brood, who had got 
into the fortrefs of chivalry, not through the gate, but 
over the walls, like a thief in the night.'' 

*' Yet, notwithftanding, faid the traveller, I hav^ 
read that Don Galaor, brother of the valiant Amadis 
de Gaul, never had any known miftrefs to whom he 
could recommend himfelf, and he was not diire- 
garded, but looked upon as a very vsdiant and famous 
knight." " Signor, anfwered our hera Don Qjiix^ 
ote, one fwallow makes not a ^mmcr : hcfide^, ta 
my certain knowledge, that' knight was privately 
irery much in Jove ; indeed he made 'love to every 
handfome woman who came in his way j for that 
was his natural difpofition, which he by no mieans 
could refift : in fhort, it is very well attefted, that he 
had one miftrefs, whom he enthroned, as^ fovereign 
of his heart, and to whom he recommended himfelf 
with great caution and privacy, becaufe he piqued 
himfelf upon bdng a fecrct knight." 

** Since then it is efiendal to every knight to be in 
love, we may conclude that your worflbip, being of 
that profeffiori, is no iirafiger to that paiKon : and 
if you do not value yourfelf upon being as fecret a 
knight as Don Galaor, I eamdlly entreat you, in 
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%ehalf of myfelf and the teft of the coippany,; to tell, 
tis the name, cauntry, . (tation,. an^ qualitiefr of your 
miftrefs, who muft think herfelf extremely happy/ 
in refle^Hng that all the. world lgiow8|. how mucit 
flie is beloved and adored by fo valiant a knight aft> 
your worihip appears to be." 

Here Don Quixote uttered a grievous ffgji, fay- 
ing : ** I am not pofitively certain, whether or not 
diat beauteous enemy of- mine takes pleafure in. tile 
world's knowing I am her flave ; this only I can fay^ 
in anfwer to the queftion you alked with fo much, 
civility,, tliat her name is Dulcinea^ her nativexoufb- 
try a certain part of La Mancha called Tobofo;.' her* 
ftation muA at leail be that of a princef&,..rince tti& 
js <]ueei> and lady o£ my (bul ;, her beauty fupernsw- 
tural, in chut it juilifies all thofe impoflible and chi«-> 
merical attributes of excellence, which tlie^ poet^ 
•bcftow upon their nymphs ;, her hair is;of gold,, her 
forehead the £lyfian fields, her eyebrows heavenlfr 
arches, her eyes themfeLves funs, her cheeks roCes^ 
her lips- of coral,, her teedv of pearl,* her neckala^ 
bailer, her breaft marble, her hands ivory, her £kitii 
whiter than fnOw, and thofe part» whtcn decency 
conceds fronv human* view are fuch^ according to* 
my belief and apprehenfion, as difcretion ought ta> 
ihhance above all comparifon.^"' 

•* I wiih we knew her lineage, race and family,*" 
seplied Vivaldb. To thiis hint the knight anfwered^ 
•* She is not defcended of the antient Caii,, Curtif, 
and Scijpios of Rome, nOr of the modem Colon as and 
Orfini,. nor of the Moncad'as and Requefenes o£ Ca- 
talonia^ muclilefs of the Rebellas and; Villanavas of 
Valencia;, or the Palafaxes^) Newcas,, Rocabertis^, 
Corellas,, Lunas,, Alagpnes, Urreas, Fozes and Gur* 
teas o£ Arragonr,. or the: Cerdas^ Manriquez^ Men»> 
dozas and Gufmansof Caftilej,or die Alencaflros, Pal^ 
las and Menefis of j^^ortugal "« but fiieiprung from tlie: 
family o£ Xoboib de la. Afancha }. a. lineage. wliicH^ 
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-though modern^ ma^ gire a noble rife to tfa^ moft 
tUuftrioBs families of future ages; and let no man 
contradict what I fay> except upon the cbnditicms 
^exprefled in that iiifcriptlon i^aced by* Cerbino under 
^^^ trophy of Orlando's arms ! 

That loi^ht alone thefe arms fliall move. 
What dares Orlando's prowefe prove */' 

** Although I rayfelf am defcended from the f Cacia^ 
^inea of Loredo, faid the traveller, I won't prefume 
Co compare with that of Tobolb de la Maacha f though 
-to be plain witli you, I never before heard of any 
iuch generation.*' " How,, not heard I" replied Don 
'Quixote. The reft of th« company jogged on, Uften-^ 
•ing with great attention to diis difcourfe^ and all of 



' * Whena knight cfiallenged t!ie whofe^ worU, be wore as emprixcy, 
"confining of a gold chains or feme other badge oflove and chivalrf f 
jmd fometime< this emprise was fixed in a public plaee; to attrad 
•the attention of Grangers. When any peribn accepted the challenge 
for a trial of chlvalryi called the combat of courtefyy he touched thi» 
cmpfize ; but, if h^ tore it away, it was confidered as a refolution to> 
>£gbt the owner to extremity or eutrance. The combat of courteiy' 
is ftiU pradiied by. our prize-fighters and boxers, who ihakc handj^ 
before ihe engagement, in token of love. 

But no defiance of thlJB kind could be either pubUflied or acrepted 
without the pemuQion of the prince at whole cqurt the combatant^ 
chanced to be. Accordingly we are told by Oliver de la Marche,thajt 
she lord of Temant having publifhed a defiance at the court of Bur& 
jrundy, in the year 1445} Galiot aiked the dukc*s permiflion to touch 
the challenger's emprize; which being granted, he advanced and 
touched it, faying to the bearer, while he bowed very low, *< Noble 
knight, i touch your emprize ; and, with God's permiflion, vtrill do- 
my utmoft to fulfil your defire either on horfeback or on foot.** The 
lord of Temant humbly thanked him for.hi»condefcenfion, faid he 
was extremely welcome, and promifed to fend him thatfame day a 
cartel,, mendoningthe arms they ihould ufe; 

f Cachoj^iKS is the name given to the Eun^cans bythe.Indkni 

them^ 
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Mieniy even the very goather4s,: by this lime wetc 
convinced, that our knight's judgment was grievoullf 
.impaired. Sancho alone believedv that every thing 
his mafter faid was true ; becaufe he knew his fami- 
ly, and }iad been acquainted with himfelf from 
.liis cradle. The only doubt that he entertained 
was of this f;^me beautiful Dulcinea del Tobofo s 
for never had fuch a name or fuch a princefs come 
.within thefphere of his obfeivation,^ although he lived- 
in the neighbourhood of that place. 

While they travelled along,, converfing in tliia- 
xnartner, they perceived about twenty (hepherds de- 
fcend through a cleft made by two high mountains^ 
They were all cfid in jackets of black fheep-fkih, anrf 
.each of them crowned -with a garland,, which was 
.compofed, . as we afterwards learned, partly of cy- 
^prefs, and partly of yew : fix of -the foremoit carried 
.a bier ; upon which they had ftrewed a variety of 
branches and flowers* And this was no fooner per* 
ceived by one of the goatherds, than ' he faidy 
** Thefe are the people who carry the corpfe of Chry- 
.fodom, and the foot of that mountain is the place 
.where he ordered himfelf to be interred r" 

Upon this information they nsade hafte, and came 
up jud: at the time that the bearers, having laiddown^ 
the body, began to dig die grave with (sick-axes oh> 
•one fide of a flinty rock. They received our travel- 
lers with great courtefy \ and Don Quixote, with his 
company, went towards the bier to look at the dead 
.body, which was covered witli flowers, clad in ihep- 
. herd's weeds, and feemingly thirty years old^ Not* 
withdanding he was dead, they could plainly per- 
ceive that he had been a inan of an engaging afpedt, 
and genteel (laturej and could not help wondering 
at the fight of a great many papers both fcaledaud 
loofe, that lay round him in the coflin. 

While the new-comers were obferving this phaeno- 
menon^ and the ihepherds bufied in digging a grave. 

F 6 a woo* 



io8 The ATCHIEVEM«NYg of ^ 

a wofiderful and univerfal filence prevailed, fill fuch 
time as one of the bearers faid to another : << G>nS- 
det, Ambrofio, if this be the very fpot which Chry*- 
foflom mentioned, that his laft will may be punAu^*- 
ly fulfilled/* " This, anfwered Ambrono," is Arvery 
place' in which my unhappy friend has often recount- 
ed to me the ftory of his misfortunes. Here it was, 
fae firft beheld that mortal enemy of human race ; 
here alfo did he firft declare his amorous and honour- 
able intention ; and here, at laft, did Marcella (igni- 
fy her dif^uft and difdain; which put an end to the' 
tragedy of his wretched life ; and in this place, as k 
monument of his mifhap, did he defire to bt dep07 
fited in the bowels of eternal oUivion*" 

Then addreiTing himfclf to Don Quixote, and thfe 
travellers, he thus proceeded : " This corfe, gentler- 
men, which you behold with compaflionate eyes, was 
theliabitation of a fou], which poiYefled an infinite 
fliare of the riches of heaven : this is the body of 
ChryfoftiSm, who was a man of unparalleled genius, 
the pink of courtefy and kindnefs i in friendfiiip, a 
very |^oemx, liberal without bounds, grave without 
arrog^c«, g:^y without meannefs ; and, in (hort, fe- 
cond to iionein every thing that was good, andwith- 
c»ut fecodd in all that was unfortunate* He loved, and 
was abhorred ; be adored, and was difdatned*, he inr- 
plored a favage > he impo:i;tuned a ftatue ^ he hunted 
the wind ^ cried aloud to the defert ; he was a flave 
to the moft ungrateful of women ; and the fruk df 
his fervitude was death, which overtook him in the- 
middle of his Career : in ifaort, he perifhed by the 
cruelty of a fiiepherdefs^ whom he has eternized iiir 
the memory of all the vpeople in this country ; a» 
thefe pfiq>ers^ whidi yeu gaze at, would (hew, if he^ 
had not ordered me to commit them to the flames, 
as foon as his body ihall be depofitedin the earth.V 

** You will ufe them then with more cruelty and. 

vepixvf faicl Vivaldoj^ than that of the author hint- 

- . - icl£;; 



D ON Q^U I X O T E. ■ lO^ 

« 

felf : feeing it is nckiicr jtrfr nor convenient to fulfil 
the wili^ ef any man^ provided it be unreafonable* 
Auguftus Caefar would have been in the wrong, had 
he confented to the execution of what the divine 
Mantuan ordered on his death- bed. Wherefore, fignor 
Ambrofio, while you commit the body of your friend 
to the earth, you ouglift not likewife to confignhb 
w^ritings to oblivion; nor perform indifcretely what 
h^ tn his afRi£lion ordained : on the contrary^ by 
j>ubU(hing thefe papers, you ought to immortalize 
the cruelty of Marcella, that it may ferve as an ex- 
ample in time to come, and warn young men to fhua 
and avoid fuch dangerous precipices : for I, and the 
reft of this company, already know die hiftory of 
that enamoured and unhappy friend, the nature of 
your friendfhip, the occadon of his death, together 
with the orders that he left upon his death-bed: 
from which lamentable ftory, it is eafy to conclude,, 
how exceflive muft.have been the cruelty of Marcella,, 
the love of Chryfoftom, the faith of your friendfiiip,^^ 
and the check which thofe receive, wtio precipitately 
run through the path exhibited to themhy idle and mil-^ 
chievous love. Laft night, we underftood. the death 
of Chryfoftom, who, we are informed, was tO' ht 
buried m this place ; and therefore, out of curiodty/ 
and concern, have turned out of our way, refolving^^ 
to come, and fee with our eyes what had affe£ted us« 
fo much in the hearing ;- and in return for th,at con- 
cern, and the defire we felt in remedying it,, if it hadi 
been in our power,* we intreat the^j O-difcreet Ambro— 
fio ! at leaft, for my own part, I begof thee^ not to burn 
thefe papers, but allow me to prefervie fomc of them.**' 
Accordingly, without ftaying for an* anfwe;*,, he 
reached outnis hand, and took fome of thofe that were 
neareft him: which Ambrbfib perceivings, faidj^ "Out 
of civility, Hgnor,,! will confent* to yom'> keeping; what 
you have taken up; but -to think that Twill feil to 
hurn the icft^ is a vain fuppofition,?*' Vivaldb- being 

defirous. 
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4efirous. of feeing the contents^ :iamiediatelyopene«f 

one,.intitled> A fong of defpair : which Ambroiia 

hearing, faid, ". That is the laft potim my unhappy 

iiriend compofed ;• and that you may fee,, fignor, to 

.uvrhat a paCs his misfortunes had reduced mm, read 

it aloud, and youll have time enough to finiih it 

.before the grave be made!" "..That I will do with 

all my heart," jEaid Vivaldo, and every :body prefent 

; being feized with the fame defire, they flood around 

.him in a circle^ and he read what follows^ with ax2, 

audible voice. 

A SONG of Defpair. 

L 

CINCE then, thy pleafure, cruel maid f 
^ Is, that thy rigour and difdain 
Should be from. clime to dime conveyed ;. 

All hell (hall aid me to complain ! 
The torments of my heart to tell. 

And thy atchievements to recordy 
My voice (hall raife a dreadful yell, 

My bowels burft at ev'ry word : 
Then liften to the baleful found 

That iffues from my throbbing breaffi. 
Thy pride, perhaps, it may confound, 
- • And yield my madd'hing foul fome reft. 

n. 

Let the fnakc*s hife and wolPs dire ho wl^ 
The bull's harfh note, the lyon's roar. 
The boding, crow and. fcreeching owl. 
The tempeft rattling on the fliore, 
' The'monfter's fcream, the turtle's moa%. 

The ihrielcs of the infernal- crew, 
{ Be mingled with my dying groan, 
A concert terrible and new ! 
The hearer's fenfes to appal. 

And reafon from her throne depofe ; 
Such melody will fiiit the gall 
That from my burning liver flows f 

HL Old 
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Old Tagus with hji yellow hair, 

And Betis with her oHve wreath|k 
Shall never echo fueh delpair. 

Or lideii to fuch notes of deaths 
As here Til utter and repeat, 

From hill to date, from rock to cave,.. 
In wilds ontrod by human feet. 

In dungeons dreary as the grave. 
The beafts of prey that fcour the plain. 

Shall thy morefavagc nature know. 
The fpacious earth refound my ftrain ;. 

Such is the privilege of woe I 

IV. 
Difdain is death, and doubt overturns 

The patience of the firmeft mind \ 
.But jealoufyftill fiercer burns,. 

Like all the flames of hell combin'd \ 
The horrors of that curfed fknd> 

In abfence to diftrslfiion rage, 
vAnd all the fuccour hope can lend. 

The direful pangs will not aiTuage* 
Such agonies will furely kill ; 

Tet fpite of abfence, doubts and fcorn, 
I live a miracle, and ftill 

Thofe deadly flames within me burn \ 

V. 
Hope^s ffiadow ne'er refrefli'drntyi view, 

Defpair attends with wakeful ftrife \ 
The firft let happier fwains purfue. 

The laft my confort is for life. 
Can hope and fear at once prevail, - 

When fear or certainty is fed ? 
To fliut mine^eyes will not avail. 

When thunder burfts around my. head. 
When cold difdain in native dye 

Appears, and faUhood's cunning lore 
Perverts the tale of truth, fliall I 

Againft dcfpondeocellHit the door \ 

VI. O 
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VI. 

jealoufy f love's tyrant lard. 

And thou foul chilling^ diire di&iaia I 
Xead inr Ae dagger and the cord, 
To ftab remembrance,, ftrangle psin^ 

1 die bereft of hope in death, 

Yet ftiH tbofe are the freeft fbtds, 
(I'll vouch it with my lafieft breath) 

Wheiw lov^^g i M 'tyi anaiy comrouk.^ 
My fatal enemy rs fair. 

In body and in mind, ril fay. 
And I have earned the 'woes I bear : v" 

Bv rigour love maintains the fway^ 

vii. 

With this opinion let me fall: 

A prey to unrelenting fcorn ;■ 
No fun'ral pomp QiaJL grace my pallia 

No laurel- my pale corfe adom«^ 
O thou ! whofe cruelty and hate 

TEe tortures^of my breait poodain^ 
Behold how willingly to fate 

I offer thi« devoted frame; 
If thouy when I am pail all pain,. 

Should 'il think my fall deferves a: tear^ 
Let not one fiiigle drop dizain 

Thofe eyes^ fo killing and fo clear.- 

VIII. 
No r rather let: tfiy mirth dirplav 

The joys that in thy bofom now;- 
Ah ! need I bid that heart be gay 

Which always triumphed in mvMfoCi. 
Come then for everbarr'd^^of blife. 

Ye, who with ceafelefs rorment dwellj, 
And agonifing,. howl,, and hifs 

In the profoundeft fhades of hell ; 
Come, Tantalus, witK raging thirft,. 

Bring, Syfiphus, thy rolling ftonej, 
Come Titius, with thy vulture curft^ ^ 

Hoc Leave' Ixion racked alone.- 

ISLTht: 
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The tolling fifters too fhall join^ 

And my fad, folemn dirge re^eat^ 
When to the grivc my friends coniign 

Thefe Hmbs deny'd a winding-fiieet } 
Fiercd Cei1>eru^ fhall clank his chain^ 

In chorus with chimaeras dire : 
What other pomp, what other ftrain 

Should he who dies of love require f 
Be hufh'd my fong, complain no more 

Of her whofe pkafure gave thee birth ; 
But let the fortows I deplore 

Sleep with me in the filent earth. 

This ditty of Chryfoftom was approved by all the 
hearers ; but he who read it obferved, that it did not 
feem to agree with the report he had heard of Mar^ 
cella's virtue and icircumipedion ; inafihuch as the 
author complained of jeaioufy, abfence and fufpi-* 
cion, which tended to the prejudice of her morals 
and reputation. To this oMcfHon Ambrofio, as one 
that wa^ acquainted with the molt fecrct fentiment* 
of his friend, anfwered, ** Signor, for your fatisfac- 
tion in this pointy it is neceflary you. ilB»lftkaio.w^ 
that the forlorn ihepherd comptned this (ong in t6^ 
abfence of Marcella, from whofe prefence he had 
gone into voluntary exile, in order to try if he could 
reap the ufual fruits of abfence^ and forget the caufe 
^f his defpair ; and as one in that fituation is apt to 
be fretted by every circumftance, and invaded, bj;^ 
every apprehenfion, poor Chryfoftom was Innmified 
by groundlefs jealoufy anki'imaginary fears, which 
tormented him as m^ch as if they had been real ; for 
which reafofl, this circumftance ought not to inva- 
lidate the fame of Marcella's virtue, againft which, 
exclufive of her cruelty, arrogance, and difdain, envy 
icfelf hath not been able to lay the leaft imputation^', 

** That 
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** That may be very true/' replied Vivaldo, who 
being about to read another of the papfbts he had 
favedfrorri the^atnes, was diverted fronr-his purpofe 
by a woTiderful'vifiori, for fuch it feemed> that all of 
a fudden prefcnteditfelf to* their eyes.. This was no 
other than tbe {hepherde& Marcelki» who appeared 
upon the top of the rock, juft above the grave they 
were digging,, id beautiful that £he furpafled ;dl 're- 
port. 1 nole wha had never feen her before, gazed 
with filent admiration ; nor wejre the r^ft, who bad 
been accuilbmed to. fee her, lefs ailoniflsed at her ap- 
pearance. But no foooer did Ambrofio- perceive her,, 
than with indignation in his looks, he cri^dr 

•* Cbmcft thou hither, fierce bafiliflcof thefe moun- 
tains ! to ice if the wounds of t&is unhappy youth 
Ixrhom thy cruelty hath 'ilain, will bleed at thy »p^ 
proach f or art thou come to rejoice iu ike cvploitt 
ef thy barbaadty^ and finom the top of that inoun^ 
tain behold, fike andther Nev9, idie flames which 
thy impiety hath kindled? or inhumanly totfao^plc 
ugoi^ this unfortunate corfe^ as the unnatiiral daugh- 
ter infulted the* dead body of hfct falicr Tafquin f 
Tell us at once the caufe of thy approach, and deigA 
t&-f}gf)ify'tiiy pleafttre, ihat.I who know how .de^ 
,^f.j rr-iji^tly Chrylottom obeyed thee^ when aHvie, may^ 
^ow that he is dead/ dipofe his fxienda to yield the 
farqe obedience.'* 

' •*! come not, anfwered Marcella, for any of the 
purpbfes you have mentioned, Ambrofio i but rather 

Cirfonally to demonftrate how unreafonably people 
ame mefot'thl^r own af9i6tion, as well as for the 
death and fufFerifigs df Chiryfoftom. I beg, therefore^ 
that all prefent will give me the hearing, as it will be 
unneeeflary to fpend much time, or wafie many 
words, to convince thofe chat are unprejudiced, of the 
truth; *f Heaven, you fay, hath given me beauty^ 
. iiiryy fuch^ (tmc of it^ .^% compels you to love me, in 

fpite 
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jpitt of your refolutions to theconttary '^.froift'whcnce 
you draw this inference^ and infiil upcugi it> ^at it U 
my duty to return ygur paffion. By the help of thg| 
fmall capacity which nature has beftowed upon me, 
I know that which is beautiful is loyely ^ but I can: 
by no means conceive, why the objeft wbk^ is be- 
loved for being'beiautiful, is bound to be enanidured . 
of its admirer : more efpecially, as it may happen 
that this i^me admirer is an obje£b of difgufl and ab- 
horrence.; in which cafe, would it be reafonaUe ia 
him to fay, **I love thee becaufe thou art beautiful) 
and thou muft favour my paflioni although I am de* 
formed ?" But granting the beauty equal on boAh 
fidesj it does not follow that the defires ought to be 
mutual ; for all forts of beauty do not equally affe^ 
the {pe£tator ; fome, for example, delighting the eye 
only, without captivating the heart. And well it is 
fox mankind, that things are thus difpoiSsd ; odiofwifc 
there would be a ftrange perplcrity and confunon of 
deiires, without power of dH^inguifhing and ehufic^ 
particular objefts ; for bes»ty being infiiritely diver fir 
fied, the inclination would be infinitely divided : and 
I have heard, that true love mtift be undivided and 
HiiconJTrained :4f thia be the cafe, as I believe it is, 
why ihould I conftrain my inclination,: when I am 
under ho other, obligation fo to do, but yotir faying 
that you are in love with me ? Otherwise » tell 'Bae, if 
heaven that made JimeihanBibme; hsld created me a 
xnonijier df defei^ity, {hould I have had caufe to 
complain of you for not loving me ? Befides^ you are 
to confider, that I did not chufe the beauty I pof* 
j&fs ; fuch as it is, God was pleafed,- p£ hiS'Ot^li free 
will and favour, to beftovr it upoii me, without any 
fblicitation 6ii my part. Therefore, as the viper de- 
ferves no blame lor ks fting^ although it be mortal^ 
hecauCe it is the gift of nature ; neither oudit I to 
be reviled' for being beautiful; for beauty m avir-i 
t{}0us MTOtesm is Vkt ^ diilant fiamis 4md a (harp 

7 iword 
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fword afar off, which prove fatal to none but thpdi 
who approach too near them. Honour and virtue 
sire the omaihents of the foul ; without whicH the 
body> though never fo handfome, ought to fecm 
ugly: if chaftity then be one of the virtues which 
chiefly adorns^ and beautifies both body and foul, why 
ftould (he that is beloved, lofe that Jewel for which 
Ihe is chiefly beloved, merely to fatisfy the appetite of 
one who, for his own felfiih enjoyment, employs his 
whole care and induftry to deilroy it ; I was born 
f nee, and to enjoy that freedcmi, have I chofen the 
folhude of thefe hdds. The trees on thefe moun- 
tains are my companions ; and I have no other inir- 
four than the limpid ftreams of thefe chryftal broolts. 
With the trees and the dreams I fhare my contempla- 
tion and my be&utv; I am a diftant name and a 
fword afar off: thoie whom my eyes have captivated 
tny- tongue has undeceived ; and it hope be the food 
of defire, as I gave none to Chryfodom or to any. 
other perfon, & neither can his death, |ior that of 
any other of my admirer«j be juftly imputed to iny 
cruelty, httt rather, to their own obftinate defpair. 
To thofe who obferredial his. intentions where ho- 
xiourable ; and that therefore I wariidiisd. tOTompfy 
with them, I anfwer, /\n^hen he declared the honcAj^ 
of his defigns, in that very fpot whiere now his grave 
irdi^^gft.1. told, him, my purpofe was to live in per- 
petual foiitude, and l^wB^eafl^alofie; enjoy the fruits 
of my retirement, and the fpoils of' my^heaulj^; 
wherefore, if he, notwithilanding thisf my exptaha-i^ 
tton, perfevered without hope, and failed againft the 
wind >; ii^i&^to wonder that he i^as overwhelmed in 
the gulph of his raOmefis Mad. I cajoled him, I 
(bould have been perfiduous *, had I gratified bi&,inf 
clination, I (boidd have a£ted contrary to my own^ 
readon' and. refolution. But hecaufe he jyerfifted after 
I had explained ntyfelf, and defpaired before he had 
caufetQ think I obhorred him, I leave^jou to judgc^ 

2 whether 
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whether or not k be reafonable to lay his misfortune 
^t my door ? Let him whom I have deceived com- 
plain, and let him defpair to whom I have broke my 
promife: if I call upon any man,, he may depend 
upon me ; if I admit of his addrefTes, he may .rejoice 
in his fuccefs: but why (hould I be (liled a barba- 
rous homicide by him whom I never fpothed, deceiv- 
ed, called or admitted ? Hitherto heaven has not 
thought fit that I ihould )ove by deftiny ; and the 
world muft excufe me from loving by eleftion. Let 
this general declaration ferve as an anfwer to all thofe 
who folicit me in particular, and henceforward give 
them to underftand, tliat whofoever dies for me, pe- 
riihes not by jealoufy or difdain, foi^ (he who never 
gave her love, can never give juil caufe of jealoufy ; 
neither ought her plain-dealing to be interpreted into 
difdain. Let him who terms me a fierce bafilifk, (hun 
me as an evil being ; ic any man thinks me ungrateful, 
let him refufe his fervices when I afk them. If I 
have difowned any one, let him renounce me in his 
turn ; and let him who has found me cruel, abandon 
me in my diftrefs : this fierce bafiliik, this ungrate- 
ful, cruel) fupercilious wretch) will neither feek, 
ferve, own, nor follow you in any (hape whatever. 
If Chryfoftpm periflied by the impatience of his own 
extravagant defire, why (hould my innocent referve 
be inveighed againft ? If I have preicrved my virginity 
in thefe defarts, why ihould he that loves me, wi(h to 
fee me lofe it among mankind J I have riches of my 
own, a» you all know, and covet no man's wealth : I 
am free, and will not be fubje£ted : I neither love nor 
hate any man : I do not cajole this one, nor teize 
that, nor do I joke with one, or difcourfe with ano- 
ther ; but amufe myfelf with the care of my goats, 
and the innocent converfation of the fhepherdefles 
belonging to the neighbouring villages. My defires 
are bounded by. thefe mountains ^ or, if my medita- 
tioia furpjfles thefe boundS| it is only to contemplate 

the 
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the beauty of the heareiw, thbfe fteps by tt^hich th€ 
foul afcends to its original manfidn/* So faying^ ^ 
without waititig for any reply, (he turned her back, 
and vaniihed into a thicket on a neighbouring 
mountain, leaving all that were prefcnt equally fur- 
prifed with her beauty and dtfcretion. 

Some of the bye-ftanders being wounded "by the 
flowerful (hafts that were darted from her fair eyes, 
manifefted an inclination to follow her, without avail- 
ing thcmfelves of the ingenuous declaration fhey had 
heard ; which being perceived by Don Quixote, who 
thought this a proper occafion for fexercifing his chi* 
valry in defence of diftrefled damfels ; he laid his 
hand upon the hilt of the fword, and in a lofty and 
audible voice, pronounced, " Let no perfon, oF what- 
foever rank or degree, prefume to follow the beautiful 
Matcella, on pain of incurring my moft furious in- 
dignation. >She has demonftrated, by clear and un- 
deniable arguments, how little, if at all, fhc is to be 
blamed for the death of Chryfoftom •, and how averfc 
fhe is to comply with the defires of any of her ad- 
mirers ; for which teafon, inftead of being purfued 
and perfecutedyfhe ought to be honoured and e.fteem- 
cd by all virtuous men, as the only perfon in the uni- 
verfe who lives in fuch a chaftc and laudable inten- 
tion." Whether it was owing to thcfe menaces of 
the knight or to the advice of Ambrofe, who de fired 
them to perform the laft office to their deceafed friend, 
hot! one of the fhepherds attempted to ftir from the 
fpot, until the grave being fintlhed, and the papers 
burnt, the body of poor Chryfoftom was interred 
not without abundance of tears fhed by his furviv- 
ing companions. 7*he-grave wa» fecured by a, large 
fragment of the rock which they rolled upon it, till 
fuch time as a tomb-ftone could be made, under 
the direflion of Ambrofe, who was refolved to have 
the following epitaph engraved upon it : 

• Th«* 
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TTic body of a wretched fwain, 
Kill'd by a cruel maid's difdaini 

In this cold bed negle£ked lies. 
He liv'd, fond haplefs youth ! to prove, 
Th' inhuman tyranny of kive. 

Exerted in MarceUa's eyes. 

Having ft re wed the.place with a profufion of flow^ 
crs and branches, every body preferit condoled, and 
took leave of the afflifted executor ; and Don Qaiix- 
ote bade farewell to his kind landlords as well as to 
the travellers, who would have perfuaded him to ac- 
company them to Seville, which, they faid, was a 
city fo well adapted for adventures, tliat they occur- 
red in every ftreet, nay, at the corner of every blind 
alley. Our hero thanked them moft courteouily for 
their advice, and the inclination they exprefled to 
give him pleafure 5 but aflured them he neither could 
nor would fet out for Seville, until he fhould have 
cleared thefe dcfarts of the robbers and banditti, of- 
v^hom they were reported to be full. 

The travellers feeing him thus laudably determin- 
ed, importuned him no further, but,' taking leave of 
him anew, purfued their journey, during which^ 
they did not fail to difcufs the ftory of Marcella and 
Chryfoftom as well as the'madnefs of Don -Quixote, 
who, on his part, refolved to go in queft of the fhep- 
heixlefs, and offer her all the fervice in his power : 
but this fcheme did nqt turn out according to his^ 
expeSation, as will be related in the courfe of thi^ 
faithful hiftory, the fecond book pf which is herc^ 
concluded. 
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CHAP. I. 



Wherein is recounted the unlucky adventure' which 
happened to Don Quixote, in meeting with cer- 
tain unmerciful Tanguefians. 

THE fage Cid Hamet Benengeli relates, that 
Don Quixote, having bid adieu to his en- 
tertainers, and to all who %/ere prefent at the fune- 
ral of the ihepherd Chryfoftom, entered, with his 
fquire, the fame wood to which »Marcella had re- 
treated ; where, when they had wandered about up- , 
wards of two hours, without feeing her, they chanced i 
to . nnd themfelves in a delightful fpot, overgrown I 
with verdant grafs, and watered by a cool and plea- 
fant ftream ; which was fo inviting as to induce them 
to flay in it during the heat of the day, that now 
•began to be very fultry ; the knight and fquire there- 
fore difmounting, and * leaving the afs and Rozi- 
nantc ^t pleafure to. regale tliemfeives with the rich 

pafture, 
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pafture, emptied their knapfack, and, witfiout ^nj. 

ceremony, attacked the contents^ which thtfy ate 
together like good friend% laying afide all vain dii^ 
tini^ion of mafter and man. 

Sancho had been at no pains to tether Roztnantep 
fecure as he thought, in knowing him to be fo meek 
and peacable, that all ^le mares in the meadows^ 
•cf Cordova could not provoke his concupifcence*. 
Chance, however, or the devil, who is not often 
found napping, ordered it fo, as that a drove of Gai- 
]ician filit<:s belonging to certain Yanguefian carriers^ 
happened, at that very inftant, to be feeding in th& 
iame valley; for it being the ctiilom of thefe people 
to halt and refre(h themfelves and their beafts iit 
places where there is plenty of water and grafs^* they 
coiild not have lighted on a more convenient fpot 
tiiaii that where Don Quixote chanced to be. It wat^ 
then that Rozinante, feized with an inclination tof 
folace himfelf with fome of thofe (kittiih females, n(» 
(boner had them in the wind, than deviating from 
his natural difpofition and accuftomed deliberation^ 
without alking leave of his lord and mafter, he w^^nt 
off at a fmall trot, to communicate his occaiions to 
the obje£ts of his defire. But they, it feems, mort 
fond of their ^afture, than of his addrcfles,^ receiv- 
ed him fo uncivilly with their hoofs and teeth, thift 
in a twinkling, his girth was broke, his fadcUe 
kicked ofi^ and he himfelf remained in cuerpo. But 
what he chiefly fuiFered was from the carriers, who 
feeing violence offered to their mares, ran to their 
aiBftance witli long ftaves, ' which they exercifcJ 
upon him fo unmercifully, that he fell proftrate to 
the ground, almoll battered to death. 

The knight and Sancho feeing their fteed thuf 
baftinadoed, made all the hafte they could to hi| 
refcue ; the former addrefling the latter in this man<i 
ner, " I perceive, friend Sancho, |^at thefe are no- 
knights, but fellows of low degrefi^ and infamous 

Vol, ^ G dcfccnj: 
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Aefeent : this panicular I mention^ becauCs . tfiJQh 
Ihayeff now afltft m.e, in taking j*ift veggeance upon 
thfem, for the injury they have done to. J^ozinante 
before my face." ." What a devil of vengeance, can 
we pre^nd to take, anfwered the fq.uire, when they 
are more tlwn twenty, and we but two ? nay, I bc- 
Keve, if it was put to the trial, no better than oiic 
and a half.'* ** Myfelf am worth an htindted of 
fuch vagabonds,*' cried Don Quixote ; and wldiout 
uttering another fyllaWe, he unfheathed his fword, 
and aiTaulted the Yanguefians, being feconded by 
Sancho, who fufiered himfelf to be roufed and en- 
couraged by the example of his mafter : . and indeed 
the knight lent, the firfl he met with fuch a hearty 
ftroke, as laul open a leathern jacket He wore, to- 
gether with a- largo- portion of his flioulder. 

The earriers feeing themfelves thus maltreated 
^by two men only, took the benefit of their numbers^ 
and ran to fuftain one another with their ftaves ; then 
ftirrounding the two aiTailants, began to drum upon 
their carcafes with infinite eagernefs and dexterity. 
True it is, at the fecond application, Sancho fell ta 
the earth ; a misfortune that alfo happened to his 
mafter 5 who, in fpite of all his own addrefs, to- 
gether vith the affiftance of his good friend, foon 
found himfelf ftretched at the feet of Rozinante, 
who had not as yet been able to rife : from whence 
we may learn what furious execution. is often done 
by packftaves, when managed by the hands of fuch t 
e;iraged clowns. 

^ The carriers, perceiving the havock they had made, 
thought proper to load again with all difpatch', and 
DUrrue their journey, leaving cur adventurers in mi- 
lerable plight andidoleful dilemma. The firft that 
rt covered the ufe of his fenfes was Sancho l^anza, 
\Vho finding himfelf laid along by the fide of his maf-- 
tfcr, proiK5unced, <i\'ith a weak and lamentable voice, 
«*Sir Don Quixote 1 ah Sir Don Quixote!" " What 
^ ' ' wouldit 
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MTouldft thou have, brother Saiicho ?" .replied the 
kilight, in the Tame feeble and cpmplaininff tone. ** I 
.wifhj refumed Sanchoi your worfliip would, if it be 
poflibley comfort me with a couple of gulps of that 
lame balfam made by T^airy Bias, if you have got any 
of it about you : perhaps it may be ferviccable in 
jbruifes and broken bones, as well as in vi^ouUds and 
running fores." " Would to God I had it here, un- 
fortunate wiffht that I am ! cried lion Quixote, !but 
I fwear tp thee, Sancho, on the faifh of a knigh^- 
Jsrrant, that ere two days p'afs, if fome mifchieypua 
accident does not intervene, I will have it in my 
pofleiSon, if my hands do hot very mtfceh mifgivc 
nfie." ** In how jnany days docs your w^orfhip think 
i«c (hall be abld to move our feet ?" faid the fqUii:e« 
V With regard to^my(*elf, anfwered the battered 
knight, I really cannot fix. any number of days; but 
this I know, that 1 alone am to blame for what has 
Happened, in condefcending to ufe my fword againit 
antagoniftsi who were not dubbed and knighted^like 
myfelf. I therefore, firmly believe, that as a punifli* 
ment for. having. tranfgrelTed the laws of chivalry, 
J:he God of. battles hath permitted me to receive this 
difgraceful chaftifement : for which reafouj, brpfher 
SanchOjt it i§ proper that thou fhouldft bs apprifedof 
\vlX2A I am going, to fayi as it may be of great. import- 
ance to the fare ty of us. both: vi'henever thou. (halt 
foe us infulrcj or aggrieved for the future, by fuch 
rafcall.y fcufn, thou (halt not wait for ray drawiiig 
upon them, for I will in no fliiipe itieddlp with fuch 
jin worthy foes ; but lay thy hand upog^ thy fword, 
^nd with thy own arm chailife th^m ,to thy heart's 
content-: but fhould any knights make ,up to, their 
defence and afliftance, then fliall.I know how to 
prpte<St tlie?, and aflauH them with all my.mi^htj 
and thou art ali;^ady convinced,, by. a thoufand ama- 
z>ng ^vQs>bs how f^r. extends the vglour pf t^iis my 
, * . G a invincible 
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invincible armj' So arrogant was the poor knight 
tecome by his viftory over the valiant Bifcayan. 

This wholefome advice however, was not fo 
much reliihcd by Sancho, but thit he replied, " Sir, 
I am a quiet, meek, peaceable man, and can digell 
any injury, be it ever fo hardj for I have a wife 
and fmall children to maintain and bring up : where- 
fore, let me alfo apprize (fince I cannot lay my com* 
mands iipon) your worfhip, that I will in no fhape 
whatever ufe my fword againft cither knight or knave ; 
and that henceforward, in the fight of God, I for- 
give all injuries pail, prefent, or to come, whicTi I 
have already received, at this prefent time fufFer, or 
may hereafter undergo, from any perfon whatfocvef, 
hign or low, rich or poor, gentle or fimple, wit)|r 
t)ut exception to rank or circumllance." 

His mrafter hearing this declaration, anfweredi 
** I wifli the grievous pain I feel in this rib would 
abate a Httle, fo as that I could fpeak for a few mo- 
ments with cafe, and convince thee of thy damnable 
error, Panza. Hark ye me, finner ! fuppofc the 
gale of fortune, which hath been hitherto fo advcrfe, 
ihould change in ouf favour, and fwelling the fails 
of our defircy condu£l us fafely, without the leaft 
impediment, into the haven . of fomc one of thofe 
iflands which I have promifed thee — ^what would be- 
come of thy wretched affairs, if, after I had won and 
given it into thy poifeflion, thou ihouldft fruftrate 
my intention, by thy lack of knighthood, ambition, 
valour and courage to revenge thy wrongs, or defend 
thy government ? for I would have thee to know, 
that in all new conquered kingdoms or provinces, 
the friends of their natural maftefs are never fo quiet 
or reconciled to their new fovereign, ?»s to difpel all 
fear of fome irefli infurredion, to alter the govern- 
ment again, and, as the faying is, try fortune once 
aiorc : it is therefore requifite that the new pof- 
ftiibr fhould have underftanding to govern, refo- 
9 ' lutioa 
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lufion to punifli, and valour to defend himfelf, in 
cafe of any fuch accident.** 

, •* In this laft accident which hath befallen us,» 
faid Sancho, I wifh the Lord lud pleafed to give me 
tliat fame underftanding and valour your worfhip 
mentions : but I proteft, upon the word of a poor 
finner, that I am at prefent more fit for a fearcloth 
than fuch converfation. See if your worfliip can 
make ihift to rife, and then we will give fome af- 
iiftance to Rozinante, though it be more than he de- 
ferves ; for , he was the principal caufe of all tliis 
plaguy ribroafting : never could I bejievc fuch a 
thing of Rozinante, who I always thought was as 
chafte and fober a perfon as myfelf ; but this verifies 
the common remark, that you mud keep company 
'i long time with a man before you know him' tho- 
roughly ; and that there is nothing certain in (his. 
life. Who could have thought that thofe huge back- 
ftrokcs your worihip dealt fo heartily to the un-, 
lucky traveller, would be followed a« it were poil- 
hafte, by fuch a mighty tempeftof blows, as juft now 
difcharged itfelf upon our fliouldcrs.'* " Thy car- 
cafe, Saiicho, faid Don Quixote, was formed for 
enduring fuch rough weather ; but my limbs were 
tenderly nurfed in foft wool and fine linen^ and. 
therefore >muft feel more fenfibly the pain of this 
4ifcomfiture ; and if I did not believe (believe, faid. 
I) if I were not certain, that all tliefe inconveni- 
encies are infeparably annexed to the exerclfe of 
arms^ I would li^ ftill where I am,, and die with 
pure vexation/* 

To this proteftation the fquire replied* "Seeih^> 
ihcfe misfortunes arc the natural trops of chivalry, 
pray good your wor(hip, do they hajjpen at all tirhc» 
of me year, or only fall, at an. appointed feafoa ; be- 
caufe in my fimple conjefture, two fuch harvefls 
will leave us altogetlier incapable of reaping a third, 
if God, of bis infinite mercy, will not be pleafed. to 

Q 3 f^^4'/ 
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fehd us extraordinary fuccour." " Thou muft know, 
friend Sancho, aijfwered Don Q^iixote, that the life' 
6{ a knight-errant \s fubjeft to* a thoufand dangers 
and mifliaps ; but then he enjoys the felf-fame chance 
of being a king or . emperor, as experience demon- 
ftrates to have been the cafe of divers and fundry 
knights, the hiftory of whofe lives I am perfedly 
well acquainted with ; and I could now relate^ if thit 
pain would give me leave, the fortunes of fome, who, 
by their valour alone, have rifen to that fupremc* 
degree : and thofe very perfons, both befoie and after 
iheir fuccefs, have undergone various calamities and 
affliffion ; witnefs the vahant Amadis de Gaul, who 
faw himfelf in the power of his mortal enemy Arca- 
laus the enchanter, of whom it is pofitively affirmed, 
that while the knight was his prifoner, Ke caufed him' 
to be bound to a pillar In his court- jrard, and -gave 
him two hundred flripes with the reins of his horfe*s 
bridle. There is like wife a pertain fecre.t author of 
no ^fmall credit, who relates that the knight of the 
fun was caught in a trap, in a certain cuftle, and fall- 
ing, found himfelf tied h:;nd an4 fpbt in a deep dun-* 
gcon below ground, wli^re was. admii^ifteted unto' 
l^im one of thoft? things they call glyifters, CQiripofcd 
of fand and water, which had wellijigh coft him his 
li/e ; and if he had not b,een fuccpured in that pe- 
rilous cbnjunGure by a fage who Vas his good frjerid, 
the poor knight woul^ have fared very ill. Where- 
fore what hath happened t;o me, may c^fily P^fs un- 
heeded, aipong thofe much greater affirpnts that Aich 
worthy p^eople have undergone : be fides, I would have 
thee know, Sancho, that it is never reckoned an af- 
front to be woundei by thofe inftruments which are 
cafiially i^ the hands of our 'enemies ; for it' is ex- 
prcfly mentioi?ed hi the laws of duelling, that if a 
ftioemaker beats a man with a laft he has by ac- 
cident in his hand, the man cannot properly be faid 
t9 be cudgelled, although the faid laft was made of 
*i wood. 
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wood. This particular I mention, that thoct msrj'ft 
not fuppofe us afFrontesc!, altTiough we have been maul- 
ed in this unlucky fray 5 for the weapons With which 
thofe meii threfhad us fo feverely, wcne no othet 
than their own packftaves ; and fo far as' I can re- 
member, there? was neither tuck, poignard, nor f\Vord 
among them." 

*' rhey did not give me time, anfwered Sancho, 
to make any fuch obfervation-: for fcarce Had I laid 
my fingers upon ^my * Toledo, when* there- i*ained 
a fliowei" of cudgels upon my poor fhoulders, that 
baniihed the light from my eyes, and flrength froin 
my feet, and laid me flat upon the fpot where I 
»ow lie, not fo much concerned about thinking 
whctlief this drubWn^j bs an affront or not, as 
about the intolerable pain of the blows, which re-r 
laaain imprinted upon my memory as well as upon 
my carqafe.'* *^ Notwithilahding all this complain-^ 
ing,' faid the knight, I aver, brother Saucho, that 
tiiere is no remembrance which time does not ef-'" 
face, lior pain that death does not remove."^ " And 
pray what greater misfortune can there be; anfwer- 
ed Saneho, than that which nothing' but time tan 
remiove, or death pot a ftop to ? If this miliap of 
ours were fuch a ofie as might he cuire4 with a coo^ . 
pie of fnips of fearcloth, it would 'riot "be altogefher 
£0 vexatious ; but fg far as I can fee, zVL the piadiiot 
ctf tn ho^ital' will n(5t be fufficient to fet us de»erly 
en ourlegs^ain." 

** Truce with thy refie£liohs, replied Don Quixote, ' 
and colle<£bing ftrength out of weaknrfs, as I wili en* 
ieavQur to do, let us rife and examine RoeirBinte't 
cafe; for, in all appcstrance, the poor beaft- hath 
not fttffcred the ieaft part of the misfortune." ** That 
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is not ta l>e wondered at, faid the fquire, he l>eing a 
knight-errant alfo) but what furprizes me itioft is^ 
that my dapple fhould get oflF witliout paying hi$ 
fcore, when we are fcorcd all over." ** Deitiny, 
when one door is (hut, always leaves another open, 
as a refource in all calamities, faid Don Quixote r 
this I obferve, becaufe thy afs will now fupply the 
place of Rozinante, and carry me from hence to 
fome caftie, where my wounds may he cured ; more 
efpecially as fuch carriage will be no diihonour to 
chivalry: for I remember to have read, that the 
f^ood old Silenus, tutor and companion of the jolly 
God of mirth and wine, entered the city of the hun- 
dred gates, lolling at his eafe upon a moft comely 
aft/* ** It may be very true, that he rode upon an 
afs, replied Sancho ; but there is fome difference, I 
apprehend, between riding and lying acrofs the beaft 
like a bag of dirt." To this obfervation the knight 
unfweredj " Thofe wounds which are received in 
battle, may well give, but can never deprive one of 
honour : therefore, friend Sancho, do as I bid thee, 
without further reply ; get up as well as thou canft, 
and lay me upon dapple juft as thou iliall find molt 
conyenient, that we may be gooe before night comes 
to furprife us in this unfrequente^ place.'* 

*^ And yet, faid Sancho, I have heard your worihip 
•jemark, tnat it is ufual for knights-errant to fleep 
upon commpns and heaths the greateft pairt of the 
yenr ; ay, and to be thankful for their good fortune 
«i being able fo to do." " Yes, faid the knight, 
when they can do no better, or are in love; and 
tKis is fo true, that there was a knight who lay upoi| 
a bare rock,' e'xpofed to the fultry -noon and mid- 
night damps, with all the inclemencies of the weather, 
during two whole years, before his miftrefs knew any 
thing of the matter : this was no other than Amadis, 
who, afluming the name of Beltenebros, took up 
his ({uarters upon the naked rock, fojr the fpace o£ 

cither 
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either eight rears, or eight months, I really do not 
remember which $ onl; that he reixiained doing .pe« 
nance in that place, for fome difguft (hewn tohim^ 
by his dame Oriana : but truce with this converf^ 
tion, Sancho, and make hafte, before fuch another, 
accident can happen to thy bead, as that which hath, 
already befallen Roztnante/' 

" ( Jdds my life ! that would be the devil indeedi'^ 
cried Sancho, who uttering thirty ah's and fii^ty ch*% I' 
together with a hundred and fifty ola's ! and curfes^ 
upon him who had brought him to that pafs, raifed< 
him£elf up, though he could not for his foul ftand up«^ 
right, but in fpite of all his efforts, remained bent 
tike a Turkiih bow ; and in that attitude, with iti*^ 
finite labour, made ihi£t to equip his afs, ^wrhieh had 
alfo ^one a little aftray, prefuming upon the exceC- 
five licenix of the time^ he then lifted up. Rozi*. 
nante, who^ could he have found a tongue to complain 
wi|h, would certainly have fvrpafled both his matter 
and Sancho in lamentation: iti fhort, the fquiie dif- 
pofed of Don Quixote upon the afs, to wfaofe tail 
Rozinante was tied ; then taking His own dapple by 
the halter, jogged on fometimes f after, fometimcft 
flower, towards the place where he ftnje^ured the 
high road to lie : and indeed, they had npt exceeded, 
a fhort league, when by good luck, which now. 
leemed to take the management of their affairs,, they, 
arrived at the highway, and difcovered an imif, 
which, to Sancho's great grief, was nliftaken for 
a caftie by the joyful knight* This 41fference of 
(Munion begat an oofltnate difpute, that lafted until 
they arrived at the place*, into which Sancho im^ 
mediately conveyed, his cargoj without further ex^ 
poftttlation. 
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^Fke actrenture that happenfed to thi» &gaeio^ 
knight at th^ mn, whkk 1^ miflook for* a e^k» ' 

THE inkecper feeing Dbn Quixote laidf a|:kwait 
the a&> aft:6d ^at was the maftt^ ? to which 
&)tefvogatk>n, Sancho replied, *< Nothing bu* a few 
hmfes which my mafter has received in a fall froHX 
a- rock in this neighbourhood. The landlady, who 
d^zefl in diipofitbn from moft of your kwikeeper'^ 
^iyes,' being naturally charitable aad 'fyrapathJfing 
with the calamities of her feltew creatuifes. camd 
vanning to the relief of the battered kntght, amt 
brcmghl her dauf ht^r, who was a yery^ handfomc 
girJ^ to afiiA in hikipg care of her gueft. There 
^fts in the feme houfe, a fervant mafd fron» "t^^ 
Afturias, remarkable ftrr her' eapacioiw cotmttfnance,' 
beetle-browed', iat nofed, bKnd of* one eye, and 
bleared in the other;, true it fl^, the'gentility of her 
flmpe inad6 anjen^Js for her other dfeffeds ; fhe wa? 
ftnnethihj: fkort of' fevcn hands ftr'oi». head to foot.' 
mid moreover, X^cuxnbered fi m«ch by 'Iter Ihoul- 
ders, that flie waa cfcligtd to contemplate, the duft 
bcneatli her feet of tener than (he could have wi(he3.. 
This comelt creature; with the aflSftahce of the 
other damjfel, macrc up a, fart of forry bed f6t W^^ 
Ijert) 'in a garret,, ^yhich gave- evident toEeus of hav- 
ing "beeti ronn,erly an* hayloft*, and in ^^hicb at that 
ttnie a cert^n qarrierhad taken up his c[iKirter9,in a hd 
of his o^n making, a little on one fidir.otir kiiighf s : 
ancf though his couch was compofcd of the papnefs' 
and furniture of his mutes, it had greatly the advan- 
tage -over Don Quixote's, which canfilled only pjf 
four rough boards, fupported on two benches of un- 
equal height, covered by a mattrefs, fo thin it might 
hf|^^ p^Lfk^ for a quilt, a^d; (ull of knots fo hard a» 
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tD be rndftakea f6r iiebbfe ^fonest faid kot'tfae Wdol 
dpipe»red tinrotlgk' divers opetiiztgs ^f with, a couple of 
iheet» made df baif s hiote^ and a bbiiket & bare 
<diat yeriit miglst hav«S; counted every thii^l it^itfltottt 
lefing oae of the iiEc]ugviia>ig». 

in tbi^ wiretx^ked bed^ Bon Qvxxotc havoq^ knt' 
hifti&lf down, was. aik>kitvdr fDooa hiekd'td)^ foot by 
^ke good woinan amd her daiugib^r^ Winlr^ Maiitoriies 
f £ha< WHS die Aftuta^'s name) ftoad hard<fay iKriding 
ai %ht^ The kindhdjrv tvt dtoe ccfopfimof betr «p|)li- 
eadon^ pisrcehring the kni^^s whois' bcidf biaok:«rmi 
laUiQy ^pb&rred ^ac' tbo& marks bmkddt twhcx afe. 
effects of dnibbing than of a fatii^ bat Sarucbo ^ 
firnttaii {he was miflakem ; and that the mashs^ in 
qoeftion wets occaSoned by the knobs aodi cemtos' 
of the codes among which he feM : ^ A^d bjqw I 
think of k*7 &id he, pfayv madaisiy manage matted 
fi»:afi to leiif^ a lkt|t of yoxtr omtatent, fat it wiil 
be needed, I'll aflure you ; my own lohn-aafe aot^ of. 
tie foundJeft at pwefent,'* "What, did you fell too?* 
iaid fhe. ^^ I cao/t faji I 6\A^ aafwmred doe fiyniRt^ 
bwit I WES &> infe£ted by feein]^ n»y iitafler ;tvtmi3jo9 
tinriwy wiioie body afces aB much a&if Ichad beeit' 
codgelled without mency." *♦ That may very etsBkf 
bappen, cried tke daoghte^rf ! myfeif hvure ofteii' 
dveamed that I wd& faltog from at Mghl tQWos, 
'whh6«it eirer coniing^ to. Ac • jff«Hihjl ; and upoti. 
wakifig^ ha«<e feki myf<slf bftii&d m^ b^tered,: ae 
if I kiid aauaMy got a great fafl/' " Ah, mifttefs 1 
«ephed this f(fa«re, h«M is the point-, _^ withoiit 
Ai^amiflg ^ aM<; iMit, on the o^Dittaryv being xr 
broad Mftake a»-I am tbk preeitvui mmute,:fbaiMl 
atooft M many ii»airks upon-my own Ihouldets^.as y^ 
haw obferved' upon thoife of ihy maitet Don. Quixh 
ete^'^ "'Wl\at i« the name of that knight ?" faid tbc 
Afturiah i ** Don Quixote de la IVtackcka, anfwered 
the fqoire; he is a knight adreilturel', atad one of' 
tlie greateft Mid moft, valiant thM-h^t^'beei^ feeftiaa 
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this world for niany ages.** ** An4 what is a knight* 
adventurer ?" refumed the wench.** " Arc you luch 
a fuddling as not to know that? cried Sancho; 
.wen, i*ll tell you, miftrefs of mine, a knight-adven- 
turer is a ^hing, that before you can count a couple^ 
mij be kicked and be crowned ; to-day he is the 
jnoft defpicahle and beegarly wretch upon earth, 
and to-morrow he will have a brace of kingdoms to 
beftow upon Ha fquircs.** '*Methinks,.iaid the 
landlady,' feeing you appertain to fuch a great man, 
70U ought to be a count at leaft.** « All in good 
^dme, lepfied Sancho, yre have not been out a month 
in fearch of adventures, and have found none wortk 
naming; befides, people foitietimes go in queft of 
one things aaid nycet with another : indeed, if my 
mafter Don i^i»>te gets well of this drubbing-— 
(fall I mean) and I myielf efcape without bpthg 
crippled, I won't barter my hopes for the beft Jord- 
fliip in Sp^.** 

The knight having liftened attentively to this 
wide converiation, (at up in his bed as weU as he 
could, and taking his landlady by the hand, << Be- 
lieve me, beautiful lady, faid ke, you may account 
yourfelf extremely happy, in having within your 
caftle mj perfon as your gucft, fuch a gueft,. that 
if I praife him not, it is on account of the commoa 
faying, that felf*commendati6n is in eSefk felf-dif« 
praife. My fquire, however, will intjn^e who lam 1 
while I content mylelf with zgwAng you, ^at I wUl» 
to all eternity, preferve engraven vpon the t^lbles of 
»!iy memorv the benevolence you this day vouchlafed 
msto me, toat I may be grateful for the favour, as 
long as life ihall remain. And, oh ! that it pleafed 
you heaven fupteme, that love had not fo yanquiihed 
and enilaved my heart to the triumphant eyes rf 
tfie beautiful ingrate, whom I now mention between 
My teeth, but Aat the charms of this amiabk youns 
lady could be the author of mj f recdoq^ 

The 
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The good woman, her daughter, and the gentle 
Maritornes, were aftoniflied at this rhapfody, which 
•they tmderftood as much as if it had been delivered in 
Greek; though. they could eafily comprehend, that 
the whole of it tended to compliment and proffers of 
fervicc ; as they were therefore altogether unaccuf- 
tomed to fuch language, they gazed at him with ad- 
'jniration, as aperfon of a different fpecies from other 
men, and having thanked him for his courtefy, in 
their tapfter phrafe, left him to his repofe ; while 
the Afturtan Maritornes adminiftered to Sancho, 
who had as inuch need of afliftance as his mafter. 

She and the carrier had made an affignation to di- 

-vert themfelves that night; nay, fhe had given her 

word that as foon as the company fhould be quiet, 

and her mafter and miftrefs afleep, fhe ihoidd vifit 

him in the dark, and give him all the fatisfadion he 

defired ; and indeed it is recorded, for the honour of 

this good creature, that (he nev^r failed to perform 

her promifes of that kind punftually, although they 

had been made in the midft of a heath, and out of 

the hearing of all evidence: for (he yakted herfelf 

much upon her gentility, and did not look upon it 

as any affront to^be fervant at an inn, hecaufe, (he 

obferved, difappointments and mi^ortunes had re* 

duced her to' that condition. 

The bed of Don Quixote, which we have defcrihed 
fo hard, fo narrow, crazy and uncomfortable, flood 
.foremoft, and e:ta^Iy in the middle of this ruinous 
hay-loft ;, hard by had Sancho taken up his quarters 
upon a ru(b n)#t, covered with a rug, which feemed 
to be m^afa£lured of hemp rather than wool ; and 
Jaft of all was the carrier's couch, compofed, as we 
liave already faid, of the pacinels and furniture of 
his two beft mule»; fiur he had Jio lefs than twelve 
plump, (leek and notable beafts, being one of the 
richefl: carriers in Arevalo, according to the report 
4>i the ^ujtlior of this hiftory^ who makes particular 

mention 
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tn«ntioft «f hfm, and foy^ ho knoir him fciSo6tlf vfcU ; 
naV, fome go 6> far as to a&rm, that be tvas his 
difcant relatii0n : be tkb as it wtM, Cid Hamet Be^ 
neflgeli was a moft curiouB hiftortan, susdpun^taxal to 
admiration, as appears ftom what hath been reiatec^ 
which, tboogh in itfelf mean and trivial, he woold Bf 
DO means pafs over in filence. This ought to fetve as 
an example to didfe important and weighty hidxv 
rians, who recoxmt events fo fticcin£kly and fbperfi- 
citiFy, that the reader can fcarce get a fm&ck of 
ihcm I while the moft fiibftahtial citcufflftaaiees are 
left, as it were, in the inkhorn, through caretefiheft^ 
ignorance and maliee. A thoufand tlmes^likft be the 
authors of TaMante and Rieamonte^ and he thaft 
compiled that ot(her book, in which aire reooumed 
the atehievements of Count Tomillas ! How fwac^ 
tually have th^y defcfiibed the mo& minuie parttecu- 
hr ! — But to retur» to our iterf . 

The carrier having vifited his cattfe, and g^eH 
them their night's ailowance, ftretch^d tkmfelf uMft 
his pannels, in expectation^ of the moft f^thiM ft£M>. 
torncs ; while Sancho, plaftered all dve^, and huddUsd 
up in. his kennd, endeavoured with aH bis mighc to 
ileep ; but the ad^ng of his ribs wouM by no mean^ 
allow him to enjoy that fati^afSion ; and Don ^txt- 
ote, for the fame Uncomfortab^ reafotf, lay t^c a 
hare with his eyes wid^ open. A profound ^nce 
tcighed throughout the \^^lc hoiufey ift whidh there 
was no other light Aan a lamp ftuefe up in tJM' paf- 
lage; and this wonderful ^juiet, together with tholi 
TcfieQions which alv^ays occurred to oUr kiitgh«^ 
relating to the events continually TeetsTrded m th^ 
books of chivalry, that 6t&. diddered his «ndei«' 
ftanding ; I fay, thofe refeftions- fiiggefted "to his 
fancy one, of thfe ftraiigeft whims that ever enterod 
a man's imagination. This was no other tha« z. 
full perfuafion that he was arrifed at fomi' &iiiou« 
caflle J for« a» we have before ol^erved> all' the ino^ 

he 
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life lodged at fcefned cafJHcs to him ; and that the 
landloTd*s daughter was the governor's onjy chi}d, 
who captiyatea by his eentcel appearance, was be- 
come deeply enamoured of him, and had aflualljr 
promifed to come, without the knowledge .of her 
parents, and pafs the beft pan of the night in bed 
with him. Believing therefore this chimera (which 
was the work of his own brain) to be a firm and un- 
doubted fafit, he began to fefleQ: with extreme an.- 
xiety upon the dangerous dilemma ioto which his 
virtue was Hlcc to be drawn ; and refolvcd, in his 
heart, to comrhit no treafon againft his miflref* 
I>ul*cinea del Tobofo ; even though queen Ginebr^ 
herfel^ arid the lady Quintaniona fliould make hin* 
j^ tender of their favours. 

White his mind was engroffett by thefe extravagant 
fancies, the hour of affiguation arrived, and an un-* 
hickv hour it was for him, when the kind Afturlanj^ 
bareioot and in her foipck, having her hair tuckect 
np under a fuftian night-cap, entered the apartmezU; 
in which the three guefts. vietfi lodged, and withj 
filenoe_and caution direfted h^r fteps towards- the 
neft of her beloved carrier. But, fcarce had. ihe got; 
within the door,^ when her approach was perceived 
Ijy ouj: knightj who, fitting up m his ted, in fpite of 
his. plafters and the aching of his ribs, ftretchect 
fbrth his arms to receive this beautiful yoang lady^^ 
who, on her' parr hialdlng in her breath, moved foft- 
ly on her tiptoes, groping her way with her haudsi 
before heri , * , * 

While {\\e thus, crept aldng^jn'quejl of her lover,, 
fhe chanced to come^itlniaL arms-len^jh of IJotij . 
Quixote,- who laid faft hold,of I^er by tlie wrift^^andf^ 
wi&iout her faring to fpeak a fyllable, pulled her tOT? 
wards him, and made her fit down upon his bed j he 
then felt her fmock, which, though made of the coarfeft 
canvas, to him feemed ± fhift of the fineft and fofteft 
iivwn i the ftrihg* oif glafs b«ad« Ihe wore/about hei: 

' *^' . . ' wriit. 
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wrift, in his apprehenfion^ out(lK>ne the brighteft ori« 
cntal pearl : her hair, which bore fome refemblance to 
a horfe*s mane, he miftook for threads of pure Ara- 
bian gold, that even eclipfed the fplendor of the fun ^ 
9nd her breath, which doubtlefs fmelt ftrong of brp* 
ken meat and garlick, his fancy converted into an aro- 
matic flavour, proceeding from her delicate mouth : 
in fhort, his imagination reprcfented her in the fame 
form and Tituatiqn with that of a certain prtncefs, tc- 
corded in one of his , books, who came to vifit a _ 
WQunded knight of whom (he was enamoured ; with 
all the other embelliftiments there defcribed. Nay, 
fuch was the infatuation of thts poor gentleman. that 
he was not to be undeceived, either by t}ie touch, the 
breath, or any other circumftancc of this honeft 
wench, though they were powerful enough to difcom- 
pofe the. flomach oi any body but a rampant carrier. 

But our knight believed he folded in hi$ arms the 
goddefs of beauty, ilrainine her in his embrace, 
began to pronounce, in a ioft and amorous tone, 
•* Would to heaven I 1 were fo circumilanced, beau- 
tiful anjd high born lady ! as to be able to repay the 
tranfcendant favour bcftowed upon me in the 'con- 
templation of your amazing charms : but it hath 
pleafed fortune, tha tnever ceafes to perfecute the 
virtuous, to lay me upon this 43ed, fo bruifed and 
battered, that even, if it was my defire to gratify 
yours, i (hould find it utterly impoIBble f how much 
more fo, when that impoilibility is linked to another 
ftill greater ? I mean the plighted faith I have vowed 
to the peerlefs Dulcinea del Tobofo, the fole midrefs 
of my niod hidden thoughts: did not that confi- 
deration interpofe, I fhould not be fuch a fimple 
knight as to let flip this happyr Qccafion which your 
benevolence has tendered to my choice/' 

Maritornes, fweating with vexation to find her- 
felf th^s pinioned, as it were, by the knight, whofc 
difcourfe (be neither heeded nor undemood; en-%. 

deavourcd. 
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'Jeavoured without anfwering a fyllable, to difengag« 
herfelf from his embrace : while the honeit carrier^ 
whofc kwd defires kept him awake, and made him 
perceive hi« doxy from the moment (he entered, 
liftened attentively to every thing that Don Quixote 
faid i and being jealous that the Afturian hauBroke 
her promife to him, in order to keep it with another, 
crept nearer the bed of his rival, to wait the iiTue of 
this rhapfody, the meaning of which he could not 
comprehend : obferving, however, that the wench 
ftruggled to get loofe, and that the knight endeavour- 
ed to detain her, he could not relifh the joke, but 
lifting his arm on high, difcharged fuch a terribU 
blow on the lanthoni jaws of the enamoured Don, as 
bathed his whole countenance in blood ; and not fa- 
tisfied with this application, jumped upon his ribs, 
and travelled over his whole carcafe, at a pace fome- 
what exceeding that of a briik trot, until the bed, 
which was none of the ftrongeft, either in materials 
or fpundation, unabTe to fuftaim the additional 
vreight, funk to the ground with both; and made 
fuch a. hideous noife in its fall, as awaked the inn- 
kee{^r, who immediately concluded that Maritomei 
was concerned /n the adventure, becaufe £he madQ 
no anfwer when he called. 

On this fuppofition he arofe« and lighting a candle^ 
went di|re£tly to the place where he had heard the 
fcuffie : mean while the poor wench confufed and 
affrighted at the approach of her mafter, who was a 
fellow of a moft iavage difpofition, retreated to the 
}cennel of Sancho Panza, who (kpt in fpite of all 
this din, and neftling in befide hinr, wound herfeif 
up like a hall, apd lay fnug. - The landlord now 
entered the apartment, and crying with a loud voice, 
♦* Where have you ^ot, ftrumpct i tp be fure thcfc 
muft be your jade's tricks, with a vengeance:" San- 
cho CLarted, and feeling a prodigious weight upon 
Jilm, thought be was labouring under the night-mare ; 

and 
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and beginning to lay about bim on all ddcsy chanced, 
ancourfe of his efTorts, to belto'w divers c'uff^on Ma* 
ritorn^s, who feeling heffelf thus belaboured, for^t 
the care of her reputation, and retamed the fquire's 
compliments fo heartily, that flc'ep forfook him whe- 
ther he w;6ukl or not : without knowing the pcrfon 
who treated him fo roughly, he raifed himfelf up, as 
well as he could, and going to loggerheads whh Ma- 
ritornes, a tnoft furious and diverting^irmifli enfued; 
By this time, the carrier Jperceiving by the light 
the fituation of his millrefs, ran to her affiftance ; 
and tlie landlord followed the fame courfe, though with 
ft very different intention; ncimely, to chaftife the maid a 
beincr fully perfuflded, that fhe was the' fole caufe of 
all this uproar j and fo, as the' faying is, the cat to 
the rat, the rat to the rope, the rope to the gallows. 
The carrier drummed upon Sancho, Saturho ftruck 
at the n>aid, the maid pUmmclkd him, the innkecpef 
difciplined her ; all of them exerting themfelves with 
fuch eagernefs Aat there was not one nrl6ment*« 
paufe. But, to cro^i^n the joke, tlvei landlord's cantlkf 
wein out, and the combatants being left in the dark^ 
fuch a circulation of blows enfued, that wh6r€fotve# 
die ifiifl fell, ^ere the patient was difabkd. 

There chfnced to lodge •at the mn that night, s 
trooper belongi»g to the ancient holy brotherhood o( 
Toledo, who atfo hearing the Grange noife of thi«' 
fray, arofe, and feizing his tipftaff, together with the 
tin-box that contained his commiifion, entered the 
apartment in the dark, catling aloud, * Keep the 
peace, in the king's name 5 keep the peace, in the 
name of the hoiy brotherhood.** The firft he en- 
countered was the forlorn Don Quixote, who lay 
Kjfenfible on his demolifced bed, with his face up- 
permbft 5 fo that groping about, he happened to lay 
hold of his beard, and cried, •* Affift, I charge you, 
the offices of juftice : but perceiving thatN.the per- 
fpn he held, neither {Uned nor i|>oke, he concluded 

that 
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thtt he miift be dead, and that the jcoplc within 
were the aflfaflins. In this perfuafiori he ralfed his** 
Voice, crying^ ** Shut the gates of the inn, that none 
may efcape, for here is a man murthered." The\ 
cxclamayon, wJych aftopifli cd them all, was no 
foOner heard than e^^ery on<i quitted liid fliarc in the* 
battle; the landlord rerreated to his own" chamber, ' 
tjie carrier fneakcd to his panniers, and the damfel 
tp her draw : while the unfortunate knight and 
fquire were left on the fpbt, unable to move from 
the places where *hey lay. The trooper letting go the ^ 
beard of Don Qu^ixote, went out for a light to learch* 
for and apprehend thp delinquents ; but in this defign . 
he was difappointed ; the landlord having purpofely 
extinguifhed the lamp, when he retired to his apart- ' 
ment ; fo that he was obliged to have recourfe to, 
the embers, at which, with great ioduftry and time|, 
he made fhift to light another candle* . " : 

C H A P. Ill- . * i! 

Coistaliiing the feqiiel of ihofe i»cre4i<3il^ ffdevajice^- 
wiiich the vaii^t Bon Quixofe^^ ^hd tm txn^' 
'fiiuire Soi^ho Panza, underwent s^ the mn^ 
imich, for their niisfortttne^ die knight' poiftobk* 
foT a caftle. ' 

A BOUT this tjme, Don.Quiasote recOYcring the,, 
"^^ ufe of his tot^ue» began to caU in the fw^e? 
feeble tone with which he qpoke the preceding: day,,.^ 
when he lay ftretchcd m the packftaff valley, " Art 
thou afleep, friend Sancho ? friend Saneho^ art.thjou. 
afleep ?" ** God's my life ! replied Sancho> fuU of' 
pecvifhnefs and pain, how fliould I be afleep, feeing . 
all the devils in hell have been upon me this whele . 
night?" "That thou mayft aflure thyfelf of, an-/ 
fwered the knight : for either I uDcJcrreand nothing 
at all, cur this caftle is inchauted. Thou muft knoWf i 
S^achO| but what I^am going to difclofe'to thee, 

'^ thou 
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thou (halt fwear t6 keep fecret till after my death.'* 
•* I do fwear,** faid Sancho. " This fccrecy I infifl 
upon, replied his mailer, becaufe I would by no means 
takeaway the reputation of any perfon." *^Well then, 
.cried the fquire, I fwear to keep it fecret till the days 
of your worfhip be pad and gone | and God grant that 
I may be at liberty to reveal it to-morrow." ** Have 
1 done you fo much mifchief, Sancho, faid Don 
t^ixote, that you wifli to fee me dead fo foon?*'* 
"It is not for that, repliedthe fquire, but becaufe I 
am an enemy to all fecrets, and would not have any 
thing roc in my keeping.*' " Be that as it may, faid 
-the knight, I will truft greater things to thy love and 
fidelity : Know, therefore, that this very night, I have* 
b^en engaged in a moil rare and wonderful adventure^ 
which, that I may briefly relate, take notice, that a 
little while ago, I was viiited by tlie conilable's 
. daughter, tlian whom a more beautiful and gracious 
^oung lady is fcarce to be found on this terraqueous 
globe. How fhall I paint to,, th^e the comelinefs of 
her perfbn ? how delicate* the acutenefs of her un- 
derilandi:ie ? or, how (hall I defcribe thofe mylterious 
inarms, which, that I may preserve the fealty I have 
fworn to my own fpvereign miftrefs Dulcinea del 
Tobofo, I muft pafs over in facred iilence ? I ih?.Il 
only tell the, that heaven itfelf was only jealous of the 
happinefs which fortUQC had put into my power ; 
or, perhaps, which is more probable, this caille, as I 
have already obferved| is enchart ted : for while I was 
engaged with her in a moil delightful and amorous 
converfation, an unfeen hand, belonging, doubtlefs, 
to the arm of fome monftrous giant, defcended I 
knew not whence, upon my [aws, leaving my whole 
face badied in gore ; and afterwards bruifed me in 
fuch a manner, that I arn infinitely worfe than I was 

Iefterday, when the carriers maltreated us^ as thou 
noweil, for the exceifes of Rozinante ; from whence 
I conje£Uirei that tlie treafure of this fair darafel's 

beauty 
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beauty h guarded by fome enchanted Moot, and tidt 
deftined for my pofreffion.*' ** Nor for mine neithet^ 
cried Sancho, for I have been/drubbed by five hun- 
dred Moors fo unmercifuHy, that the! packftave 
threfliing was but cakes and gingerbreiwl to what I 
now feci : fo that I fee no great cauCe you. have' to 
brag of that rare adventure, which has left us in this 
comfortable pickle. Indeed your wocfhip was not ft> 
badly off, becaufe you had that fame incomparable 
beauty in your arms, but what had I, except the 
hardeft knocks, which, 1 hope, I fhall ever feel in my 
bom days ? Curfed am I, and the mother that bore 
me ; for though I neither am knight-errant, nor 
ever defign to be one, the greateft part of the mifchief 
that betide? us, for ever falls to my ftiare.'* ** It feemt 
then, thou haft fufFcred too," laid Don Quixote, 
•*Woe be unto me and my whole pedigree T cried 
Sancha,have Inot been telling you fo all this time ?** 
*' Give thyfelf no concern about that matter, an- 
swered the knight, for now I am determined to pre* 
pare that precious balfam, which will cure us both 
in the twinkling of an eye." 

About this time the officer of the holy brother- 
hood, having made ihift to light his candle^ caaot 
back to examine the perfon whom he fuppofed mwt* 
thered ? and Sancho, feeing him approach in his (hirt 
and woollen night-cap, with a very unfavourable 
afped, and a light in his hand) faid to his mafter, 
*^ Pray, fir, is that the enchanted Moor returned 
to fpend the laft drop * of his vengeance upon us.** 
^* That cannot be tHfe Moor, anfwered Don Quixote, 
for enchanters never fuffcr themfelves to be^feen," 
^* If they wont allow themfelves to be feen, cried the 
fquire, they make no bones of letting themfelves be 
felt ; that my ihoulders can teftify/* " And mine, 
too» fiiid the knight ; but we have no fufEcient rea- 
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fon t& b«lic*e that he whom w« now'.fee,' i€ the in- 
^chanted Moor. .. 

Mean whjle, the trooper drawing nearer, and 
•hearitig thetn talk fo deliberately^ remained fome 
Jtijue iii fufpence 5 then obferving ]3on Quixote, who 
Aiil . lay ot) his back, unabk to flir on account of his 
j}ruifes . apd pjafters, he went up to him, faying, 
j**How do'ft do, honeft friend ?"^"I would fpeak n\ore 
ftibmijSvelyr anfwer^d the knight, were I fuch a ple- 
bdan ae ypu ; is that the language, ufed in this 
country to kiiights-errant, you blockhead ?" Tlie 
officer, finding hiflifelf treated with fo little ceremony, 
by fuch a ntiferabl,e wight, could not hear ^ the re- 
proach, but lifting up bis lamp, oil and all, dif- 
charged it upon t)un Quixote's patCy which fuffered 
greatly in . t-hej encounter ) and the light being again 
cxtinguiflied, flipped away in the dark. Things 
being: in this fituation) "Sir, faid Sancho Panza> > 
-without doubt, that v/as the enchanted Moor, who 
keeps the treafure for other people, and the fifty-cufPs 
and lao\p-leavirtgs for us." " It muft be fo, replied 
the knight J but we- muft not mind thofe affairs of 
^eoehantmdnt fo much, as to let them ruffle or in- 
fiaKce us *y TjQcaiife they being, ii;iyifible and fantaftical^ 
AifMfhat we can we (hall never be able to, take ven* 
^anoe upon the authors of them: get up therefore, 
S«licho> if thou caijft, ajid.defire |:hc con liable of 
this caitle to fupply. me \v'ith fome oil, wine, fait, 
and rofemary; that I may prepare tjie falutiferous 
balCam, ^ which really, I believe, I (land in great 
need of at prefent,. for the woOfud which the plian«- 
tbm h^th given rtie bleeds apape." , 
J Accordingly, the fquii'e mad^ fliift to rife, notwith*. 
finding the intolerable aching of his bones, and 
creeping, in the dark towards the inidceeper^s bed* 
chamber, .happened t0 n>eet with the trooper, who 
flood liRening to know the intention, of his adver- 
farv." ^'^- Sfgnior^ cried He, whofoever you are, do us ' 

• ' ' 'the 
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Ae .benefit and favour to affift ' us T^ith fotne rofemarj, 
ialt, wine, and oil, in order to curt one of the mo(t 
mighty knightsnen^ant upon earthy who Hes in that 
bed, de^gsrateiy wounded by the hands of an in-* 
<;hant6d Moor that frequents this inn." The officer 
hearing fuch an addrei^, concluded that tibe man 
had loft his fen&s ;.and it .being by this time dawn, 
opened^ the inn-«gate, and calling to the landlord, 
tiol3. htm what this honeft -man wanted. The inn* 
keeper having provided Sancho with the. ingredients, 
he ixn mediately carried them to his mafter, who lay 
holding his head between bis two.haixds, and com- 
plaining very much of the effe£l of the lamp, which, 
however, had done no futther damage than that of 
raifing. a couple of large tumors upon his pate $ 
that which he took for blood being.no other than 
£weat forced out bv the anguiih and pain, he had un* 
dergone. In (hort, ne made a compofition,. by mixing 
the. mat^snals together, and boiling them a good 
while until he found he had brought the whole to. a 
due oonfiflence : then he afked for a phial to contain 
the balfam ; but ad there was. none in. the hcfufe, he 
refoved to cork it up in a tin oil-fiaik, of which the 
landlord made- him • a prefent. Which being done^ 
he-repeated over it mo«e than fonrfcore pater* nofter%. 
with the like number of ave-m»ria's, falve's and 
credo's, accompanying every word with the fign of 
the crofs, by way of benediftion ; and this whole 
ceremony wa^ performed in prefencc pf Sancho, 
the innkeeper and officer ; the carrier having very 
quietly gone to take care of his bcafts. » 

r This preciolis balfam being thus compofcd^ the 
knight was determined to make inftant^ trial ojf the 
efficacy with which he imagined it endued ; and ac- 
cordingly fwallowed about a. pint and a half bi what 
remained in the pot, after the oii-flafkw^s full, whicji 
had fcarce got down hie throat when he bpgan .tp 
vomit in fiich a manner, as left- nothing in his fto- 

mach ; 
6 
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mach ; and a moft copious fnreat breaking out upoil 
him» in confequence of the voilent operation, he de» 
fired they would wrap him up warm, and leave him 
to his repofe. They complied with his requeft, and 
he fell into a profound deep that lafted three hours, 
at the end of which awaking, he found himfelf ex- 
ceedingly refreflied, and fo well removed of his 
brnifes, chat he fcemed perfeftly well ; and implicitly 
believed that he had. now made fure of the balfam 
of Fierabras, which, while he. pofiefTed, he might, 
with the utmoft confidence and fafcty, engage in 
the moft perilous quarrels, combats and havock, 
that could poflibly happen." 

Sancho Panza feeing his mafter recovered to a 
miracle, begged he would beftow upon iiim the fedi- 
ment of the pot, which was no (mall quantity : and 
his requeft being granted, he laid hold of it with both 
hands, and fitting k to his head,, drank off, with 
ftrong faith and eager inclination, almoft as much as 
his Rufter had fwallowed before. But the poor 
fquire's ftomach chanced to be not quite fo delicate 
as that of the knight, and therefore before he could 
difcharge a drop, he fuflered fuch pangs and reach* 
ings, fuch t)ualms and cold fw«ats ; that he verily^ 
believed his laft hour was come ; and in the midft of 
his wamblings and afiIi£iion8 curfed the balfam and 
ihz mifcreaht ihat made it. Don Quixote per* 
ceiving his fituation, fald, *' I believe that all this 
mifcbief happens to thee, Sancho, becaufe thou art 
not a knight : for I am perfuaded, th^t this liquor 
will be of fervice to none but fuch as are of the order 
of knighthood.'* ** If your worfliip knew fo much, 
cried Sancho, woe be, unto me and my whole gene- 
ration i why did you allow me to tafte. it ?" . At 
this inftant the portion began to operate, and the poor 
fquire to oinload at both ends with fuch fury, that 
the mat upon which he had thrown himfelf, and 
the fheet that cov>ered lum> were fpon in a woeful 

pickle ; 
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pickles he fweated and fliivered with fuch violent 
motions and ifits, that not only he himfclf, but every 
body prefent, thought he would have given up thjC 
ghoft» 

This tempeft of evacuation lafted near two hours^ 
at the expiration of which^^he found himfelf far 
from being relieved like his mafter, but, on the cdn«« 
trary fo much fatigued that he was not able to ftand. 
The knight, as we have already obferved^ finding 
Kimfelf in good health and excellent fpirits, longe4 
fervently -to depart in queft pf adventures, thinking 
every minute he fpent in that place was an injury to 
the world in general, and to thofe miferable objeft^ 
who wanted his favour and proteftion ; efpecially 2S 
ixe was now in pofleffion of the certain means of 
fafety and confidence, in that efficacious balfam I^e 
had made. Prompted by thefe fuggeftions, he him- 
felf faddled Rozinante, and with his own hand put 
the pannel upon the beaft of his fquire, whom he alfo 
affilled in getting on his cloaths, and mounting his 
i^fs. He tlxen beftrode his own fteed, and laying hold 
of a pitclifork that ftood in a corner of the yard, 
apprbpriated it to the ufc of a lance ; while all the 
people in the houfe, exceeding twenty perfons, be* 
held him with admiration : the landlord's daughter 
being among the fpe£tators, he fixed his eyes upon 
her, and from time to time uttered a profound figh, 
which feemed to be heaved from the very bottom 
of his bowels; and which, in the opinion of all 
thofe who had fecn him anointed over night, was 
occafioned by the aching of his bones* 

He and his fquire, being by this time nxounted, he 
halted at the gate, and calling to the inkeeper, pror 
nounced, in a grave and folemn tone ; ** Numer6u» 
and mighty are the favours, fir confts^ble, which I 
have received in this caftle of yours, and I fliall think 
myfelf under the higheft obligation, to retain a grate- 
ful remembrance oi your courtefy all tlie days of my 
Vol. I, U life. 
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life. If I can make you .any return, in taking venge- 
ance on fome infolent adverfary wKo hath perhaps 
aggrieved you; know that it is my province and 
profeflior. to affift the helplefs, avenge the injured, 
and chaftife the falfe ; recolleft, therefore, and if you 
have any boon of* that fort to alk, fpeak the word ; 
I promife by the order of knighthood which I have 
received, that you Ihall be righted aud redrefTed to 
your heart's content/* ** Sir knight, replied the 
innkeeper with the fame deliberation, I have no 
occafion for your worfhip's afliftance to redrefs any 
grievance of mine ; for I know how to revenge my 
own wrongs when I fufFer any : all I dcfire is, that 
you will pay the fcore you have run up in this inn, 
for provender to your cattle, and food and lodging 
to yourfelf and fervant.** " It feems then this is an 
inn;" anfwered the knight. ** Aye, and a well-re- 
fpefted one,** faid the landlord. " I have been in a 
miftake all this time, refumed Don Quixote, for I 
really thought it was a caftle ; and that none of the 
meaneft neither : but fince it is no other than a houfc 
of public entertainment," you have nothing to do but 
excufc me from paying a farthing ^ for I can by no 
means tranfgrefs the cuftom of knights-errant, who, 
I am fure, as having read nothing to the contrary *, 
„__ — _ — ^ . . • ■ I ■ ■ . , 

* Don Quixote feems in this place to have forgot one adventure 
ef his great pattern, Orlando, who, while he accompanied Ange- 
lica in her 'flight from Albracca, happened to intrude upon the king 
of the LellrigoM, as he fat at dinner in a valley ; and being in great 
want of vidnals, accofted his moft favagc majefty in thefe words, 
recorded by Boyardo, or rather Bemi, in his poem iotitled Orlandp 
IfiOamorato. 

' Poiche fortuna a queft'ora ne mena 

Da voi, vi prego, che non vi defpiaccia, 
O pe' noilri danari o in cortefia, 
Che noi cenium con voi di compagnia. 
Thus humbly requeuing, that he would either for love or money 
g}vc them a boue to pick. 

never 
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ntvtr paid for lodging nor any thing elfe, in any inn 
or houfe whatfoever/becaufe they had a right and title 
to the beft of entertainment, in recompence for the 
intolerable fufferings they underwent, in feeking ad- 
ventures by night and by day, in winter as well as 
fummer, oh foot and on horfeback, cxpofed to hunger 
and thirft, to heat and cold, and to all the incle- 
mencies of heaven, as well as the iaconveniencies of 
earth," '* All this is nothing to my pnrpofe, faid 
the innkeeper pay me what you owe, and fave all 
your idle tales of knight-errantry for thofe who will 
DC amufed with them ; for my own part I mind no 
tale but that of the money I take." " You are a fancy 
publican, and a blockhead to boot," cried Don Quix- 
ote, who putting fpurs to Rozinante, and brandifh- 
ing his pitchfork, falHed out of the inn without 
oppofition ; and was a good way off before he look*- 
'ed behind to fee if he was followed by his fquire. 
" The landlord, feeing the knight depart v/ithout 
paying, ran up to feize Sancho, who told him, that 
fmce his mailer had refufed to difcharge the bill, he 
muft not expeft any money from him, who, being the 
fquire of a knight-errant, was, as well as his matter, 
bound by the fame law^ to pay for nothing in taverns 
and inm. l^he publican, irritated at this anfwer, 
threatened if he would not pay him, to indemnify 
himfelf in a manner that (hould not be fo much to 
the fquire's liking : but Panza fwore by the laws of 
cTiivalry his matter profeifed, that he would not pay 
a doit, though it (hould coft him his life ; for he 
was refolved that the honourable and ancient cuftoms 
of knight-errantry ihould not be loft through his 
mifbehaviour •, neither fliould thofe fquires, who were 
to come into the world after him, have occafion to 
complain of his condudl, or reproach him with the 
breach of fo juft a privilege. 

As the unfortunate Sancho's evil genius would 
have it, there were among the company that lodged 

H2 thai 
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that night in the houfe, four clothiers of Segovia, 
three pin-makers from the great fquare of Cordova, 
and a couple of (hop-keepers from the market place 
of Seville j all of them brifk jolly fellows, and mif- 
chievous wags* Thefe companions, as if they had 
been infpired and inftigated by the fame fpirit, came 
up to the fquire and pulled him from* his afs ; then, 
one of them fetching a blanket from the landlord's 
bed, they put Sancho into it, and lifting up their 
eyes, perceived the roof was too low for their pur- 
pofe •, therefore determined to carry him out into the 
yard, which had no other ceiling than the Iky : ther« 
placing Panza in the middle of the blanket, they be- 
gan to tofs him on high, and divert themfelves with 
his capers, as the mob do with dogs at Shrove-tide; 
The cries uttered by this miferable vaulter, were fo 
piercing as to reach th? ears of his mafter, who halt- 
ing to Uften the more attentively believed that fome 
new adventure was approaching, until he clearly 
recognized the fhrieks of his fquire : he jmmediately 
turned his horfe, and with infinite ftraining made 
fliif t to .gallop back to the inn y but finding the .gate 
fliut, rode round in fearch of fome other entrance ; 
and when he approached the yard-\vall, which was 
not very high, perceived the difagreeable joke they 
were pradlifing upon his fquire, who rofe in the air, 
and funk again with fuch grace and celerity, that if 
his indignation would have allowed him, I verily bc- 
iieve the knight himfclf would have laughed at the oc- 
cafion. He attempted to ftep from his horfe upon the 
wall, but was fo bruifed and battered, that he could 
not move from his feat ; and therefore, fituated as he 
WHS, began to vent fuch a torrent of reproachful and 
opprobrious language againft Sancho*s executioners, 
that it is impoflible to repeat thelialf of what he faid. 
This, however, neither interrupted their mirth nor 
theif diverfion, nor gave the leall truce to the lament- 
ations of Sancho, who prayed and threatened by turns, 

as 
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as he flew. Indeed nothing of this fort either could 
or did ayail him, until leaving off, out of pure wea- 
rinefs, they thought fit to wrap him up in this great > 
coat, arid fet him on his afs again. The compaffionate 
Maritornes feeing him fo much fatigued, thought he 
would be the better for a draught of water,^ which> 
that it might be tlxe co6ler, fhe fetched from the well \. 
and Sancho hadjuft put the mug to his lips, when his: 
draught was retarded by the voice of his mailer, who 
cried aloud, "Son Sancho, drink not water, drink not 
that which will be the occafion of thy death, my fon '^ 
behold this mpft facred balfam (holdinj^ up the cruze 
of potion ift his hand), two drops of which will effec- 
tually cure thee." At thefe words the fquire eyed him, 
as it were, alkance, and in a ton6 ftill more vociferous^ 
replied, ** Perchance your worfliip has forgot that 
Tam no knight ; or may be, you want to fee me vo» 
mit up all the entrails I have left, after laft night's 
quandary. Keep your liquor for yourfclf, and may 
all the devils in hell give you joy of it ; and leave 
me to my own di fere t ion." He had no fooner prcr- 
aiomiced thefe words than he began to fwallow, an<J 
perceiving at the firft draught, that the cordial wa« 
no other than water, he did not choofe to repeat it ; 
but defired Maritornes . to bring him -fome wine* 
This requcft ittie complied with ve?y cheerfully, and 
paid for it with her own money, for it was repoifted 
of her, that although fhe was reduced to that low 
degree in life, Ihe actually retained fome faint 
iketches and (hadows of the chriftian. 

Sancho having fioilhed his draught, clapped heels 
t6 his afs, and the inn-gate being thrown wide open, 
fallied forth, very well fatisfied with having got o'i 
without paying any thing, although he had fucceeded 
at the cxpence of his fhoulders, which were indeed 
his ufual fureties. True it is, the landlord had de- 
tained his bags for the reckoning ; but thefe Sancho- 
did not mlfs in the confufion of his retreat* As fooa 
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as he was clear of the houfe> the innkeeper would 
have b^rricadoed the gate, had he not been pre- 
vented by the blanket companions, who were of 
that fort of people, who would not have valiied 
Don Quixote a farthing, even if he had been aftuallj 
one of the knights of the round-table. 

C H A P. IV. 

In which IS recounted the difcourfe that pafled be- 
tween Sancho Panza and his mafter Don Quixote ^ 
with other adventures worthy of record. 

C ANCHO made fllift to overtake his mafter^ 
^ fo haggard and difmayed, that he was fcarce able 
to manage his bead ; and when the knight perceived 
his melancholy fituation, " Honeft Sancho, faid he, 
I am nciw convinced beyond all doubt, th^t this caftle 
or inn is enchanted ; for thofe who made fuch a 
barbarous paftime of thy fufferings, could be no 
other than phantoms and beings belonging to the 
other world. I am confirmed in this opinion, from 
having found, that while I was by the wall of the 

fard, a (peftator of the afts of thy mournful tragedy, 
could neither climb over to thy affiftance, nor in- 
deed move from Rozinante, but was fixed in the 
iaddle by the^ power of enchantment ; for I fwear to 
thee, by the faith of my charader! if I could have 
flighted from my deed, and furmounted the wallj 
I Vould have revenged thy wrongs in fuch a man- 
ner, that tliofe idle mifcreatits fhould have remem- 
bered the jeft to their dying day : although I know,' 
that in fo doing, I (hould have tranfgrefled the laws of 
chivalry, which, I have often told thee, do not al- 
low a knight to lift his arm againft any perfon of an 
Inferior degree, except in defence of his own life and 
limbs, or in cafes of the moil prefling neceflity.** 
** So would I have revenged myfelf, faid Sancho, 

knighted 



D O N QJJ I X O T E. 151 

knighted or not knighted ; but it was not in my 
power 5 though I am very" well fatisfied that thofe who 
diverted themfelyes ac my coil were nx> phantoms, 
nor enchanted beings, as your worfliip imagines, but 
men made of fiefh and bones> as we are, and all of 
them have chriftian names, which I heard repeated, 
.while they toiTed me in the blanket : one, for ex- 
ample fs called Pedro Martinez, another Tenor io 
Hernandez, and the innkeeper goes by the name of 
Juan Palameque the left-handed : and therefore, fig- 
nor, your being difabled from alighting and getting 
over the wall, muft have been owing to fomething 
clfe than enchantment* What I can clearly difcern 
from the whole is, that thefe adventures we go in 
fearch of, will, at the long run, bring us into fuch 
mifventures, that we fliall not know our right hands 
from our left : and therefore, in my fmall judgment, 
the beft and whokfomefl: thing we can do, will be to 

i'og back again to our own habitation now, while the 
larveft is going on, to take care of our crops, and 
leave off fauntcring from * poft to pillar, and falling 
out of the frying-pan into the fire, as the faying is." 
*^ How little art thou acquainted, Sancho, replied 
Don Quixote, with the pretenfions of chivalry ! hold 
thy tongue and have patience y for the day will foon 
arrive on which thy own eyes fhall judge what an 
honourable profeiCon it is : pray, tell me now, 
what greater fatisfaftion can there oe in this world, 
or what pleafure can equal that of a conqueror, who 
triumphs over his adverfary in battle ? None fure !^' 
** That may be, anfwered the fquire, though I know 
nothing of the matter. This only I know, that fince 
we have taken up the trade of knights^errant, your 



. • In the original, from Ceca to Mecca ; a phrafe dcri\'td from 
the cuftoms of the Moors, who ufed to go in pilgrimage to thefe tw* 
places. Ceca -was in thQ city of Cordova. 
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lR^o?rflbJp I fticaft, for as to my owin patt, I have no 
inannet of title to be reckoned in fuch an honourable 
lift, we have not gained one battle, except that with 
the Bifcayan ; and even there your wotfhip came off 
Ivith half an ear, and the lofs of one fide of your he!- 
met : from that day to this good hour, our lot hath 
been nothing but cudgelling upon cudgelling, pum- 
ineUing upon pummelling ; except the advantage I 
have had over your worship, in beiifg tofled in a 
blanket by enchanted Moors, whom I cannot be re* 
venged of, in order to know how pleafant a p^flime 
it is to overconie one's enemy, as your worfhip ob»- 
ferves." *^ That is the very grievance, Sancho, un»- 
der which both you and I labour, faid Don Quixote : 
but, for the future, I will endeavour to procure a 
fword tempered with fuch mafterly fkill that flie who 
wears it fhall be fubjeft to no kind of enchantment 2 
and who knows but accident may furnifh me with 
that which Amadis poflefled, when he ftiled himfelf 
the knight of the flaming fword ; and truly it was 
toe of the moft excellent blades that ever a warrior 
unflieathed ; for, befides that fovereign virtue if 
Contained, it cut keen as a razor, and no armour^ 
though ever fo ftrong or enchanted, could ftand before 
its edge." " I am fo devilifhly lucky, faid Sauchot 
that if the cafe was really fo, and your worfliip 
{hould light on that fame fword, it would, like the 
precious balfam be of no fervice or fecurity to an^ 
but your true knights ; and we that are fquires 
might fing for forrow." " Thou muft not be afraid 
of that, replied the knight, heaven will furely deal 
more mercifully with thee." 

In fuch convisrfation, Don Quixote and his fquhti 
JQgged along, when the former difcrying on the 
road in which they travelled, a large and thick cloud 
cif duft rolling towards theiii, turned to Sancho, fay-' 
ing, " This, O Sancho ! is the day that (hall ma- 
Xiifeft the gr^at things which, fortune hath in ftore 

for 
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ibr me ! This, 1 fay, is the day, on which the valour 
of this arm ihall be difplayed as much as upon any 
other occadon : and on which^ I am fefolved to per-' 
form deeds that (hall remain engraven on the leaves 
of fame to alf pofterity ! Seeft thou that cloud of 
duft before us ? The whole of it is raifed by a vaft 
army, compofed of various and mnumearbk n«ition» 
that are marching this way." "By that way of 
reckoning, there muft be two, faid Sancho, for right 
over againft it there is juft fuch another/' Don 
<2juixote immediately turned his eyes, and perceiving 
Sancho'is information to be true, was rejoiced be^ 
yond meafure v firmly believing that what he faw 
were two armies m full march to attack each other^ 
and engage in the middle of that fpacious plain ^ 
for every hour and minute of the day his imagina<^ 
tion was engrofled by thofe battles, inchantments,. 
dreadful accidents, extravagant amours and rhodo- 
mantades,^ which are recoroed in books of chivalry ;. 
and indeed every thing he thought,. faid,.or did,.had'a^ 
tendency that way. 

As for the dufl: he now faw, it was railed by tw9 
flocks of Oieep which chanced to be driven from^ 
diiSerent parts into the fame roadj and were fo-mueb 
involved in this cloud of their own makings that it 
was impoffible to difcem thenr until they were very- 
near. The knigjit affirmed they were armies wila 
&ich aifurance that Saneho a£i;ually believed it^ and 
feid to his matter,. " And pray now,, good your wor— 
iiip, what muft we do ?" *^ What, anCwered Don 
Quixote, but -affift and fupport that* fide which i*. 
weak and difcomfited? Thou « muft know, Sancho>. 
that yonder hott which fronts us, is led^ and com- 
manded by the mighty emperor Alifanfaron, fovereign 
ef the great ifland of Trapoban y ^id that other behind 
us belongs to his mortal enemy the king of the Ga*^ 
ramanteans, known by the name of Pentapolin with 
the naked arm, bccaufc he always goes to battje with 
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.the fleeve of his right arm tucked up." " But why are 
tbofe chieftains fo mifchievoufly inclined towards 
each other ?"*faid Sancho. " The caufe of their en- 
mity, replied the knight, is this : Alifanfaron, who is 
a moft outrageous pagan, is enamoured of Pentapo- 
lin's daughter, a moft beautiful and courteous lady, 
who being a chriffian, her father will by no means 
betroth her to the infidel prince, imlefs he fball firft 
: renounce the law of his falfe prophet Mahomet, and 
become a convert to the true faiths" " Now, by 
my whilkers ! cried Sancho, king PentapoUn is an ho- 
neft man, and I am refolved to give him all the aflift- 
ance in my power." ** In fo doing thou would per- 
. form thy duty, Sancho, faid his mafter, for to en- 
> gage in fuch battles as thefe, it is not neceflary to 
be dubbed a knight." " That I can eafily cempre- 
. hend^ replied the other, but where fliall we fecure 
the afs that we may be f uife of finding him after the 
. fray is over ; for I believe it is not the fafliion now- 
a-days, to go to battle on fuch a beaft/* *' True^ 
faid the knight, and I think^ the beft way will be to 
' leave him to his chance, whether he be loll or not ; 
for we fhall have fuch choice of fteeds, when once 
we have gained the viftory, that Rozinante himfelf 
. will run xome riik of being exchanged for another : 
but obferve and liften attentively i 1 will now give 
thee a detail of the principal knights that ferve in 
thefe two armies ; and that thou mayeft fee and 
- 9iark them the better, let us retire, to yon rifing 
ground from whence we can diftinftly view the line 
of battle in both. They accordingly placed them- 
felves upon a hillock, whence they could eafily have 
. difcemed the two flocks of fheep which Don Quixote 
-metaphorphofed into armies, had not the dull th^y 
raifed confounded and obfcured the view ; but nev^r- 
thelefs, beholding in his imagination that which 
could not otherwife be fecn, becaufe it did not exift, 
he began to pronounce with an audible voice : 

" That 
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** That knight whom thou feeft with yellow ar- 
mour, bearing in his ihield, a lion crowned and 
crouching at th^ feet of a young lady, is the gallant^ 
Laucalco lord of the filver- bridge 5 that other befide 
him, who wears armour powdered with flowers of 
gold, and bears for his device three crowns argent in 
a field azure, is the amorous Micocolembo, grand 
duke of Quiracia ^ and he upon his right hand, with 
thofe gigantic limbs, is the never to be daunted Bran- 
dabarbaran de Boliche, fovereign of the three Ara- 
bias, who comes armed with a ferpent's Ikin, and in- 
ftead of a fhield, brandifhes a huge gate, which it is 
faid belonged to the temple that Samfon overthrew, 
when he avenged himfelf of his enemies at his death : 
but turn thine eyes, and behold in the front of this 
other army, the ever-conquering, and never-conquered 
Timonel de Carcajona, prince of New Bifcay, whofe 
arms are quartered azure, vert, argent, and or 5 amf 
the device in his fliield, a cat or, in a field gules with 
the letters Miau, which conftitute the beginning of 
his lady's name ; and ihe, they fay, is the pcerlcfs- 
Miaulina, daughter of Alfeniquen -duke of Algarve : 
the other who load& and opprefTes the loins of that 
fiery Arabian fteed, with armour white as fnow, and 
a fhield without a device, is a noviciate knight of the 
French ilation, called Pierre Papin, baron of IJtrique : 
the third, who flrikes his iron rowels into the flanks 
of. that fpotted, nimble* Zebra,- is the potent duke 
of Nerbia, efparta-filardo of the wood, who bears in 
his fhield for a device, a bunch of afparagus, with' 
an infcription fignifying, By defliny Trn dogged." 

In this manner did he invent names for a great 
many knights in either army, to all of whom alfo 
he gave arms^, colours, mottos, and devices, without 
the leafl hefitation, being incredibly infpired by the 



* Zebra Ua beautiful creature, native of Arabiai vulgarly called 
.the yild afs. 
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fumes^ df a diftempered ftticy; iMiy, he procefeded 
whhout any paufe, faying, "That fquadron form- 
ing in our front is R)i^pofed of people of divers na- 
tions : there be thofe who drink the delicious waters 
©f the celebrated Xanthus, with the mountaineers 
•who tread the Mafilicaii plains ; and thofe who frft 
the pweft golden ore of Arabia Felix: there alfo 
may be feen the people who fport upon the cool 
and famous banks of the tranflucent 1 hermodonte ;. 
and thofe who condu£l the yellow Pa6tolus in many 
a winding fbreara v the promife-breaking I^umidians ^ 
the Perfians fb^ their archery renowned ; the Par-^ 
thians and the Medes who combat as they fly ; the 
Arabians famed for ihiftbrg. habitations ; the Scy- 
thians cruel as they are fair ; the thick-lipped race of 
Ethiopia, and an infinite variety of other nations^ 
whofe looks I know, and can difcern, though I cannot 
Tec6lle£i: their names. In that other fquadron march 
thofe men who lave in the chryftal current of the olive— 
i>egring Betis ; thofe whofe vifages are cleaned aiird 
polifhed with the limpid wave of the ever rich and 
gofden Tagus ; thofe who delight in the falutiferous 
'4ilraughts of G^nil the divine ; thofe who fcour the 
Tartefian fields Aat with fsit^pafture teem; thofe 
who make merrry in the Elyfian meads of Herezan^j. 
the rich Mangegans crowned with ' ruddy carsv of 
corn ;; thofe cloathed in ileel the bold remains <^r 
ancient Gothic* Wood j thofe who bathe in Pifuerga 
famous for^ its gentle current ;; thofe who feed their 
'Socks upon the fpacious i^ieads^ of the meandering* 
Guadiana> celebrated for it^^fecret courfe; thofe who 
'Ihiver with tftc chill Mafls of the woody -Pyrenees^ 
and thofe wlio feel the fnowy flakes of lofty Appe- 
Bine : in fine, whatever nations Eucope embofoms* 
and contains." 

Heaven prefenre^tts F what provinces did He men- 
tion ! what nations did he name ! beftowin^, with 
^4irondcxfttl facility^ thofe attributes that belonged, ta 

•cacl^ 
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each ; being all the while abforpt> and, as it were^ 
immerfed in the contents of his deceitful books. San- 
cho Panza liftened attentively to his mafter, without 
uttering one fyllable ; and from time to time turned 
his eyes from one fide to another, to fee if he could 
difbem thofe knights and giants who were thus de-* 
fcribed : but not being able to difcover one 'of them^ 
•* Sir, faid he, your worlhip may fay what you pleafe> 
but the devil a man, giant or knight, that you have 
mentioned is there ; at leaft I can fee none : perhaps 
indeed the whole is enchantment, like the phantom^^ 
of laft night.** ** How fayeft thou ? replied Don 
Quixote, doft thou not hear the neighing of fteedsy 
the found of clarions, the noife of drums ?" ^^ I 
hear nothing, anfwercd Sancho, but abundance of 
bleating of ewes and lambs/' And truly that was the 
cafe ; for by this time the two Hocks were pretty 
near them. '* Thy fear, faid Don Quixote, hinders 
thee from feeing and hearing aright i for one efre£t 
of terror is to difturb the fenfes, and make objcds 
appear otherwife than they are : if thou art there- 
fore under fuch confternation retire on one fide, and 
leave me alone ^ for I myfelf am fufhcient t& beftowt 
vidory on that caufe which I efpoufe.** So faying^ 
he clapped fpurs to Rozinante, and putting \his 
'lance in the reft, darted down from the hillock like, 
lightening. In . vain did Sancho bellow forth^ 
•* Turn, fignor Don Quixote : good your worfliip. 
turn ! & help me God! thofe are ewes and lambs 

Zou are going to attack t woe be to the fatlier that 
egat me ! will you not turn i what madnefe pof- 
•fcfles you \ confider here are no giants, nor knights, 
Bor cats, nor arms, nor fliield^ quartered or whole : 
•nor inverted azures^ and the devil knows what : 
*was there ever fuch diltraftion i fmner that I am !" 

The knight however did not regard this excla- 
mation : ixn the contrary he rode on, hauling aloud, 
^ i>o ho; knight3 '• you that attend and ferve under 

the 
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the banners of the valiant emperor Paatapolin with 
. the naked arm, follow me in a body, ana you fhall 
. behold how eafily I will avenge him on his adyeyfaify 
Alifanfaron of Trapoban." . Having uttered thefe 
words he ruilied into the thickeil of the.fquadron of 
.fheep, and began to lay about him, witha^ mugh 
cagernefs and fury, as if he had been a<Sually en- 
gaged with his mortal enemies. The hefdimen and 
ihepherds who were driving the flock, called to him 
to forbear ; but finding their admonition had no ef- 
. feft, they ungirded their flings, and began to falute 
his ears with ftones, the leafl of which was as large 
as an ordinary fift : but he far from min^Hng their 
miflTiles, rode about the fieldj .crying, " Where art 
thou, proud Alifanfaron ? face me if thou dareft ; I 
am but a (ingle knight, who want to prove thy prow- 
efs hand to hand, and facrifice thy life for the iq- 
jujy thou IiiKl done to Pentapolin Garamanta.'* Juft 
. as he pronounced thefe words, he received a pebble 
on his fide, that feemed to have buried a couple of 
.his ribs in his belly ; and gave him fuch a rude fliock, 
that he believed himfelf either dead or defperately 
wounded: then remembering his fpecific, he pulled 
out the cruze, and fetting it to his mouth, began to 
fwallow the balfam ; but before he had drank whatt 
he thought a fuflScient dofe, there came another fuch 
' almond, fo plum upon his hand and cruze, that af- 
ter having fhivered the pot to pieces, it carried off in 
its way three or four of his grinders, and fliattered 
two of his fingers in a grievous manner : in fhort, 
.fo irrefiftible were both the applications, that the 
poor knight could not help tumbling from his horfe. 
The fliepherds immediately came up, and believing 
;him actually dead, gathered together their flock with 
all imaginable difpatch^ and taking their dead, which. 
_might be about feven in number, upon their fhould- 
dersj^ made oiF without any further inc^uiry* 
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All this time Sancho remainccT upon the hill, be- 
holding with amazement the madnefs of his mafter,. 
tearing his beard, and curfing the hour and minute on 
-which it was his fate to kno^y him : and now feeing 
him fallen, and the (hephcrds gone, he defccnded to his 
affi fiance, when finding him ftill fenfibic, though in a 
mifcfable fituation, " Did not I warn you, figncr 
Don Quixote, faid he, to turn, and afllire you that 
thofe you went to attack were no armies, but flocks 
of innocent iheep ?'* **How ftrangcly can that mif- 
creant enchanter, who is my enemy, tranfmography 
things to thwart me ? Know, Sancho, that it is a 
very eafy matter for necromancers to make us af- 
fume what Ihapes they pleafe : and the malicious 
wretch who perfecutes me, envying the glory I fliould 
have gained in this battle, have doubtlefs metamor- 
phofed the fquadrons of the foe into flocks of (heep : 
but thou fhalt do one thing, I intreat thee, Sancho, 
in order to be undeceived and convinced of the 
truth ; mount thy afs, and follow them fair and foftly ; 
and when they are at a convenient diftance from 
bence> thou wilt fee them return to their former 
{hapes, and ceafing to be flieep, become men again, 
right and tight as I at firft defcribed them ; but do 
XK)t go at prefent, for I have occafion for thy fcr- 
vice and affiftance : come hitlier, and fee how many 
teeth I have loft ; methinks there is not one left in 
my whole jaw." 

Sancho accordingly approached fo near at to thruft 
his eyes into his mafter^s mouth, juft at the time 
when the balfam began to operate in his ftomach, 
which with the force of a culverin, difcharged its 
contents full in the beard of the compaflTionatc fquire. 
" Holy virgin * cried Sancho, what is this that hath 
befallen me ? without doubt this poor finner is mor- 
tally wounded, fince he vomits blood*" But con- 
fidering the cafe more maturely, he found by the 
colour,^ taft^} and fmell> that it was not blood, but 

the 
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the balfam he had feen him drink : and f^ch was the* 
loathin^ he conceived at this recognition, that his 
ilomacn turned, and he emptied his bowels upon hi» 
mailer ; fo that both of them remained in a hand*- 
feme pickle, Sancho ran to his afs, for a towel to 
clean them, and fome application for his mrafter^s^ 
hurt I but when he mifled his bags> he had well 
nigh loft his fenfcs v he curfed his fate again, and 
* determined with himfelf to leave the knight,, and re^* 
turn to his habitation, even though he (hould lofe his 
wages for the time he had already ferved, as well as- 
his hopes of governing the ifland of Promife. 

At this jun£lure Don Quixote arofe, and clapping: 
his left hand to his cheek, in ord^r to prevent his 
teeth from falling out, with the rightjaid hold of the 
bridle of Rpzinante, who like a faithful and affec- 
tionate fcfvant, had never ftirred from his matter's 
fide ', and went up to the place where his fquire ftood,. 
leaning upon his afs, with one hand applied to his 
jaw, in the pofture of a perfon who is exceedingly- 
peniive : the knight perceiving him in this fituation^, 
w^ith manifeft (igns of melancholy in his countenance^. 
^' Know, Sancho, faid he, that one man i,s no more 
than another, unlefs he can do more than another^. 
All thofe hurricanes that have happened to us prog- 
nofticate that we foon fhall have fair weather, and 
that every thing will fu^ceed to our wifh : for it is 
impofTible that either good or bad fortune fhould be^ 
•eternal ; and therefore it follows that our adverfity^ 
having lafted fo long, our profperity muft be now 
at hand. Be not grieved then at the misfortunes 
that happen to me, (ince no part of them falls to- 
thy fliare.** ^ ** Not to my ihare ! anfwered Sancho, 
mayhap then he whom they tofTed in the blanket 
yefterday wa« not the fon of my father r and the 
bags that are loft to day, with all the goods in them^ 
belonged fo fome other perfon." " What ! haft thou 
loft the bags, Sancho !" ciicd Don Quixote. •' Yes, 

fureJ'- 



BON Q^U I XOTE. 161 

(lire,** faid the other. ** At that rate, then> we have 
no viftuals to eat ?" refumed the knight : ** That 
would certainly be the cafe, anfwered the fquire, if 
the meadows did not fumifh thofe herbs you fay 
you know with which unfortunate knights like your 
"worfliip are wont to make up fuch lofles,*' " Yes, 
but for all that, replied Don Quixote, I could at pre- 
fent rclilh a luncheon of brown bread, or a loaf, with 
a couple of red herrings, better than all the herbs 
defcribed by Diofcorides, even with the annotations of 
do£tor Laguna ; but, neverthelefs, mount thy beaft, 
lioncft Sancho, and follow me : God, who provides 
all things, will not be wanting to us : more efpecially 
as we are employed in his immediate fervice: he 
faileth not to provide for the gnats of the air, the in* 
fefts of the earth, the fpawn of the fea j and is fo be- 
neficent, as to cauie the fun to ihine upon the good 
and bad, and fendeth rain to the wicked as well as- 
the righteous.^* ** Your worfliip, faid Sancho, h 
more fit to be a preacher than a knight-errant.- 
** Knights-errant, replied his matter, ever hail, and 
ought to have, fome knowledge of every thing: nay^^. 
feme there have been in times paft, who would flop. 
to make a fermon or difcourfe upon the highway^^ 
^th as 'much eloquence as if they had taken their 
degrees at the univerfity of Paris : from whence, it 
may be, inferred, that the lance was never blunted by 
the pen, nor the quill impeded by the lance.'* " What 
▼our worfliip obferves, maybe very true, faid Sancho ;, 
but, in the mean time, let us leave this place, and 
endeavour to get a night's lodging in fome houfe or 
Other, where God grant theremay be neither blankets, 
nor blanketeers, nor phantoms, nor enchanted 
Moors ; elfe, may the devil confound both book 
and crook !" ^ 

*' Implore the prote£lion of God, my ftn, anfwer-^ 
cd the knight, and lead me where thou wilt : for thid 
oncci I leave our lodging to thy care ^ but reach 

hither 
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hither thy hand, and feci with thy finger how many 
teeth I have loft on this right fide of my upper jaw, 
which is the place that gives me the greatcft pain." 
S ancho introduced his fingers, and having carefully 
examined his gums, " How many teeth, faid he» was 
your worOiip want to have in this place ?" " Four^ 
be fides the dog tooth, anfwered Don Quixote, all of 
them found and whole." " Confider what your 
worftiip fays ?" replied Sancho. " I fay four, if not 
five, rcfumed the knight ; for, in all my life, I never 
loll tooth or fang, either by worm, rheum, or fcurTy^** 
'^ At prefent, (aid thfe fquirc^ in that part of the 
lower jaw, your worfliip has but two grinders and a 
half ; and above, neither half nor whole; all is fmooth 
as the palm of my hand." " Cruel fortune ! cried 
Don Quixote, hearing this melancholy piece of 
news, would they had rather dcmoliflied a limb, fo 
it had not been the fword arm : for I would have 
tliee to know, Sanclio>that a mouth without grinders, 
is like a mill without a mill-ftone : and a * tooth is 
worth a treafure, but fuch mifchanccs always attend 
U8 who profefs the ftri£l order of chivalry: get up, 
friend, and lead the way, and I will follow at thy 
own pace." Sancho complied with his defire, and 
took the way that feemed moft likely to lead to fome 
accommodation, without quitting the high road, 
which was thereabouts, very much frequented. While 
they jogged on foftly, becaufe the pain in Don 
Quixote's jaws would not fufFer him to be quiet, or 
exert himfelf in pufliing forward, Sancho being de- 
firous of entertaining and diverting him with his dif- 
courfe, faid, among other things> what will be rc* 
hcarfed in the following chapter^ 



• • I have endeavoured to prcftrvc an alliteration in tooth and trea- 
fure, aftLT the example of Cervantes, who fecnis to have intended 
it; in the words DUnie aud DitmarUt; 



DON QJJ I X O T E- 163 



C H A P. V. 

An account of the fage difcourfe that pafled between 
Sancho and his maftcr : the fucceeding adventure 
of the corpfe, with other remarkable events- 

"IN my opinion, my good matter, all the mifven- 
^ tures, which have this day happened to us, are 
defigned as a punifhment for the fins committed by 
your worfliip, in negled^ing to fulfil the oath you 
took, not to cat off a table-cloth, nor folace yourfeff 
with the queen ; together with all the reft that fol- 
lows, which your worfliip fwore to obferve, until 
fucli time as you could carry off that helmet of Ma- 
landriuo, or how d'ye call the Moor ? lor I don*t re- 
member his right name/' " Thou art very much 
in the right, faid Don Quixote : to deal ingenuoufly 
with thee, Sancho, that affair had aftually flipt out 
of my remembrance j and thou mayeft depend upon 
it, that affair of the blanketing happened to thee 
for the fault thou waft guilty of, in omitting to put 
me in mind of it in time : but I will make an a- 
tonement ; for there are methods for compounding - 
every thing, in the order of chivalry." " Did I fwear 
any thing?" replied Sancho. " Your not having 
iworn is of no importance, (aid Don Quixote ; it is 
enough that I know you to be concerned as an ac- 
ceffary ; and whether that be the cafe or not, it will 
not be amifs to provide a remedy." " Well then, re- 
plied the fquire, I hope your worfhip will not forget 
this, as you did the oath: perhaps the phantoms 
may take it in their heads again, to divert themfelyes 
with me, and even with your worfliip, if they find 
you obftinate." 

In this and other fuch difcourfe, night overtook 
them in the midft of their journey, before they could 
Jight on or difcover any houfe where they could pro« 

cure 
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cure lodging : and what was wprfe, they were almod 
famiflied : for in their bags they had loft their whole 
buttery and provifion: nay, to crown their misfor- 
tane^ an adventure happeried to them, that withou^t 
any exaggeration, might have aftually paiTed far 
fomething preternatural. Though the knight (hut 
in very dark, they continued travelling, Sancho be- 
lieving, that, as they were in the king's highway^ 
they Ihould prpbably iind an inn at the diftance of a 
league or two. 

Jogging on therefore, under cloud of night, the 
fquire exceeding hungry, and the matter very well 
difpofed to eat, they defcried upon the road before 
them a vaft number of lights, tliat feemcd like mo- 
ving ftars, approaching them. Sancho was con- 
founded at the fight, the meaning of which even 
Don Quixote could not comprehend : the one check- 
ed his afs, the other pulled in his horfe^s bridle, and 
bgth halted, in order to gaze attentively at the ap- 
parition of the lights, which feemed to increafe the 
nearer they came. This being perceived by the 
fquire, he began to quake like quickfilver; and the 
hair briftled upon Don Quixote's head : neverthelefs, 
recoUefting himfelf a little, ** Without doubt^ San- 
cho, faid he, this mutt be a vaft and perilous advent 
ture, in which I (hall be obliged to exert my whole 
ftrength and prowefs." ** Woe is me ! cried oanchp^ 
if perchance this fhould be an adventure of phantomS)^ 
as I am afraid it is, whete (hall I find ribs for the 
occafion ?" " Phantoms or not^ phantoms, fjrid the 
knight, I will not fuffer them to touch a thread of 
thy cloaths : if they made merry at thy expence be-^ 
fore, it was owing to my incapacity to climb over 
the yard wall : but at prefent we are in an open fields, 
where I can manage my fword as I pleafe." ** But 
if they (hould benumb and bewitch you,, as they 
did in the mornine, faid the fquire, what benefit 
iball I receive from beij^ in the open field ?'* " Be 

that 
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that as it will, replied Don Quixote, I befeech thee, 
Sancho, be of good courage ; and thou (halt fcon 
know by experience, how much I am mafter of that 
virtue." Sancho accordingly promifed to do his 
beft, with God's affiftance : then they both ftept to 
one fide of the road, and began to gaze again with 
great attention : while they were thus endeavouring 
to difcern the meaning of the lights, they perceived 
a great number of perfons in white : which dreadful 
vifion entirely extinguifhed the courage of Sancho 
Panza, whofe teeth began to chatter, as if he had 
been in the cold (it of an ague ; and this agitation 
and chattering increafcd, when they faw them 
more diftinftly : for, (irft and foremoft appeared 
about twenty perfons on horfeback, all of them 
cloathed in white, with each a lighted flambeau in 
his hand, muttering in a low and plaintive tone. 
Behind them came a litter covered with black, fol- 
lowed by fix mounted cavaliers in deep mourning, 
that trailed at the very heels of their mules, which 
were eafily diftingui(hed from horfes, by the flow- 
nefs of their pace. 

This ftrange vifion, at fiich an hour, and in fuch a 
^efert place, was, furely, fufficient to fmite the heart 
of Sancho with fear, and ieven make an imprelTion 
upon his mafter ; and this would have been the cafe, 
had he been any other than Don Quixote : as for 
the fquire, his whole ftock of refolution went to 
wreck. It was not fo with his mafter, whofe ima- 
gination clearly reprefented to him, that this was 
€xaftly an adventure of the fame kind with thofe he 
had read in books of chivalry: that the clofe litter 
was a bier, in which was carried fome dead or 
wounded knight, the revenge of whofe wrongs was 
rcferved for him alone : wherefore, without can- 
va(&ng the matter any further, he fet his lance in 
the reft, fixed himfelf in his feat, and with the 
moft genteel and gallant deportmenti placing hini- 

felf 
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feJf in the middle of the road^ through which they 
were indifpenfibly obliged to pafs ; he raifed his voice, 
and called to them as they approached : 

** Halt, knights, whofoever ye are, and give an ac- 
count of yourfclves : whence come ye ? whither go 
ye ? and what are you .carrying ofF in that bier ? 
for, in all appearance, you have either done or re- 
ceived an injury ; and it is neceflary and convenient 
that I fliould know it, in order to chaftife you for 
M'^hat you are now doing, or revenge the wrong you 
have already done." " We are at prcfent, in a hurry, 
replied one of the phantoms in white ; the inn we 
intend to lodge at is far off, and we cannot flay to 
give fuch a tedious account as you defire/* So 
&ying, he fpurred on his mule ; while Don Quixote, 
mightily incenfed at this reply, laid hold of his bri- 
dle, faying, *^ Stand, and anfvver the queflions I 
have aflced, with more civility j otherwife I will give 
batle to you all." 

The mule being fkittifh, was frighted in fuch a 
manner, 'at being feized by the bridle, Aat rearing 
on her hind feet, fhe fell backward upon her rider ; 
and a fervant on foot, feeing his mafter fall, b^gan 
to revile Don Quixote, whofe cholef being already 
provoked, he couched his lance, and without hefita- 
tion attacked one of the mourners, who foon fell 
to the ground, moft miferably mauled : then wheel- 
ing about upon the reft, it was furprifing to fee with 
what difpatch he affaulted and put them to the rout ! 
while Rozinante afted with fuch agility and fury, that 
one would have fvvorn, at tjiat inflant, a pair of 
wings had fprung from his back. All the fquadron 
arrayed in white, was compofcd of timorous and un- 
jarmed people, who were fain to get out of the fray as 
foon as poflible, and began to fly acrofs the plain, 
with their lighted torches, lik::; ^o many mafkers in 
carnival time. The mourners being involved and 
intangled in their long robes, could not (lir out of the 

7 way; 
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'Way ; fo that t)on Quixote, without running any 
rifle, drubbed them all round, and obliged them at 
length to quit the field, much again ft their inclina- 
tion ; for they actually believed he was no man, but 
a <levil incarnate, who lay in wait to carry off the 
ilead body that was in the litter. 

All this while Sancho ftood beholding with admi- 
ration the courage and intrepidity of the knight ; 
faying within himfelf, ** This mafter of mine is cer- 
tainly as ftrong and valiant as he pretends to be." 

Mean while, Don Quixote, by the light of a torch 
that lay burning on the ground, perceiving the firft 
-whom the mule overthrew, rode up to him, and 
clapping the point of his lance to the poor man's 
throat, commanded him to yield; otherwife he would 
put him to death. To this declaration, the other 
anfwered, " Methinks I am already fuificiently quiet ^ 
for one of my legs is broke, fo that I cannot IHt ; 
I befecch your worfhip, therefore, if you be a chrif- 
tian, nol to kill me, as in fo doing you will com- 
mit the horrid fin of facrilege ; for I am a licentiate, 
and have taken holy orders.'* " If you are an ec- 
elefiaftic, what the devil brought you here ?" cried 
Don Quixote. " The devil indeed I think it was," 
anfwered the overthrown prieft : ** You will have to 
<lo with worfe than the devil, faid the knight, if you 
rcfufe the fatisfaftion I at firft demanded.^' " That 
is eafiiy granted replied the other; and in the firft 
place your worfhip muft know, that though I juft now 
called myfelf a licentiate, I am no more than a ba- 
chelor : my name is Aionzo Lopez : I was born at 
Aleovendas; and now come from the city of Bac^a, 
in company with eleven other priefts, who are thofe 
who fled with the torches: we are conveying to Se- 
govia that litter which contains the corpfe of a gen- 
tleman who died in Bac^a, where it was depofited till 
now (as I was faying), that we are carrying his bones 
to be interred at Segovia, which was the place of his 

na« 
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nativity." " And who kille4 him ?" faid Don QuiYotei 
** God himfelf, replied the batchelor, by means of a 
j>e{lilential calenture that feized him !'' " At that 
rate, refumed the knight, the Lord hath fayed me 
the trouble of avenging his death, as I would have 
done, had he been flain by any mortal ^rm v but, 
.confidering how he died, ther^ is nothing to be done, 
except to fhrug up our (houlders, in filence : for 
this is all that could happen, even if I myfelf (hould 
fall by the fame hand ; and I defire your reverence 
would take notice, that I am a knight of La Mancha, 
called Don Quixote, whofe office and exercife it is 
to travel through the world, redrefling grievances and 
righting wrongs *.*' ** I do not know how you can 
call this behaviour righting wrongs, faid the batchelor : 
I am fure you have changed my right into wrong, by 
breaking my leg, which will never be fet to rights 
■again fo long as I live ; and the grievances you hav# 
redrefled for me, have been to aggrieve me in fuch a 
manner, as that I fhall never <;eafe to grieye at my 
mifventure, in meeting with you, while you was in 
fearch of adventures." ^* All things do not equally 
fucceed, obferved the knight ; it was the misfortune 
of you and your companions, Mr, Bachelor Alonzo 
XiOpez, to travel in the night, with thefe furpli'ces 
and lighted flambeaus, finging aU the way, before 
people clad in deep mourning, fo that you feemed a 
company of ghofts broke from the other world j 
therefore I could not help performing my duty in 
attacking you : and 1 would have behaved in the 
fame manner, had I aftually known you to be really 
and truly the inhabitants of hell } for fuch ind^d I 
thought you were/* " Since my hard fate would 
have it fo, faid the batchelor, I intreat your wor- 

* Knights enga^d themfeWes, by oath, to prot«<% the widow and 
the orphan, to redre£> all injuries, and, in a fpecial manner, to defen^ 
ike charadett of ladies by lorce of sif tna. ^ 

fliip 
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flT3p,SirTcnight-errant, who have been the caufe of an 
unlucky errand to me, to help me from getting under 
the mule, which k* ::ps one of my legs faft jammed 
between the.ftirrup and the faddle." " I might have 
talked on till morning, faid the knight ; *why did not 
you inform me of your diftrefs fooner ?" / 

He then called aloud to Sancho, who was in no 
liurry to hear him, but bufy in rummaging a fump* 
tcr-mule >Vhich thofe honeft priefts brought along 
-with them, well fumiflied with provifions. Having 
tnade a bag of his great <:oat, into which he crammed 
as much of their viftuals as it would hold, he loaded 
his afs with the bundle, and then running up td 
his mafter, helped to free Mr. Batchelor from the 
-^ppreffion of his mule, on which having mounted 
him, with a torch in his hand, Don Quixote advifed 
him to follow the route of his companions ; and de* 
iired him to beg their pardon in his name, for the 
injury he had done them, as it was not in his power 
to avoid it. Sancho like wife interpofing, faid^ " If 
in cafe the gentlemen, {hould want to know who the 
valiant hero is who put them to flight, your worfhip 
Tnay t^ll them, that he is the famous Don Quixotfe 
-de la M'.mcha, otherwife furnamed the Knight of th« 
Rueful Countenance. 

Thus difmifled, the batchelor purfued his way 5 and 
the knigL* alked what had induced Sancho now, ra-t 
^her than at any other time to ftile him' the Knight 
of the Rueful Countenance. " Truly, anfwered San- 
*cho, I have been looking at you fome time by the 
Jight of that torch the unfortunate traveller held in 
his hand 5 and in good faith, your wdrfliip cuts the 
jnoll difmal figure I have alrnofl ever feen ; and it 
-muft certainly be occafioned either by the fatigue 
you have undergone in this battle, or by the want 
of* your teeth.'" " Tha:t is not the cafe> replied his 
anaiter ; but the fage who is deftined to write the 
hiftory of my exploits, hath thought proper that I 
- Vol. I, I (hould 



170 The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

Ihould aflume fome appellation, by the example of 
former knights, one of whom took the title of the 
Flaming Sword ; another of the V nicom j a third of 
the Ladies I a fourth of the Phoenix; a fifth of 
the Griffin; a fixth called liimfelf tlie Knight of 
Death : and by thefe epithets and fymbols they were 
kn'ovtrn all over the face of the earth ; and therefore 
I fay, that the forementioned fage hath now put it 
into thy thoughts, and dire£bed thy tongue to call me 
the Knight of the Rueful Countenance ; an appel- 
lation that henceforward I adopt : and that it may 
fuit me the better, I am refolved to have k moft 
woeful figure painted upon my fhield with the firft 
opportunity." ** There is no occaiion faid Sancho, 
to throw away time and money on fuch a device ; your 
iBVOrfhip has nothing more to do but uncover your 
iace: and I'll warrant thofe who behold it will call 
it a rueful one, without your having recourfe to pic- 
tures and fhields to explain your meaning; and you 
jtnay believe I tell ^ou nothing but the truth, when I 
maintain, though it be but in jefl« that hunger and the 
want of teeth makes your worlhip look fo ill-favour- 
cdly, tliat we m^y very well fave the expence of a 
^ueful pifturc.** 

Don Quixote could not help laughing at the plea* 
iantry of bancho, though he a^ually determined to a£- 
fume that name, and have his ihidd and tai^et painted 
According to his fancy* ^ '* I know, jSancho, laid he, 
that I have incurred the ifentence of excommunication, 
for having laid violent hands on confecrated things, 
according- to the canon ; ' Si i|uis fuadente diaboTo, 
&c.' yet you know I touched them not with my 
hands, but with my lance; and even then never 
dreamed of injuring priefts, or of giving the fmalleft 
offence to the church, which I refpeA and adore, 
like a faithful catholic and Chriflian as I am | but/ on 
the contrary, took them for phantoms and beings 

of another world ; but the cale being as it is, I re- 
member 
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member what happened to the Cid Ruy DiaZ| who 
£roke to pieces the chair of a certain kin^s ambaf- 
fador, in prefence of his holinefs the pope i Tor which 
outrage he was excommunicated ; and that very day 
the w.orthy Rodrigo de Vivar behaved like a vaJiant 
and honourable knight." 

The batchelor being gone, as we have obfervcd, 
without anfwerin^ one word, Don Quixote expreffed 
a defire of examinmg the litter, to fee if it really con- 
tahted d corpfe -, but Sancho would by now means 
confciit to this inquiry^ faying, ** Your worfliip 
lias already finiihed this perilous adventure, with lefs 
damage to yourfelf than I havis feen you receive in 
any other; but the people whom you have con^ 
^uered and overthrown may chance to recolle£l: that 
^ey were vanquiihed by a tingle man, and be fo 
fnuch afliamed and confounded at their own coward* 
ice as to rally, and if they find us, give us out belly- 
full. Dapple is at prefeat very comfortably furnifh- 
ed; there is an uninhabited mountain hard by, hun- 
ger Hs craving, we have nothing to do but retreat 
thither at a gentle trot: and, as the faying is, *.the 
•dead to the bier, and the living to good cheer/ With 
thefe words he took the lead with his afs, and the 
knight thinking there was a good deal of reafon in 
what he . fa'd, followed him very peaceably, with- 
out making any reply* 

When they had travelled a Kttle way betu'cen two 
hills, they found themfelves in a fpacious and retired 
valley, where they alighted i Sancho unloaded the afs, 
they fat down on the green turf, and, with hunger 
for their fauce, difpatched their breakfaft, dinner^ 
afternoon's luncheon, and fupper at one meal ; fola- 
cing their ftomachs out of more than one bafket^ 
which the eccletiaftical attendants of the defun£):» 
who feldom negle£fc thefe things, had brought along 
-with them on their fumpter-mule : but another mi£ 
fortune befel tliem^ which, in Sancho's opinio^, was 

I 2 the 
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the worft tliat could happen ; they had not one drop 
of wine to drink, nor indeed of water to cool their 
throats, fo that they were parched with third : then 
the fquiie, perceiving the meadow where they fat was 
overgrcwn with green and tender grafs, made the 
propofaL which njay be feen in the following chapter. 

C H At. VL 

Of the unfeeri and unheard of adventure atcheived by 
the valiant Don Quixote de la Mancha, "with Icfs 
hazard than' ever attended any exploit performed 
by the moll renowned knight on earth. 

^ ^HIS grafs, my good mafter, proves beyond 
-■' all contradiftion, that there muft be fome 
fpring or rivulet hereabouts by which it is watered ; 
^nd therefore, we had better proceed a little 'farther, 
until \ve find wherewith to allay this terrible thirft, 
which is more painful and fatiguing than hunger 
alone." This advice appearing rational to Don 
Quixote, he took hold of Rozinante's bridle, and 
Sancho leading Dapple by the halter, after he had 
loaded him again witn the fragments of their fupper, 
they began to move farther into the meadow, at a 
venture : for the night Wa^ fo dark, they could not 
diflinguifti one objeft from another: but they had 
not gone two hundred paces, when their ears were 
fainted with a prodigious noife of water, that feemed 
to rufli down from fome huge and lofty rocks : they 
were infinitely rejoiced at the found, when halting to 
liilen, that they might know whence it came, tlicy 
wtre all of a fudden furprifed with another kind of 
r.oife, that foon damped the pleafure occafioned by 
the water, efpecially in Sancho, who was naturally 
fearful and faint- hearted : I fay they heard the found 
of regular (Irokcs, accompanied with ftrange clank- 
ing of iron chains, which, added to the dreadful 

din 
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din of the cataraft, would have fmote the heart of 
a«y other but Don Quixote with fear and conller- 
nation- 

The night, as we have ahready' obferved, was dark,- 
our travellers happened at this time to be in a grove 
of tall trees, whofe leaves, moving gently by the wind, 
yielded a fort of dreary whifper : fo that the folitude 
of the place, the darknefs ot the night, the noife or 
the water, and ruftiing of the leaves^ concurred to in- 
fpire them with horror and. difmay : the rnore fo, as 
the ftrokes were continued, the w:ind (ighed on, aad 
the morning was far ofFj zi^d aU tliefe circumftanccs 
were aggravated by the ignorance of thep^ce in which 
they were. But Don Quixote, encouraged by hi^ 
own intrepid heart, mounted Rozinante, braced his 
fliield, and brandifhing his lance, *^ Friend Sandra, 
cried he, know that I was born by heaven's appoint- 
ment in thefe iron times to revive the age of .^oixl, . 
or, as it is ufually called the golderi .age.. I am he 
for whoni ftrange perils, valiant deeds, and vafl ad- 

'^ihldUi ai*^ irefefved ! V am fiej I lay, orctam^aci t'> 
re-eftabliik.the kni^ts^of the Round Tables the twelve- 
peers of Fraqce, with tKc nine worthies ; he . whole 
feats fhall bury in oblivion the Platirs, Tablantes, 
Olivantes, and Tirantes, the Fdbufes and BcHanifes, 
together with the whole tribe of knights-errant who 
lived in former times; performing fuch , mighty and 
amazing deeds of arms, as will eclipfe their rnifl. re- 
nowned a£)ts ! Confider well, thou true and loyal^ 
fquire, the darknefs and the folemn ftillnefs. of this 
nighty the indiftin£t and hollow whifpering of thefe 
trees, the diceadful din of that water we came to feek,, 
which feems to rufli and rumble down, from tlie lofty 
mountains of the moon ; together with thefe iiicef— 
fant ftrokes that ftrike and wound our ears r all thofe 
circumftances united^ or each fingly by itfelf, is, fuE- 
ficient to infufe fear, terror,, and difmay into the 
hreaft of Mars himfclf 5,hut much more in hioi who is 
? . • I 2^. ako-> 
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altogether unaccuftomed to fuch adventures and 
events. Yet fill I have dcXcribed are only incentives 
that awaken my courage, and already caufe tpj heart 
to rebound vvithin my breaft, with defire to atchievc 

vthis adventure, howfocver difficult it may appear to 
be ! Therefore ftraiten Rozinante's girth, Tccomv 

tinend thyfelf to God, and waitfof me in this place, 
three days at farth^ft, within which time, if I come 
not back, thou mayft return to our vilkge, and as 
the laft favour and lervice done to me, go from thence 
to Tobofo, and inform my incomparable miftrefs 
Dulcinea, that her Captive knight died in attempting 
things that might render him worthy to be called 
her lover." 

When Sancho heard thefc laft words of his maftef, 
he began to blubber with incredible tendernefs. ** I 
cannot conceive, faid he, why your worfhip fhould at- 
tempt fuch a terrible adventure : it is now dark and 
nobody fees us ; therefore we may turn out of this 
road and avoid the danger,, though we ihould not tafte 
ilqudftheie' three days; and it nobody fees us, we 
run no ri(k of being accufed of cowardice y befideS) 
I have heard the curate of our town, whom your 
worfhip knows very well, remark in his preachings 
* he that feeketh danger, periftieth therein :' therefore 
it muft be a fin to tempt God by engaging in this 
ra(h. exploit, from whence there is no efcaping with- 
out a miracle : and heaven hath wrought enow of 
them already, in preferving you from being blanketed 
as I was, and bringing you off conqueror, and found 
wind and limb, from the mtdft of fo many advcrfa* 
ries as accompanied the dead man : and if all thi$ 
will not move you, nor foften your rugged heari;i 
fure you will relent, when you confider and are af- 
fured that your worfliip will be fcarce gone froia 
hence, when I fhall, through pure fear, yield my life to 
any thing that may choofe to take it. I left my ha- 
bitation, wife and children^ to come and ferve your 

worJlii?* 
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trorihip, believing it would be the better, not the 
tiTorfe for me fo to do : but as greedinefs burfts the 
bag, fo is the bag of my hopes burden ; for whet^ 
tiiey arc at the higheff pitch, in expeftation of that 
eurft unhicky ffland your worflilp has promifed me 
fo often, I find, in lieu of that, you w^nt to make me 
amends by leaving me in this defert^ removed from all 
kuman footfteps : for the love of Ggd, dear mailer, do' 
me not fuch wrong ; or if your worlhip ia refolved to 
attempt this atchievcment at any rate^ at leaft delay id 
till morning, which, according to the figns I learned 
when I was a (hepherd, will appear in lefs than three 
Iiours ; for the muzzle of the bear * is at top of his 
head, andihews midnight in the line of the left paw." 

" How canft thou perceive, faid Don Quixote, fliat 
fine or head, or muzzle, thou talkeft of; when the night 
is fo dark that there is not ailar to be fcen ?" " It is fo,. 
anfwered Sancho, but fear hath many eyes ; /and I can 
5it pr^fent hchold things thHt are hrd r/ithh the bo^^eI^ 
of the earth, much more thofe that appear in the firma-' 
tnent above : a man of found judgment, like me, can 
eafily foretel that it will foon be day." •* Let it come 
when it will, anfwered Don Quixote, it (hall not be faid 
of me, either now or at any other time, that I was di- 
verted by tears and intreaties from doing what I owed 
to the cuiloms of chivalry: I therefore befeech thee, 
SanchO) to hold thy peace ; for God> who hath put 
it in my heart to attempt this dreadful and unfeen ad- 
venture, will doubtlefs take care of my fafety, and 
comfort thee in thy affliftion : thy bufinefs at prefent is- 
to gird fad Rozinante, and remain in this place \ for 
dead or alive I will foon return." 

Sancho finding this was the final refolution of his 
maftcr, and how little all his tears, advice, and in- 
treaties availed^ determined to make ufe of ftratagem 
■' ■ ' I ■ , . . ■ j " 

•" In Caftiliati, Bocina figaifies a cornet or hunting-horn, to which- 
the Spaniards fuppofe the conftellation of Urfa Minor beais fome re- 
fembUnce* 

I 4 to 
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to detain the knight, if pofTible, till morning : witB 
this purpofe, under pretence of adjufting the girth of 
Rozinante, he fair and foftly, without-being perceived,^ 
tied two of the horfe's feet together with the halter 
of Jiis afs, in fuch a manner that, when Don Quixote 
attempted to -depart, he found it impoflible, becaufe 
his floed could move no otherwife than by leaps^ 
The fquire perceiving the fuccefs of- his inventionji 
•^ Sir, faid he, you may fee that Heaven, melted by my- 
tears and prayers, hath ordained that Rozinan^e fhall 
not ftir; and if you obflinately perfift in fpurring an4 
driving him on, you will only give offence to Provi- 
dence, and a's the faying is, kick againft the pricks.'* 
The knight aftually defpaired of makiijg him go 
forward, becaufe the more he goaded his horfe, the 
lefs was he inclined to ftlr : and therefore wii:hout 
gue/Cng a tittle of the ligature, thought proper to 
lubmit and wait with patience, either till morningt 

■ ' ■ -^ • >- '^ -^ ' "''- of 

t>r lucn irnic »» j.xu-/.iii<tiii«. niuuia recover rtitr *•*— .* 

bis limbs ; believing for certain that his difappoint- 
mcnn wae owing to tvnodier caufe tb^n the craft q£ 
his fquire, to Vhomhe faid : " Since Rozmante is inca- 
pable of moving, I am content to wait for the dawn, 
tJiough I cant)ot help lamenting its delay." •* You. 
fliail have no oaufe of lamentation, anfwered l^anchot. 
I will entertain your v(orfliip with telling ftories till 
day,, unlefs you chufq to alight, and take a nap on 
the foft grafs, according to the cuftom of knights-er- 
rant, that you may find yourfclf refreihed when day 
breaks,, and' ready to undertake the unconfcionable 
adventure that, awaits you." " Talk not to me of 
alighting or fleeping, faid Dori Quixote, doft thou 
ipiagine me to be one of tliofc knights who feek theic 
repofe in time of danger ? Sleep thou who. waft 
born to fleep, or follow thineown inclinations ; for my 
own part I will behave as becomes a perfon of my 
pretenfions." " Let not your worfliip be offended ; 

for that, wa^ not. my intention v-hen I fpoke,*' an- 
fwered 
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fwered Sancho, who coming clofe t© him, laid hold of 
the faddle before and behind, and ftood embracing 
his mailer's left thiglv without daring to ilir a linger'a- 
breadth from the fpot j.fuch was his confternation in^ 
%ired by the ilrokes>. which all this time founded aW 
ternately in his cars. . 

Then Don Quixote claiming his promife of enter— 
tainiag him with fome (lory ; " I would with all my 
beart, faid Sancho,. if the dread of what I hear would 
allow me ; but never thclefs I will try to force out 
one ftory, which if I hit it aright, without letting it flip* 
4hrough my hands, is the beft tale that ever was told i, 
therefore I would have your worfhip be attentive, for 
thus I begin: 

<* There was, fo there was ; the good that fhall^ 
fall hetide us all j and he that feeks evil,, may he* 
sieet with the devil. Your worfhip may take notice,. 
Aat the beginning of ancient tales, is not- jufl what 
came into the head of the teller : po, they, always 
began with fon^e'faying of Cato the .Cqnfor of Rome^ 
like this, of ^He that feeks evil, may he meet with 
the. devil/ And truly it comes as pat to the pur— 
pofc as the ring to my finger, ia order ty perfuade 
-your worfhip to remain where you are^ without going 
in fearch of evil in any manner of wajy •,. or elfe to turn 
kxto another road, fince we are not bound to foUov" 
this in which we have been fuipprifed- ytith fear and 
terror." ** Follow thy ftory, Sancho, feid Don 
Qui35otc, and as to the road we have to follow, leave: 
the care of that to me.'** •*' To proceed then, faidt^ 
-Sancho : In a certain village of Lflrerpadura, there 
lived, a certain goat-fhepherd, I mean one that kept 
•goats i and this fhepherd or goatherd,, as the ftory^ 
goes, was called Lope Ruyz y and ^t came to pafa,. 
that this Lope Ruyz fell in lo.ve with a Ih^pherdefs 
whofe name was Torralva ; which fhepherdefs, whofe: 
aume wa^ Torralva, was the daughter pf a rich hcrdf-- 
man 5, and this rich herdfman'' r 

-. Is. "If 
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** If thou telleft thy tale in this manner, cried Don 
Quixote, repeating every circuniftance twice over y it 
will not be finifhed thefe two days ; proceed therefore 
corrededly, and rehearfe it like a man of under- 
(landing; otherwife thou hadft better hold thy 
tongue." **In my country, anfwered ,Sancho, all 
the old ftories are told in this manner ; neither can I 
tell it in any other ; nor is it civil in your wotfhip to 
defire I fhould change the cuftom." " Take thy own 
way faid the knight, and fmce it is the will of fate 
that I fhould hear thee, pray go on/' 

« Well then, good matter of mine, proceeded San- 
cho, that fame fhepherd,^s I have already remarked, fell 
in love with the fhepherdefsTorralva, who was a thick 
brawny wench, a little coy, and fomewhat mafculine ; 
for flie wore a fort of muftachios : methinks I fee 
her now for all the world." " Then thou kneweft 
het?" faid** the knight. "Not I, anfwered the 
fquir^ but the perfon who told me the ftory, faid it 
was, fo true aild certain, that if ever I fhould chance 
to tdt it again, I might affirm upon oath, that I had 

fcen it with my own eyes ^^ And fo, in procefs of 

time, the devil, who never -fleeps but wants to have 
a finger in every pye, managed matters in fuch a man- 
ner, that the fhepherd's love for the fhepherdefs 
was turned into malice and deadly hate : and the 
caufe, according to evil tongues, was a certain quan^* 
tity of fmall jealoufies fhe gave him, exceeding all 
bounds of meafure. And Tuch was the abhorrence 
the fhepherd conceived for her, from that good day 
forward, that in order to avoid the fight of her, he re- 
folved to abfent himfelf from his own country, and 
go where he fhould never fet eyes on her again. Tor- 
ralva, finding herfelf defpifed by Lope, began to love 
^ him more than ever." ** That is the natural difpo- 
fition of the fex, faid Don Quixote, to difdain thofe 
-who adore them, and love uiofe by whom they arc 
dbhorred : but proceed Sancho." 

"It 
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** It fo fell out, faid Sancho, that the flicpherd put 
his refolution in praftice, and driving his goats before, 
him, travelled through the plains of Eltremadura,- 
towards the kingdom of Portugal. Torrolva having^ 
got an inkling of his defign, was foon at his heelsj. 
following him on foot, aye, and barefoot too, with a 
pilgrim's ftafF in her hand, and a wallet at her back/ 
in which, as the repoi;t goes, (he carried a bit of a 
looking-glafs, a broken comb, and a kind of vial oF 
wafh for her complexion ; but howfomever, .whether 
ihe carried thefe things or not, I ihall not at prefent 
taki^ upon me to aver j but only fay what is recorded, 
that the fhepherd came with his flock to the river 
Guadiana, which at that time was very high, having 
almoft forfaken its channel : and finding at the place 
neither boat inor bark to carry himfelf and his flock. 
to the other' fide^ he was very much in the dumps- 
becaufe he faw Torralva behind him, and knew what 
he mufl: fuflrer from her tears and complaints : but 
looking about, he at laft perceived hard by him x 
£{herman in a boat, that was fo fmall as to contaia 
only one perfun and one cojit: nevcrthelefs they 
ftruck up a bargain, by whicn the man was to ferry, 
over the fliepherd with his diree hundred goats. Ac- 
cordingly the fiOierman took one goat into the boat 
and carried it over^ then he returned^ and carried 
over another, then he returned again to fetch ano- 
, ther. Pray, good your i*rorftiip, keep an exadl: ac- 
count of the goats, as the fifherman ferried them 
over y for if one only (hould be loft in the reckoning, 
the ftory will break ofl^ and it will be impofTible for 
me to relate one word more. To be Ihort then, I 
fay, the landing-place on the other fide being full 
of mud and flippery, was a great hindrance to the 
fifherman in his going and coming; but however he 
returned for xhe other goat, and then for fome 
morC) and then for another. "^ 

\ I (^ •* Sup- 



i»3 Tfte A TCfrrFV EVENTS of 

" Suppofe them all paiTed over ^t once, faid Don 
Quixote, for if thou goeft backwards and forwards 
ih this nianner^ thou writ not have them all ferried 
•ver in a year.'** ** How many have already pafled ?''" 
^faid the fquire* /^ How the devil fhould I know?'* 
anfwered the knight. " Did not I tell you te keep a 
good account? faid Sancho, now before God! the 
tele is endfed^and it is impoffible to proceed.** " How 
can that be ? replied Don Quixote, is it fo eifential to 
the ftory to know the number of goats as they pafP* 
ed, fo precifely, that if I mifreckcn one thou canft 
not proceed P* ** Certainly,, fir,, faid Sancho, I can 
proceedi iii no manner of way : for when I defired 
your worfhtp to tell me what number of goats had. 
pafledj and you anfwered you did not know ; at that 
inftant the whole of the ftory that remained untold, 
Tianifhed from my remembrance ; and upon my eon-- 
feience I; it. was very curious and entertaining." ** At. 
that rate then the flory is. at an end?" faid Don 
Quixote- " As much at an end, replied the fquire*. 
ais the modier that bore me." 

**In good footh, refumed the knight^ thou haft re- 
lated the ftrangeft fable,, tale, or ftory, that ever was. 
invented ; and fihifhed thy relation in fuch a man-- 
ner as never "was or \Vill be heard again ih this world : . 
But nothing elfe was to be expefted from thy found- 
judgment : and indeed It is a matter of no admi-- 
ration with me ; becaufe I take it for granted, that 
'thefe inceflant ftrokes have difordered thy ui\der— 
ftanding.*' *^ Not unlikely, faid Sancho 5 but this 
1 know, that there is no more to be faid of the tale, 
which ended in that place where the miftake began- 
about the paflage of the goats/' "In good time 
end it| according to thy own pleafure, replied the 
jLuight, and now let ns fee if Rozinante will move.'*' 
So layingj he began again to fpur, and the horfe to 
kap without moving from hit ftation, fo effe£lually 
k^ Sancho £ettcreil.him». 

About: 
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About this time, whether it was owing to the cool- 
Bcfs of the morning that approached, or to his hay- 
ing fupped upon fomething that was laxative ;• oor, 
which is more_ probable, to the operation of nature ^ 
Sancho was feized with an inclination and defire of 
doing that which could not be performed by proxy ;,. 
but luch was the terror that had taken poflemon of 
his foul^ that he durft not move the breadth of a 
nail-pairing from his mailer's fide : at the iame time- 
it was as impoflible for him to refift the motion of 
his bowels ;, and therefore to compromife the matter,. 
he flipped his right hand from the hinder part of ther 
faddle, and widiout any noife, foftly undid the flia 
knot by which his breeches were kept up : upon which 
they of themfelves fell down to his heek, where they 
remained like a pair of fhackles ; he then gathered 
up his fliirt behind as well as he could ; and expofcd 
his pofteriors, which were none of the fmalleft,,to the 
open air : this beings don&, and he imagined it was> 
the chief ftep he could take to deliver himfelf from 
the preffing occafion and dilemma in which he was, 
atiother difficulty ftill greater occurred, namely, that 
he fhould not be able to difincumber hipifelf without 
noife : he therefore began to fix his teeth clofe, flirug 
up his ihoulders, and hold in his breath with all his 
might. Blit notwithftanding thefe precautions, he. 
was fo unlucky in theSiTue, as to produce a rumbling 
found very different from that which had terrified him 
fo much. It did not efcape the ears of Don Quixote, 
who immediately cried, " What noife is thatJSancho ?'* 
"I know not,, fir, faid the fquire, it muft be fome 
new affair, for adventures and mifventures never be- 
gin with trifles." He tried his fortune. a fecond time, 
and without any more noife or diforder freed himfelf 
from the load which had given him fo much uneafi- 
nefs. But as Don Qi^ixbte's fenfe of fmelling was alto- 
gether as acute as that of his hearing, and Sancho 
fipod fo clofe to him that the Vapours afcended to- 
wards* 
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wards him almoft in a dire£): line, he could not ax-^ 
dude fome of them from paying a viiit to his nofe^ 
No fooner was he fenfible of the firft falutation, than, 
in his own defence he prefled his nofe between his, 
finger and tliumb^ and, in a fnuffling tone,, pronounc— ^ 
cd» "Sancho, thou feemeft to be in great fear.*'] 
^ I am fo, anfwered the fquire ; but how comes 
your worflup to perceive my fears now more than- 
ever.'* " Becaufe at prefent thou fmelleft more than 
ever, and that not of amber>" replied the knight. 
^* That may be, faid Sancho ; but I am^ not fo 
much to blame as your worlhip^ wlio drags me at 
fuch unfeafonable hours into thefe uninhabited 
places." "Retire three or four fteps farther oflfi. 
friend, refumed Don Quixote, flopping his nofe all 
the time, and henceforth take more need of thy own 
perfon, and remember what thou oweft to mine ; for 
I find the frequent converfation I maintain with thee,, 
hatlji engendered this difrefpe£t." ** Fll lay a wager,, 
replied Sancho, that your worfhip thinks I have been 
doing fomething I ought net to nave done.**' " The 
more joix ftir it, friend Sancho, faid the knight, the 
more it will flinL** 

In this and other fuch difcourfe the mailer and 
his fquire pafTed the night ; but Sancho perceiving the 
day began to break apace, with great care and fecrecy 
unoound Rdzinante and tied up his breeches. The 
bead which was naturally none of thebrifkeft, feemed 
to rejoice at his freedom^and began to paw the ground ^ 
for as to curveting, with hi«» leave be it fpoken, he 
knew nothing of the matter* Don Quixote,, finding 
him fo mettlefome,^ conceived a good omen from hia 
eagernefs, believing it a certain preiiage of his fuc- 
cefs in the dreadful adventure he was about to at- 
chievc. Aurora now difclofed hcrfel^ and obje£ls ap- 
pearing di(liii£Uv, Don Quixote found himfelf in a 
grove of tall chefnut-trecs, which formed a very 
thick ihade. The flrokes ftill continuing, though he 

could 
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could not conceive the meaning of them, he without 
further delay made Rozinante feel the fpur ; thea 
turning to take leave of Sancho, commanded him to 
wait three days at fartheft, as he had direfted before ;. 
and if he fhould not return before that time was ex- 

Eired, he might take it for granted. that God had 
een pleafed to put a period to his life in that pe- 
tiloiis adventure ; he again recommended to him 
the cmbafly and mefTage he (hould carry from him 
to his miftrefs Dulcinea, and bade him give himfelf 
no uneafinefs about his wages j for he had made a 
will before he quitted his family in which he fhould 
find his fervices repaid, by a falary proportioned to 
the time of his attendance : but if Heaven fhould be 
pleafed to bring him off from tliat danger, fafe, found 
and free 5 he might, beyond all queftion, lay his 
account with the government of the ifland he had 
promifed him. Sancho, hearing thefe difmal exprefr 
fions of his worthv mafter repeated, began to blub- 
ber afrefh, and refolved not to leave him until th« 
laft circumftance and ifTue of the affair* 

From thefe tears, and this honourable determina- 
tion of Sancho Panza, the author of this hiflory con- 
cludes, that he mufl have been a gentleman born, or 
an old chriflian at leaft. His mafler himfelf was 
melted a little at this teftimony of his afFeftion, but 
not fo much as to difcover the leafl weaknefs: on 
the contrary, difguifing his fentiments, he rode for- 
ward towards the place from whence the noife of 
the ftrokes and water feemcd to come ; Sancho fol- 
lowed on foot, and according to cuflom, leading by 
the halter his afs, which was the conflant companion 
of his good and evil fortune. Having travelled a goo4 
' way among thofe fliady chefnut-trees, they arrived 
in a fmail meadow lying at the foot of a htige rock, 
over which a flream of water ruihed down with vafl 
impetuofity. Below appeared a few wretched hut^ 
that looked more like ruins than houfes, and they obr 
.. ferved 
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ferved that from them proceeded the horrible din of 
Jhe ftrokeS' which had not yet ceafed. 

Rozinante being ftartled at the dreadful noife~ of 
the ftrokes and water, Don Quixote endeavoured to 
footh him, and advanced by little and little towards 
the huts, recommending himfelf in the moft earneft 
manner to his miftrefs, whofe fa\a)ur he implored in 
the atchievement of that fearful enterprize , neither 
did he omit praying to God for his proteftion. San- 
cho, who never ftirred from his fide, thruft his neck 
as far as he could between the legs of Rozinante, in-. 
order to diicover the objefts that kept him in fuch- 
terror and fufpence : and when they had proceeded 
about an hundred paces farther, at the doubling of 
a corner, flood fully difclofed to^ view the very in- 
dividual and undoubted caufe of this tremendous 
found, and terrible noife, which had filled them with 
fuch doubts and confter nation all night long. 

This was no other, be not offended gentle reader, 
than fix fulling hammers,, which by their alternate 
ftrokes produced that amazing din. Don Quixote. 
was flruck dumb with afloniOiment at the fight ;, 
Sancho looked at him, and found his head hanging 
down upon his breaft, and other manifefl figns of his- 
being; out of countenance. The knight in his turn 
looked at the fquire, and faw his mouth fliut, his. 
cheeks puffed up, with other fymptoms of his being 
Tcady to burft with laughing : this comical fituatton 
of the fquire, in fpite of all his own melancholy, obli- 
ged the mafler to begin : and Sancho no fooner beheld 
the feverky of the knight's features relaxed, than he~ 
opened the flood-gates of his mirtH, ^hich broke 
forth with fuch violence, that he was under the nc- 
ceffity of fupporting his fides with both fifts, that 
they might not be rent to pieces by the convulfiom. 
ifi'our times did he exhaufl, and as often renew the 
laugh with the fame impetuofity as at firfl ; for 
which Don Quixote already wilhed him at the devLl>. 

more 
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more efpecially when he heard him pronounce, by 
way of fneer, *' Know, friend Sancho, that I was 
born by heaven's appointment, in thefe iron times, 
to revive the agp of gold,, or the golden age ! I am 
he for whom ftrange perils, valiant^ deeds> and vaft» 
adventures are referved !'* And in this manner he 
proceeded, repeating all, or the greater part of the 
knights exclamation when they firft heard the ter- 
rible noife. - 

Don Quixote finding Aat Sancho made a jeft of 
him, wasio much afliamed and provoked, that lift- 
ing up his lan'ce, he beftowed upon him two or three 
thwacks, which had they fallen upon his head, as 
they lighted on his flioulders, would have faved his 
mailer the trouble of paying his falary, iinlefs it might. 
be to his heirs. Sancho feeline his joke turned into 
(uch difagreeable earneft, which he was afraid might 
not, be as yet over, addtefled himfelf to his mailer 

.,-- .•-Q^Ccter Rumniity, i-«yii«g, ^ — ,^^--^- «*%,..^»^y 
forbear ; before God I was only in jeft." " Though 
yo«i was in jeft, anfwercd Don Quixotej^I was not quite 
lb merrily difpofed : come hither, Mr. Joker 5 don't 
you think, that if, inilead of fulling-hammers, thefe 
had been f6me very dangerous adventure, I have 
(hewn courage enough to imdertake and atchieve it ? 
Am I, who ani a knight,, obliged, forfooth, to diftin- 
gui(h founds, and know which proceed from fulling- 
mills, and which do npt ? efpecially as it may be the 
cafe, and it really is fo, that I never faw one before i 
though it is othervirife with thee, bafe plebeian as thou 
art, who was bom and bred up among them : but fee 
if thou canil metamOrphofe thefe fix hammere inta 
fo many giants, and bring them withm arm's length 
of me, one by one, or altogether ;, and if I don't 
make, them lie with their heels uppermoft, make a 
jefl of me as much as you pleafe." 

" Enough, dear matter, replied Sancho, .1 confefs- 
I have exceeded a little in my pleafantryj but 
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fray tell me, now that we are at peace again, as Go<l 
ihall deliver your worfhip from all fucceeding advent 
tures as fafe and found as you have been ektticated 
from this ; is not the terror with which we were 
feized a thing to be laughed at and repeated ? J mean 
«iy own terror, for, as to your woriliip, I know you 
are an utter ftranger to terror and difmay !" " I do 
not deny, anfwered Don Quixote, that what hath 
happened to us is ridiculons enough ; but neverthelef^ 
it ought not to be repeated ; becaufe every body has 
not difcretion td take things by the right handle.*' 
** I am furc, replied Sancho, that your worfhip knows 
how to handle your lance, with which, while you 
wanted to handle my head, you happened to falutcr 
my fhoulders ; thanks be to God, and my own afti- 
vity in avoiding the. blow : but all that when it 
is dry will rub out •, and I have often heard it faid^ 
" He that loves thee well will often make thee cry :'*^ 
ftay, it is. a common thinfi £br yeur pi^ntry, w|\«^ 
tliey have faid a harfh thing to a fervant, to make it 
up with him by giving him a pair of caft breeches ; 
though I don't know \(liat they ufe to give after hav- 
ing beaten hini, unlefs. it be the praftice of knights* 
errant, after blows, to give iflands or kingdoms on the- 
main land/' 

** Who knows, faid Don Quixote, but the dlcemaj 
run that way, and all that thou has mentioned come 
to pafs : I aik pardon for what is pad, fince you are 
refolved to be more difcreet for the future ; and as 
the firfl: emotions are not in a man's own power, I, 
muft apprife thee henceforward to be more refcrv- 
ed, and abitain from fpeaking (b freely to me ; for 
in all the books of chivalry I have read, and they are 
almofl infinite, I never found that any fquire talked 
fo much to his mafler as thou had talked to thine ^ 
and really both you and I are very much to blame j. 
thou in regarding me fo little, and I in not making 
myfelf regarded more i was not Gandalin, fquir^ of 

Amadis 
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Amadis dt Gaul, Count of the Firm Ifland ? and yet 
we read of him, that he always fpoke to his matter 
cap in hand, with an inclination of his head, and hii$ 
body bent in the Turkilh manner. What need I 
mention Gafabal, fquire to Don Galaor, who was (b 
referved, that, in order to exprefs the excellence of his 
forprrfing filence, his name is mentioned but once 
in the whole courfe of that equally vaft and true hif- 
tory. From what I have faid, Sancho, thou art to draw 
this inference, that there is a neceffity for maintain- 
ing fome diftinftion between the matter and his man, 
the gentleman and his fervant, ' and the knight and 
his fquire? wherefore from this day forward, we 
are to be treated with more refpeft and lefs provoca- 
tion ; for if ever I am incenfed by you again, in any 
fiiape whatever, the pitcher will pay for all : the fa- 
vours and benefits I have promifed will come in^due 
time, and if they {liould fail, your wagers at leaft 
will be forthcoming as I have already informed you." 
** Aii tJb^t your w»!?ft!*p cbfcrvei^ is v^ry^iufl,: £^ 
Sancho 5 but I ftould be glad to know, fince if the 
benefits come not? in time, I mutt be fain to put up 
ivith the wages, what was the hire of a knight-errant's 
fquire in thofe days ; and whether they agreed by 
the month 6t the day like common labourers ?*' " I 
do not believe, anfwered Don Quixote j that they were 
retained for hire, but depended altogether on favour, j 
and though I have bequeathed a lum to thee in m^ 
will, which I have left figned and fealed at home, it 
was done in cafe of the wortt ; for one does not 
4cnow how chivalry may fucceed in thele calamitous 
times : and I would not have hiy foul puniflied ih 
the other world for fo fmall a matter : for let mc 
tell thee, Sancho, in this there is not a more dan- 
gerous courfe than that of adventures." " That I 
{now to be true, anfwered the fquire, fince the noife 
of a fulling-mill could daunt and ditturb the heart 
of fucb a valiant; knight-errant as your worlhip : but 

tbU 
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. this I affure you of, that from this good hour my 
lips (hall never give umbrage to your worfliip in 
turning your affairs to jeft again i but, on the con-^ 
trary, honour you a3 my natural lord and mafter." 
** In fo doing, replied Don Quixote thou Ihalt live 
long upon the face of the earth ; for, after your fa^ 
ther and mother, you ought to refpe£l your matter 
as another parent." 

CHAP. vn. 

J 

Of the fublime adventure and (hining acquifition 
of Mambriiio's helmet ; with other accidents that 
happened to our invincible knight. 

A BOUT this time fome rain beginning to fall, San*^ 
f^ cho propofedthat they fhould fhelter themfelves 
in the fulling-mill ; but Don Quixote had conceived 
fuch abhorrence for it on account of what was paft, 

i 1 ■ ' ^ • ' ^ » m m » «• 

that tic wduia^y n6 m^dus iet toolTinrifc***** ivo «.«««« • 
wherefore turning to the right hand, they chanced 
to fall in with a road di-fFercrit from that in which 
they had travelled the day before ; they had not 
gone far, when the knight difcovered a man riding 
with fomething on his head, that glittered like po- 
lifhed gold i and fcarce had he defcried this pheno- 
menon, when turning to Sancho, " I find, fakl he, 
that every proverb is ftriftly true j indeed all of 
them are apothegms dilated by experience herfelf^ 
the mother of all fcience 5 more efpecially that 
which fays, " Shut one door and another will foon 
open:" this I nrrention, becaufe if laft night for- 
tune fliut againft us the door we fought to enter, by 
deceiving us with the fulling hammers ; to-day an* 
other flands wide open, in proffering to us another 
greater and more certain adventure, by which if I 
fail to enter, it (hall be my own fault, and not im- 
puted to my ignorance .of fulling-mills, or the dark- 

ncfi 
4 
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uefs of the night. This I take upon me to fay, be- 
caufe, if I am not egregioufly miftakcn, the perfon 
who comes towards us, wear? upon his head the very 
helmet of Mambrino, about which I fwore the oatn 
which thou mayeft remember." 

" Confider well what your worfliip fays, and bet- 
ter ftill what you do, faid Sancho ! I fliould not 
chufe to meet with more fulling-mills to mill us 
and maul us altogether out of our fenfes." -" The 
devil, take the fellow, cried Don Quixote, what affi- 
tiity is there between a fulling mill and a helmet ?'* 
^ Truly, I- know not, anfwered the fquire ; but, in 
good faith, if I were permitted to fpeak freely, as 
ufual, I could perhaps give fuch reafons as would 
convince your wor(hip, that you are miftaken in 
what you fay." ** How can I be miftaken, fcrupu- 
lous traitor r replied Don Quixote : feeft thou not 
yonder knight who rides this way upon a dapple 
fteed with a golden hdmet upon his head." " What I 
percJeive and difcern faid Sancho, is no other than 
a man, upon a grey afs, like my own, with fqme thing 
that glitters o^i his head ?" *' And that is the very 
helmet of Mambrino, replied the knight : ftand 
afide, and leave me alone to deal with him; thou 
ihalt fee, that without fpeaking a fyllable, in order 
to fpare time, this adventure will be concluded by 
my acquifition' of the helmet I have longed for fo 
much." " Yes, I will take carfc to get out of the 
way, anfwered. Sancho ; and God grant, cried he as 
he went off, that this may turn out a * melon rather 
than a milling.** *' I have already warned thee, bro- 
ther, faid the knight, riot to mention, nor even fo 
much as think of the mill again : elfe, by heaven ! 
rU fay no more, but mill the foul out of thy body." 



* Oregano, in the original, fignifies fweet marjoram, as it Sancho 
hzd wiihed his mailer might find a nofcgay, rather than a bloody 

Sancho 
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Sancho was fain to hold his tongue, dreading the 

Serformance of his mailer's oath, which had already 
ruck him all of a heap. The whole aftair of the 
helmet, fleed, and knight^ which Don Quixote faw^ 
was no more than this : in that neighbourhood were 
two villages) one 'of them fo poor and fmall, that it 
liad neither <fiiop nor barber : for which reafon, the 
trimmer of the larger that w^s hard by, ferved the 
lefTer alfo,' in which at that time there was a fick 
perfpn to be blooded, and another to be (haved i fo 
that this barber was going thither with his brafs ba- 
£bn under his arm ; but as it chanced to rain while 
lie was on the road, that he might not fpoil his hat, 
^liich probably was a new -one, he iheltered hijs head 
under die bafon, which being clean fcoured, made a 
flaming appearance, at the dillance of half a league ; 
and as Sancho had obferved, he rode upon a grey 
afs, which gave occafion to Don Quixote to believe 
iie was fome knight with a helmet of gold> mounted 
upon a dapple fleed ; for he accommodated every 
thing he faw with incredible facility, to the extra-- 
Tagant ravings of his difordered judgment. When 
he, therefore, faw this unlucky knight approach^ 
without the lead expoftulation, he put Rozinante 
to full fpeed, and couching his lance in the reft, re«- 
folved, to run him through the body at once } but 
when he was almoft up -with him, without checking 
the impetuofity of his career, he cried aloud, ** De- 
fend thyfelf, wretched caitifi^ or voluntarily yield 
what fo juftly belongs to me.** 

The poor barber, who neither dreaded nor dreamed 
of any fuch demand, feeing this phantom coming full 
fpeed upon him, jcould find no other means to defend 
himfelf from the ftroke of the lance, than to throw 
himfelf down over the buttocks of his afs $ then get- 
ting up, before he had irarce touched th^ ground^ 
with the nimblenefs of a ftag, he began to fly acrofs 
die plain fo fwift, that the wind itfelf could not over- 

uke 
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lake him ; but he left his bafon upon the fpot, with 
which Don Quixote was fatisfied, faying ** The pa- 
gan hath a£ted with difcretion^ in imitating the bea- 

. 'ver, which feeing itfclf chafed by the hunters, tears 

' off wkh its teeth, by natural ihftinft, thofe parts for 
which it is purfued.** Then he ordered Sancho to 

, take up the helmet which the fqmre having exami- 
ticd all roundj ** Egad !'* faid he, " It is a fpecial 
:good bafon, well worth a piece of eight, if it be 
^worth a farthing; and gave it to his mafter, who 
^putting it on his head, and turning it round ;ind 
round, whhout bei^g able to find the vizor, faid, 
^* Without doubt« tl^ pagan for whom this renown- 
<ed helmet was firft forged, muft have had a moft ca- 
pacious head : but the woril of it is, that one half 
is wanting-** 

W4ien Sancho heard him call the bafon a helmet, 
he could not refrain from laughing, but, remem- 

. taring the indignation of his mafter, checked his 
mirth all of a fudden ; and when Don Quixote aiked 
^what he laughed at, replied, ** I cant help laughing 
when I think ' of the huge head of the pagan who 
owned that helmet, which Ipoks for all the world 
like a barber's ' bafon/' "Why, truly Sancho, faid 
he, I imagine that this very individual enchanted hel- 
met, by tome ftrange accident or other, muft have 
fallen into the hands of fomcbody who did noj know 
its ineftimable, value, but feeing it was made of the 
pureft gold, melted down one half of it for fale, and 
left the other in this ihape, refembling as thou 
fayeft, a barber's bafon: but be that as it may, 
iince I am fatisfied of its real worth and identity, the 
tranfmutation is of fmall confequence ; for I will 
order it to be repaired in the firft village where we 
can find a biackfoiith, in fuch a manner as to be unex- 
celled, nay even unequalled by that which Vulcan 
forged an<i finiihed for the God of war: mean while, 
I will wear it in thi^ manner) for it is ftiU better 

than 
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than nothing at all, and will he fufficient to defend 
me from any fhower of ftoncs that may chance to 
fall." 

** Yesj If they come not out of flings, as was the 
*afe in the fkirmifli between the two armies ; when 
they demolished your worfhip's grinders, and broke 
the crUze which contained that blefled balfam, which 
made me vomit up my liver and lights." " That 
lofs gives me not much uneafmefe, anfwered the 
feiight, becaufe thou kaoweft, Sancho, I retain the 
receipt of it in my memory 5" " So do I, replied the 
•fquire. But, liord, let me never ftir from the place 
where I now iland, if ever I either make or meddle 
with it for the future; 'cfoecially as I hope I ihall 
never have oecafion for it again, being refolved, with 
the afliftance of my five fenfes, to avoid being hurt 
myfelf, and alfo to refrain from hurting any perfon 
"whatfoever. As to another bout of blanketing, I 
hzve little to fay : fuch misfortunes are not eafily 
prevented ; but when they happen, there is nothing 
vclfe to be done, but to fhrug -up our (houMers, hold 
in our breath, (hut our eyes, and teave ourfelves to 
the determination and chance of the blanket." 

*^ Thou art a bad chriflian, Sancho, faid Don Quix- 
ote, when he heard the^e words, for once you receive 
an injury, you never forget it ; but know it is pe- 
culiar to noole and generous minds to overlook fuch 
trifles : haft thou got a leg lamed, a rib fraftured, 
or thy head broke in the profecution of that jeft, 
that thou canft not forget it ? for the afl^air, when 
.duly confidercd, i«ras no more tha« jeft and paftime : 
had I not underftood it fo, I fliould have returned 
•ere now, aiKl done more mifchief in revenging thy 
<iuarrel, than the Grecians did, for the rape of Helen, 
who, if ihe Jived in this age, or if my Dulcinea had 
flouriflied in her time, would not have been fo re- 
nowned for beauty." Here he fetched a profound 
figh^ and fent it to the clouds*- " Let it pafs then 

for 
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for a jo]ce> faid Saacho, fince there is no likelihood 
of its being revenged in earneil : but I know what: 
iprt of jokes and eamefts thofe are ; and I believe 
they will fcarce flip out of my memory/ while ther 
remain engraven on my fboulders. But, fetting this, 
afide, I wifh your worlhip would tell me what I fhall 
do with this dapple Heed fo like a grey afs, which was 
abandoned by that caitiff whom your worfhip over* 
threw : for by the fwiftnefs of his heels when he ran 
away, he feems to have no thoughts of returning ^ 
and by my whlfkers 'tis an excellent peaft !" 

^^ It is never my cuftom, faid Don Quixote, to 
plunder thofe I overcome^ neither is it according 
to the laws of chivalry, to take trom tliem their 
horfes, and leave them on foot, unlefs the conqueror 
bath loft his own during the engagement ^ in which 
cafe we are allowed to take the horfe of the van- 
qulflied as the lawful^ fpoils of war: wherefore^ 
Sancho, leave that hcrk or afs, or what thou wilt, 
where he now ftaiids, and perhaps his mafter, per- 
ceiving we are gone, will return and find him."* 
** God is my witnefs, anfwered Sancho, I Should be 
glad to carry him off, or at leaft exchange him for 
my own, which feems to be the wortt of the two : 
truly the laws of chivalry are too confined; and 
lince they do not extend to the exchange of one afs 
for another, I would fain know if they allow me to 
change the furniture of the one' for that of the 
other ?" " I am not quite clear in that particular, 
replied the knight ; and in fuch a dubious cafe, till 
fuch time as we can get better information,'! think 
thou may ft exchange the furniture, if the ncceffity 
for fo doing be extreme.'* ** It is fo extrerrie, faid 
Sancho, that if it were for my own particular wear- 
ing, I could not want it more." Thus ptovided 
with a licence, he made the eq^change of cap^rifon$> 
aiid equipped his beaft with fuch finery, that he look- 
ed ten per cent, the better. 
" Vol. I. K ' ' ThU 
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Tbb etphit being performed, they went t6 break- 
iWt <m the remains of what Aey liad plundered from 
the f umpter-mulf, and ^|«enched ^eir thitk "WiA the- 
water from the furliing-mills, widheut turning their- 
heads that way> fo much did they Mkor diem, en 
account of the dread vrfiieh they had infpired* TTiet 
i-age of hunger and .an^ilety being thus appeafed, 
they mounted) and without following any determin-- 
ed courfe (for it is the pra€Kce of true knights- 
erf atk) to keep no. certain road), they left the choice-, 
of their route to the will and pleafure of Rozinante,- 
w4iicH wtA always a rule to his mafler, as well as to 
the aft that followed, whitlierfoever he led, like av 
tf ufty friend and companion. In c<>nfequence therc- 
ftnrei of hi^ determination they returned into the 
Mjh road, in which they travelled at random with* 
out- any particular fclieme* 

While they thus jogged on, ** Sir, faid Sancho to 
fiis mafter, I wilh your worfliip would allow me to- 
confer » litHe with you ; for finee you impofed that 
fevere command of filence upon me> divers things 
have periihed in my ftomach; and thia moment I 
Ifove fomewhat at my tongue's end, which I would 
lyrt for the world have mJfcarry/* '• Speak then, 
tkid Don Quixote, and be conciie in thy difcourfe ; 
fbr nothing that is prolix can reliOi welt." ^ I fay, 
%r, anfivered Sancho, that forfoi^e days paft I have 
been confidering how fittle is to be got and faved 
by going in queft of thofe adventures your worihip 
hunts after, through thefe crofs-paths and defarts» 
where, though you conquer and atchieve Ae moft pe- 
rilous exploits, there is nobody prefent to be witnefs 
of your vprowefs ; fo that it may remain in everlafting 
fileiKe, contrary to the intention, and prejudicbl to 
the ^erits of your worfliip : wherefore in my opi- 
nion, with fubmifBon to your better judgment^ our 
wifeft courfe would be to go into the fervice of fome- 
emperor or great princ?^ who hath a;war upon his 

handsj 
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1uuid%;ift wl«>re fenrice, yoi^r worfiitp may hs^yt oc^ 
cafion to ihew your perfomd valour) your great 
ibrength, and greater undoftanding ; which o^ng 
perceived by the king we ferte, he cannot choofe but 
seward each of us according to his defertsi neither 
will there be wanting fome petibn to write the lu£» 
tory of your worifaijrs exploits, for a perpetual me* 
morial: 1 fliaU not mention my own, becairie they, 
cannot exceed the bounds of a fquire's province;, 
though this I will venture to fay, that if ft was cus- 
tomary in chivalry to recount the atchievennents of 
our fraternity, I dont diink but mine mi^ht be itkm 
ferted between the Unes of the bt^ok." 

^^ Thou art not much in the wrong, replied Don* 
Quixote; but before it comes to that iflue, a knight 
muft travel up and down the world as a probationer 
In quell of adventures, until by his repeated at^^ 
chicvements he fltall have acquired a ffifficient ftoclo 
of fame ; fo that when be arrives aM: the pourt of fome 
mighty monarch, he may be immediatdy known by^ 
his works ; in that cafe, as foon as he wall be feea. 
to enter the gates of the city, all the bori.will fur- 
VQUnd and follow him, ihoutin^ and crying, bdididi 
tlie knight of the fan^ or the ferpent, or of «(nyi 
other badge under whfeh he hath performed his great 
exploits. ^' Beh<^, they will fay, the man. who^ 
vanqui{hed in fingle combat the mighty siant Bfro-« 
<:arbruno, and delivered the great Mamkaliike of Per«^ 
iia from the ftrange enchantment' that prevailed over 
liim for the (pace of nine hundred years/' Thu^ 
ihfiill they proceed, recounting his ex}dodts.from mouth, 
to mouth, until, furprifed at the noife of the children 
and -pqpi^lace, the king, of that country (hall ap^ar 
at one of the pahce windows ^ and no fooner be^' 
hold the kiiight, :l^»n knowing him immediately by. 
his armouv, /or the device upon his ihield, tie wiH 
ceitaiAly eackumt " So bo,'tiiere^ ! let all the knights: 

K2 bclongi^ 
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belonging to my court, go forth' and receive tlxe^ 
flower of chivalry that comes yonder.*' 

At this command all of them will come out, and 
the king himfelf advance to meet him on the middle 
of the ftaar cafe, where he will embrace him moft'af- 
fedlionately, giving him the kifs of friendlhip and 
welcome; then taking him by the hand, will he con- 
du£b him to the queen's clofet, where he will find her 
majefty with the princefs her daughter, who is one of 
the moft beautiful and accompliihed young ladies 
&at ever was feen in the known world. In this in- 
terview Ihe will immediately fix her eyes upon the 
knight, who at that inftant (hall be gazing at her^ 
and each ^11 appear to the other fomething'fuper- 
natural: without knowing how or wherefore, they 
will find themfelves prefcntly caught and intangled 
ki the inextricable net of love, and be infinitely con- 
cerned becaufe tlicy have no opportunity of conver- 
fing together, and of difclofing the reciprocal anxiety 
of their thoughts : after this audience, he will doubt- 
lefs be carried to fome apartment of the palace richly 
furniihed, where, after they fliall have taken ofi^ his 
armotir diey will clothe him in a rich fcarlet robe 
brought for the purpofe ; and if he made a fine ap- 
pearance in armour, he will look infinitely more 
genteel in his doublet: at night he will fup at the 
fame table with the king, queen, and infanta, upon 
whom he will fix his eyes as often a$ he can, with- 
out being perceived by the by-ftanders ; while (he 
will praAife the fame expedient with equal fagacity ; 
for, as I have already obferved, ihe muft be a young 
bdy of vaft diferetion* 

The table being uncovered, there will enter at mid- 
night through the hall-door, a little deformed dwarf, 
followed by a beautiful lady, guarded by two giants i 
ijnd he will propofe a certain adventure, contrived by 
a moft ancient fage, which, whofpever fhalj finiih, 
wilt be deemed the moft valiant knight in the whole 

world : 
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urbrld : then the king will order every warrior in 
waiting to attempt it ; but all of them fliall fail ex-* 
cept the ftranger knight, who will perform and ac- 
compliili it very much to his own credit,, as w.ell as 
to the fatisfaftion of the princefs, who will think her^ 
felf extremely happy, and well requited for having 
placed her afFe£tions fo worthily. What is better 
ftill, this king or prince, or whatever he is, being at 
that time engaged in a moft obftinate war with a 
potentate of ecjual ftrength5 his gueft, after having 
(laid a few days at court, begs kave to go and ferve 
him in the fields and the king granting his requelt 
with pleafure, the knight moft politely kiflcs his hand 
for the great honour he hath done him : that fame 
iiight he goes to take his leave of his miftrcfs the 
infaaita, through the rails of a garden adjoining to the 
chamber, in which (he lie^ 5 where they have already 
at different times chioycd each other*s convcrfation, 
by the means^ of a damfel, who being the infanta's 
confidante! is privy to the whole amour : on this 
Qccafion he will figh moft piteouily, fhe will aftually 
faint away i the damfel will run for water, and the 
knight will be extremely concerncdi becaufe the day 
begins to break, and he would not for the world be 
diicovered to the prejudice of the lady's reputation; 
In fine, the princefs recovers, and reaches her fair 
hand through the rails to the knight, who kiiTes it a 
thoufand times, and bathes it with his tears : then 
is concerted between them fome method, by which 
he is to inform her of his good or bad fuccefs ; and 
the infanta intreats him to return as foon as poffible : 
be fwears folemnly to comply with her requeft, kiflt 
es her hand again, and bids her farewell, with fuch 
afHidlion as well nigh deprives him of life : from 
thence he retreats to his chamber, throws himfelf 
upon the bed, but cannot fleep, fo grieved is he at 
parting 5 he rifies yearly in the morning, goes to take 
leave of the king, queen, and infanta j tjieir tna- 
• K 3 ' • jetties 
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jeiHed aceonlingly bid him farewell, after Karihg 
iormed him that the princefs is ii^ifppiedt and can<^ 
AOt fee company r the Itnight imputing her diforder 
to Hev fciTTOw for his departurey is pierced to the 
foul, and well nigh betrays his own anxiety. Thd 
confidante being prefent all the while, takes notice 
•of every circnrnftance, which £be imparts to her lady» 
"who liften^ with tears in her cyes» and obferves that 
nothing gives fo much uneafinefs as her ignorance of 
fht knight's pedigree, and her impatience to know 
!w'hether or not be is of royal extra£tion f the dam- 
fel aili^res her, that (6 nnich politenefs, gentility^ 
Mnd valour as he pofiefTed, could never be united ex-^ 
cdpt m a dignified and royal difpofition : the affli£ted 
infanta confoles herfelf with this jobfervation^ and 
endeavouring to regain her ferenity, that flie may 
ndt give caufe of lufpiciop to her parents^ in twa 
days appears a^ain in public. 

The knight liaving fet out for the army, come to 

battle^ overcomes the king's adverCiry, takes many 

towns, mak^ divers conquefts^ returns to courts 

yi/its jbis mi&ftU^n the ufual manner, and the nrffiiiv 

being eoQoerled between them, demands her in mar<» 

liage as the rewmrd ot fats fervice : her father refufes 

to grant &e boon^ oi^^retence of not knowing who 

iikii hero is^ but neverthekfs, eitlier by Health or 

ioA^e other way, ^e infanta bocomes his wife ; and 

tt laft the king; is overjoyed at his good fortune^ 

when this knight proves to be the fon of a valiant 

tf&osarch of fame wknown country, for I fnppofe 

it could not be found in the map. THe father dies^ 

the infanta fucceeds^ and in two words the knight 

becomes king :l this then is the time to reward his 

fqvtix^y and all thofe w^ helped him to afcend. the 

throne. The fquire accordingly is married to a 

damfel belonging to the infanta, who dpubtlefs muft 

be £be that was privy to her amourji and daughter 

of fcmc powerful duke*.** 

••This. 
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*' This is what I want cried Sanckb, and'whaie 
with fair piav I fhali obtain ? for all that^ jou haire 
mentioned will exad^ly ha{>pen to your worfb^, isiti^ 
der the titfe of the knight of the meful countenance." 
'** Never doubt it Sancho, replied Don Q^ibcote ; for 
in the fame manner^ and by the fame iteps I have 
recounted, knights errant rife^ and hare rifi^n to th^ 
f ank of kings and emperors. Our only buiinefs now 
i& to. look out for fome chrtftiah or pagan king who^ 
Is at war, and hath a beautiful datighter, but tfaer^ 
win be time to think of that, fince, as I have alread^f 
Cold thee, renown muft be acqiured dfewher^, beforli 
we repair to court : nay, another difficulty occurs, 
namely, that though we fliouki find a king at war who 
has a beautiful daughter, after I (liall havd acc^^iired 
incredible glory through the whole univerfej I do not 
lenow how it tan be proved that I am df royal ex- 
tra^ion> or evien fecond coufin to an empett)r ; and 
tio king will grant his • daughter to rite m matnage, 
lentil he is firft thoroughly fatisfied in that particuliir j 
though my famous exploits fhattM merit a much more 
valuable reward : wherefore on account cf this de- 
fe£l, I am afraid I ihall Ibfe that which the pro^^fs 
•f my arm may well deferve^ True it ^, I ant 4 
gentleman of an ancient and honourable femiiyyr 
not without property, pofTeiBoti) smd a titl^ to mt 
revenge of the five hundred * Sueldos ; and it is not 
impomble, that the fage ordained to Write my hifto- 
ry, day furbiih up my parentage and pedigtfce in^ 
£ach a manner, as to prove me defcended in die M*' 
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* The Spaciarcifs of old paid a tribute of 500 Sueldos, or pieces o£ 
coin to the Moors until they were delivered from this impofitiotr 
by the gallantry of the gentlemen or people of rank,' fi om which ex- 
ploit a Caftilian of family ufed to exprefs the nobility and worth of 
his ^tra&ion, by faying he was of the revenge of the Sueldos. 

K 4 teenth 
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'leeiith or fixteenth' generation from a kmg : for I 
muft tell thee Sancho^ there are two forts of pedi- 
gree in the world ^ one that brings and defives its 
original from princes and monarchs, which time hath 
defaced by little and little, till at lail it ends in & 
point like a pyramid : the other owes its beginning 
to people of mean decree, and incrcafes gradually to 
nobility and power*, fo that the difference is, the 
one was once fomething, but is now nothing : and 
the other y;ras once . nothing, but is now fomething ! 
perhaps^ therefore, L may be one of the firft men- 
tioned divifion; and my origin upon enquiry, b^- 
found high and mighty *, a circumftance that ougM 
to fatisfy the king who is to be my father-in-law : 
and if it ihould not have that effed;, ,the infanta will 
be fo enainoured of me, that in fpite of her father^ 
file will receive me as her lord and hufband, even 
though (he were certain of my being the fon of a ^r* 
ter ; but fliould fhe be fhy, then is the time to carry 
her away by force, to any corner of the earth I 
(hall chufe for my own refidence> until time or death 
ihall put an end to the refentment of her parents/' * 
^"^ And herCj cried Sancho, nothing can be mora 
pat to the pucpofe, than what fome of the uncon- 
icionable fellows often fay, Who would beg a beni-» 
Ibn^ that for the taking may have * venifon ? though 
it wourii ftill be more proper, if they had faidf. 
Better thieve than grieve. This I obferve, that in 
* cafe the king> your worihip's father-in4aw, ihould 
not prevail upon htttifelf to give you the infanta his 
daughter, you may, aB your worihip fays, fteal and 
convey her off by main force : but the misfortune 
is, that while the peace is on the anvil, and before 

• Literally, never beg when you can take, 
f In the original, A fnatch from behind a buih, is better than the 
prayer ofgood men. 

you 
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you come to the peaceable enjoyment of your king- 
dom, the poor fquire may chew his cud in expefta- 
tion of his recompencci unlefs that confidante dam- 
fel, who is to be his fpoufe, fhould make her efcape 
with the princefs, and be content to jpin her evil 
fortune to Jiis, until fuch time as heaven (hall ordairi 
it otherwife ; for I believe his mailer may very fafely 
give her away in lawful marriage/' •* That thou 
mayeft depend upon/* faid Don Quixote. " Since 
it is fo then, anfwered Sancho,. we have nothing to 
do but recommend ourfelves to God, and let for- 
tune take its own'c6urfe.''^"The Lord conduit it, 
replied the knight, according to my defires and my 
neceffity ; and fmall be his grace, who counts him- 
felf bafe." " A God's name be it fo, faid Sancho,. 
. for my own part I am an old chriftian, and there-* 
fore nt to be a lord." " Ay, to be greater than tL 
lord, anfwered Don Quixote, and even if thou wait 
not fo well qualified it would be of no -fignification*, 
becaufe I being king, can confer nobility upon thee^ 
without putting thee to the expence of purchafing^ 
or of fubjefting thyfelf to aiiy kind of fervitude ;" for 
ht creating thee an earl, benold thou art a gentle* 
man at once; and let people fay what they will, iir 
good faith ! they muft call thee f^^t lordihip, if it 
ftiould make their hearts ach." ** And do you reck'* 
on that I fhould not know how to give authority 
to the portent ?'* faid the fquire. .. ** Patent thou 
wouldft fay, and not portent," replied the knight;. 
** It may be fo, anfwered SancKo ; but I infift upon 
it, that I fhould demean myfelf very decently : for 
once in my life-time I was beadle of a corporation^ 
and the gown became me fo well, that every body 
faid I had the prefence of a warden:, thea what 
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* This feems to Have been intcn<Ifcd*as a'ilrokeof fatire agaittft 
thofe princcswwho fell- nobility to the highcft bidder, without any> re* 
gatd to the merit of the purchafer. 
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&all I be trbea I am clo^t&ed in a ducal robe» all 
glittering i^ith pearly Uke a foreign count ? Upon 
x&j conftieriCe I beliete people will come an hun- 
dred leagues on purpofe to fee me." ^* You \tiU 
iriaScc! .a y«ry good appe^an^e faid Don Quixote i 
but thou ihuft take ear^ to keep thy beard clofe 
fliaved; farr it is to thick, mattedy and unfeemly)' 
that imlefs thou haft recoirrfe to the ra^r, every 
fecond day at leaft/ they will fee what thou art a' 
gun^lhot off/' " What elfe have I to doy faid the 
fquire^ but to hire si barber, and keep him conftantly 
}n the hcfufe % and if I find occafipn for it,' even make 
him follow me a^ a mafter of the hoffe follows on^ 
of your grandees/' 

" How io'ft thou know-, ^aid Don Quixote^ tha^ 
oui* grahdees are attended by their raaftersof horfe V* 
<* That you ihall be fatisfied in anfwered the fquire : 
- heretofore I was a whole month at court, where I 
faw a very little gentleman, who they told me was ^ 
very great Idrd^ paflrng to and fro, and a man fol^ 
lowing him a horfeba^k, turning ever slnd anon s^ 
be turhed^ as if he had been the libbleman's owii 
tail : when I aiQc^d why the man did not overtake 
the other, but always kept bdiind him % they an- 
iwered that he 'Was hie mafter of horfei and th^t it 
was a fafhion among the great^ for eiich to be ats 
tended by an officer of that nsUne. Ever iince that 
that time I have remembered dieir office fo dlftinfUy^ 
now i believe I fliall nevei* forget it/' " 1 think 
tfaou art much in the right fald Don Quixote, in to. 
folving to carry thy barber along with tfiee ; for 
Cttftoms come not altogether, becaufe they were ilot 
mvbnted all at once i therefore thou mayeft be the 
firft earl that ever went attended by a (haver) and 
truly it is an office of greater confidence tt) trim th< 
beard than to . fa^cjle . the hori!e." " Leave that af- 
fair of the barber to my management, (aid Sancho, 
and be it your care to ioiake yourfelf a king, and me 

an 
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a^ carl with all convtrmnt fpccd." " That (hall 
be done," replied the knight, who lifting up his 
eyes, perceived that which fliall be recounted in thp 
Succeeding chapter. 

CHAP- VIII. 

0on Quixote fets at liberty a number of unfortunate 
people, who, much againft their wills, were going 
a journey that was not at all to their Kking; 

/^H) Hamet Benertgeli, the Arabian and Manche- 
^^ gan author, recounts in this folemh, fubKme,, 
Aiinute, pleafant, and fanciful hiftory, that the con*- 
Yerfation between the renowned Don Quixote, and 
his fquire Sancho Panza, as related in the foregoing 
chapter, waa no fooner concluded, that the knight 
Kfting up his eyes, beheld upon the road before him,, 
about twelve men on foot, ftrung together Kke 
beads,, with a great iron* chain faftcncd to their 
Hecks, and ht perceived fhackles upon the arms of 
each. They were condndied by tv^p men on horfe-s- 
back, and. the lite number on foot : the hotftijicri 
armetl Mrith firelocks, and the foot with javelins and 
fwords; Sancho feting them advance, ♦* That, faid 
he, is the <4iain of flaves cotnpelled by (he king to 
work in the gallies.'* ' " How ! compfeHcd ! cried . 
the Inight, is it poffible tfic king coijTipels people 
into hi$ fervlce ?*' ** t don't fay fo anfwcredi San- 
fehb 5 thofc people are' condemned for thehr crimes^, 
to fefVc in the king's gallies on« compulftbn." f^ la 
fli6rt, replied Don Quixote, bfethat as it-^ill, they 
go not voluntarrly,. but are driven by force.'* " Cer-^ 
tainly,^* £aid Sancho. *^ Since that is the cafe, re- 
fumed his mafter, here the cxeention of my, office is 
concerned : td annul force, and bring, fuccour ta 
the miferable.*' ** Pray, good your wortiip, take no- 
tjcc;^^ that juffice,. wtci^h is the king hknfelf, neveir 

K 6' ><^?^^ ufes 
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ufcs violence nor feverity to fuch people, except ail 
a punifliment for their crimes." 

By this time the chain of galley flaves being come 
up, Don Quixote, with much courtefy, defired the 
guards wouici be pleafed to inform him of the caufe 
or caufes for which ^hofe people were treated in that 
manner: one of the horfemen replied that they were 
Haves belonging to his majefty going to the gallies^ 
and that was all he could (ay, or the inquirer had 
occafion to know of the matter. ** Neverthelei% 
refumed the knight, I am defirous of knowing from 
each in particular^ the occafion of his misfbrtmxe.'' 
To thefe he added other fuch courteous intreaties td 
induce them to fatisfy his defire, that' the other man 
on horfeback faid, ** Though we have got along, 
with us the regifter and certtncate of tlie fentence of 
each of thofe malefa£tors, we have no time at preG^nt 
to take it out and give you the reading of it ; but iF 
you have a mind to go and queftion themfelyes^ 
they will anfwcr every thing you afk to the beic of 
their knowledge ; for they are a fct of mifereants 
who delight in recounting as well as in a£bing their 
roguery.'* 

With this permiffion, which he would have taken 
if they had not granted it, Don Quixote approached 
the chain, and afked of the foremo!i, for what ofience 
he travelled in that equipage ? " Only for being in 
love," anfwered the criminaL " For that only I 
replied the knight. If they condemn people for being 
in love, I might have been tugging in the galleys 
long ago." ^* But my love anlwered the ilave, was 
quite different from what your worihip imagines i I 
fell deeply in love with a bafket crammed full of 
white litien, and-Jocked it fo fail in my embrace, that 
if juftice had not tore it from my arms by force> 
I mould not have quitted it willingly to this good 
hour: the thing being flagrant, there was no rooni 
for putting me to the torture, and therefore the caufc 

was 
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was foon difcuffed : my flioulders were accommodated 
with a cool hundred, I was advifed to divert myfelf • 
three years in the Gurapas : and fo .the bufinefs 
ended.** " Pray whiit are the Gurapas?'* A\id Don 
Quixote. "The Gurapas are the galleys/' anfwered 
the thief, who was a young fellow, about twenty 
years of age, and faid he was a native of Piedrahita. 
The knight put the fame queftion to the fecond, 
who feemed fo overwhelmed with^ grief and melan- 
choly, that he could not anfwer one word ; but the 
firft faved him the trouble by faying, ** This man, 
fir, goes to the gallies for being a canary bird: I 
mean for his fkiU in vocal mufic/* " What ! faid 
the knight, are people fentenccd to the gallies for 
their fkill in mufic ?*' " Yes, fir, anfwered the other, 
for nothing is worfe than to fing^ in the heart-ach«" 
** On the contrary, faid Don Quixote, I have al- 
ways heard it obferved, that muiic and play will 
fright forrow away.'* " But here, replied the flave, 
the cafe is quite different : for he that fings but once 
will have caufc to w^ep for ever.'* Don Quixote fay- 
ing he could not comprehend his meaning, one of 
the guards explained it : '^ Sir, faid he, to fing in 
the heart-arch, is a, term ufed by thefe mifcreants to 
exprefs a criminal who confeffes under the torture : 
and it hath been applied to that delinquent ; he own-* 
cd his crime, which was horfe-ftcaling ; accordingly, 
having received two hundred laihes, he was con- 
demned for fix years to the gallies : and he appears 
always penfive and fad, becaufe his brother rogues^ 
who keep him company, continually maltreat, up- 
braid, defpife and feoff at him, for having confefied 
out of pure pufiUanimity : for, fay they. No contains 
^s many letters as Aay : an ofiender is very lucky 
when his life or death depends upon his own tongue 
and not upon the evidence of witnefles : and truly I 
think diey are not far miftaken." - 

<* I am 
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I am of the fame opinion^faid Dt>n Quixote^ 
and pafling on, repeated his former queflion to the 
third, v/ho, with great readinefs and alacrity^ an- 
fwered, *' I am going to pay a vifit of five years to 
lady Gurapa, for having vi^anted ten ducats.** ** I 
H^ill give twenty with all my foul, replied the knight, 
to eafe you of your misfortune.'* " That> refiuned' 
die flave, is like giving ^oney to a man perifhin|^ 
^ith hunger at fea, where there is no food to be^ 
fcoughtr 1 fay this, becaufe had I been mailer in. 
time of thofe twenty ducats your worfhip now ofierSy. 
I would have anointed the iecretary's pen, and quick-* 
cned my lawyer's invention with them, to fo good 
puTpofe that I fhould be now ftaiiding at liberty im 
the fquare of Zocodover in Toledo, and not drag^ 
ging like a hound to the gallies ) but heaven is abov& 
-^Patience and ■ » ■ that is enough.'* 

Don Quixote then advanced to the fourth, who* 
was a man of a venerable afpe£b, with a longy white 
t>eard hanging down to his girdle \ and he no fooner • 
Jieard the knight aik the caufe of his being in that 
fituatiop) than he began to weep bitterly, widiout 
anfwering one word } but the fifth crixninal lent him^ 
kis tongue,^ faying, *^ That honourable gentleman- 
is going to the gallies for four year% after having, 
made his public appearance on horfeback with great 
£[>lemnity.** ^' That is^ I fuppofe^ faid Sancho, aftev 
having beenexpofed to public fli»me *•'* ** Even fo 
replied the Have,, and that puniihment was infli£ted^ 
upon him for being an ear broker, or rather a bro* 
^er for the whole body : to be^ plain with you, th« 
geattemaii wa^ convi^ed'of pimping, and giving 



* A crime t&»»tt f uniibe^ %y the pillory ill Mt^f^anA^kin SfmB> 
ttfAtxtd hy the cdnTi# sMnf mouated i^on «i a&, » « fvtitriar 
dreis, and kd through the ftrceto Vf 9i «rii»,>wi»o jfocUioiS'fte UnA' 
fTcifioili^ 
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iimfelf out for a conjuror/' ** Were it not for Ae 
iddition of Ms conjuring fcheme, faid Don Quixote,' 
he is fo far from deferving to row in tlie gallies for 
pure pimping, th^ it rather entitles him to the* 
command of them, as general in chief-, for if the 
office pf a pander \9is well regulated, it would be a^^ 
moff honotirable and neceflliry employment in a 
well-ordered commonwealth, referved for people ef 
hixQi and talents, and like the other places of truft^ 
laid under the infpcftion of jproper comptrollers, 
and limited to a certaiin number, like the brokers 
of merchandize i fuch a regulation would prevenf 
many mifqhiefs which are now occafioned by that 
tmpioynient's being in the hands of ideots or fimpl^^ 
wetches, fuch as iilly women, pages and bilffoons^ 
without either age or experience ; who,* upon the 
inoft urgent occafions, when there is need of the 
fnpft important contrivance,^ let the morfel freeze 
between the diffi and the mouth, and can fcarce di- 
ftinguifh betwixt theit right hsfids and their left, t 
could proceed, and advance many arguments to 
prove how advantageous it Would be in a common* 
wealth to make proper diftin&ions in the choice o^ 
thofe who exercife fuch a necefTary employment; 
but this is no place to fettle that affair in ; and one 
day I may chance to recommei^ it to the^confide- 
iration pf thofe who can both difcetn and provide » 
tuitabk remedy for this defe£l. I fliall only at pre- 
fent obferve, that the compaflion I feel at the fight of 
thefe gray hairs, and that venerable countenance in 
diftrcfi for having been a pander, is extinguifhed by 
the additional crime of forcery ^ though I am well ap« 
prized there are no conjurors in the woiid, who caii 
force or alter the will, as fome weak*mindcd people 
imagine : for the incllnatioi^. is fr^e, and. not to be 
'endaved by any incantation ^hajffoever. The prad 



•- Thif is a.good hast foe » rc&yswig logtilaSttrc^ , 

tice 



2o8 The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

tice of fome fimple women, and knavifh impoftor^, 
is to compofe poifonous mixtures, to deprive people 
of their fenfes, under pretence of caufing them tcr 
be beloved : It being a thing impoffible, as I ihave 
faid, to compel the will.'^ " What your honour fays 
is very true, replied this good old man; and really, 
fir, as to the affair of conjuring, I am not guilty r 
though I cannot deny that I have been a pimp j but I 
never thought I v^'as to blame in that capacity, be- 
caufe my whole intention was, that all the workf 
fliould enjoy themfelves, and live in peace and quiet 
without quarrels and anxiety. Yet, the uprightnef^ 
of my intention was of no fervice in preventing 
my being fent to a place from which I fliall never 
return oppreffed as I am with years and a violent 
(tranguary, that will not allow me a moment's 
reft." So faying, he began to weep again, as before j 
and his teiars raifed the pity of Sancho to fuch a de- 
gree, that he took a rial out of his bofom and gave it 
in charity to the diftrefled fenior. 

Then Don Quixote addrefled himfelf to the riexti 
who anfwered his queftion, not with lefs, but infii 
nitely more vivacity than that of the former ; faying,' 
" I trudge in this manner, for having jelled a little 
extravagantly with two of my female coufiiis; and 
with two more, who, though not related to me j 
were in the fame degree of blood to each other : iii . 
fhort, I jefted with them fo long, that in the end 
there was fuch an intricate increafe of kindred as lia 
cafuift could unravel. Everything was proved againft 
me, I had neither intereft nor money, and ran foRid 
rilk of having my windpipe ftopt ; but they only 
condemned me for fix years to the gallies; I fub- 
mitted. to the fentence, as the punifhment of my 
crime : youth is on my fide, life may be long, and 
time brings every thing to bear : if your worfiiip^ 
fir knight, will part with any fmall matter for the 
comfort of poor. wretches like us^ God will requite 

you 
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you in heaven, and we upon earth will take care ta 
petition him for long life and heahh to yoUr worihip^ , 
that you may be as happy, as by your goodly ap^ 
pearance you deferve to be/* 'Flie perfon who fpokc 
in this manner, appeared in the drefs of a ftudent, 
and one of the guards faid he was a great orator and 
excellent Latin fcholar. 

After all thefe came a man of a good mien, about 
thirty years of age, who fquinted fo horribly, that his 
eyes feemed to look at each other : he* was equip- 
ped in a very different manner from tlie reft ; hi 3^ 
foot being loaded with a huge chain that went round 
his whole body, and his neck adorned with two iron 
Tings, to one of which the chain was fattened ; and 
the other was called a keep-friend, or friend *s-foot v 
from 'which defcendcd to his middle, a couple of iron 
bolts fitted with a pair of manacles for his aivms, 
fecured by a large padlock, in fuch a faihion, as to 
hinder him from lifting up his hands, to his mouth, 
and to difable him from bending his head to his hands^ 
Don Quixote enquiring, why that man was more feU 
tered than all the reft ; one of the guards anfwcrcdi 
** Becaufe he is a greater rogue than all the reft put 
together, and fo daring a villain, that although he 
is (hackled in that manner, we arc under fome appre- 
henfion that he will give us the flip/* " What crime 
has he committed, faicT the knight, that deferves no 
greater punifhment than that of going to the gallies ? 
** He goes 'foir ten years, replied the guard, whichis 
a kind of civil death > but you neetl not enquire any 
further, when you know that this honeft gentleman i$ 
the famous Gities de PaiTamonte, alias ' Genifcllo de 
Parapilla." " Softly, Mr. Commiflary, faid the llave^ 
hearing thefe words, don't tranfmography names and 
firnames in that manner : Gines is my name and not 
Ginefello, -and Faflamonte the title of my family r 
not Parapilla, as your worfhip fays :^ let every body 
tyrfi^aboiit and look at home, and he will have bu- 
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finefs enough." '< Speak with lefi inTdence, Mr^ 
^hief above fterling^ replied the commiflary, or elfe 
I (hall make you hold your peace with a vengeance.'' 
** It appears by this oppremon, anfwered the galley* 
flave, that God^s will muft be done ; but, one day^ 
fome body ihall know whether or not my name is 
Ginefello de ftirapilla.'* " An't you called fo, you 
lying vagabond i** faid the guards *^ Yes, yes, I am 
to called, anfwered Gines : but I will make thena 
chanee that name, or their fkins (hall pay for it, if 
ever i xnctt them in a place I don't chufe at prefent 
to name. Sir knight, u you have any thing to be* 
ftow, pray let us have it, and the Lord be with you» 
for you only tire us with enquiring about other 
eople's affairs ; if you want to be informed of my 
iftory, know, I am that Gines de Paflamonte^ 
whofe life is written by thef^ ten fingers-*^ 

^* He tells nothing but the truth (aid the x:ominif-' 
lary ; for he has afkually written hi^ own hiftorv, a4 
Veil as could be defired, and pawned the manuu:ript 
in jail for two hundred riak." ^ Ay, and I (hall re^ 
deem it, faid Gines, if it were for as many ducats." 
** What ! Is it fo entertaining ?'' faid Don Qiuxcfte* 
*^ Yes, anfwered Gines, k i% to entertaining, thatr 
woe be unto Lazarillo de Tormes, and all wha 
have written or ihall write in that manner. Whar 
I can affirm ' of mine is, thalfit contains truths, amt 
fuch ingenious and favor y truths as no fidi^n canr 
equal." " And what is the title of your book ?*' 
faid the knight. " The life of Gines de Paflamonte,'* 
replied the other. *• Is it finiflied ?" faid Don Q^ix* 
ote< " How can it be finiihed, anfwered the aumor, 
when my natural life is not yet concluded ? I have 
already written my whole hiftory from my birth till 
the lail time I was fent to the gillies." " You have 
vifited them before now then ?" faid the knight* 
** For the fervice of God and the good of my coun- 
try, I have already ferved in them^ during the fpace 

of 
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ef four year^ aad know the diiKsrence between the 
bifcuit and the bull's pizzle, anfweiQd the thief ; and 
my journey to thenv now gives me no great pain, 
^r there I {h^ll have tin^ to finiOx my book, and 
fet down a great many tilings I have to fay : there 
being fpare tinu: enough in the gallies of Spain for 
tliat purpofe, which docs not require much leifure^ 
as I have every ckcumflance by heart-** " You feem 
to be an ingenious fellow/' faid I>on Quixote. " And 
unfc^rtunatCi anfwered Gines; fer genius is always 
attended by evil fortuned' " Evil loTtunc ought to 
attend villains like you/' faid the guard. ** I have 
already dcfired yo% Mr. Commiftary, to proceed 
fair and foftly, anfwered Pailamontc ; your fuperiors 
did not give you that rod to/makreat u» poor wretches, 
but to conduft and carry us to the place* of our def- 
tination> according to his» majeily's command : andl 
by tlie life of-— but 'tis no matter. The fpots; w« 
received, in the inn> may one day be rubbed out in 
waihing. Mom's the word. Let ua Hve ^hile we 
^ani i^ak v/hik we trivf, and at prefent putfue ouv 
jdurney : fot this joke has ahreadylafted too long.'^ 

The eoniO>iff»ry Ufted op bis tod, in order to give 
m proper reply to the threats of Paflanoonte ; b|itj>. 
pon Quixote intcrpofing, begged he would not cha^ 
ftife him j becanfc k was not to be wondered at, ii 
one whofe limbs were fo fhackled, fliould take fuch 
Kberties with bis tongue, then addreffmg himfclf to 
the prifoners, " From all that you have told me,» 
dear brethren, faid he, I clearly perceive, that al- 
though you ought to be chaftifed for your crimes, the 
punilhment you are going to fufFer is not much to> 
your liking, on the contrary, you make this journey 
tery much againft your inclination •, and perhaps^ 
the pufillanimity of one of you under the torture, this 
man'svwant of money, and that other's fcarcity of 
friends, and kft of all, the partiality of the judge, 
may hkw heea the caufc of your perdition, in da^- 
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privrog you of that juftice your feveral cafes entitle<f 

you to. Which confideration now operates within 

mCy fuggefting, pcrfuading, and even compelling me 

to Ihew in your behalf^ the end and aim for which 

heaven fent me into this world, and made me pro-^ 

fefs the order of knight-errintry, by which I am 

bound by oath, to fuccour the needy and opprefled | 

but bccaufe I know, that one maxim of prudence is^ 

not to do that by foul means which can be accom- 

plifhed by fair, I t)efeech Mr. Commiffary and the 

guards to unchain and let you depart in peace : the 

king will not want people to ferve him on better occa- 

fions; and I think it is very hard to etiflave thofe whont- 

Cod and nature have made free.^ Befides, gentlemcir 

(bldiers, added the knight, thofe poor people have 

committed no offence againfi you ^ a)id e^ery body 

hath fins to anfwer for.- There id a God in heaven^ 

who will take care to chaftife the wicked and reward 

the righteous : and it is not feemlv^ diat honeft meii 

(hould be the executioners of their fellow-creatureSf 

on account of matters with which they have no con^ 

cern.. This favour I entreat in a mild and peace-- 

able manner i and if you grant my reaueft^ will thank 

you heartily: whereas if you refute to do queitljr 

what I defirei this lance and fword, with the valour 

pf my invincible arihj (hall make you dd it on com-^ 

pulfion,'* ' . 

" A fine joke, truly ! replied the conmiffary : he 
has brought his harangue to a very merry conclufion f 
defiring us to fct at liberty the king's prifoners, as if 
we had authority to grant, or he to demand, their 
difcharge* I wifh your worlhip would go about 
your bufmefs, and fet to rights that bafon on your 
ikuU, without going in queft of a cat with three feet.** 
•* You are a cat and a rat and a fcoundrel to boot,** 
replied the knight, attacking him with fuch wonder- 
ful difpatch that he had not time to put himfelf in i 
poilure of defence^ fo was thrown from hi$ horfe,. 

danger- 
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^angcroufly wounded by a thruft of the knight's 
lance. And it happened luckily that this was one 
of the two who had firelocks. The reft of the guard 
were ^t firft aftoniilied and confounded at this unex- 
pefted affault; but they foon recollefted themfelvcs, 
and the horfemen drawing their fwords, while thofe 
on foot handled their javelins, fet upon Don Quixote 
i)ti their turn, who waited for them with vaft compo- 
sure ; and doubtlefs he would have fared ill, if the 
galley-flaves, feeing a fair occafion offered of gain- 
ing their liberty, had not made fliift to ofctain it, by 
breaking the cnain with which they were fettered. 
Such was the confufion, that the guards, betMreen 
their endeavours to detain the flaves who were un- 
bound, and their efforts againft Don Qu^ixote, who 
aiTaulted them, could dp nothing at all effedtual. San- 
cho, for his part, affifted in difengaging Gines dc Pafla- 
inonte, who being the firft that leaped free and dif- 
cncumbered on the plain, attacked the .wounded 
commilT^ry, and robbed hini of his fword and mufket, 
with which, pointing at one, and taking aim at an- 
other, without firing, however, in a trice there was 
not one of the guards to be feen ; for they made 
the beft of their way, not only from Eaflamonte's 
firelock, but alfo from the (hower of ftones which 
was rained upon them. by the reft of the flaves, who 
had by this time difengaged themfelves. 

Sancho was infinitely grieved at this event, reprc- 
fenting to himfelf, that thofe who fled would inftantly 
give notice of the affair to the holy brotherhood9 
which, upon the tolling of a befl^ would imme- 
diately faily forth in fearch of the delinquents. This 
fuppofition he fuggefted to his mailer, whom he in- 
treated to depart forthwith, and conceal himfelf fome- 
where in the neighbouring mountain. ** That may 
ISe a Very good expedient, faid the knight j but £ 
know wliat is proper for me to do at prefeht." He 
then called to the flaveS) who were all in confufion, 

and 
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and after they had plundered and ftrippcd the com^. 
miflary to the fkin, they affembled round him in a cir- « 
clc in order to receive his commands, and he accofted 
them in this manner ; ** It is the duty of honeft men 
ta be tliankful for benefits received ; and one of the 
fins that gives the greateft offence to God, is ingra- 
titude. This truth 1 obferve, gentlemen, becaufe you 
muft be fenfible, by manifeft experience, of that which 
you have received from me j as an acknowledgment 
for which, it is my will and plcafure, that you fct 
out immediately, loaded with that chain from which 
I have delivcrea your neck, and repairing to the city 
of Tobofo, there prefent yourfelves before the lady 
Dulcinea del Tobofo, and tell her diat her Knight 
of the Rueful Countenance hath fent you to her, 
with his hearty commendations. You ihall alfo 
pun£tually recount to her every circumftance of tJiis 
&mous adventure, even to the granting you that liberty 
you fo ardently wifhed for : and this duty being perform- 
fld, you may go a God's name whitherfoever you lift.** 
To this command Gines de PafTamcnte, in the 
/lame of all the reft, anfwered, " What your worfhip 
commands, moft worthy deKvt*cr, is ot all impofli* 
fcilltics the moft impofflbie to fuliil. Por we mud 
hy no means travel in a body, but fingle and di- 
yided, and each , by himfelf endeavour to abfcond 
within the bowels of the earth, in order to avoid the 
holy brotherhood, which will doubclefs come out 
in fearch of us. But your worfhip may, and it h but 
juftice you fhould, change that fervice and tf iVate in* 
tended for my lady Dulcinea del Tobofo, into a cer- 
tain number of Ave-maria's and Credo's, which wc 
will fay for 'your profperity : and tliis is a duty wc 
c«n fulfil by night as well as by day, in motion and 
at rcft, .and in ^ace as' weM as in war : b\it tp fup- 
pofe that we wiH now return to the flclb-pots of 
JEgypt, I mean-te the carriage ctf" our chain, and take 
the i^oad to Tobofe^ is to fuppofc that it is now mid- 

• nighty 
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night, though it wants little more than two hours of 
noon: and indeed, to expe£l this condefcenfioa of 
us, is like cxpeding pears from an elm.'*" 

** Then by heavens 1 faid Don Quixote in a rage, 
Don Son of a whore, Don Ginefelly de Parapilla, or 
whatfoever is thy name, you fhall go alone, with' 
your tail between your legs, and carry the whole' 
chain upon your own ihoulders." Paflamonte, who' ' 
wa^ none of the moft paflive people in the world, 
having already fmoaked the knight's weak fide, from 
the mad action he had committed in giving them 
their freedom, and finding hlmfclf treated by him in 
this haughty manner, tipped the wink to his com- 
panicns, who retiring with him, at a little diftance, 
began to (hower forth a number of ftones upon their 
deliverer, that he could not contrive how to cover 
himfeit v/ith his ihield : and poor Rozinante minded 
the fpur no more, than if he had been made of brafs* 
Sancho retired behind his afs, which (heltered him 
from tlie ftorm of hail that defcended on them both : 
but his mafter could not iicreen himfelf fo well, as to 
avoid an infinite number of peW>le fhot, which took 
place upon different parts of his body, fome of them 
with fuch force, that he came tumbling to the groand j* 
and no foon^r was he fallen, than the ftudent fet 
upon him^ and fnatching the bafon from his head, 
made a moft furious application of it to the knight^s 
{hcrulders, and then daihed it upon the ground with^ 
fuch force, that it went iiuo a thoufand pieces. They 
Hkewifc ftripped him of a * jacket he wore above hi% 
armour, and would even have taken his hofe^ had not 



* It wat the cnftom of knight* to wear a coa( of arms made of. 
fome rich ftoff figured in a particular maimer. The duke. of Brabanf 
1>eing caUed'in a huicf to the battk of Agincouity took a trumpet-^ 
er*8 bannei, and making a hole through the middle put it over hit* 
liead,, and ¥k;oi^e 11 as iiit coat 6T atma. 
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his greaves been in the way : they plundered Sancho 
©f his great coat, leaving him in his doublet axid 
hofe, and dividing the fpoils of the battle among 
them, each took his own feparate route, more anxi- 
ous to efcape the holy brotherhood which they dread- 
ed, than to load themfelves with the chain again, 
and go to prefent themfelves before the lady Dul- 
cinea del Tobofo. 

The afs and Rozinante, Sancho and Don Quixote, 
were the only perfons remaining on the field. Dap- 
ple, with his head hanging down in a penfive attitude, 
and every now and then (baking his ears, as if he 
imagined the hurricane of {tones that whizzed about 
them, was not yet -overj Rozinante lying ftretched 
upon the ground, to which, like bis mafter, he was 
bumbled by a pebble : Sancho in Tiis doublet terrified 
at the thoughts of the holy brotherhood j and Don 
Quixote exceflively out, of humour, at feeing him- 
felf fo ill requited by thofe people whona he had 
ferved in fuch an eflential manner. 

C H A P. IX. 

Of what befel the renowned Don Quixote in the 
brown mountain ; being one of the pioft furpri- 
fing adventures which is recounted in. this true 
hiftory. 

TNON Quixote finding himfelf fq evil entreated, 
^ faid to his fquire, " I have alvvays heard it ob- 
ferved, Sancho, that benefits conferred on bafe-mind- 
cd people are like drops of water thrown into the fea. 
Had I taken thy advice, I might have avoided this 
vexation : but now. the affair is over, we mufl have 
rdcourfe to patience, and take warning for the future." 
•* Yes, replied SancKb,^your worfhip will take warn- 
ing as lure as I am a Turk j but, fince you allow, 
that if you had , taken .my advice you would have 

avoided 
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avoided this misfortune, take my advice now, and you 
avoid a greater dill! for I give you- notice, %hat all 
your errantry will (land you in little Head againft the 
holy brotherhood, who don't value all the knightr- 
errant in the univerfe three farthings : and, in laith^ 
this minute, methinks I hear their arrows buzzing 
about my ears." *' Thou art naturally a cowardy 
Sancho, faid the knight ; but that thou mayeft have 
no reafon to fay I am obftiaate, and never ioHoyf^ 
thy counfel, for once thou flialt prevail : I will retresit 
from the danger thou dreaded fo much ; but it ftiall 
be on condition, that thou fhalt never, either in life 
or death, hint to any perfon whatfoever, that I retired, 
and avoided this peril through fear, but merely in com- 
pliance with thy earneft requeft : for to fay other- 
wife would be to propagate fatfehood : and from this 
hour to that, and from that hour to this, 1 give thee 
the lie, and affirm thou lied, and wilt lie as often as 
thou (halt fay or think any fuch thing: make no re- 
ply therefore j the very thought of my being fup- 
pofed to abfcond, or retreat from danger, efpecially 
from this, as it implies fome fort of ihadow of iear, in- 
fpires me with fuch courage, that here amJ, alone, 
ready to remain and expe£l not only the holy brother- 
hood, which thou had mentioned with fear and trem- 
bling, but alfo the brothers of the twelvef tribes of 
Ifrael, thofe of die feven Maccabees, with Cddor and 
Pollux, and all the brethren and brotherhoods in the 
univerfe." " Sir," replied Sancho, " to retreat is not to 
fly, nor is it prudent to tarry when the danger «cvcr- 
biilances tlie hope : and it is always the pra^ico-of 
wife people, to rcferve fometiiiiig for to-^moiTow, 
without venturing- all upon one cad ; and yoa muft 
know, that though I ber a rudic and a clown, I have all 
myJife-tifflie had a fiafiall diare of what is called good 
condudl : wherefore you need not repent of having 
taken my advice^ but mount: Rtuziuante, if. you .can; 
if not, I will lend you my aflidance, and foUow me ; 
Vou 1, L for 
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for this noddle of mine tells me, that at prefetit we 
iiave moFC need of heels than of hands.'' 

Don Quixote accordingly mounted^ without the 
Jeaft reply, and Sancho leading the way upon his afs, 
they took refuge in that part of the brown mountain 
which was neareft, the fquire intending to go quite 
icrofs to Vifo or Almodavar del Campo, after they 
fhould have lurked for fome days amongft the rocks, 
that they might not be found, in cafe thb holy bro- 
therhood fhould come in, fearch of them : he was 
encouraged • to this refolution, by feeing, that in 
the * fcuffle with the galley flaves, the provifions his 
^k carried had efcaped untouched ; a circumftance 
.that, in his opinion, amounted to a miracle, con- 
fidering what the. thieves had taken, and how nar- 
. rowly they had fearched. 

Tnat evening they arrived in the very heart of the 
Sierra Morena f , where Sancho propofed to fpend 
tl^ night, and even to pafs a few days, at leaft flay 
.as long as their ftore fhould lad : accordingly tbey 
took up their lodging between two rocks in the midlt 
.of a great number of cork trees : but fate, which, 
according to the opinion of thofe who do not enjoy 
the tight of the true faith,, guides, conduds, and dil- 
pofes all things after its own way, otdained that 
Gines de. JPafTamonte, that famous robber and cheat, 
who had been delivered from tb: chain by the valour 
and madnefs of Don Quixote^ I fay, fate ordained 
' that he, impelled by the fear of the holy brother- 
hood, which he did not dread without good^reafon, 

* This is an bverfight of the author, who Teems to have forgot 
that Sancho loft his wallet at th<; inn, and was rohbed by the galley- 
ikves ^ the great coat or cloak, in which he carried the remains of 
that provifion he had taken from thofc who attended the dead body 
towards Se^via. 

A t cbai& of dviky nountaint th^t divide Caftile'firom Andt- 
luiia 

hap- 
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liappened likewife to take refuge in thofe mountains ; 
and even to be carried by this fear to the fame place 
whither the fame principle had diredlcd Don Quixote 
and Sancho Panza jufl time enough to know who 
they were, notwithftanding their being gone to fleep 
- As the wicked are always ungrateful, and neceffity 
puts them to their (bifts, and the prefent convenience 
overcomes the profpeQ: of future quiet ; Gines, who 
Was neither grateful nor good-natured, refoivcd to 
fteal Sancho's afs, un4ervaluing Rozinante, as a fub- 
je£i that he CQuld neither pawn nor fell j accord- 
ingly, while the fquire was afle6p, he ftole Dapple, 
and before morjiing was gone far enough to elude all 
purfuit* . , 

The appearance of Aurora that rejoices the earth, 
had a quite contrary cSeik upon Sanchq Panza, who 
mifl^ng his Dapple, and fearching for him jn vain, 
began to utter the moil woeful lamentation that ever 
was heard i and Don Quixote, waked by the noife, 
heard him exclaiming^ in this manner : *' O Son 
of my bowels ! born in my houfe, the play-fellow of 
my children, the delight of my fpoufe, the envy of 
my neighbours, and comfo.rter of my cares ! in fliprt, 
the half of my fuilenance : for with fix and twenty 
maravedis which thou haft daily earned, did I defray 
one half of my family expence." Don Quixote hear- 
ing this complaint, and being informed of the caufe, 
confoled Sancho with all the arguments in his power» 
and begging him to have patience, promifed to give 
him a bill of exchange, on fight of which he fhould 
receive three afies out of five, which the knight had 
left at honje* Sancho being comforted with this de* 
claration^ dried up his tears, moderated his fighs, 
and returned a thoufaiid thanks to Don Quixote for 
his generofity. As they fauntered among the rocks, 
the knight's heart was rejoiced to fee places fo weH 
adapted to thofe adventures he was in queft of; for 
they recalled to his remembrance thofe wonderful 

% 2 ''■•'" ' « * events 
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; events which had happened to khights-crrant amdwg 
fuch rocks and folitadcs : he went on mufing on 
thefe fubjefts, and indeed fo wrapt up and engrofled 
by themj that he minded- nothing elfe : while San- 
iho's Only care, now that he thought he travelled 
Jin fafety, : Was .to fatisfy his appetite with what re- 
mained of the fpoiU of the clergy : he therefore jog- 
ged on leifurely after his mafter *, fitting fide-ways 
on his afs, and replenifhing his own bags out of that 
which contained the provifion ; and while he was 
thus employed, would not have given a farthing for 
the beft adventure that could happen. 

Chancing, however, to lift up his eyes, he perceived 
his mafter l^ad ftopt, and was endeavouring, with the 
* joint of his lance, to raife fome bundle that lay upon 
' the ground t he therefore h^ftened up to him, in or- 
'^ler to lend his afliftance, fliould it be found neceffary, 
and arrived juft as the knight had turned up with his 
'lance, a pillion with a portmanteau fixed to it, all 
rotted and confumed by the weather; but fo heavy, 
that Sancho was obliged to alight, in order to take 
/them up. His mafter having ordered him to examine 
'the concents of the portmanteau, he obeyed with 
jgreat alacrity, and though it wa§ ihut witn a chain 
and padlock, there were fo many holes in it, that he 
Yoon reached the infide, ^yherc he found four fhirts of 
*fine holland, with other prdvifion of linen, equal- 
ly fafliionablc and clean, together with a pretty large 
lieap of crowns of gold, wrapt up in a rag ; which he 
»o fooner perceived, than he cried in a rapture, 
** Blefled be Heaven for granting us one advantageous 
adventure !" then continuing his fearch, he found a 
j)ocket-book richly garnifhed, which Don Quixote 
defired to have," bidding him keep the money for 

• Here Cervantes hath been caught napping by the criticl^A, who 
#Vfer'4'C, that Sancho could not be mounted on the ais, which wat 
hvt )vSi Adw ftolen by Giues PaiDundDte. 

his 
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his own ufe. Sancho kifled his hand for the favour^ 
and taking the linen out of the portmanteau, crammed 
it into the bag that held their provifion. 

The knight Txaving confidered the whole affair, 
" Sancho,** faid he, ** I am of opinion, and I cannot 
poflibly be miftaken, that foftie bewildered traveller, 
in his parage over thefe mountains, has been fet up- 
on by robbers, who having flain hint, miift, havc^ 
dragged his body to be buried iil this unfrequented . 
place.** " That cannot be the cafe,*' anfwered the' 
Iquire ; *^ for if they had been robbers, they would 
not have left the money behind them '* " 'rhou art 
in the right," faid Don Quixote 5 "and I. cannot 

Euefs nor conceive what. the niatter can have- been •^ 
»et us fee if there be any thing written in diis pock- 
et-book, by which we may trace out and come to the^ 
certainty of. what' we want to know.** He opened it 
accordingly and the firft thing he found was the 
rough draught, though very legible, of a fonnet, which 
he read aloud for the benefit of Sancho^ in thefe 
words : 

T . OVE either cruel is or blind ; 
~; Or ftiil unequal to the caufe, 
Is this diftemper of the mind. 

That with infernal torture gnaws* 

IL 

But Love's a god, and cruelty 

In heavenly breafts can never dwell t . 

Then fay by what authority, 

I'm doom'd to feel the pains of hell ? 

IIL 

Of all my fufferings and my wpe^ 

Is Chloe then the fatal fource ? 
Sure ill from good can never flow. 

Nor fo much beauty gild a curfe* 

L 3 rr. 
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With hopelefs mifery weigli'd down^ 

V\{ feek for quiet in the grave ; 
For when the malady's unknown, 

A miracle alone can fave. 

" From fuch rhime,"faid Sancho," there is no infor- 
mation to be got, unlefs by that clUe* we could come 
to the bottom of the affair." ** What clue doft thou 
mean ?" faid the knight. ** The clue your worfhip 
mentioned juft now in the fonnet," anfwered the 
fquire. " I mentioned no duty" replied Don Quixote, 
'* but Chloe, which is without doubt the name of the 
lady of whom the author of theTe rerfes complains : 
and really he muft have beeh a very ingenious poet, 
or eife I know very little of the art.'* " Then your 
wtjrfln'p underftands crambo ?" faid the Cquire. ** Bet- 
ter than you imagine,** anfwered the knight, "as you 
wi]l fee when you carry from me a letter to my miftrefs 
DulciiKa del Tobofo, written in vcrfe from top to 
bottom : for thou muft know, Sancho, that all, or 
the greateft parts of the knights-errant who lived in 
former ages, were very much addi£ted to poetry and 
mufic J thefe two qualities, or rather gifts of nature^ 
being annexed to all errants in love : though ^e truth 
is, their couplets were rather fprightly than elegant/* 
*'I wiih your worfliip would read on," faid Sancho | 
" perhaps you may find fomething more to our fatis- 
faftion." Accordingly the knight having turned over 
the leaf, " Here is profe/' faid he, ** and feems to be a 
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* As it if impoflibk to preferre the original blunden of Saocho^ 
who miftakes Fill or I^iillit, for Hilo, that lignifies a thread, wc 
are obllgred to fuhftitute •nothe;', by changing Phillis into Chloe, 
which Sancho, in Engliih, might have as naturally miilaken for a 
clue ; and by this expedknt the fenfe of the pafiage is not hurt, and 
bvt very little alteretl. 

^ ^ ■ ktter.** 
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letter." Sancho afking if it was upon bullnefsi his m'af- 
tcr replied, •* In the beginning there was nothing 
but love." " Pray, Sir," cried Sancho, " read it aloud ; 
for I am highly delighted with matters of love.'* 
** With*^ all my heart," anfwered Don Quixote, 
who raifing his voice, in compliance with the {quire's 
requed, read what follows": 

** Thy falfe promifes, together with the certainty ' 
of my misfortune, have exiled me to a comer of the 
world, from whence thou wilt hear an account of 
my death, before this my, complaint fliall reach thine 
ears. Thou haft caft me off, ungrateful as thou art \ 
in favour of one, who, though he is a richer, is not z 
more deferving lover than me : for if virtue were the 
wealth that is moft efteemed, I fhould have no cauf(^ 
to envy the happinefs of others, or to bcwaH my 
own niifliap. What thy beauty had raifed, thy be- 
haviour has overthrown : by the firft I miftook thee 
for an angel j by the laft I difcovercd thee to^ be a^ 
woman. Mayeft tliou live in peace, feir authorefs 
of my misfortunes ; and heaven grant that the de- 
ceit of thy hufband may never be cKfciofed, that 
thou niayeft never repent of what thoir haft done, 
nor I enjoy the revenge I do not dcfire." 

Don Quixote having read this letter^ obfervcd, tj^at 
nothing elfe could be inferred either from it, or the 
▼erfes, but that the author wae^ fome dcfpairing lo- 
ver. Then perufing the reft of the book, he found 
more vcrfes and letters, fome tegible, and others not 
intelligible \ but the fubftance of them ail was com- 
pofed of complaints, lamentations, fufpicions, defires,. 
difgufts, favours, and difdain, fome of which were 
extolled and others deplored* While Don Quixote 
elcamined the book, Sancho rummaged the portman- 
teau, without leaving a corner in that or the pillion, 
which he did not fearch, pry into, and overhaul : no 
feam was left unripf, no lock of wool unpicked, that^ 
nothing might be loft through negligence and want o£ 

L 4 care i^ 
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care ;«fo much was his capidity awakened, hj find* 
ing the money, which amounted to more than an 
hundred crowns : and though he reaped no other fruit 
from his induftry, he thought himfelf abundantly re- 
quited for his capers in the blanket, his vomit of the 
balfam, the benediftion of the pack-flaves, the fifty- 
cufFs of the carrier, the lof» of his bags, the robbeiy, 
of his great coat, with all the hunger, thirft, and 
fatigue he had undergone in the ferviceof his worthy 
mafler, who had made liim more than amends by 
his generous prefent of this windfall. 

The knight of the Rueful Countenance was impa- 
tient to know the owner of the portmanteau ; con- 
jefturing by; the fonnet, the letter, the gold, and the 
fine linen, that he muft be fome lover of quality, 

- whom the difdain and barbarity of his miftrefs had 
driven to fome defperate end : but, as in that un- 

.iiihabited and rocky place, there was nobody who 
could give him the information he wanted, he re-'' 
folved to penetrate ftill farther into the mountain, 
without taking any other road than what Rozinantc 
ihould chufe for his own conveniency, ftill confident 
of meeting with fome ftrange adventure among thefe 
briars and brambles. 

As he went on, entertaining himfelf with thefe rc- 
fle£lions, he perceived upon the top of a hill, right 
before him, a man fkipping front bufli to bu(h, and 
rock to rock, with wonderful agility: his body 
Teemed naked, his beard black and bulliy, his air 
long and matted, his feet unfhod, his legs bare, and 
his thighs covered with breeches, which to all appear- 
ance were of crimfon, but fo ragged, that his ikin 
appeared tlirough many different holes, while his head 
was without any fort of covering. Notwithftanding 
the nimblenefs with which he pafled, all tliefe mi- 

' nute circumftances were feen and remarked by the 
fciight of tlie Rueful Countenance, who iu vain at- 
tempted to follow himj thofe rough roads being 

quite 
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quite unpaflablc by the feeble Rozln^ntc, "which was 
naturally phlegmatic and tenderrfooted. Jlowever^ 
Don Quixote concluded that this muft be the owner 
of the pillion and portmanteau, and determined with- 
in himfelf to find him out, although he fliould travel a 
whole year through the mountains for that very pur* 
pofe. With this view he ordered Sancho to alight, and 
take a fhort cut over one part of the mountain, whilc- 
he ihould go round the other ; and by this expedii 
ent they might come up with the man who had f6 
Suddenly vanifiied from their fight. "That propo^ 
fal I can by no means comply with/* arifwered the 
fquire ; " for if I ftir but an inch from^your worfliip^, 
fear inftantly lays hold on me, and aflault^ me in 4: 
thoufand horrid (hapes and vifibns j and let this fervfc. 
to apprlfe you, that henceforward I' will not budge 
a finger's breadth from yout prefeuce.'* ** 66* it 
jfo, "faid he of the Rueful Countenance ;'' "and I arii 
very glad that thou canft avail thyfelf of my couragei. 
which fhall never fail thee, even if thy, foul fhoiilii. 
jfail thy body :. fpUow me therefore, ftep by ftep, xit 
at thy own leifure : and ufe^ thine eyes like tvvo.fpyi 
glafles : we will take a compafs round, this. Utfli 
mountain, and perhaps we may meet again witH.that 
man who is certainly no other than the owneri of -what 
we found. To this obfervation, Sancho i replied;. 
" Methinks we may fave ourfelves that troubk ; fof 
if, upon finding him, he fhould prove, to be the owner 
of the money, I muft of courfe make reftitution t: 
tlierefore we had better fpare all this fruitlefs fearch,. 
and keep it bona fide^ until the true ownet. appear of 
himfelf, without all this intricate enquiry : ;ana Before 
that happens, perhaps I fliall have fpent the whole^ 
^nd then I fliall be difcharged by law/*' •^ In that 
notion, thou art miftakien, Sancho,'*' refumed tHi. 
Jtnight ; '* for as we have already good grounds to be^ 
Jieve tliat he is the owner, it isoixr duty^o find hini 
cut and rellore what we have taken \ ancr though wi 
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fliould not find hiqa, the ftrong re'afon we have to 
believe that it belongs to him will make us equally 
guiity in detaining it,, as we fhould be, if it really 
did. Wherefore, friend Sancho, do not give thyfelf 
^ny uneaiinefs about the inquiry ; becaufe if we find 
him, I fhall be freed from a great deal of anxiety/* 
So faying, he put fpurs to Rozinante, and Sancho 
followed in. his ufual manner.^ Having furrounded 
part of the mountain^ they found in a brook that wa- 
tered the foot of k, a dead mule faddled and bridled', 
^nd half confumed by the dogs and crows : another 
f ircumftance which confirmed them in the opinion, 
\hat .be who fled from them was mafler both of the 
taulc and portmanteau. 

While they were looking at this objeft, they heard 
a ihepberd's whiftle, and prefently on the left ap^ 
feared a good number of goats,, and behind thenr, 
on the top of the mountain,, they diefcried the goat'- 
herd„ who feemed to be a man ia years. t>on Quixot<^ 
calling aloud,, intreated him to come down ; and he, 
in the iame tone, aflced what had brought them to 
that place, which was leldom trodden except by the 
feet of goats,^ wolves, and other wild beafts that bar* 
tK)uxed thereabouts ? Sancho bade him come down, 
and they would tell him what had brought them thi- 
thet ; upon which the goat-herd defcended, arid com* 
ing up to Don Quixote, *^ 1*11 wager," faid he, ^'that 
vou are looking at the hireline mule which lies dead 
in that bottom, where in good fboth it hath lain full 
fix .months.. Pi'ay* have you met with its hiafter ?" 
** We have met with nothing,^* anfwered the knight^ 
^ but. a pillion and portmanteau, which we found not 
far from hence." " Ihave often feen the fame things,'* 
replied the goat-herd, " but would never touch nor go 
near them, being afraid of fome misfortune ; or of 
being queftioned for theft y for "the devil is very cun* 
ning, and raifes blocks under our feet, over which 
Mrc ilumble, and very often fall^ without knowing 

howr 
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how or wherefore.*' " That is the very thing I fay," 
anfwcred Sancho, ** though 1 faw them alfo, I would ' 
not go within a ftone's throw of them : there I left 
tliem, and there they remained as they were $ for I 
do^'t chafe to fteal' a dog with a coligr about hi» 
iieck*.*' «^ Prithee, honeft friend/' faidEton Quixote^ 
^ doft thou know who the owner of thefe things- 
is ?" *^ All that I can fay of the matter,'* anfwef ed 
Ac goat-herd, ^ is, that it may be about fix months,^ 
more or lefs, fince there came to our hut, which is* 
about three leagues from hence, a very genteel young' 
man of a comely appearancci riding upon that very^ 
mule that now lies dead, with the iam« pillion zmi^. 
portmanteau which yoa fay you found." He afked^ 
what part of the mountain was the moil woody andK 
concealed, and we told him that it was this very fpot 
where we now are ; and it is fo, for if you go naif a2 
league farther into the mountain, you will, peihapsy 
find it a very difficult matter to return r and I mar*-^ 
vel much how you have got fo far, for" there is« 
neither high^-road nor by-path that leads to this^ 
place. But, as I was faying, the young man hear-* 
ing our reply, turned his mule, and rode* towards, the: 
place to which we had direfled him, leaving us a)E 
very much pleafed with his appearance, though not 
a little furprifed at his queftion, and the fpeed witL 
which we faw him ride back into the heart of the » 
mountain -.from that time we faw no more- of him, 
till a few days after, when he fprung upon one oB 
our fliepherds on the road,- and without faying why* 
or wherefore, beat and. bruifcd him unmercifully v 
after which he went to die fumpter-afs, and carryings 
ofF all the bread and cheefe that was on his back,. 



* Methiuks it is ihconfiftcnt with. the charader cjPthe lEnightj to) 
allow Sancho to tell fuch a fraudulent untruth in his hearing ; nor* 
is Panza'8l)chaviour on this occaiion much for. the. honovr of fab* 
fimplicity.- 

L. 6k wJthi 



12«; The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

'With furprifiBg nimblencfsi ran back again to the 
thickets As foon as we underitood this particular, 
fevcral of us goat-herds went in fearch of him, through 
the moft wild and unfrequented part of the moun- 
tain, for the fpace of two days, at the end of which 
we found him lying in the hollow of a large cork ' 
tree. He came out to us in a very civil mariner, 
with his^doaths all torn, and his face fo tanned and 
disfigured by the fun, that we fhoukl fcarce have 
known him, had. not his cloaths, tattered a& they 
were^ which we had before taken particular notice or, 
AiTured u's that he was the perfon Ve went in fearch 
df. He faluted us very courteoufly, and in a few 
words, though very well chofen, bade us not wonder 
at feeing him in that condition ; for he was obliged 
in that manner to do penance, which had been in- 
joined him, on account of his manifold fins and 
tranfgreflSons. We earneftly begged to know who he 
was, but that he never could be prevailed upon to 
tell : we defired him alfo, whenever he (hould have 
occafion for food, without which he could not live, 
to tell us where we fliould find him, aod we would 
bring it to him with great care and afFe£iion; or 
if that was not to his liking, we defired him to a(k it 
civilly, without taking it by force. He thanked us 
kindly for our tenders of fervice, begged pardon for 
the auaults he had committed, and promifed for the 
future to aflc it for God's fake, without giving of- 
fence to any perfon whatfoever. With regard to the 
place of his habitation, he faid, he had no other than 
that wliich chance prefented every night when it grew 
dark ; and concluded his difcourfe with fuch piteous 
lamentation, that our hearts muft have been made 
of flint, if we fhould have heard it without fhedding 
tears, confidering the woeful change lie had under- 
f;one fince we faw him at firft : for, as I have already 
obferved, he was a genteel, comely youth, and by 
liis courteous and polite difcourfci uewed himfelf 

to 
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^ be a perfon of good birth and excellent breeding : 
and though we who heard him were only home- 
bred country people, the gentility of his carriage was 
eafily perceived by our clownilh ignorance. In the 
midft of this converfation that pafled between hinvand 
us, he grew filent all of a fudden^ and nailed,. as it 
were, his eyes to the ground, for a confiderable fpace 
of time, during which we remained in fufpence and* . 
no fmall concern, to fee the effefl: of this ftupefac- 
tion ; for by his ftaring at the ground for a good 
while, without moving his eje-lids, then Ihutting 
them clofe and biting his lips, and then drawing up 
the (kin of his forehead, we could eafily perceive that 
he was feized with fohie fit of madnefs ; and he foon 
confirmed the truth of our opinion ; for he fprung 
up with furprifing force from the ground on which 
he had thrown himfelf, and attacked the perfon who 
was next to him with fuch rage and refolution, that 
if we had not taken him off, he would- have beaten 
and bit him to death ; crying aloud all the time, 
♦* Ha, treacherous Fernando ! Now (halt thou pay 
for the injury thou haft done me. Thefe hands Ihall 
tear out thy heart, in which all Jkinds of wickednefs, 
particularly fraud and deceit, are harboured and 
dwell !^' ,To thefe he added other expreffions, tend- 
ing to reproach that Fernando with treachery and 
bafenefs. When we had got our friend out of his 
clutches, with no fmall trouble, he went ofi^ without 
fpeaking another word, and ran at full fpeed among 
thefe (hrubs and brambles, fo as that it was impof- 
fible for us to follow him. From thefe things we 
conjectured that his madnefs came upon him by fits* 
and that fome perfon of the name of Fernando muft 
have done him fome deadly wrong, which hath driven 
him to diftra£tion. Indeed this conje£^ure has been 
£nce confirmed by his different behaviour on diverfe 
occafions, when he hath met witli our fhepherds, from 
whom he hath £ometimes begged pactoif their provi- 

fiouj 
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fion, and at other times hath taken it by force ^ 
for when the fit of lunacy is upon him, though* they 
offer it of I their own free will, he will not accept of 
it peacea^ without coming to blows; but when- 
he is in his right fenfes, he begs it for God's fake, 
in a very courteous and civil manner, and returns 
many thanks for the favour, accompanied with abun- 
dance of tears. And, truly gentlemen, added the 
goat-hei^, I and four more country lads, two of them 
my owh fervants, and the other two friends of mine, 

Jeftcrday refolved to go i» fearch of him, and after 
aving found him, to carry him, either by force or 
fair means, to the city of Almodavar, which is aboutr 
eight leagues from hence, and there have him cured, 
if he be curable ; or learn of him, when he is in 
his fenfes, who he is^ or whether or not he has any 
relations to whom we may give an account of his 
misfortune* This, gentlemen^ is all I can fay, in 
anfwer to the queflions you afked; and you may 
take it for granted, that me owner of the goods you 
found, is the very fame perfon whom you few flcip 
about, hnlf naked, with fuch agility:" for Don 
Quixote had faid that they had feen a man in that 
condition, leaping from rock to rock. 

The knight was very much, furprifed at this in- 
formation of the goat-herd, which making him ftill 
more impatient to know who this unfortunate luna- 
tic was, he determined with himfel£ to put his for- 
mer defign in execution, and ga in qucft of him, 
through the whole mountain, without leaving a' cave 
or corner unfearched until he fhould find him... But 
accident wa> more his. friend en this occafion than 
he could either imagine or expefl *, for at that in- 
ftant, the young ma^i of himfelf appeared in the 
cleft of a rock hard by the place where they (lood ; 
and came towards them, muttering fomething to 
himfelf, which they could not have underftood, had 
he beeanear^, much lefs as he wa$ at fome diftance 
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from them* - Hts. equipage was juft as it has been- 
defcrtbed \ but as- he approached, Don Qmxote per- 
ceived that his b»ff doublet, though torn to rags^ 
ftill retained the perfume : from whence he conclude 
cd, that the perfon who wore fuch drefs, could not 
be a man of the loweft rank.. When he came up^ 
he faluted them very politely,, though with a hoarfe 
mif-tuned Yoice ; and the falutation was returned with 
no lefs courtefy by Don Quixote, who alighting from^ 
Rozinante,. with genteel and graceful deportment, 
went and embraced the flranger, wKom he drained 
within hi$ arms a good while, as if he had been a 
very old acquaintance. The other, who might have 
been caUed die Tatterdemalion of the Diftra£(ed, as 
Don Quixote was ftiled the knight of the Rueful 
Countenance, after having fubmit^ to this embrace^ 
ftept back, and laying his hands on the flioulders o£ 
the knight, flood looking attentively in his face, ii> 
order to recollefl him *„ no lefs aftoniihed^ perhaps^ 
at the figure, mien, and armour of Don (^ixote, 
than this kft was furprifed at his forlorn appear- 
ance. At fength, the firft who broke filence after 
the embrace was the ragged youth, who fpolcc whad 
you may read in the following chapter.. 



C K A P. X. 

The continuation of the adventure in the Sierra 

Morena* 

*T* HE hiftory relates, that Don- Quixote liftened 
^ with vaft attention to the (habby knight of the 
mountain, who began the eonverfation thusr " Af^ 
ftiredly, fignor, though I have not the honour to 
know who you are, I thank you heartily for thefe ex* 
preffions of kindnefs with which you treat me \ and 
wiih I were in fuch a fituation as would enable me 
to repay tlu$ courteous reception with fomething 

more 



\ 
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more than mere good-will : but my haplefs fortune 
affords me nothing to offer in return for the civilities 
that are ihewn me, except a hearty inclination to 
make a more adequate fatisfaftion." "My will and 
defire, anfwered Don Quixote, to ferye you is fo 
ftrong, that I was determined not to quit thefe 
mountains until I had found you, and learned of 
yourfelf, whether or not the gfief you manifeft in 
this flrange courfe of life, could be alleviated by any 
Ifind of remedy, for which, had need required, I 
would have'fearched with all pollible diligence : and 
bad your misfortune been fuch as (hut up all the 
avenues to advice and redrefs, I was refolved to join 
your lamentations, and bemoan your mifery to the 
utmoft of my power: for in all misfortunes, the 
greateft confolati^ is a fympathifing friend : and 
u this my friendly intention deferves thq leaft return 
of civility, I entreat you, fignor, by that courtefy 
V^hich I fee you fo eminently poffefs, and moreover 
conjure you by that objedl:, which of all others in 
this life you have moll loved, or are mod in love 
with, to tell me who you are, and inform me of the 
caufe that brings you to live and die in this folitude, 
like the brute beafls among which you dwell, fo differ- 
ent from that rank and Situation to which your ap- 
pearance and perfon declare you are intitled. And I 
1 wear by the order of chivalry which I have received, 
unworthy {inner that I am ! and by the profeflion of 
a knight-errant, that if you comply with this my re- 
quell, I will ferve you with that earneftnefs which 
my duty obliges me to exprcfs ; either in remedying 
your milhap, if it admits of remedy, or in condoling 
with you, as I have already promifed." The Knight 
of the Wood, hearing him of the Rueful Countenance 
talk in this manner, could do nothing for fome time 
but gaze, and flare, and furvey him from head to 
foot: at length, having examined him thoroughly, 
he faid, " If you have got jiny food, for God's fake 

fpart 
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fpare me a little *, and after I (hdl have eaten it,; I 
will do as you defire, in return for the civility you 
now llicw rue-" 

. Siincho immediately pulled from his bag, and the 
jgoat-herd from his fcrip, fome viftuals to appeafe the 
hunger of the tatterdemalion^ who fwallowed what 
tliey gave him, liice a frantic perfon, with fuch hur- 
ry, that he left not the interval of an initant between 
one mouthful and another, but feemed to devour ra- 
ther than eat, without either fpeaking or being fpoke 
to by tlie fpe£tators. His repaft being ended, he 
beckoned them to follow, ai}d conducted them to a 
verdant fpot of grafs, at the turning of a rock, a lit- 
tle way from the place where they were •, and fitting 
down on the green turf, they followed his example ;. 
not a word being .ipoke all tlie ^ime, until the ragged 
knight, after having adjuiled himfeljf in his feat, be- 
gan in this manner: *^ If you d^re, gentlemen, 
that Lfhould, in a few words, inform you of the im-. 
i))enfity. of my misfortunes, you muft give me your 
promife tjiat you will not, by any qu^ftion or other^ 
wife^^ ifltefrupt the thread of my doleful ftory 5 for 
if you ihould, that inftant I, will break off the nar« 
rption*" This, warning recalled tp the knight's me- 
mory the ftpry recounted by, his fquire, wlii^h ftill 
i^mained unfinifhed, becaufe he had not kept an ex-. 
a£l: account of the goats as they pafled tlie river. 
But to return to the tattered- knight : " I give you, 
this precaution, added he, becaufe I would briefly^ 
pafs over the detail of my ipigfortunes, the rjtmem- 
brance of which brings frefti addition to. my woe;,, 
and the fewer queftions you aflcj the fooner {liall I; 
have finifhed the relation j although, in order to fa- 
tisfy your curiofity to the full, I will not fail to men-^ 
tion every material circumftance.. Don Qnixotc 
promifed, in behalf of himfelf and the company, to 
avoid all manner of interruption j and the ftranger, 
thus aiTuredj began in thefe words : 

9 «< My 
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** My name is Cardenio, the place of my nativity 
one of the bed cities in this province of Andalufia, 
. my family noble, my parents rich, and my misfor- 
tunes fo great, that no doubt they have been lament- 
ed by them, and even felt through my whole kin- 
dred, though all their wealth would not alleviate my 
woe ; for the goods of fortune are but of little fcr- 
vice againft thofe ills infl4£led by the hand of heaven. 
In the fame country lived, ihall I call her, a paradife, 
which love had adorned with all the charms I could 
defire to poilefs ; fuch was the beauty of Lucinda, a 
young lady as well-born and rich as 1, though more 
fortunate, and endowed with lefs conftancy tlian what 
was due to my honourable intentions. This Lucinda 
did I admire, love, and adore, even from my mod ten* 
der years ; and (he made me all the returns of love 
and inclination that I could exped from her infant 
age. Our parents were not ignorant of our mutual 
aSe£i:]0Q^ which gave them no offence, becaufe they 
fbrefaw dhat tf k ifaould encreafe with pur years, it 
could have no other ifiue than marriage ; an union 
which the equality of our age and fortune feemed to 
^oint out. Meanwhile our pailion growipg up with 
our age, Lucinda's father thought himfelf obliged 
to forbid me his houfe ; imitating, in that partis 
cular, the parents of Thifbe, whom the poets haver 
celebrated fo much. This prohibition added flame 
to flame, and wifli to wifh ; for though our tongues 
were reftrained, they could not (ilence our pens, 
which commonly exprefs the fentiments of the heart 
with more liberty, becaufe the prefence of the be- 
loved obje£): often confounds the mofl determined 
intention, and puts to filence the mod undaunted 
tongue. 

Good heaven ! what letters did I write f what 
chafte endearing anfwers did I receive ! what fongs 
did I compofe, infpired by love that difplayed the foul 
unmaiked, inflamed each foft defire, regaled the faney, 

and 
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and indulged the wifh ! In fine, my patience being 
cxhaufted, and my heart .^Imoft confumed with the 
dcfire of feeing her, Prefolved to execute the fcheme 
^hich feemed moft favourable for my love and pre- 
tentions 5 and this I put in praftice by demanding 
her in niarriage of her father, who thanked me for 
the honour I intended him, by this propofal of mar- 
rying into his family, but faid, as my own father was 
alive, it was properly his bufinefs to make the de- 
mand; for unlefs his confent and inclination were 
obtained, Lucinda was not a perfon eitlier to be given 
or taken in marriage by ftealth. I , thanked him in 
my turn for his politenefs, and thinking there -was 
a great deal of reafon in what he faid, ailured myfelf 
that my father would readily agree to the propofal 
whenever I fhould make it. I therefore flew inftantly 
to difdofe my fentiments to him on that fubje£b, and 
entering the clofet where he was, found him reading 
a letter, which, before I could fpeak a fyllabte, be 
put into my hand, faying, ** By this letter, Carde- 
iiio> you will fee how much dukeRicardo is inclined 
to do you fervice." This duke Ricardo, as you muft 
Jcnow, gentlemen, is a grandee of Spain, whofe eftate 
Ires in the beft part of this province. I took and 
read the letter, which was fo extremely kind, that I 
myfelf. fliould have blamed my father, had he refufed 
to comply with what he requefted in it : this was to 
fend me immediately to his boufe, he being defirous 
that I (hould live as the companion, not the fervant, 
of his eldeft fon i and he would take care of my for-^ 
tune in fuch a manner, as fhould manifeft the efleem 
he had for me. ' Having read the letter, I was ftruck 
dumb at kiiowing the contents: efpecially when I 
heard my father pronounce, " Two days hence, Car-^ 
denio, you fliall fet out, according to the pleafure of 
the duke; and you ought to thank God for having 
opened an avenue, through which you njay arrit«J4rt 
that fortune I know you defervc*** To thii dedjura* 

tioa 
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.tion he added other advices^ ad became a prudent fa- 
ther ; and I, the night before I departed, finding 
means to fpeak with Lucinda, told her what had 
happened ; nay, I even imparted it to her father, in- 
treating him to wait a few days, without difpofing of 
her to any other, until I fliould know in what man- 
ner Ricardo wanted to employ me. He gave nie his 
promife accordingly, and Ihe confirmed it by a thou- 
fand vows and anxious fighs. 

I at length arrived at the feat of duke Ricardo, by 
'whom I wais fo well received and kindly entertained^ 
that Envy prefently began to do her office, poflefling 
the old fervants with the opinion, that every expref- 
fion of favour I received from the dijfke was preju- 
dicial to their intereft. But he who was moft rejoiced 
at my refiding there, was the duke's fecond fon Fer- 
nando, a gay, gent€;el, liberal, and an^orous youth^ 
who, in aihort-time^ was pleafed to honour me with 
fuch intimacy oif fricndlhip as became the fubje£^ of 
every body's difcourie $ and though the elder brother 
]9ved and favoured me alfo, he did nor carry his fa* 
vour and affe£l;ion to fuch a pitch. Now as atl fe>* 
crets axe communicated between friends, and the con*» 
fidence in which I lived with Fernando was fooA chan- 
ged into friendfliip, he imparted to me his moft fc* 
cret thoughts, and among other things a love afiair 
that gave him a good deal of difquiet. In fhort, he 
had an inclination for a country maid, who was his 
father's vaflaU her parents were very rich, and flic 
herfelf fo beautiful, referyed, modeu, and difcreet^ 
that nobody who knew her could determine in whiph 
of thefe qualifications ihe moft excelled. Thcfe ac- 
compliihments of this fair maiden inflamed the de« 
Cres of Don Fernanda to fuch a pitch, that b^ re- 
folved, as the caficft conqueft over her virtue, to pro- 
mife he would marry her 5 for he found it imsofli- 
ble to gratify his wifli in any other way. I, prompted 
and bound by my friendftiipj^ endeavoured to diflTuade 

and 
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and divert him from his purpofc, by the ftrongcft 
arguments and moft lively examples I could produce : 
but finding them all inefFedlual, I refolved to com- 
municate the whole affair to his JFather duke Ricardo. 
Don Fernando having abundance of cunning and 
difcernment, fufpefted my intention ; and was afraid, 
that the obligation he faw I was under, as a faithful 
fervant, would not allow me to conceal an affair fo 
prejudicial to the honour of the duke my mafter : he 
therefore, in order to divert and deceive me, obferved, 
that he could find no better remedy to remove the 
beauty that enflaved him from his remembrance, 
than that of abfence for a few months j and there- 
fore defired that we fhoiild go to my father's houfe, 
upon pretence, as he would tell the duke, of feeing 
and purchafing fome fine horfes in our town, which 
produces the beft in the world. Scarce had he ut- 
tered this propofal, when, prompted by my love, ex- 
clufive of his prudent intention, I approved of it, as 
one of the beft concerted fchemes that Could be ima- 
gined ; and was rejoiced at meeting with fuch a fair 
conjunlfture and occafion of returning to my dear Lu- 
cinda. Induced by this motive and defire, I ap- 
plauded his pretence, and enforced his propofal, ad- 
vifing him to execute his plan with all fpeed ; for 
abfence would certainly do its office, in fpite of the 
moft eftabliflied inclination. At that very time, as 
I afterwards underftood, he had enjoyed the country- 
maid, under the title of her hiifband, ahd waited for 
' an opportunity of owning it with fafety to himfelf, 
being afraid of the duke's refentment in cafe he 
fliould difcover his folly. It ^lappened afterwardsy 
that as love in young people is, for the moft part^ 
nothing but appetite, whofe only aim is pleafure ; 
and this being enjoyed, what fe^fned love vanifhes, 
becaufe it cannot exceed the bounds of nature; 
whercias real love is bounded by no fuch Emits : I 
fay, as - foon ^ Don fernsstdo enjoyed ^ c<>untry^ 
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girl, his defires were appeafed and his raptures aba« 
ted ; and if at firft he pretended to feek a cure for 
them in abfence, he now carneftlv defired to be 
abfent, that he might avoid any furtner gratification. 
The duke having given him leave, and ordered 
me to attend him, we arrived at our habitation, where 
he was received by my father in a manner fuitable 
to his rank and family. I went inftantly to vifit Lu- 
cinda, whofc prefence, in a moment, rekindled all 
my defires, which indeed were neither dead nor de- 
cayed witliin me : and, to my infinite misfortune, I 
made Don Fernando acquainted with my love, be- 
caufe I thought, by the laws of that intimate friend - 
fhip with which he honoured me, I ought to conceal 
nothing from him. I therefore praifed the beauty, 
grace, and difcretion of Lucinda*, In fuch a manner, 
as excited his curiofity to fee fuch an accompliOied 
young Ladv* Prompted by my evil genius, I grati- 
fied his defire, {hewing her to him one night by the 
^ight of a taper, at the window from which I ufed 
to Gonverfe with her. At fight of her he abfolutely 
forgot all the beauties he had formerly feen \ he was 
ilruck dumb with wonder ; he feemed to lofe all fen&y 
became abfent and penfive, and, in (hort, enamoured 
of her to that degree which you wiH perceive iq the 
couriie of my unhappy ftory. And, the more to in- 
flame his defire, which he concealed from me, and 
difclofed to Heaven alone, he happened one day to 
find a letter which (he had written, defiring me to 
afk Iier in marriage of her father, fo prudent, mo- 
defl:, and tender, mat upon perufing it, he faid, ** In 
Lucinda alone are concentered all the charms of beau- 
ty and underftanding, which sure divided among the 
reft of her fex." True it is, and I will now con- 
fefs it> that although I knew how juftly Fernando 
applauded Lucinda, I was vexed at hearing thefe 
praifes proceed from his mouth, and began to dread 
and fufpedl his inclination j for he was eternally 

talking 
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talking of her, and always turned the difcourfe upon 
her, even when he was obliged to bring her in by 
the head and flioulders : a circumftance that waked 
a fort of jealoufy within me 5 not that I imagined 
aught could alter the faith and affe£lion of Lucinda, 
yet, notwithftanding, my deftiny made me dread 
the very thing that confidence infured. Don Fer- 
nando always contrived means to read the letters I 
fent to Lucinda, together with her anfwers, on pre- 
tence of being highly pleafed with the good fenfe 
they contained I and it once happened that Hie 
having defired me to fend her a book of knight-erran- 
try, in which flie took great delight, called Amadis 

de Gaul '' 

Don Quixote no fooner heard him mention this 
book, than he faid, " Had you told me, in the be- 
ginning of your ftoi::y, that your miftrefs, Lucinda, 
was an admiret-of books of chivalry, you would 
have had no occafion to ufe any other argument to 
convince me of her fublime underftanding ; which I 
fhould not have deemed quite fo extraordinary as you 
have rcprefented it, had (he >vanted relifh for that 
fort of reading : wherefore you need not fpend any 
more words with me, in extolling her beauty, virtue, 
and good fenfe; for upon the knowledge of her tafte 
only, I pronounce her to be the moft beautiful and dif- 
creet lady in the univerfe : I wiih, however, that yqu 
had fent along with Amadis de Gaul, the worthy Don 
Rugel of Greece j' for I know your miftrefs Lucinda 
would have been greatly pleafed with Darayra and Ga- 
raya, together with the judicious fayings of the fhep- 
herdDarinel, and thofe admirable verfes of his eclogues, 
fung and reprefented by him with fuch grace^ fpirit, 
and difcretion: but the time will come when that 
omiflion may be re£lified ; indeed, the fault may be 
repaired as (oon as you (hall pleafe to accompany me 
to the place of my babitationj where I can fupply 

you 
8 
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<'ou with more than three hundred book^, whicli arc 
?Jie feaft of my foul, and entertainment of my life : 
ihough now I recolleft, not one of them remains in 
my poffeffion : thanks to the malice of wicked and 
envious enchanters. But I hope you will be fo 
good as to forgive me for having contradifted my 
promife of not interrupting your ftory ; for when the 
fubjeft turns upon chivalry or knights-erranj, I can 
no more forbear interpofing, than the rays of the 
fun can ceafe to warm, or thofe of the moon to wet : 
but I aflc pardon ; pray proceed with your ftory ; 
for that is moft to the purpofe at prefent." 

While Don Quixote was talking in this manner, 
Cardenio hung his head, and fell into a profound re- 
verie ; and though the knight repeated his requeft, 
would neither lift up hi^ head^ nor anfwer one word. 
At length, after a long paufe, looking up, " You 
cannot, faid he, beat it out of my tlioughts ; nor is 
there any perfon upon earth, who can perfuade me 
to the contrary •, and he muft be a blockhead, who 
imagines or "believes otherwife, than that the villain 
mafter Elifabat carried on a criminal correfpondence 
with queen Madafima." "By heaven,' 'tis falfe ! cried 
Don Quixote, with great indignation and impetuofity, 
as ufual ; that report is the effecb of malice, or ra- 
ther mere wantoniiefs. Queen Madafima was a moft 
royal dame, and it is not to be prefumed, that a 
princefs of her rank would confer favours upon a 
meer quack dofltor. Whofoever thinks otherwife, lies 
like a very great fcoundrel; and I wjU prove him 
fuch, either on horfeback or afoot, armed or dif^ 
armed, by night or by day, as will moft fuit his incli- 
nation." Cardenio ftood all tlie while, looking at- 
tentively at him, and being by this time feized with 
the paroxyfm of his madnefs, could not proceed 
with his ftory; neither, if he had proceeded, would 
Don Quixote have liftene^i to it^ £or he was ofiended 

at 
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at what he had heard to the prejudice * of queea 
Madafima, whofe reputation interefted him as much 
as if fhe had been aftually his own miftrefs : fuch 
"wonderful impreffion had thofe profane books made 
on his imagination ! 

I fay then, Cardenio being by this time under the 
influence* of his diftraftion, and hearing, him felf called 
liar and fcoundrel, with other terms of reproach, 
could not relifli the joke ; but, fnatching up a large 
pebble that lay near him, aimed it fo fuccefsfully at 
Don Quixote's breaft, that he fell fairly on his back 
with the blow. Sancho Panza, feeing his mafter 
treated in this manner, attacked the madman with 
his clenched fift ; but the lunatic received him with 
fuch a blow, as knocked him down to the ground 
at once, and then getting upon him, mauled his car- 
cafe to his heart's content j while the goat-herd, who 
attempted to defend him, met with the fame fate. 
Having thus mattered and pummelled them all round, 
he left OiF, and with great compofure retreated to 
the ^thickets from whence he came. Sancho then 
arofe, and, enraged to find himfelf handled in this 
manner for nothing, ran to take vengeance on the 
goat-herd, faying that he was to blame for the whole, 
becaufe he had not informed him^ that the man had 
intervals of madnefs ; which, had they known, they 
might have guarded againft them. The goat-herd 
affirmed, that he apprifed them of what might 
happen ; and if they had not heard him, it was no 
fault of his* The iquire replied, the goat-herd re- 
torted, and in conclufion, they went by the ears to- 
gether, and pulled each other's beards with fuch fury, 
that there would not have been a fi ngie hair left 



• Queen Madafima, a lady in Amadis de Gaul, attended by one 
Elifabat, a furgeoo, with whom ihe travels, and, lies in woods and 
dcferts. 
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on cither chin, had not Don Quixote interpofed. 
Sancho grapling ftoutly with his adverfary, cried, 
** Give me leave, Sir knight of the rueful counte- 
nance ; this is no armed knight, but a plebeian like 
myfelf, of whom I can fecurely take fatisfadion for 
the injury he has done me, by fighting with him hand 
to hand, like a man of honour/* " True, faid Don 
•Quixote ; but the caufe of what hath happened, can- 
not be juftly imputed to him." Peace accordingly eu- 
fued, and the knight afked the goat-herd again, if 
there was a poflibility of finding Cardenio ; for he 
was extremely dcfirous of hearing the conc!ufion of 
his ftory. The goat-herd repeated what he had faid 
before, that he did not certainly" know whereabouts 
he refided; but, if they fhould ftay long in thelc 
parts, they could not fail of finding him either mad 
or fober. 

C H A P. XL 

Of the ftrange adventures that happened to the va- 
liant knight of la Mancha, in the Sierra Morena, 
where he did penance, in imitation of Beltene- 
bros, 

DON Quixote having taken leave of the goat-herd, 
and mounted Rozinante again, commanded 
Sancho to follow him 5 and the fquire beflriding his 
afs, obeyed with great relu£lance : as they advanced 
at leiiure into the mod rocky parts of the mountain, 
Sancho longed to death for an opportunity of talk- 
ing, and waited impatiently till his mafter mould be* 
gin, that he might not tranfgrefs his orders \ but, 
being utterly unable to keep filence , any longer, 
•* Sir Don Quixote, faid he, be pleafed to give me 
your blefling, and grant me leave to return immeiii- 
ately to my wife and children, with whom, at leaft, 
I can talk and prattle my' fill ; for in commanding 
me to travel with you, through thefe defcrts, night and 

day. 
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day, without opening my lips when I am difpofed to 
fpeak, your worftip buries me alive : if it were the 
will of heaven, that beads fpokei»9iihey did in the days 
of HyfTop, I (hould be the kfs uneafy, becaufe I would 
converfe with my afs, at pleafure; and that woidd 
be fome comfort to me in my misfortunes ; but 
it is a very hard cafe, and what I cannot bear with 
patience, to travel in fearch of adventures all my life, 
and find nought but ribroaftings, blankettings, rob- 
beries, and fillycuffs ; and, aff^cr all, be obliged to 
few up our mouths, without daring to bring up what 
lies upon our ftpmachs, more than if we were dumb.** 
" I underftand thee, Sancho, replied the knight; 
thou art impatient until I take off the interdiftion I 
have laid upon thy tongue : I take it off, then — fay 
what you pleafe, on condition, that this repeal ihall 
laft no longer than our ftay in this mountain." ** Bt 
it fo, faid Sancho; to-dgy I will fpeak; to-morrow, 
God's will be done : and the firft ufe I make of this 
fafe-condu6t, is to aik why your worfhip was m fuch 
-a paffion about that queen Magimafa, or how d'ye 
call her ? or of what fignification was it to you, 
whether that fame Abat was her fweetheert or not i 
Had your worfhip overlooked that circumftance that 
you had no concern in, J firmly believe the madmaa 
would have gone on with his ftory, and you would 
have faved yourfelf the pcbble-fhot, and t more than 
half a dozen of kicks and kuffs." 

** In faith, Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote, if thou 
Icnoweft, as I do, what an honourable and princely 
lady that queen Madafina was, thou wouldeft fay, I 
had great patience in forbearing to demoli(h die 
mouth from whence fuch blafphemy proceeded ; for, 
fure 'tis no lefs than to fay or even think, that a queAi 
(hould take a furgeon to her bed. The truth of the 
ftory is, that mafter Elifabat, whom the lunatic men- 
tioned, was a man of prudence and difcernment, and 
ferved the queen in quality of tutor and phyfician 1 
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but, to' fuppofc thdt there was any indecent familis^ 
Tity between them, is a piece of folly that deferves to 
Jbe feverely chaftifed : and to convince thee that Car- 
<lenio knew not what he iaidf thou mayeft remember 
^ was deprived of his fenfes, when he took notice of 
that circumftance." ** This Fll venture tp fay, re- 
plied the £q[uire, that the words of a madman are 
not to be jmindcd ; for, if fortune had not ftood your 
worfhip^s friend, and direfted to your breaft the 
pebble that was aimed at your head, we ihould have 
been in a fine condition, for your having quarelled 
"about that lady, whom heaven confound : you may 
4Jepend upon it, Cardenio would have been acquitted 
Hon account of his madnefs." 

*^ Every knight-errant, faid Don Quixote, is obli- 
ged to quarisel with thofe who are out of their fenfes, 
as well as thofe who are in them, if they afperfe the 
Jitonour of women, whatfoever they might be. How 
;much more then, in behalf of princefles of fuch high 
4}uality ^nd accompliihments as adorned queen Mada- 
^ma, for whom I have a particular afTe^bion, on ac- 
4:Qunt of her admirable qualifications } for, over and 
2(bove hex beauty, ihe had a great {hare of prudence 
^tii refignation in her calamities, which were mani- 
fold:: and the advice and company of Mr. Elifa- 
bat were of great fervice in encouraging her to bear 
her afiUd^ions with patience and equanimity* Froin 
hence, the ignorant and malicious vulgar took occa«- 
i^on to lay, and fuppofe that (he admitted of hisca- 
reiles : but, they lie*— I iay again, all thofe who ei- 
ther fey or think fo, lie in their throats, and I will 
teil them fo two hundred times over." <^ As for my 
pwn part, faid Sancho, I neither fay nor think any 
fuch thing '9 thofe that do may dine upon it : if tbcy 
were too familiar, by this time they have anfw^Mi 
for it to God. * I prune my bum vine, and know no* 
thing about thine* I oever meddle with other peo- 
jple's coac€cns» Hie that buys and deme^^ his own 
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parfe belies, as the faying is. ' Bare I was bom, and 
bare I remain : and if I lofe nothing as little I gain. 
If he did lie with her that is no matter of mine. Many 
people hunt the hare without ever finding the fcut ; 
for, Till you hedge in the fky, the darlings will fly>; 
and evil tongues will not refrain from God himfclf." 

*• Good heaven, cried Don QKiixote, what fooleries 
arrt thou ftringing together, Sancho ! pray, what rela- 
tion have thefc old faws to the fubjeft or our conver- 
fetion ? I chaarge thee to hold thy peace, and hencc^ 
forth entertain thyfelf with fpurring up thy afs, and 
leave off talking of things^ which do not concern 
thee : or let thy whole five fenfes be convinced, that 
every thing I have done, am doing, or will do, is 
highly reafonable, and in exaft conformity with the 
laws of chivalry, which I underftand better th^n any 
kn'ght that has profeffed the order.** " Yes, Sir, 
.replied Sancho, to be fure it is anr excellent law of 
chivalry, to ftroll 2d>out bewildered in thefe moun- 
tains, where there is neither high-road nor by-p^th, 
in fearch of a madman, who, after we have found 
him, will perhaps take it in his head to finifh what 
he left undone ; not of his ftory, but of your wor- 
fliip's pate and my ribs, virhich he may, chance tO" 
break in a thoufand ffiivers." 

" I fay again, Sancho, refumed the knight, hold 
thy peace ; for I would have thee know, that I am 
not detained in this place, fo much by the^defireof 
finding the lunatiq, as of performing in it an exploic 
by which I (hall require everlafting renown through-^, 
out the whole known world ; and put the ftamp of' 
pcrfeftion upon the wonderful efforts of knight- 
errantry." " And will this exploit be attended withp 
much danger }'* faid Sancbo«^ *'.JJb, anfwercd he of 
~ iefulCounten|^^|t|iou§^b^cdicemayrunfoas 
Fee bad iniroa of good fortune; but the 
^ill depend upon thy diligence." '" Upon my 

[Tgence!? cried the fquire. " Without doubt, an- 
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fwered his mafter 5 for. if thou wilt return fpccdify 
from the place to whicn thou muft be fent, my afflic- 
tion will foon be at an end, and my glory will fpeedi- 
ly begin 2 and, that I may no longer keep thee in 
fufpence about the meaning of my words, know^ 
l^ancho, that the celebrated Amadis de Gaul was one. 
of the mod perfed knights- errant. One of them, 
faid I ? he alone was the only, Cngle, chief and fu- 
perior of all his cotemporaries* Contempt and (hame 
upon Bellianis, and all thofe who fay he equalled 
him in any one particular; for, by this light, they are 
all egregioufly deceived ! I fay, moreover, when, 
a painter dedres to become famous in his art, he en- 
deavours to imitate the originals painted by the mod 
noted artifts ; and the fame maxim holds in every 
other fcience and exercife that adorns a common* 
wealth: therefore, he who wants to attain the vir- 
tues of prudence and equanimity, muft endeavour to 
i^iitate the chafa£ler of Ulyffes, in whofe perfon and 
fufFerings Homer has drawn an excellent pi£ture of 
wifdom and patience, as Virgil, in the perfon of 
^neas, reprefente the piety of an affeftionate fon, 
and the fagacity of a wife and valiant general : not 
^t tliey are defcribed and fet forth exa£tly as they 
were, but as they ought to have been ; as exara-^ 
^ks of virtue tp pofterity. In the fame manner, 
Amadis ihone like the north ftar, the Lucifer and fun 
of all valiant and amordus knight; and therefore 
muft be imitated as a pattern, WfM thofe who ferve 
under the banners of love and chivalry. Now, thi* 
being the cafe, friend Saocho, I find that the knight- 
errant who approaches the neareft to this great origi- 
nal, will hid faireftfor attaining the perfedicn of 
chivalry: and one of t|{^ circumftances on which that 
knight gave the highe8.proo|^jfhis worth, pru^^QgCj 
/valour, patience, c<)nftahcy,lMlllove, was hi 
to the poor rock, when he was in difgrace 
miftrefs Oriana, there to do penance under the fei] 
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name *- Beltenebros ; ati appellation certainly very 
fignificant and proper to the way of life he had vo- 
luntarily chofen* As it is therefore more eafy for me 
to imitate him in this, than in cleaving giants, be* 
heading ferpents, flaying dragons, overthrowing ar- 
mies, fcattering navies, and diffolving enchantments ^ 
and as this folitude is fo well adapted to fuch defigns, 
I amrefolved to feize occafionby the fore-lock, which 
ijie now focomplaifantlyprefents/' 

*• In reality, faid Sancho, what is your worfhip 
rcfolved to do in this remote place ?" Have I not 
already told thee, replied the knight, that I am deter- 
mined to imitate Amadis, in acSiing the defperado> 
the lunatic, and madman : to copy alfo after the va- 
liant Den Roldan, when he difcovered, in a fountainy- 
certain marks by which he was convinced that Ange- 
lica the fair had committed uncleannefs with Medoro. 
A piece of information attended with fuch grief and , 
aaxiety, that he ran mad, tore up the trees by the . 
roots, fuUied the waters of the tranfparent fprliig^, 
flew fliepherds^ deftroyed flocks, fet nre to cottages, 
demoIiOied houfes, dragged mares along the ground, 
smd performed a thoufand other infolent feats worthy 
to be inferted in fame's eternal record : and becauie 
I do not propofe to imitate Roldan, or Orlando, or 
Rotolando, for he went by all thefe names, literally 
in all the extravagancies he thought, faid, and did, 1 
will copy his oudiiies as well as I can, in the mod 
eflential parts of his charafler ; nay, perhaps^ I may 
content myfelf with the fole imitation of Amadis, who, 
by his tears and fighs alone, acquired as much fame 
as the other, with all the mifchief he did.*' " If I 
afpprehend the matter aright, faid Sancho, the knights 
who played fitch mad pranks were provoked, and had 
jfon to aft thefe fooleries and penance : but 
ifeth your worfliip to turn madam ? With 




^ The Beautiful obfcure. 
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what lady are you Jn difgrace ; or by what figns are 
you given to underftand that the lady Dulcinea del 
Tobofo has been playing the rogue either with Moor 
or Chriftian ?" This is the point, anfwered Don 
Quixote, and refinement of my defign : a knight who 
turns madnian, becaufe he cannot help it, can claim 
no merit from his misifortune j but the great matter 
i^, to ran diftrafted without caufe, and give my lady 
reafon to conceive what I could do w^re I moiftened, 
when I can do fo much, being dry. More efpccially> 
as I have fufficient caufe in the long abfence to 
which I am doomed by my ever-darling miftrefs 
Dulcinea del Tobofo j for, according to th<6 words 
of the Ihepherd Matias Ambroiio, which thou mayeft* 
have heard, . • 

, In abfence of my charming. fair,, 
I fuffer all thofc ills I fear. 

Wherefore, friend Sancho, you need not throw away* 
yoar time unprofitably, in advifing me to refrain from 
an imitation at once lo admirable, rare, and happy : 
mad I am, and mad I (hall be until thou returrteft 
with the anfwcr of a letter which I propofc to fend by 
thee to my lady Dulcinea ; and if it be fuch as I am^ 
intitled to by my love and fidelity, my dillraftioa 
and penance will end : but, ihoukl it be otherwife, I 
ihall run mad in earneft, and confequently be infen- 
fible of my misfortune : wherefore, let her anfwer be 
as it may, it will extricate me from the doubts and 
affliftion in which thou leaveft me j becaufe, if it be 
favourable I fhall enjoy it in my right fenfes ; and 
if it be unfavourable, my frenzy will not feel it. 

But, tell me, Saricho, haft thou taken care of 
Mambrino's helmet, which I faw thee take up, after 
tfiat ungrateful vagabond endeavoured in vain 
it in pieces :. a circumftarice that proves the' 
Icncy of its temper ?" To this exclamation, 
replied. «< Tore God ! Sir knight of the Ruefuf 
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Countenance, I cannot fuflfer nor bear with patience 
fome things which youT worfliip fays ; for they make- 
me imagine, that all you have mentioned about chi- 
valry, and acquiring kingdoms and empires, and^ 
giving away iflands, with other favours and prefcnts, » 
according to the*praftice of knights-errant, is nothing; 
but puffs of falfehood,^ and the mere effeft of piftion«j 
or 6£lion, or what do you call it : for who that heara^ 
▼our worfliip call a barber's bafon the helmet of 
Mambrino, and fees you continue in that error fo* 
many days, but will believe, >that he who aiErms fuchi 
nonfenfe, muft be very much crazed in his under-* - 
ftanding ? The bafon, which is all bruifed and bat-- 
tercd, I have put up in my bag, in order to be mend- 
ed at home, and ufed for the fervioe of my own beard, . 
if ever, by the Grace of God, I come to fee my wife- 
«nd family." «^Hark ye, Sancho, faid Don QuixotCj,, 
by the fame oath you fwore, I fwear again, that.thout 
haft the moft lender underftanding that anyifquire 
in this world does, or ever did poffeft ! Is it poffible^. 
that after all thv travelling in my company,^thou art. 
not convinced tnat every thing belonging to knights^ - 
errajit, appears chimera^ folly, and diftracSiion, .being . 
metamorphofed into the reverfe of what it is, by the : 
power of a tribe of enchanters who attend us) clrang*- 
ing, converting, and reftoring, each particular^, ac»- 
cording to their pleafure, and the inclination: they 
have to favour or annoy us : for which reafbn; . what: 
fecms a barber's bafon to thee, I can eafily dtfcerii^r 
to be the helmet of Mambrino, and perhaps to at. 
third, it will afTume a quite different appearance}; 
and I cannot but admire the providence oi the fage: 
who is my friend, in making that which is • really 
and truly Mambrino'S helmet, appear a jbafon to ^thc : 
reft. of. mankind, becaufe it is of fuch ineftimableb 
ittdiie, IJiat if it was known, the whole wovld 'would' 
cifmbine to ravifh it from me ; but, as it appeaas to^ 
them no more than a barber's bafon,,th?y iiever at— 
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tempt to obtain it« This was plainly the cafe with 
the villain, who, having endeavoured to break it in 
pieces, left it on the ground when he went off ; 
whereas, had he known what it was, in good faith 
he would not have quitted it fo eafily. Keep it there- 
fore with care, my friend, for at prefent there is no 
occafion for it j on the contrary, I fhall ftrip off all 
my armour, and remain naked as I was born, in cafe 
I be inclined to imitate the penance of Roldan, ra- 
ther than that of Amadis." 

Converfing in this manner, they arrived at the foot 
of a high mountain that flood alone, as if it had 
been cut out from the reft that furrounded it. A 
gentle rill murmured by th6 (kirts of it, winding 
along a meadow, fe green and fertile, that it raviihed 
the i^eftator's eye ; while a number of foreft trees that 
grew around) together with fome delicious herbs 
^nd flowers, confpired to make the place enchanting* 
This was the fcene in which the knight of the Rueful 
Countenance chofe to do penance ; and therefore he 
no fooner perceived it, than he began to exclaim 
aloud, as if he had afiually loft his fenfes ; ^^ This 
is the fpot, ye heavens ! which I chufe and appoint 
my refidence, while I bewail that misfortune to which 
^ou yourfelves have reduced me. This is the place 
where the tears from thefe eyes will increafe the wa- 
ters of that little brook; and where my profound 
and uninterrupted fighs will inceffantly move the 
leaves of thefe mountain-oaks, in witnefs and tefti- 
mony of the pangs which my tormented heart en- 
dures. 'O ye rural deities, whofoever ye are, who 
take up your manfion in this uninhabited place^ 
give ear to the complaints of an unhappy lover, 
whom a tedious abfence and imaginary doubts have 
brought to lament among thefe craggy hills, and be- 
moan the cruel difpofiuon of that ungrateful fair, 
.who is the end and p^rfe£lion of all human beauty I 
Q ye nymphs and dryads^ whQ are wont to inhabit 
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the hills and groves (fo may no nimble and lafcivious 
fatyrs, by whom you are beloved, though loved in vain, 
difturb your fweet repofe), help me to bewail my mil^ 
hap : or at leaft difdain not to hear my moan ! O 
Dulcinea del Tobofo ! light of my darknefs ! glory 
of -my affliction ! north-ftar of my inclinations ! and 
planet of my fortune ! as heaven fliall pour upon you 
the HleiTings which you aflc, confider the place and 
condition to which your abfence hath exiled me, and 
put fuch a period to my woe, as my fidelity fhall feem 
to deferve ! O je folitary trees, who henceforth are 
to bear me company in this retreat, convince me, by 
the gentle waving of your boughs, that ray prefence 
gives you no difguft : and thou, my fquire, the agree- 
able companion of my good and evil fortune, faithful- 
ly retain in thy remembrance, what thou (halt fee me 
do, that thou mayeft recount and rehearfe every cir- 
cumflance to the lovely caufe of all my diftra6tion !'* 
So fa)ring, he alighted, atid taking off the bridle and 
faddle from Rozinante, gave him a flap on the but - 
tocks, pronouncing thefe words : ** He who is a 
flave himfelf, beftows freedom upon thee* O fteed, 
as excellent in thy qualities as unlucky in thy fate ! 
go wherefoever thou wilt; thou beared engraven 
on thy forehead, that thou waft never equalled in 
fviftnefs, either by Aftolpho's HypogrifF, or the .re- 
nowned Frontino that coft Bradamante fo dear.'f 

Sancho heariiig thii apoftrophe, " My blefling, 
cried he, be upon him, whofe induftry now Hwes us 
the trouble of taking tlie halter from the head of 
Dapple*, who, in good faith, fliould not want flaps. 
on the buttocks, nor abundance of fine things faid ia 
his praife : but, if he was here, I would not confent 
to his being turned loofe, there being no reafon for 
fo doing; for he was never acquainted with love and. 
defpair, no more than I who was his mailer, while it 



* Lo ! Sancho*6 als hath dlTappcared again. 
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pleafed God I fliould be fo : and truly, Sir knight of 
the Rueful Countenance, if this departure of mine^ and 
diftrafiion of your worfhip are really to take place, you. 
had better faddle Rozinante again, to fupply the want 
of Dapple ;' by which means a great deal of time will 
be faved in my going and coming ; whereas, if I make 
the journey on foot, I know not when it will be per- 
formed; for, in fliort, I am a very forry walker." " I 
fay, be it fo, then, Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote. 
I approve of thy propofal ; and aiTure thee, that thou 
{halt fet out in three days, during which I would 
have thee take notice of what I fhall do for her fake» 
that thou mayefl be able to give her a full account of 
my behaviour." *• What more can.I fee, faid Sancha^ 
than I have feen already ?" *• You arc pretty per- 
fe£k in your ftory, anfwered the knight ; but, as yet, 
I have not torn my cloaths, fcattered my armour, and 
dafhed my head againft the rocks, nor performed 
many other things of this fort, which thou wilt behold 
with admiration^" " For the love of God, Sir, cried 
Sancho, take care how you dafh your head againftr 
the rocks ; for you may chance to meet with fuch ztk 
one as will at the firft pufh put the iinifhing ftroke tot 
this whole fcheme of penance^ and I ihould think^ 
that as knocks of the head are abfolutely neceffary to 
complete the work,, your worfhip might coatent your- 
felf, feeing the whole affair is a fham, a counterfeit^ 
and a jokej I fay, your worfhip might content your- 
felf with ramming your IkuH againft water, or fome 
foft thing, like a cotton bag ; and leave it to my care 
to tell my lady, that your worfliip went to logger- 
heads with the point of a rock, a thoufand times 
harder than adamant.*' " Friend Sancho, replied 
the knight, I am obliged to thee, for thy kind inten- 
tion ; but l^u muft know, that what I do is not »* 
ill am but a very ferious matter ; for, to behave other- 
wife were to tranfgrcfs the orders of chivalry, which 
fiprbid us to lie, under pain of beuig degraded ^ and 
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you know, that to fubftitutc one thing inftead of an- 
other^ is doSvnright telling a lie : wherefore, my. knocks 
on the head muil be real, hard, and effectual, and not 
fophffticated or imaginary ; and it will be neceiTary 
to leave me fome lint for my wounds, fince it wa&> 
the will of fate that wp fhould lofe the balfam." 

** It was a much greater misfortune, faid the fqiiire^ 
to lofe the afs, and with him the lint and all ; but I be^ 
feech your worfliipnot to talk of that accurfed drench, 
the fole mention of which not only turns my ftomach^ 
but even my very foul ; and I befeech you moreover,' 
to fuppofe we have paft- thofe three days which you 
have appointed for (hewing me your mad pranks y 
for I take them all for granted, and will tell wonders 
of them to my lady. Write the letter therefore,- 
and difpatch me forthwith : becaufe I am impatient 
till I return and deliver your worflup from that pur- 
gatory in which I leave you." " Purgatory call you? 
it, Sancho, ! replied Don Quixote : it rather deferves. 
the name of hell, or fomething worfe, if worfe caa 
be." ** I have heard, faid the fquire, that froJm hell 
there is no retention." "I know not, replied the* 
knight, what you mean by retention." " Retention,: 
anfwered Sancho, fignifies, that whofoever goeth to^ 
bell, neither will nor can come back again. The con- 
trary of which fliall happen to your worftiip, or my 
feet will mi%ive me, provided I carry fpurs to quicks 
en Rozinante : and fet me once face to face before' 
my lady Dulcinea, at Tobofo, I will tc;ll her fuch 
ftories of the folly and madnefs, for they are botiv 
the fame thing, which your worfcip has committed, 
and wilt then be committing, that though I {hould 
find her harder than a cork-tree,, I will make her a& 
pliant 'as a glove, and with her fweet and honeyed 
anfwer,, return through the air like' a witch, and* 
deliver your worfliip from- this purgatory that ap- 
pears like hell,- thotigh it be not really fo^. becaufe 
there are fome hope's of gettix^ out of it ^ wherefus. 

thofe 
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tlM>fe who are a£^uallv in hell can have no fttch ex- 
pe£^ation ; and I dare fay, your worfliip wUl not ad*' 
vance any thing to the contrary." 

** ITiatis all very true, faidheof the Rueful Coun-. 
tenance ; but how fhall we make fhift to write this* 
letter ?" " Ay, and the bill for the colts ?" added 
Sancho. *' That fliall be inferted in the letter, an- 
fwered his mafter ; and I think, as there is no paper 
to be had in this place, the beft thing we can do, 
will be to write in the manner of the ancients, on 
the leaf of a tree, or on waxen tables, though, I 
believe, thofe will be as difhcult to be found as the 
paper. But, now I remember what will do well^ 
and excellently well for our purpofe : I will write it 
in tlie pocket-book which belonged to Cardenio,. 
and thou (halt take care to have it fairly tranfcribed 
in the -firft place where thou canil find a fchool- 
mafter or parifii clerk to copy it ; but, by no means 
employ a fcrivener, who may write it in fuch an 
unintelligible court*hand, that Satan himfelf could 
not underlland it." " But what is to be done 
about the figning of it ?" faid Sancho. "Love- 
letters are never figned,'* replied Don Quixote. 
•* True, refumed the fquire, but all bills mull be 
f tbfcribed : and if this of yours were to be copiet', 
they would fay the fubfcription was counterfeit, and 
1 might go whiftle for my colts," " The bill fhall 
be fubfcribed with my own hand in the pocket- 
book, which my niece fliall no fooner fee, than fhe 
will comply with the order, without any further ob-' 
jeftion : and with regard to tlie letter, indead of my 
fubfcription^ thou fhalt caufe to be infeited, *^ Yours,, 
till cieath, the knight of the Rueful Countenance.*^ 
And though it be written by another hand, it is of 
fmall importance, becaufe, now I remember, Dul- 
cinea can neither read nor write, nor ever fet eyes 
oh any writing or letter of mine : for our mutual 
love ha& been altogether Platoni j^ without extending 

farther 
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farther than a modeft glance; and even that fo 
feldom, that I can fafely fwear, in twelve vears^ dur* 
ing which I have loved her more than the light of 
thefe eyes, which will one day be clofed in duft, I 
have not feen her more than four times, and even 
in thefe foiir times, perhaps, (he hath not perceived me 
looking at her more than once Such is the reftraint 
and referve, in which her father Lorenzo Corchuelo, 
and her mother Aldonza Nogales, have brought her 
up !" 

" Ah, ah ! cried Sancho, is the daughter of Lo- 
renza Corchuelo, whofe other name is Aldonza Lo- 
renza, the fame with the lady Dulcinea?" " Yes, 
anfwered the knight, and {he deferves to be lady of 
the whole univerie." ** I know her pcrfeftly well, 
faid Sancho ; and this will venture to fay, in her be* 
half, that (he will pitch the bar a^ewell as e'er a lufty 
young fellow in the village. Ble^' the fender I (lie is 
a ftrapper, tall and hale' wind and limb, and can 
lift out of the mire any fquire or knight-errant, Uho 
fhall chufe her for his (weet-heart. Ah ! the whoreV 
chick ! what a pair of lungs and voice has (he got ! 
I heard her one day hollow from the belfry to fome 
.young fellows of her acquaintance, who were at 
"work in 4 corn-field of her fstther's ; and, though 
it was at the diftance of half a ieague, they heard her 
as plain- as if they had been right under the fteeple ; 
and, what is better ftill, (he is not at all coy, buH 
behaves herfelf civilly ; and jokes, and romps, and 
plays the rogue with any body. Now, (ir knight of 
, the Rueful Countenance, I fay that your worihip not 
only has caufe to run mad for her, but even to 
defpair and hang yourfelf : and I am fure nobody 
tl^tf heard it, but would fay you had done extremeljf 
wel] ; even though the devil (hould run away wita 
you : and truly, I wi(h I were now upon my way> 
merely to fee her ; for, I have not beheld her thefe 
0uny days i and^ furelyi ihe muft be greatly altered 1 

for 
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for the fun and weather does very much damage t6* 
the face of a woman, who is always at work in th^. 
field. To tell you the truth, fir Don Quixote, I 
have hitherto lived in great ignorance with refpeA tot 
my lady I>ulcinea, whom I verily believed to be fome 
princefs that your worlhip was in love with ; or a 
perfon of fuch rank as ta deferve the rich prefents 
you fent to her; namely, the Bifcayan and galley-i- 
iiaves, with many others whom.you conquered in the- 
courfe of your numberlefsviflfories, both before and* 
fince I have been your iquire. But, when one confiders 
the affair, what benefits can my lady Aldonza Lo-^ 
renzo— I mean, my Lady Dulcinea Del Tobolb^, 
reap from your worfliip'6 fending, or havin? fent 
thofe, whom- you overcome in battle, . to fall upon 
their knees before her I efpectally as they might- 
chance to come attP time, when flie is bufy, card* 
ing flax and threfiiing corn ; in which cale, they 
would be afhamed to fee her, and {he laugh and be 
out of humour at their arrival.*' " I have frequently 
obferved, before now^ Sancho^ faid Don. Qiixote^. 
that thoU' art an everlafting babbler,, and, though of ^ 
a (hallow uhderftanding, thy bluntnefs borders oftea- 
on fevcrity y but, to convince tBee of thy own ignoi- 
nnce and'my difcretion, thou flialt give eat to a Inort 
ftory which I will relate.'*' 

** Know then, that once upon a time,, a certain^ 
handfome widows young, free,, wealthy, and, above - 
all, good-humoured, fell in love with a thick, fquat^ 
brawny lay-brother, belonging to a neighbouring 
convent : the fuperior of which being informed of the 
affair,, faid to the widow one day by way of bro- 
therly reproof, *^I am amaaed, madam, and not 
without caufe, that a lady of your rank, beauty, and' 
fortune, fiiould beftow your affe6bion upon fuch a 
low, (impte, clownifli fellow 5 when there are fo many 
mafters, graduates and divines iathe convent, among- 
wh<mi your ladyfiiip may chogtfe>, aa one picks peat^. 

faying^. 
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iaying, This I like, that I loath. The lady anfwered, 
with great freedom and vivacity, " Signior, you are 
very much deceived, and very old-fafliioned in your 
opinion, if you think I have made a bad choice in 
that fellow who feems fo fimple : for, in that par- 
ticular which I admire, he is as much of a philofo- 
pher, nay, more than Ariftotle^himfelf." In like man- 
ner, Sancho, Dulcinea del Tobofo is as proper for^ 
my occafions as the higheft princefs upon earth. All 
the poets who have celebrated ladies, under names^ 
"which they invented at pleafure, had not really fuch 
miftreffes as they defcribe. Doft thou imagine, that 
all the Amarylliles, Silvias, Phillifes, Dianas, Galateas^ 
Alidas, and other names fo often met with, in ro- 
mances, poems, barber's Ihops, and on the ftage, ac- 
tually belonged to ladies of flefh and blood, who 
were adored by thof>* who (ing, and have fung their 
praifes ? No lurely ; but, on the contrary, are, fof . 
the moft part, feigped and adopted as the fubjefts of 
verfe, that the poets may be thought men of amorous 
and gallant difpofitions. Wherefore, let it fuffice,. 
that I imagine and believe the worthy A^donza Lo- 
renzo to be beautiful and modeft : aiiu, as to hfer 
pedigree, it is a matter of fmall importance; there 
is no neceffity for taking information on that head, 
as if fhe were to be invefted with fome order of 
knighthood, and I take it for granted, that fhe is the 
noblcft princefs in the univerfe ; for thou muft know, 
Sancha, if it be a thing of which thou art ignorant^ 
that the two qualities, which, above all others, infpire 
love, are beauty and reputation: and thefe two is 
Dulcinea in confummate poffeflion of ; for, in beauty 
fhe excells kll women, and is equalled by very few 
in point of reputation. And, to conclude, I imagine 
that all I have faid is true without exaggeration or 
diminution. I paint her in my fancy, according to 
my wiih, as well in beauty as in rank ; unexcelled 
by Helen, unrivalled by Lucretia, or any other he- 
roine: 
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roinc of ages paft, whether Grecian, Roman or Bar- 
barian ; and let people fay what they will, if I am 
blamed by the ignorant, I (hall be acquitted by the 
mod rigid of thofe who are proper judges of the 
cafe." •* I fay, anfwered Sancho, that your worfliip 
is very much in the right, and I am no better than 
an afs : but I know not why I fliould mention the 
word afs ; for one ought not to talk of halters in 
the houfe of a man who was hanged. But give me 
the letter, and farewell till I return." 

Don Quixote pulled out the memorandum book» 
and fteppmg afide, with great compofure, began to 
write the letter, which when he had finished, he call- 
ed to Sancho, faying he wanted to read it to him, 
that he might retain it in his memory, in cafe he. 
iliould lofe it by the wayj for every thing was. 
to be feared from his evil fortune. *^ Your vw>Tftiip^ . 
anfwered Sancho, may write it down two or three . 
times ill the book, and I will take fpecial care to coi»- 
vey it fafely ; but it is folly to fuppofe that I can . 
retain it in my memory, which is fo bad, that I have 
many a time forgot my own name; but, notwith- 
ftanding, pray, fir, read it to me ; I (hall be hugely 
rejoiced to hear it j for it muft certainly be curioufly 
penned." *^ Liften then, and I will read it/* faid 
Pon Quixote, who began as follows : 

Don Quixote's letter to Dulcinea del Tobofo* 

Sovereign and fublime princefs, 

TT E who is wounded by the edge of abfcnce, and 
-*• -* whofe heart is (luck full of the darts of affli£tLon> 
mod Divine Dulcinea del Tobofo ! wiflies thee that 
health which he is not doomed to enjoy. If I am 
fcorned by that beauty, if thy virtue affords me no re* 
lief, if thy difdain completes my misfortune v albeit 
I am inured to fufFering, I can ill fupport the mifcry 
I bear, which hath not only been exceffive, but alfo 

of 
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of long duration. Mytrufty fquirc Sancho will give 
thee an ample relation^ O ungrateful beauty and 
lovely foe ! of the fituation in which I remain oa 
thy account : if it be thy will to fuccour me, I am 
thy Have : if not, ufc thy pleafure ; for the end of 
my life will fatisfy thy cruelty and my defire. 
Thine till death. 

The knight of the Rueful Countenance. 

** By my father's foul ! cried Sancho, this h the 
higheft thing I ever heard. Odds-niggers ! how your 
worfliip writes whatfoever your pleafe, and how curi- 
oufly you conclude, " The knight of the Rueful Coun- 
tenance." I verily believe your worfliip is the devil 
himfelf, and knows every thing.** ** All that know- 
ledge, replied the knight, is neceflary for the em- 
ployment I profefs." Why then, faid the fquire, be 
fo good as to write on the other leaf, the order for 
the three colts, and be fure to fubfcribe diftin£^ly, 
that when it is prefented, your hand-writing may 
be known." " With all my heart," faid Don Quix- 
ote, who, having written an order, read it alouS ia 
tfaefe terms* 

Dear Niece, 

T)LEAS£ deliver to Sancho Panza, my fquire^ 
* or order, at fight of this my firft bill of colts, 
three of the five, which I left at home in your cuf- 
tody : which three colts I order you to pay, in return 
for the like number received of him : and this bill, to- 
gether with his receipt, fliall be a fufficient acquit- 
tance to you. 

Given in the heart ♦of the brown mountain, the 
twentieth and fecond of Auguft, this prcfent year. 

Sancho liked the form, and defired his maftcr to 
Cgn it. *^ There is no occafion for my figning it, 
faid Don Quixote, with any thing but my cypher, 
wliich is fufficient not only for tlitee, but three hun- 
dred 
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drcd affes." " As to that I will take your worfhipV 
word \ and now give me leave to go and faddle Ro- 
zinante» which when I have done, and received your 
bleffing, I intend forthwith to depart, without flaying 
to fee you play any fooliih tricks, though I will affirm 
I have beheld you perform fo many, that ihe will 
defire to hear no more of tffe niatter.'* " At leafl^ 
Sancho, faid the knight, I would have thee, becaufe 
there is a neceffity for it, ftay and fee me ftrip, and 
perform a dozen or two of mad pranks, which I caiv 
eafily finifli in half an hour ^ for, when thine eyes 
ihall have been witnefles of fbme things I will ^Gty. 
thou mayft fafely fwear to what additions thou ihalt 
make in thy report ; and I aflure you, thou wilt not 
relate the half of yhat I intend to atchieve/' ** For 
the love of God ! dear Sir, cried Sancho, let me not 
fee your worihip naked : for it will give me fo mucl^ 
uneafinefs, that I ihall not be able to refrain from, 
weeping : and my head aches already, with the for- 
TOW I felt laft night, about Dapple ; fo that I cannot 
bear to be fet annouming again : wherefore, if it be 
your worihip *s pleafure, that I ihould fee fome of your 
mad afiions^ pray dif^atch them in your cloaths ; 
and let them be fuch as will ftand you in moil (lead r 
for my own part, I think there is no occafion for any 
fuch thing \ and if yo«s difpenfe with them it -will 
fave time, and fend me back the fooner with fuclv 
news as your worihip defires and deferves,. For, if 
spy lady Dulcmea is not prepared to fend a reafonable 
anfwer, I folemnly proleft,,! will extra£l a favourable 
reply out of her maw, by kicking and cuffing. What L ' 
18 it to be borne that fuch a renowned knight-errant 
as your worihip, ihould run mad without why or 
wherefore, on account of a — ^I would not have her 
ladjihip compel me to fpeak, or, egad, I ihall blab 
things by the dozen, even though they ihould fpoil the 
market. J am a rare fellow at that iport. I find 
itt knows littk of my temper, otherwi& i'faith i (he 
•* wouldc 
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'would take care to give me no offence." ** In good 
•faith, Sanclio, faid Don Quixote, thou feemeft to be 
as mad as myfeit** *^ Not quite fo mad, replied the 
€quire, but a little more choleric ; but enough of 
that. What eataWes has your worfliip' got to live up- 
on till my return^ will you go to the high road, and 
rob the fhepherds, like Cardeiiip ?" •* Let not that 
give thee any concern, anfwered the knight : though 
1 had ftore of provifions by me, I (hould cat no- 
thing but "the herbs and fruits which this meadow 
and thefe trees afford : the perfe£i:ion of my defign 
confifting in abftaining from foodj and encounter- 
ing other hardihips." Your worfhip muft know, 
faid Sancho, that I am afraid I (hall not find my way 
back again to this concealed and unfrequented place^ 
in whicK I leave your worfhip." Take good no- 
tice of the marks, anfwered the knight, and I fhall 
endeavour to remain always near this very fpot : nay, 
I will take care to afcend the higheft rocks hereabouts) 
that I may have a chance of defcrying thee afar off, 
in thy return. But, the beft fcheme for preventing 
thy being bewildered, will be, to cut down fome of 
the furze that grows here in great plenty, and drop 
bunches of it, at fmall diflances on the way, until 
thou fli^lt reach the flat country: and they will 
ferve as land-marks to guide thee hither on thy re- 
turn, like the clue of T hefeus, in the labyrinth of 
Crete-" 

** I will take your advice, fail! Sancho ;" who ac- 
cordingly cutting a large bundle, begged his mafler's 
bleffing, and took his leave, not wimput many tears 
on both fides. Then mounting Rozinante, whom 
Don Quixote ftrongly recommended to his care, com- 
manding him to pay as much regard to the fleed as 
lie would fhew for his own perfoq i he fet out for 
the plaio, fcattering by. the way, the furze he had 
cut, according to the dir e<flion of his mafter. In this 
maaner^ ih^ni did be b^gin bis joijirney, notwith-* 

{landing 
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(landing the inceflant importunities of Don Quixote, 
who folicited him to (lay and fee fome of hi* extra- 
vagancies : but he had not travelled above an hun- 
dred yards,, when he returned, faying, " I confcfs 
your worftiip was in the right, when you obferved, 
that, in order to my fwearing with a fafe confciencc 
that I have fecn you perform mad pranks, it would 
be neceffary for you to play fome in my prefence; 
although^ in my opinion, I have feen a pretty good 
fample already in your Haying here by yourfclf." 
'* Did not I tell thee fo, Sancho ? faid Don Quixote : 
wait a little, and I will finifh them in a twinkling/' 
So faying, he ftript off his breeches in a great hurry, 
leaving his pofteriors covered by the tail of his fliirt 
alone, and without further ceremony, cut a couple 
of capers, and a like number of tumbles, with his 
head down and his heels up, difclofing particulars, 
whicli fliocked the modefty of Sancho fo much, that 
in order to avoid the fight of them a fecond time, he 
turned Rozinante, fully fatkfied and pleafed, that he 
might now honeftly fwear he had left his mafter dif- 
trat^ed. We will therefore let him purfue his jour- 
ney, till his return, which was more fpeedy than 
could be expe<^ed. 

CHAP. xn. 

A continuation of the refinements in love, praftifed 
by Don Quix(Re, in the brown mountain. 

l> UT, to return to the account of what the knight 
^ of the Rueful Countenance executed when he 
found himfelf alone. The hiftory relates, that, hav- 
ing performed the capers and the tumbles, naked, 
from the waift downward, and perceived that Sancho 
was gone, without waiting to lee more of his extra- 
vagancies, he climbed to tiie top of a high rock, and 
there revolved what he had often refie^led upon, with 

out- 
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out coming to any conclufion 5 namely, whether it 
was better and more fit for his purpofe to imitate Or- 
lando in his outrageous, or Amadis in his melancholy 
madnefs. ** It is not to be wondered at, faid h^ 
within himfelf, if Orlando was fuch a ftout and va- 
liant knight as he is reprefented ; for he was ac- 
tually enchanted, and invulnerable by every weapon 
but the point of a pin, thruft into his foot, upon 
which he always wore a {hoe with feven foles of iron : 
though that precaution did not avail him again ft Ber- 
nardo del Carpeio, who being informed of the con- 
trivance, ftrangled him in his arms at the ba'tle of 
Roncevalles : but the circumftance of his valour a- 
part, let us confider that of lofing his fenfes, which 
actually happened, when he found the tokens in the 
fountain, and received the information of the fhep- 
herd, by which he learned that Angelica had flept 
more tnan two afternoons with Modero, the little 
Moor, with curled locks, who was Agramante*s page ; 
and truly, if he was convinced in his own mind that 
his miftrefs had milbehaved in that manner, it was 
no great feat to run mad upon the difcovery. But, 
why fhould I imitate hir>i in his madnefs, when the 
occafion is not fimilar ; for, my Dulcinea del Tobo- 
fo, I dare fwear, never in all the days of her life, 
beheld one Moor in his own likenefs ; and is this 
day as much a virgin as the mother that bore her ; I 
(liould therefore do her a manifeft injury, in ima- 
gining otherwife, and adopting that kind of madnefs 
which pofTeflcd Orlando Furiofo. On the other hand, 
I am fenfible that Amadis de Gaul, without lofing 
his fenfes^ or afting the madman, acquired as much, 
or more fame than he, in the charafter of a lover ; 
for, according to the hiftory, all that he did, when 
he found himfelf in difgrace with his miftrefs 
Oriana, who banifhed him from her prefence during 
pieafure, was to retire, in company of a hermit, to 

the 
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the poor rock, where he contented himfelf with bc.- 
moaning his misfortune, until heaven fent him fuc- 
cour, in the midil of his great neceffity and affliftion. 
If this circumftance, therefore, be true, as I know it 
is, why fhould I now take the trouble of ft ripping 
myfelf naked, or give umbrage to thefe trees, which 
have done me no harm! or what reafon have I to 
defile the pure ftream of thefe rivulets, which, when 
I want it, will yield me pleafant drink! Flourifh 
then the memory of Amadis ! and let him be imitated 
as much as poffible, by Don Quixote de la Mancha, 
of whom may be faid, that vrhich is * recorded of 
another, ' If he did not atchieve great things, at 
leaft, he died in attempting/ And, though I am 
not baniflied nor difdained by my Dulcinea, let it 
fuffice, as I have already faid, that I am abfent from 
her. Come then, let us begin : recur to my re- 
membrance, ye feats of Aniadis, and initiate me in 
the imitation of your fame ! I know his chief cxercife 
was prayer, and in that too will I follow his exam- 
ple. So faying, he compofed a rofary of the large 
galls of a cork-tree, which he ftrung together in- 
uead of beads ; but he found an unfurmountable 
difficulty in the want of Sn hermit to confefs and 
confole him : wherefore, he entertained himfelf in 
ftrolling about the meadow, writing and engraving 
verfes on the barks of trees, and the fmooth fand : 
all of whom on the fubjcft of his own melancholy, 
or in praife of his miftrefs Dulcinea : but, after he 
was found in this place, none, except the following^ 
remained intelligible and entire. 



* Probably alluding to the epitaph pf Phaet(»i. 

' Hie fitus eft Phaeton, currus auri{ a paterni» 
Quern B. non teuuit, xna^nis tamm occidit aufis. 

8 



DON Q^U I X O T E; 2&S 

I. 

^E trees and herbs, fo green and tall, 
* That (hade this meadow, and adorni 
If you rejoice not at my thrall, 

Give ear unto a wretch forlorn ; 
Nor, let my grief, though loud invade 

Your peace ; but, by Don Quixore, be z 
Self-ofFer'd tax of forrow, paid 
In abfence of his Dulcinea 

del Tobofo. 

IL 

Thefc are the rocks to which he's driven 

By her who feems not much to care for 
The trueft lover under heaven : 

And yet he knows not why nor wherefore* 
By love tofs'd like a tennis-ball, 

A cafk of tears will not defray a 
Whole day's expence of grief and gallj 

In abfence of his Dulcinea 

del Tobofo. 

IIL 

Among thefe craggy rocks and brambles. 

He hangs, alas ! on forrow's tenters # 
Or curfes, as alone he rambles. 

The cruel caufe of his mifventurcs. 
Unpitying love about his ears. 

With fcourge fevere began to play a 
Mod dreadful game, that made his tears 

Flow for his abfent Dulcinea 

del Tobofo. 

Thefc verfes, with the addition of del Tobofo, to 
the name* of Dulcinea, afforded infinite diverfion to 
thofe who found them: for, they concluded Don 
Quixote had imagined, that, if he named her with- 
out this titlej the ftanza^ould not poiGbly be underr 

Vol.. I. N ftood; 
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ftood ; and this was really the cafe, as he afterwards 
owned. Many other ditties did he compofe ; but, 
as we have already obferved, none but thefe three 
ftanzas could bcdecyphercd and read. In this aniufe- 
ment, in fighing, invoking the fawns and fiivans of 
thofe woods, the nymphs of the brooks, with the 
damp and doleful ecno to hear, confole, and refound 
his complaints ; and in culling plants to fuftain na-^ 
ture, he employed himfelf till the return of Sancho, 
who, had he ftayed three weeks, inftead of three days, 
the Knight of the Rueful Countenance would have 
b^en fo emaciated and disfigured, that he could not 
have been known by the mother who bore him. 
I However, it will not be amifs to leave him, en- 
grofled by his fighs and poetry, in order to recount 
what happened to Sancho Panza in the execution of 
Ills embafiy. Having reached the highway, this trufty 
meilenger took the road to Tobofo* and next day ar- 
rived at the very, km where he had met with the dif- 
graceful adventure of the blanketting. He no fooner 
perceived the unlucky houfe, than he fancied himfelf 
cutting capers in the air again ; and was very loath 
to enter, although it was then dinner-time, and he 
vrzs very much inftigated by the defire of tailing 
fomething hot^ as he had lived for a great many 
days paft on cold vi£luals only. This inclination 
compelled him to ride clofc up to the inn, where, 
while he was fitting in fufpence, and hefitating whe- 
ther or not he (hould enter, two perfons happened to 
come to the door, and knowing him immediately, 
the one faid to the other, ** Pray, Mr. Licentiate, is 
not that man on horfeback our neighbour Sancho 
Panza, who, as the houfekeeper told us, went out 
with our adventurer in quality of fquire ?** •* The 
Tery fame, anfwered the licentiate, and that is the 
individual horfc of our friend Don Quixote." And 
no wonder they fhould know him fo eafily ; for they 
were no t)ther than the curate and barber of the 
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knight's town, by whom the fcrutiny and trial of his. 
books were held. Having therefore recognized San-f 
cho Panza and Rozinahte, and being impatient to- 
hear news of Don Quixote, they ran up to the fquire,. 
and the curate called him by name, faying, ** Friend 
Sancho, where is your matter ?" Sancho, who recol-- 
lected them alfo, rcfolved to conceal the place and 
condition in which he had left his matter ; and there-' 
fore anfwered, that the knight was in a certain place^ 
employed about a certain affair of the utmoft import- 
ance, which he durft not difcloft for the eyes that 
ftood in his head." ** That pretence will not do, 
Sancho, faid the barber j if you refufe t© tell where 
he is, we ftiall imagine, as indeed we do, that you 
have robbed and murdered him, artd taken pofleffion, 
of his horfe ; fo, that in good footh, you muft either 
produce him, or in this very fpot, we will — •** '* You 
hiive no occaiion, cried Sancho, interrupting him, to' 
threaten people in this manner ; I am not the man- 
to rob* and murder any pcrfon: every man muft fall 
by his own fortune, or by the will of God that cre- 
ated him : my matter is found and fafe, doing pc-. 
nance in the midft of that mountain, to his heart's* 
content." He then, without paufing^ in a breath 
informed them of the condition in which he left him, 
recounted all the adventures which had -happened to 
him, and told them of the letter he was carrying to 
my lady Dulcinea del Tobofo, who was no other 
than Lorenzo Corchuelo*s daughter, with whom his 
aaiafter was up to his ears in love. 

The/ were aftonifhed at what the fquire related, 
and though wdl acquainted with the particular fpe- 
<ies of Don Quixote*s madnefs, this inftance afforded 
f refh admiration z they defired Sancho to fhew them 
the letter for the lady Dulcinea del Tobofo ; and he 
told them it was only a rough draught, written on 
the leaf of a pocket-book ; and that nis mafler had 
ordered him to get it tranfcribed on a Oicct of paper, 
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With the firft convenient opportunity. The curate 
promifed to tranfcribe it in a fair legible hand, and 
again defiring a fight of it, Sancho put his hand in 
his bofbm, in fearch of the book, which, however, 
he could not find ; and indeed had he fumbled tijl 
thfs time, it would have been to no purpofe: for 
he had left it with Don Quixote, who had forgot to 
give, as he, to afk it of him, before he fet out. San- 
cho miflTmg his charge, grew pale as death, and 
ffearching again his whole body with great eagernefsj 
could find nothing 5 upon which without more ado, 
he laid hold of his beard with both hands, and pluck- 
ed one half of it from his chin ; then, with vajt dif- 
patch and precipitation, belaboured liis face and nofc 
in fu«h a manner, as left the whole covered with 
blood. The curate and barber feeing I)im make fo 
free with his own perfon, afked what had happened 
to him, that made him handle himfelf fo roughly ? 
** What has happened to me ? cried the fquire. I 
have loft and let flip through my fingers, in an in- 
ftant, three afs colts, each of which was as tall as a 
tower.'* " By what means ?" refumed the barber, 
** I have loft, anfwered Sancho, tb(? pocket-book, 
in which was written the letter for Dulcinea, together 
with an order, figncd by my matter's own hand, de- 
firing his niece to deliver to me three colts out of four 
or five which he has at home." At the fame time, 
he told them how he had loft Dapple. The curate 
comforted him, by faying, that v^hen he returned, 
his maftef would renew the order, and give him a 
bill upon paper, as the cuftom is, for. thofc written 
in pocket-books are never accepted or paid. 

With this aflurance Sancho confoled himfelf, ob- 
ferving, fince that was the cafe, he fliould not" give 
himfelf much uneafinefs about the lofs of the letter, 
which as he retained it by heart he could caufe to be 
tranfcribed where and when he pleafed. The barbfsr 
defired him tp repeat it, telling him they would 

tranfcribe 
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tranfcribc it ; upon which Sancho began to fcratch 
his head, in order to recolleflt it, {landing fometimes 
on one foot, fometimes on the other. One while 
he fixed his eyes upon the ground, then lifted them 
up to heaven : at laft, after a moft tedious paufe, 
during which he gnawed off the half of one of his 
nails, and kept his hearers in the moil impatient 
fufpencc; " Fore God Mr, Licentiate, faid he, I 
"believe the devil has run away with every word that 
1 remembered of this letter: though I am pofitive 
it began with * fubtcrrene and fublime princefs !* 
** It could not be fubterrene, faid the barber, but 
fuperterrene or fovereign.** " Your are in the right, 
rcfumed Sancho : then, if my memory does not fail 
me^ It went on with ^ the fmitten, the fleeplefs, and 
the fore, kiffea your hands, moft ungrateful and un- 
regarded beauty :' and fomething or other of healtli 
'and diftiemper which he wiftied her; running on at 
this rate, till he concluded with, Yours, till death, 
the Knight of the Rueful Countenance." 
• The hearers were not a little diverted with this fpc* 
ximcn of Sancho'a memory^ which they applauded 
very much ; defiring him to repeat the letter again, 
twice over, that they might retain it, until they could 
^ave an opportunity of tranfcribing it. fie accord- 
ingly renewed his efforts, repeated it three times 5 
and as often recited three thoufand other abfurdities* 
He likewife gave them an account of every thing 
which had befallen his mafter ; but mentioned not a 
fyllablc of the blanketting that had happened to 
himfelf, in that very inn which he refufed to enter s 
■nay, he gave them to underftand that his mafter, as 
ibon as he could bring him a favourable difpatch 
from my lady Dulcinea del Tobofo, would put him- 
self in the way of becoming an emperor or monarch 
at leaft, according to the plan fettled between them. 
This he reprefented as a very eafy matter ; confider- 
ing the valour of his pcrfon and ftrength of his arm : 
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and tqld them, that thU defign would be no foouer 
accomplifhedy than the knight would beftow upon 
him in marriage (for by that time, he muft of ne- 
ccffity be a widower) one of the maids of honour 
to the emprefs ; a fine young lady, and heirefs of ^ 
vaft and wealthy ellate upon the main land, with- 
out any oUands or iflands, whiqh he did not much 
care for. 

Sancho uttered this piece of wrong-headed inforn>* 
Sition with fuch compofure, wiping his nofc from 
time to time, that his townfmen cpuld not help ad- 
miring anew the madnefs of Don Quixote, which, 
like a whirlpool, had fucked in and fwept along with 
it the underftanding of this poor fimpleton. They 
did not chufe to fatigue themfelves with endeavours 
to convince -him of his error ; but, as they believed 
it. was not prejudicial to his confcience, relolved, foir 
their amufement, to encourage him in his follv: 
with this view, they advifed him to pray to God for 
long life and health to his mailer ; and obferved, thajt 
it was a thing both likely and feafible that he fhould, 
in procefs of time, become an emperor, at leaft^ an 
archbifliop, or attain fome ftation of equ^ dignity. 
To this encouragement, Sancho replied, *' Gentler- 
men, if fortune (hould bring matters abbiU^ fo af 
that my mailer fhould incline to be an archbimop, ra^- 
ther than emperor, I (hould be glad to Jcnow 
what archbifhops-errant beftow upon their fquires ?*^ 
The curate told him, that they commonly gave them 
fome iimple benefice, curacy, or the office of facriilan 
with a good yearly income, befides the fees of the 
altar, which are ufually reckoned at as much more* 
** In order to fill an employment of that kind, anp. 
fwered Sancho, the fquiriC muft be unmarried, and 
at leaft capable of >afEfting at mafs ; and if that be the 
cafe, what will become of me, who have not only 
the misfortune to be married, but am alfo ignorant 
of the firfl letter of the A, B, C i fhould my mafter 
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take it in his head to be an archbifliop) rafher than 
an emperor, according to the cuftom of knights-eiw 
rant ?" <* Don't make yoarfelf uncafy about that 
matter, friend Sancho, faid the barber ; for we will 
in treat and advife your mailer, nay, even make it an 
affair of confcience, for him to become an emperor 
rather than archbiihop, as a ftation more fuited to 
his difpoiition, which is more warlike than ftudious.** 
** I was of the fame opinion, refumed Sancho, but 
■now, I'll venture to fay, he has a capacity for every 
thing : and what I intend to do, is to befeeeh our 
Lord to direft his choice to that ftation which will be 
moft for his own honour and my advantage/* ** You 
fpeak like a fenjible man, faid the curate;' and in 
fo doing, will aft the part of a good chriftian : but, 
our prcfent bufinefs is t© think on fome means d£ 

Eutting an end to this' ufelefs penance your mafter 
as impofed upon himfelf ; and in the mean time 
go in to dinner/* Sancho Aefired them to enter, fay- 
ing he would wait for them at the door, and after- 
wards tell them why he did not go in, and where- 
fore it was not proper for him fo to do : but beg- 
ged they would be-fo good as to bring out fomething 
hot for himfelf, and fome barley for Rozinante. They 
accordingly went in, and in a little time the bfar- 
ber brought him out a mefs of hot viftuals. Mter 
they had both maturely deliberated about the means 
of accomplifliing their defign, the curate fell upon 
a fcheme, extremely well adapted to the tafte o£ 
the knight as well as to their purpofe. He pro- 
pofed to cloath himfelf in the drefs of a lady-erranti 
and that the barber fhould difguife himfelf as well 
as he could, in the likenefs of a fquire j which being 
done, they fhould go to the place where Don Quixote 
was, and the prielt, on pretence of being a damfel 
in diftrefs, fhould beg a boon, which he, as a valiant 
knight-errant could not help granting: this boon 
ihould be a requeft^ that he would accompany her to 
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SL certain [Jacc whither flie Would condu£l him,* there 
.to rcdrefs an injury flie had received from a difcour- 
teous knight ; and the boon fhould be attended with 
an humble fupplication, that he would not defire her 
to take. off her maik, nor a(k any queflion about her 
affairs, until he fhould have done her juftice upon 
her adverfary. And as he firmly believed that Don 
X^ixote would comply with any requefl made in 
that flile, he hoped, by thefe means, to withdraw 
him from the mountain, and condu£): him to his 
own habitation, where they would endeavour to find 
ferae remedy for his flrange diforder. 

CHAP. XIIL 

How the curate and barber fet out on the execution 
of their plan ; with other events worthy to be re- 
corded in this fublime hiflory. 

'TpHlS fcheme of the curate was fb well.relifhed 
'■' by the barber, that they began to put it in ex- 
.ccution immediately ; by borrowing of the land- 
lady a petticoat and tucker, for which the priefl left 
a new caflbck in pawn : while the barber made an 
artificial beard of the tail of .a pied ox, in which the 
innkeeper ufed to flick his comb. When the hoflefs 
alked what occafion they had for thefe things, the 
curate gave her a brief account of Don Quixote's 
madnefs, and explained the ufe to which they hi- 
tended to put the difguife, in order to difengage him 
from the mountain where he then was. The inn- 
keeper and his wife immediately difcovcred that this 
lunatic was no other than their quondam gueft, who 
was author of the balfam, and mafler of the blan- 
kctted fquire; and recounted to the curate every 
thing that had happened, not even forgetting the 
circumftance which Sancho was at fuch pains to con- 
ceal. In fhortj the landlady dreiFed up the curate 
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in a moft curious manner : fhe put upon him a cloth 
'petticoat flounced and furbelowed) with a broad bor* 
dct of black velvet ; and a clofe jerkin of green vel- 
ivct, garniihed with robings of white fattin, which, 
♦together with the petticoat, feemed to have been 
made in the reign of king Bamba * : he would not 
fuffer himfelf to be coifed, but cover his head with 
a quilted linen night-cap, which he always carried 
•about with him; and hound his forehead with a 
garter of black taffety, making a fort of maik with the 
other, which efie£iually concealed his countenance 
and beard. Over all, he flapped his beaver, which 
was fo broad that it might have ferved for an um- 
brella ; and wrapping himfelf up .in his cloak^ 
^mounted his mule, fitting fideways like a woman : 
while the barber beftridhis own. beaft, with his beard 
flowing down to bis girdle, of a white and red 
eolpur, being made» as we before obferved^ of a 
'pied ox's tail. 

' Thus equipped, they took leave of every body 
prefent, even the kind Maritornes, who promifed^ 
tliough a (inner, to mumble, a whole rpfary over, in 
prayers to God, for the good fuccqfs of that arduous 
and chriftian dei^gn they had undertaken : but fcarce 
had they fallied from the inn, when the curate began 
to think he was to blame for difguifing himfelf :. it 
being in his opinion, indecent for a prieft to appear 
in fuch a manner, hoMc much foever depended upon 
their fupcefs. He therefore prappfed that he fhoujd ex- 
change cha.r^^ters with thet barber, who might a£t tlie 
part of the damjCel in diftrefs^ whik he took that of 



; • Bamba or Wamba, king of the Vifigoths in Spain, mounted 
the throne in the year 67a, and was famous for his fuccefs againft the 
Arabians^ as well as for his attachment to the chriftian i^ligion, as 
a proof of which he retired into a monailery, and refigpedtlie king- 
iota, to £r¥ige« 
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the fciuifC) which 'he thought did not fo much profane 
the. dignity of the cloth : and unlefs his n«ighboiir 
'would agree to this propbfal, }ie affured him that 
Jie was refolved to go no farther, even if the devil 
iiimfelf ihould carry off £k>n i^xote. At that in»- 
ftant Sancho chanced to jcome up^ and feeing diena 
ija fuch a garb, could not refrain from laughmg: in 
ihort, the barber afiented to every thing the other 
{>ropofed y and the plan being thus altered, the cu^ 
rate began to inftru£); him touching his behaviouir 
and, fpeech to Don Quixote, in order to move axul 
induce him to accompany them, and quit that place 
he had chofen for the fcene of his vain and extravai>- 
^ant penance. The barber tol4 htm, that withouk 
his lefions, he knew very well how to demean him»» 
felf in the chara£ler ; and as he did not chuie to put 
on the drefs tiU they fliouM be near Don Quixote, 
lie folded it up with great care $ the f»ieft a3)ufted 
his beard, and both together proceeded on their jouri* 
!ney, under the dire£kion of oancbo Panza, who, by 
the way, related to them, what happened between his 
mafter and the madman, whom they miet with in the 
brown mountain ; concealing, neverthelefs, the cir^ 
cumftance of the portmanteau, and its contents ; 
for, notwithftanding his fimfdicity^ our youdi was 
as covetous as wifer people. 

Next day they came to the broom boughs, which 
Sancho had ftrewed, in order to afcertain the place 
where he had left his mafter : he no fooner, tAere<» 
fore, perceived his marks, than he told them diat waa 
the entrance into die mountain, and defired them to 
put on their dreifes^ if they were neceffary towards 
the deliverance of his mafter : for they had already 
afiured him, that their travelling in fuch difguife was 
of the utmoft importance, in difengaging me knight 
from that difagreeahle courfe of life ne had chofen s 
and they charged lum not to tell his mafter that he 
kujew who they were; and if he ihould aik^^as doubt*- 
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1«r$ he would, whether or not he had delivered the 
letter to Dulcineft, they advi&d him to anfwer in the 
afHrmativey and tell him that as (he could no£ read 
it, file had fent her anfwer by word of mouth, com*- 
mandtng him, on pain of her difpleaffure, to appear 
in her prefence with all convenient fpeed, on an afiair 
of the utmoil confequence to him : for, with thif 
anfwer, and other fpeeches they intended to make^ 
they did not at all doubt of reconciiii^ htm to a htt^ 
ter way of life, and prevail upon him immediately t» 
begin his career towards being an emperor or kiog| 
and as to the ofEce of archbifliop, Sancho had no- 
thing to fear. The Dquire liftened to thefe dire^ions^ 
which he carefully depofited in his memory, thank- 
ing them heartily for their • intention to advife his 
mailer to accept of an emperor's crown, rather than 
archbifhep's mitre, as he was very fenfiblc that em- 
perors could do more for their iijuires than arch- 
biihops-errant. He alfo propofed* to go before, in 
fearch of his mafter, and impart to him this anfwer 
of his lady, whichj he aflured them, would be fuffi- 
cient to bring him out of the mountain, without 
their being put to any further trouble. They ap- 
proved of his opinion, and refolved to ft ay where 
they were until be Qiouid return with the newjs ef his 
havii^ found Don Qi^ixote: accordingly, Sancho 
proceeded towards tHe heart of the mountain, leaving 
them in a fpot watered by a fmaH purling brook, and 
Ihaded in a moii; cool and agreeaUe manner^by fome 
rocks and trees that grew round it* 

It being then the month di Auguft, witen thf heat 
in thofe parts is exceflive, and three in the after- 
noon, which is the hotteft time of the day, they 
were the more cbaroied with the fttuation, which was 
fo inviting, that they chofe it for the place of their 
refidence, until Sancho ftiould return. While they 
lay at their eafe, under the coivert of this fliade> their 
par$ were faluted with the found of a voice, which, 
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though unaccompanied by anv inftrument, fung to 
fweet and melodiouily, that tney were ftruck with 
aftoniihment; little expefking to meet with fuch a 
delicious warbler in that unfrequented place : for 
though it is ufuaily (aid, that the woods and moun« 
tains abound -with ihepherds, who fing moftenchant« 
ingly, that report is rather the fi&ion of poets than 
the voice of truth : befidesy the verfes which they 
heard} where not compofed in the ruftic phrafe of 
clowns, but in-a polite and courtly ftrain ; as may be 
perceived by the £ong itfelf, which follows : 

I. 

Ah ! what infpires my woeful ftrain ? 

Unkind difdain ! 
Ah ! . what augments my mifery ? 

Fell jealoufy ! 
Or, fey, what hath my patience worn ? 

An abfent lover's fcorn ! 
The torments then that I endure 
No mortal remedy can cure : 
For every languid hope is flain 
By abfence, jealoufy, difdain \ 

11. 

From love, my untelenting foe, 

Thefe forrows flow !' 

My infant glory's overthrown, 

By fortune's frown ; 

Confirm'd in this my wretched ftate 

By the decrees of fate» 

In death alone, Ihope rcleafe 

From this compounded dire difeafe ; 

Whofe cruel pangs to aggravate, 

Fortune and love confpire with fate ( 

III. 

Ah ! what will mitigate my doom ? 

ThefilenttombI 
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Ah ! what retrieve departed joy ? 

Inconftancy ! 
Or fay, can aught but frenzy, bear 

This tempeft of defpair I 
All other efforts, then, are vain. 
To cure ihh foul-tormenting pain,. 
That owns no other remedy 
Than madnefs, death> inconftancy* 

The hour, the feafon, and the folitude, confpirecf 
with the agreeable voice of the finger, to increafe the 
wonder and fatisfaftion of the hearers who liftened 
for fome time in expeflation of fomething elfe : but 
the filfence having continued of a good while, they 
refolvcd to go in qneft of the perfon who fung fo en- 
chantingly : and were juft going to fet out on this 
defign, when they were arretted by the fame voice 
which again fainted their ears with this other fong ; 

I. 

O facred firiendfliip f mild and gay. 

Who to the regions of the bleft 
Hath foar'd ; and left mankind a prey. 

To fraud, m thy refemblance dreft. 

Aufpicious hear, and hither fend 
Thy fitter truth, with radiant eyes^ 

To brand the falfe profefling friend, 
Detefted in the fair difguife. 

III. 

Or, come thyfelf, and reinfpire 
The purpofe candid and humane ; 

Elfe peace and order will retire. 
While horror and confufion rcign, 

Thi^ 
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This fonnet was concluded with a moft profound Hgh^ 
and the curate and barber began again to liften for 
more ; but, finding the mufic converted into moum- 
fuj fobs and interjeftions, they were determined to 
know who this melancholy perfon was, who fung fo 
well, and groaned fo piteoufly. They had oot gone 
many paces with this intent, when turning the point 
of a rock, they perceived a man of the fame make 
and appearance that Sancho defcribed, when he re- 
lated the ftory of Cardenio : he did not fecm furpri- 
fed at fight of them, but ftood with bis head recli^ 
ning upon his breaft, in a very penfive pofturey witb<- 
out lifting his eyes to look at them» afler their firft 
^fudden appearance. The curate, who was a well- 
fpoken man, concluding from the defcriptioi^ that 
diis muft be he whofe misfortune he had been ap^ 
prifed of, went up, and in a ihori b¥t pathetic ad* 
drefs exhorted and entreated binn to quit that mife^ 
Table courfe of life, which was the greateft of all 
misfortunes, and altogether perverted the end of his 
being. Cardenio, being at that time in one of his 
lucid interval^, intirely free of that fran^c paroxyfm 
which ufed fo utterly to deprive him of his fenfes, 
and feeing two people fo difierently drefled from thofe 
he commQiidy met with in that lolitude, could not 
help being fomewhat furprifed ; efpecially, when he 
heard them talk of his misfortune as a circumftance 
with which they were well acquainted > for the cu- 
rate had mentioned it in the courfp of bis expoftu- 
lation : and therefore he anfwered in this manner. 
** I plainly perceive, gentlemen, that heaven^ which 
is careful in fuccouring the good, and fometimes 
even the bad, hath fent, though I little deferve fuch 
favour and condefcenfion, divers people into this un- 
frequented folitude, fo remote from all commetce and 
fociety, in order to convince me, by juft and various 
arguments, how unreafonable I ad^ in leading this 
lund of iife^ which they have endeavoured to make 
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f&t exchange for a better; and, as they know not 
the reafone I havei to think that» in quitting thii( 
fituation, I ih^l be plunged into a worfe ; they have 
perhaps looked upon me as a perfon of very Qi^Iqw 
underilanding> or, which is ftiU a oonjediure more 
unfavourable) a downright madman ; and truly it i^ 
not to be wondered at, if that was really the cafe.: 
for I can eafily conceive^ that my misfortunQS ope*- 
rate fo inteafely upon my imagiaation^ and impair 
my faculties fo jnuch^ ^uit.fametimes in fpite w all 
imy fmdeavours to the confcxary, I become like that 
rocki void of all fentimieiit and knowledge ; and aoi 
convinced of my infirmity too late, when people (hew 
me the marks of what I have done^ while I was under 
the influence of that terrible tranfport : then all th^t 
'I .can do, is to bewail my diftemper, curfe my Iqt in 
vain, ,and in e^cufe of .my madnefs, relate my fuf- * 
ferings to all who exprefs tlie leaflt defirc of hearing 
^ them 9 that thofe of founder judgment, knowing the 
caufc, may not wonder at the efFefts ; and if they 
cannot prevent, at leaft pardon my frenzy ; con- 
verting their indignation at my extravagance, into 
.compafBon for my woes : and if you, gendemen, are 
come with that intention, which hath brought others 
io this place^ before you proceed with your prudent 
admonitions, I entreat you to hear the detail of my 
misfortunes, which you do not yet know, and then, 
perhaps, you will fave yourfelves the trouble which 
^ou might oth^rwife take, in confolin? an afBio- 
, ^iou that admits of no confolation.'' 

The two friends, who defired nothing elfe than to 
hear from his owr^ mouth the caufe of his misfor- 
tune, earnellly begged he would recount it, and pro- 
mifed to attempt nothing contrary to his own in*- 
clination in the way of remedy or comfort. Thus 
4iduTed, ^»e mgl a n g holy gentleman began his di ftrefL 
ful ftorj^ nearly in the fame words and pircumftances 

i wWcfe 
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which he had ufed a few days before, to Don Quixote 
and the goat-herd, when he was interrupted in the 
affair of Kir. Elifabat, by the knight's pun£luality in 
aflerting the decorum of chivalry, as the particulars 
©f that quarrel have been already related : but now 
he remained fortunately free from his paroxyfm, and, 
of confequence, had time to finiih the narration 
which was imperfeft before. When he therefbi^ 
came to the circumftances of the letter which Dcm 
Fernando had found between the leaves of Amadis 
de Gaul ^, he faid he remembered the contents, and 
accordingly repeated them in thefe terms ; 

Lucinda to Cardenio. 

** T Every day difcover new qualities in Cardenio, 
'■' which oblige and compel me to efteem him the 
more. If you are inclined to extricate me out of all 
fufpence, you may effeftuate your purpofe, without 
the leaft prejudice to my honour; for my father, • 
who is well acquainted with your virtues, loves me 
dearly, and far from tyrannizing over my afFeftions, 
will chearfully grant that which is fo juftly your due, 
if your paffion is.fuch as 1 wiih and bielieve it to be.** 

' I refolved, as I have already told you, to demand 
Lucinda in marriage upon the receipt of this let- 
ter,, which not only confirmed Don Femando's high 
opinion of her prudence and virtue, but alfo inflamed 
him with the defire of ruining my hopes before I 
fliould be able to bring them to maturity, I told* 
this faithlefs friend, Lucinda's father * expefted that 
mine (hould propofe the match; and that I durft 
not communicate my defire to him, left he fhould re- 
fufe to comply with it : not that he was ignbrant of 



* There is no fuch letter mentioned in his'^onverfiitioli with Don 
<luixotc, 
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JLucinda's rank, virtue, beauty, and qualifications', 
which were fufficient to ennoble any other family in 
Spain: but, becaufe I underftood he was avcrfe to 
•my being married, until he (hould fee what duke 
Ricardo would do in my behalf: in fliort, I told him 
that I would not venture to propofe it, being afraid 
not only of this ill confequence, but alfo of many 
others which I could not forefee ; although I had a 
'ftrong impreflion upon my mind, that my' wifhes- 
would never be completed. In anfwer to this de- 
claration, Don Fernando undertook to manage the 
affair, and prevail upon my father to propofe the 
match to Lucinda's parents. O villain ! more ambi- 
tious than Marius, more cruel than Cataline, more 
favage than Sylla, more fraudulent than Galalon, 
more treacherous than Vellido *, more vengeful than 
Julian, and more covetous than Judas ! cruel, falfe, 
vindiiSive traitor ! what injuries hadft thou fufFered 
from this poor credulous wretch, who with fuch con- 
fidence difclofed to thee the moft fecret recefles of 
his foul ! what offence had he given ? what words 
had he uttered, or what advice had he offered, that 
did not direftly tend to thy honour and advantage ? 
But, unhappy that I am! wherefore (hould I com- 
plain ? feeing it is a thing certain, that when once 
the tide of misfortune, heaped up by one*s malignant 
•fiars, begins to defcend with violence and fury, na 
earthly mound can oppofe, nor human induflry di- 
vert its courfe. Who could imagine, diat fuch an 
illuflrious, accompliflied, young gentleman as Dorr 
Fernando, who lay under obligations for the fervices 
\ had done him, and was powerful enough to obtain 
the gratification of his wifli, whitherfoever his amo- 
rous inclination pointed, fhould plagire himfetf, as I 

• Who murdered Sancho I. king of Caftile, while he was engaged 
in the fiege of Zamora. 

may 



al82 The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

Xiuy fay, in attempts to rob me of my fingle lamb^ 
icven before I had poffcflcd it ? 

But, let us lay afide thefe vain and unprofitable 
refleftions, and rejoin the broken thread of my un- 
fortunate ftory. Well then : Don Fernando, percei- 
ving thar my prefencc would be an obftruftion to the 
execution of his falfe and perfidious defign, rcfolved 
to fend me back to his elder brother, on pretence of 
getting money to pay for fix horfes, which he pur- 
pofely bought that very day he undertook to fpeak 
to my father : in order to have an excufe for fending 
mc away^ that he might, in my abfence, the more 
eafily fucceed in hi« villainous intention. Was it pofi- 
fible for me to prevent this treachery, or indeed con- 
ceive his defign ! no, furely. On the contrary, I 
jofiered with the utmoft alacrity, to fet out forth- 
with, fo pleafed was I with the' purchaf^ he had 
made. That very night I had a private converfation 
with Lucinda, in which I told her the fchemc I had 
concerted with Don Fernando, and bade her reft a£* 
fured in the hope that our juft and honourable de* 
fires would foon be gratified. She, as little fufpicious 
of Don Fernando's perfidy as I was, intrcated me to 
teturn with fpeed, believing that our wifhes would be 
completed, as foon as mf father fhould mention the 
affair to her's. I don't know upon what account 
her eyes were filled with tears, when (he pronounced 
thefe words ; and fome thing that feemed to fwell in 
her throat, prevented her from uttering another fyl- 
lable, though (he looked as if ihe had fomething 
more to fay, I was confounded at this new circum- 
ftance, which had never happened before : in all our^ 
former converfations, which my good fortune offered, 
or my diligence effefted, there had been nothing but 
joy and fatisfaftion, without any mixture of tears, 
fighs, jealoufy, dread, or fufpicion ; all my difcourfe 
pfed to confift of acknowledgments to heaven for 
having bellowed upon me fuch a miftrefs, whofe 

beauty 
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jbeautf 1 extolled, and whofe virtue jjini good fenfe J 
;idmired : while (he retuxned the compliment, by 
jpraifing thofe qualities in nfe, which (he, in the pai- 
.tiaiity of her fondnefs, deemed ^worthy of applaufe ; 
befides, we ufed to entertain each other with an acr 
ycount of a thoufand trifling accidents that happened 
.^mong our neighbours and acquaintance s and the 
^heighth of my vivacity never amounted to more 
th^n the feizing of one of her delicate white hands, 
and prefling it to my lips, through the narrow dif- 
tance betwixt the rails that divided uS. But, on 
that night, which preceded the fatal day of my de- 
parture, fhe wept, fighed, and fobbed, and left me 
filled with confufion and furprife, and terrified at 
fuch unufual and melancholy marks of grief and af- 
ffli^ion in my Lucinda. But I was flattered by iwy 
hopes, which afcribed the whole to the ftrength of 
jher paflion, and that forrow v^hich is commonly 
.produced by the abfence of a beloved objeft. In 
iine I fet out, penfive and fad, my imagination toi^ 
tured with fufpicions and doubts, which my reflec- 
tion could neither digeft nor explain : a fure prefage 
^ the meUnchoJy fate that awaited me. 

, I arrived at the place of my deftination, and dci- 
Jivcred my letters to Pon Femando*s brother, who 
.received me kindly; but, f^r from difpatching me 
.immediately, d^fired mc, to. my refinit^ regret, to 
.wait eight whole days ifk a plftce where his iathoff 
fhould not fee me, becaufe his brother had writ to 
him to fend the money without the knowledge of the 
xluke. But this was altogether an invention of the 
.falfe Fernando, whofe brother had money enough, 
.ai^d could have fent me back the very fame day on 
.which I arrived. This was fuch an order as I was 
fcarce able to obeyj for I thought it impoffible to 
fupport life for fo many days in the abfence of Lu- 
cii>da, confidering the forrow in which I had left her. 

Yet, notwithttanding, I ^refolved to do my duty like a 

faith* 
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faithful fcrvant, though I very well forcfaw that my 
obedience muft be at the expcnce of my peace, Four 
days of the eight were not yet elapfedy when a man 
came in fearch of me, and gave me a letter, the fu'- 
perfcription of which I no fooner beheld, than I knew 
it to be written by Lucinda's own hand. I opened 
it with fear and trembling, believing that there 
muft be fomething very extraordinary in the cafci. 
which induced her to write to me in my abfcncc; 
confidering that while I was prefent, (he had been Co 
fparing of her pen *. But, before I read a fyllablc, 
I afked the mefTenger, who had put it into his hands ? 
how long he had been upon his journey ? He 
anfwered, that paffing through a certain ftreet, about 
noon, he was ftopt by a very beautiful young lady^ 
who called to him from a window, faying, with 
great earneftnefs, while the tears trickled from her 
eyes ; ** Brother, if you are a chrifliah, as you feem 
to be, I intreat you, for God*s fake, to carry this let- 
ter to the place and perfon for whom it is direfted ^ 
they arc both well known | and in fo doing, you will 
render a piece of fervice acceptible to the Lord. That 
you may not want conveniencies upon the road, here 
is fomething to defray the eXpence of your journey 
So faying, flie threw down her handkerchief, in whicK 
were tied an hundred rials, this gold-ring, and the 
ktter, I. have delivered. Then without waiting for a 
reply, £he went from the windovr, after having feen 



• The original fines prefente poeas vezes lo hazia, fignifiei, fince 
#hilc I was prefent ihe did it very feWom. This at firft fight ap- 
j)cargr a fokcifm, and the petulant critic will exclaim, " What oc- 
caiion had ihe to write to her loTcr wh© was prefent, nnlefs flie had 
ic^ft the fiicalty of fpeech ?" But the fcemlng abfurdity will vanifli, 
when we rcflcA that by prefent, he meant, in the fame city with hi» 
miftrcfe, to whom, however, according to the cuilom of Spain, he 
Imd lltck or no acccis but by a literary corrcfpondence. 
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ine take up the handkerchief and the letter, and 
make figns that I would do as flie defired. Accord- 
ingly, finding myfelf fo well paid for the trouble I 
ftiould be at, and feeing, by the. diredlron, that you 
was the perfon to whom it was fent (and I know you 
perfe^ly well), induced, moreover, by the tears of 
that beautiful young lady, I refolvcd to truft no other 
meflenger, but come and deliver it with my own 
hand ; and, in fixteen hours, which are paft fince I . 
received it, I. have travelled to this place, which, as 
you know, is about eighteen leagues from our town.*' 
While I liftened attentively to the information of 
this grateful and extraordinary courier, my legs Ihook 
under me in fuch a manner, that I could fcarce 
ftand upright. At length, however, I ventured to 
read the letter, which contained thefe words : 

€i /-pjJE promife which Don Fernando made, to 
"*• prevail upon yoiir father to propofe a match 
to mine, hath been performed more to his inclina- 
tion than your advantage. Know, Cardenio, that 
your pretended friend alked me in marriage for him- 
felf : and my father, fwayed by the advantage which 
he thinks Don Fernando has over you in point of for- 
tune, has given his confent fo much in earneft, that- 
two days hence the nuptials are to be celebrated fo 
privately, that none but heaven, and fome people in 
the family, are to be prefent'at the marriage* My 
fituation you may guefs. If it be in your power, re- 
turn with all fpe'ed, and tlie event of this affair will 
fliew whether I love ypu tenderly or not. Pleaven 
grant that this may come to your hartd, before mine 
iiiall be prefented to him who fo ill performs the duty 
of a friend.*' 

This, which was the fum of what the letter con- 
tained, made me fet out immediately, without wait- 
ing for any anfwer^ or the money for which I had 

* . . . come. 
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come. Fbis by that time, I plainly perceived that 
it was not the purchafe of the horfes, but his own 
treacherous intention, which had induced Don Fer- 
nando to fend me out of the wav. The indignation' 
I conceived againft him, together with the fear of 
lAfing the jewel which I had acquired, and treafured 
up with fuch unwearied fcrvices and care, added 
wings to my ff eed, and conveyed me to the place of 
my habitation, juft at the hour and minute proper 
for my gcwng to vifit Lucinda* I entered the town 

Srivatcly, and leaving my mule at the houfe of the 
oneft man who brought the letter, I went to the 
rail, which was the conftant witnefs of our love, and 
there was fo far favoured by fortune as to find Lu- 
onda. We knew each other prefently: though not 
as we o\4ght to have known each other. But^ who 
is he who can arrogate praife to himfelf, for having 
fathomed and difcemed the capricious fentiments and 
fkklc difpofition of woman ? furely no man on earth. 
*-*rBut^ this apart. Lucinda perceiving me, ** Car- 
deiiio, faid (he, I am now in my bridal drefs, and 
this moment expefted in the hall by the traitor Don 
Fernando, my covetous father, and fome other peo- 
ple, who (haU bear witnefs to my death fooner than 
to my marriage. Be not confounded, my friend, 
btit endeavour to be prefent at the facrifice, which, 
if I cannot prevent by my declaration, I wear a dag- 
ger confcealed, which can obftrufl: a more vigorous 
determination, and, by putting an end to my life, 
begin to convince thee of the fincere paffion I have 
always entertained, and ftill retain, for my Cardenio.** 
Afraid I Ihould want time to anfwer her, I replied 
with great hurry and confufion, " Let your words be 
verified by your deeds, madam* If you have a dag- 
ger to aflert your love, I wear a fword to defend it ; 
or, fhould fortune prove our foe, to rid myfelf of 
life." I believe (he did not hear all that I faid, be- 
caufe flie was called aWay in a hurry, to the brides 
groomj who waited for ner. 



DON QJJ I X O T E. tSf 

Thus deq)cncd the night of my diftrefs ; ' thus fet 
Ac fun of my happinefs T I remained without light 
to my eyes, or refleftion to my mind for fome time : 
I couKl neither refolve to qnter her father's houfe, nor 
remove to any other place 5 at length, however, con- 
fidering of what confequence my prefence might be, 
in cafe any thing extraordinary (hould happen, I re- 
collected myfelf as well as I could, and went in, 
without being perceived, as I was well acquainted 
with all the paffages and corners of the hotife, and 
was favoured by the confufion which then prevailed 
in it, on account of. the nuptials. Thus entering, 
unfeen, I found means to conceal myfelf in the hol- 
low of a window in the hall, that was covered by the 
meeting of two pieces of tapeftry, from behind which 
I could, without being perceived, obferve every thing* 
that happened. 

How fhall I defcribc the throbbings and palpita- 
tions of my heart, the images that occurred to my, 
fancy, the reflexions that I made while I remained ' 
in that fituation ! they were fuch as I neither can 
nor ought to defcribc* Let it fuflfice to fay, the bride- 
groom came into the hall, without any other orna- 
ments than his ufual drefs, attended by a firft coufin 
of Lucinda, in quality of bridefman, no other perfon 
being prefent, except fome fervants of the family, 
A little while after Lucinda came in from her clofet, 
accompanied by her mother and two waiting-women ; ' 
and as richly drefied and adorned as her rank and 
beauty deferved^ or as the perfe£lion of gaiety and 
gallantly could imrent. This fufpcnce and tranfport 
of my loiil would not allow me to obferve and mark 
the particulars of her drefs ; I could only take no- 
tice of the colours, which were carnation and white ; 
and the blaze of jewels that adorned her, which was 
even excelled by the fingular beauty of her golden 
locks, that ftruck the €y« with more fplendor than 
all the precious tioM^^ togedxer with the light of 

four 
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four torches that burned in th« hall. O memory ! 
thou mortal enemy of my repofe ! to what purpofe 
doft thou now reprefent to my fancy the unparal- 
leled beauty of that adorable foe ? cruel remem-* 
brance 1 rather recal to" my view the particulars of 
what then happened, that, incenfed by fuch a rnani* 
feft injury, I may take vengeance, if not upon her, 
at leaft upon my own life. But you, gentlemen, 
muft be tired with.thpfe digreflions : though my mif- 
fortune is fuch as neither can, nor ought to be fu- 
perficialiy or fuccinftly related ; becaufe every cir- 
cumftance, in my opinion, requires a full difcuflion.** 
The curate anfwered, that far from being tired, they 
were very much entertained by thofe minute particu- 
lars, which he thought deferved as much attention as 
the principal events of the ftory. 

** I fay then, refumed Cardenio, that the parties 
being ' aflembled in the hall', the curate of the par ifh 
entered, and taking themE both by .the hand) -in or-^ 
^er to perform his funftion, he faid, " Madam Lu- 
cinda, . are you willing to take Don Femandor hcr^ 
prefent for your lawful fppnfe,. as holy mother church 
ordains? At this queftion, I thruft oiit my whole 
head and neck from behind the tapcftry, and, with 
the utmoft attention and diforder of fouli liftened to 
Lucinda's anfwer, which I expe£led, as either the fen- 
tence of my death or confirmation of ray life. O I 
that I had then boldly advanced, . and called aloud. 
Ah Lucinda 1 Lucinda 5 take care what you do ; re- 
fled: upon your duty to me, remember-you arc mine, 
and Can never belong to any other hufband. Confi* 
dcr, that my life muft end the moment yOu anfwer 
Yes. Ha 1 treacherous Don Fernande ! roliber of 
my glory 1 death of my life 1 what are -thy inten-> 
tions ; what wouldft thou have! remember that, 
as a chriftian, thou canft not fulfil thy defircs; for 
I am Lucinda's hufband, and flic is my lawful wife ! 
Fool that I am ! now^ when I am abient, and far re«> 

moved 






ftioycd from the danger, I can refle<fk llpbh Si^hit I 
ought to have done. Now that I irn t6l)1Sed 6f ill 
tliat was dear to my 'foul ! accurfed Vfe'tlie robbdii 
on whom I might have taken vengeance, had VijV 
iieart fupplied me with courage, as it now aifrfraS 
fneiination to complain. In fine, as I then 'iftfed^ 
Uke a booby and a coward, it is but feafortable, th'it 
I ihould^now die of madnefs, fqtro'^ and ih^hlfe. 
The prieft waited for the reply of Lacihcfa, wht) de- 
clined it a good while ; and wh€n I '^ipedted th^ 
Would cither liriflieath- her ^dagger 'to vindicate h^ 
iove,= employ lier tongue iii the cailfe 6i triim, ot 
ultcr fame ingeriious fraud that Ihbuld tend to iftV 
tfdvantj^f, I hoarid her proriouilce with a VB^eak ahd 
faulteringvpice. ** Yes,! will." Con Fetnihdo fc- 

Katied die fame words, and the ring feeing biit u^tth 
r finger, they were unite4 in theiiidiiToltibfe'bbtift 
jbf nwrris^e : then he embraced his 'n^^ir-mstrndk 
fpcmle, who, laying he't liahd on Keif Keait| faWt^H 
away, in the arms of her mdtjien It nOW remains to 
defeiibe my own fituatit)n,~when ikeard^nd'fti^ Wy 
-hopes tlius baffled by liiicinda's breich 6f ^rbmlfe : 
enid found myfeif renfefed Tricapabie ciif liver tetritr- 
ing the'happinefs I had kliat iiittint loft : \ I'emiirtttl 
.without fenfe or rbfleciroh, abandoned, As 1 tKoiigHt 
by, heaven, and a dcelared/eriemy tb 'that dirih bh 
which I lived. The atr rcfufed breatti*fbr itiyft^s^ 
the i^ater deilied moiJlure for hiy 't^ars. 'ftre-aWric 
Jnfereafed within me, to fuch a ae*^a'e,'UJit I w^s 
-feorchfcd with jcaloufy aii'd rage ! tuelndafS'fVtroidiMfe 
HhtdW the whole company intb Wnfilflot), /afnd 'hw 
motl^ct evening her breaft to giSre h'e'f ftlt, fotfnd ih 
It U folded papcrj which 06n Jerftih'clb'tiklrfg, re^ 
4>y-the li^ht of one of the *t6rrhe5,>ilHtHeti' fat down 
in a -chair, and leaned one fide <^f Ms h)sa<i Upon Ws 
iiin% ih a penfive attitude, wiflibUf^nrthillng the re- 
medies dKy were ajplyin^ Tor "ttH 'rt^fiVdiy bf 1^8 
Ipftftfe. 

Vol. L O J ^ing 
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' I feeing the whole family in confufion, ventured 
fo come out, coll what it would, refoivrng (ItouW 1 
be feen, to do fpme defperate a£kion that would con- 
vince the whole world of my jufl: indignation, ii» 
Aaftifing the falfe Don Fernando, and the fickle> 
fainting traitrefs. But fate, that referved me, if 
pofliblc for greater misfortunes, ordained that I 
ihould then abound in refleftion, which hath fincc 
failed me ^ and refolve rather than take vengeance 
upon my greateft enemies, who as they had no fuf- 
.picion of me, were then at my mercy,>tO'tum upon 
myfelf that refentment which thev fo juftly deferved 
to feel ; and perhaps, with more ngour than I fhould 
have exercifed upon them, had I, at that time, fa- 
.crificed them to my rage, becaufe fudden death is 
infinitely more eafy than that which is lengthened 
out by lingering torments. In fhort, I quitted Ac 
houfe> and went to the place where I had left my 
mule^ which being faddled,^ I mounted her, and 
without taking leave of my hoft,, fallied out of town» 
dreading like another Lot, to look behind me. 
When r found myfelf alone in the open field, {hroud"- 
«d by the darknefs of the night, and invited by the 
filence to complain, without caution or fear of being 
overheard or known, I raifed my voice, and gave a 
loofe to my indignation, in venting curfes upon Lur- 
cinda and Don Fernando, as if thofe vaia exclama^ 
tions could have attoned for the injurythey had done 
xne. I beftowed upon her the epithets of cruel, f;^e^ 
.perfidious, and ungrateful, but above all, avarici^ 
©usi fince th« wealth of my rival had fhiit the eyes 
cf her loye> detached her from me, and fwayed hcr^ 
inclination towards him to whom fortune had (hewn 
herfelf more kind and liberal. Yet» in the midffc 
of thefe reproaches and inve£bives, I could not help 
cxcufing her, obfervihg, it was no wonder, that a 
'damfel^. educated under reftraint, in the houfe of hc» 
l^ente^ bred up,, smd jriiwaxt-^ccuftomcd- to obey 
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tJiem, fliould comply with their will and pleafure, In 
marrying a young gentleman of fuch wealth, rank, 
and qualifications, Siat her refufal might have beeu 
thought to proceed either from want of fenfe, or a 
pa (Son for fome other man, which would have been 
a fufpicioh equally prejudicial to her virtue and re- 
putation : then I argued on the odier fide of the 
queftion, faying, had flie owned that 1 was her hut 
band, her parent would have feen Ihe had not com- 
mitted an unpardonable crime in making fuch a 
choice: fince, before the offer of Don Fernando, 
they therafelves could not have defired, had their de- 
fires been bounded by reafon, a better match than 
me for their daughter j and confequently, before fho, 
complied with that compulfive- injunftion of giving 
her hand to another, (he might have told them, that 
flie had already given it to me; in which cafe, I 
would have appeared and confirmed the truth of every 
diing (he fliould have feigned for the occafion ; in fine, 
I concluded that fuperficial love, flender underftand- 
ing, vaft ambition, and thirft after grandeur, had ob- . 
^iterated in her memory thofe profeffions by^ which 
I had been dieceivei, cherifhed, and fupported in 
the unfhaken hope of my honourable defires. 

In thi« exclamation and anxiety I travelled till 
.Bight,,and in the morning found myfelf in one of the 
paffages to this mountain, in which I proceeded three 
days morcj without high-road, or by-path, till I 
ftopt at a fmall meadow, that lies either on the right 
er left of thefe rocks ; there I enquired of fome goat- 
herds, whereabouts the moft craggy part of the moun- 
tain was-, and, according to their direaions, thither 
•I rode, refolving to put an end to my life. When! 
arrived among thofe ragged rocks, my mule fell down 
dead of wearinefs or hunger ;. or, as I rather believe,. 
'to difeneumber herfelf of fuch a ufelefs load as then 
burthened her 5 and I remained on foot, quite fpeift 
;ind famifljed, without having or dcCrinr anv 'fiio- 
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port. In this fittistion,! know not howloog I cotp* 
tinued ftretched upon the ground^but, at lengthy I 
tot up without feeling any cravings of hunger, and 
found myfclf in the midil of fome fliepherds, who^ 
doubtlefsy had rekived my necc^ity* Indeed they 
|old me in what condition I had been found, uttering 
fuch incoherent and extravagant expreiTions, sis 
lijlearly demonftrated tliat I had loft my fenfps. 
Since that time, I have frequently perceivfed my intel* 
jcGts fo crazy and unfound| that I perform a thoufand 
inad a£Hons, tearing my clothes, bellowing through 
thefe unfrequented places, Qurfing my fate, and re*^ 
pelting, in vain, the bek>ved name of my fair ene* 
n^y, without any connected fentences> or indeed aay 
other h^tent than that of putting an end to my life 
t>y violent outcries j and when I recover the ufe of 
jny ienfesy I find myfelf fo weak and e^chaufted, that 
I teare^ cw move, i/ty ufual habitation is the hollow 
of n cork-tree, hv^ enough to contain thb miferable 
carcafe ; the cow and goatherds who frequent thefe 
jQA^tintain^, maintain me oot of charlty» by leavii^g 
food, .upoi^ the road, or rocks^ on whieh thsy think 
I may chance to find it : and even while I am de- 
prived of my umferftanding, natural inftinft teaches 
me Co diftinguifh this neceflary nouoriihment^ awaken- 
ing my appetite and defire of feizing it for my ufe« 
They tell me toO) when they -meet with me io one o^ 
my lucid intervals, that at other tinikes, I fally oi£t 
upon the highway, and take it by force from the 
'fliepherds, as they are bringing it from their cotSj^ 
although they offer it of their own accord. In this 
manner I lead my woeful and wretched lifey unttf 
Heaven (hall be pleafed to p^t a pe? iod to it, or give 
'me grace to forget the beauty and faUehood of La« 
cinda, together with the wrot^ I have fuffiered from 
'Don Ferrando. If this fiiali b^pen before I dit^ 
^y ihtellc£ts will return into their right cbanflbebi 
'^fn^twife there is npthiog to be done^but to fupl^ 

cate 
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cate Heaven to have mercy on my foul : for I find 1 
have neither virtue nor ftrength to extricate myfelf 
out of this extremity into which I was voluntarily 
plunged. 

This, gentlemen, is the bitter ftory of my misfor- 
tune ; tell me, if you think it could have been re- 
hearfed with lefs concern than I have Ihewn j and 
pray give yourfelvcs no trouble in oiFering to me 
fuch perfuafions and advice, as your reafon prompts 
you to think will do me fervice : for they can have 
no other cffeft upon me, than the prefcription of » 
celebrated phyfician, upon a patient who will not 
receive it. I will have no health without Lucinda ;. 
and fince fhe who is, or ought to be mine, hath at- 
tached herfelf to another, I, who might have been 
the child of happinefs, am now the willing votary of 
woe. She, by her inconftancy, wants to fix my per-- 
ditiort, and I welcome it, in order to gratify her de- 
firc ; and be an example to pofterity, of one who' 
wanted that confolation, which almoft all the wretch- 
ed ufe ! namely, the impoffibility of receiving com- 
fort :. a confideration that increafes my mifery,; 
which, I fear, will not end even with death." 

Thus did Cardenio wind up the long thread of 
liis amorous and unfortunate Itory ; and jufl: as the 
curate was about to give him his beft advice and con- 
folation, he was prevented by a voice that faluted his 
ears, and in mournful accent \)ronounced what will 
be rehearfed in the fourth book of this narration j 
for in this place, the third is concluded by the fagc 
and attentive hiftorlan Cid Ham«t Benengeli. 
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